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For my graTiddaugiiUT Kdiy^ 


Preface 


Thiivolunit, the Bccond of TJif THird Rffiflorwimi, deals ptitnarily ihe major 
nmelefluh'OetHUTy upnslTigjS of ihe Frerbcti workbig rla« fnjm ihe KffvoJutiion 
of 1830 (hrouj^ the RcvDlulJDn oF 1S18 lo ihc Psktis Comtnujie of 1671. Il also 
Tictcssanly CKatmfttS [he Oirl^ftS and hlilOiT of [he iTitemanonal Workurajmen^S 
Aisodation at First Intemauctial and the Second InlemstionaJ, 

primanly a Mandsl social dcnKuralic asSoCUtkCin heJMly InFltitflCed hy ihe 
GefHfiafl Social Pemocrattc Fany. The mcreasarvgly idcoloj^al nature of 
nincKernh-cencury wcukeri’ moveitienls and the □ner.gencc of a modem 
proletanat and an industriaJ capitalist ebss made 1( necesiary tor me 10 explore 
in some detail [he tratisiaon from JaoobLnksm, a ladlca] lepuhLican Ldeolo^and 
mo'^ement, to vmous sodalisrii oriented toward the worlonj; class. During the 
lirSL half of the century a modem class cohriiCC rially appeaired m both Friglarvd 
and Fr.ance and, with u^inov$. jofi^liet and anarehisc ideolo^eis that were 
already sproutinj in the iitimediatc aftermath oF the Great Ficndi RevoltiUon 
Hence, in oddiPOn 10 coveririg (he Tevoludon; themselves E provide sunttmiy 
accciunts oF the idenla^al transition hom Icft-winj; Jacobinism to outright 
Soaaliem. 

I n a sense, this volinne is not only an account of one of the stonniEsi perriuds 
L'rf poptiEar insurrccticins in modem history but abo an account of nineteenth' 
cemuty Frarrce. as seen through the lens of its gfaat revolutionajy movements 
and idcolojijes. The wvoluilofts oF 183t), Ifi'lfl, atvd 1871 in Parts were, In gttst 
part, eKiensdons of ihc Rcvolistion of 1789' to 1794, which is also how many of 
ihetr partlclpanis. regarded them. In contrast to most conventional historijns, I 
Rcger V. Ciould's view (hat the June 1S4B insurreetion of the Parisian 
Workers was the most dajsnonscsws oF all tiinetecnih'centUTy Ftcrich 
revolutions, even rrwrt than the dramaitM: Paris ConicDune of 1871, which 
wus by no means sonalLst or exclusively woiSung data In chjratter-it wa? 
actually Ic-ss a class revolution than a municipal, political, and patriotic 
phetiomenon, predpitated by the Pmsstan SKge of Paris but the June 
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insUTte(;LlL>ri oF 1S48 «ti insny oF iLf p^rLidpacili fpw n, as chs "ihlYii 

ne:vDluucii:i" ihat the sdiu-culott^ biad hoped tt) make m 17^3. 

Thts vpLutiv^ i$ ii'Ti acacauni oE the u^siimn From artiMtiai s^ialism lo 
proletarian FodaJLsm. The i™ Jonns of sodalLsjii, while crvertapprij; in many 
respctla, ’i^rrr alstj djETewnr m iher gosls and tneihoda. Indped, tht book's 
narraiJive pLviois on this iransition^ aa wcLI as on the sFilIt irotn ihe small 
hatidicraft workshop to the modem capHaL-ititensiira factory, with ihe 
dlfferecites in Sensttiilicy and pohdes that the traruJeTtnalion produced. In 
1789 and the milLiants wrre primarity arhsHns. especially joume^Tnen.. 

and by trade were often ciupcnLcrs, Ttiasons, furnttore makers (pardeularly in 
Uic Sadnl-Antome dtstrtw oF Pans), jod pilnWTS, rather than iKWCy wyiketi By 
the luni of the twentieth century, the leading mitiiani members of the working 
classes were mctfllworkets, who lelaincd iJie ittdifpenderir spim of skilled 
ai-Ltians while simultarieously Forming an iniegral part of the faciory 
eniTTonment. Among the ihonsands of semiskilled or unskilled and poorly 
eduoated ptoletarlans In faCtotles, ll wjs these "jrnan proleiarians" so to 
spe^k, who w'sre the mas; educated^ EorccFul, and indepeivdcnL and to whom 
the others turned for leadership. They begin to appear as early as June IlHfi, 
and as ihe reader of vDlurne 3 will [ind, th#y played ^ very prominem role In the 
great icvoJnrionary wave that swept over Russia and Germany between 1917 
and iqik 

I share die dew oF Bernard H. Moss, ViMlLitn H Newell, Ji-, and Other recerit 
histonans of ihe nmeiecmh-oentury French working cLasi that ideas of 
txwperaUve, indeed eollccLive prodtlCtlOn and dt-stTlhuilon (li diiiingolshed 
from inthvidualistk: forms} beoante very widespread in Paris in the years after 
1S30, and especially following the 18-48 RevplilLiOn: These hk4JSi varied gjeady 
and were often vague in eoneeptlorL. ranging Erom simple trade unions with 
guildlike features to cooperatives with egaJitaiian and eollectiviat methods of 
produriion and disiribuiion ll is highly uniiteEy ihai Papsan *r(ispns or even 
"skilled worker.'!," as Moss calls them, moved unerringly in the direction of 
developing oollectivie fontis -of work. After ill. about liFLy percent of (he 
fnlcrprises m Pnrls during (he lR40s were owned by ainsatial masicrs, often 
aided by one or more assistants. 

But many of these misEeif CriETSilfieh aSplhtd [0 SeCUfi (heir Independent 
sratus ag^insi ihe efforts of m etch ant capitalists to conireil them, and ag^nst ihe 
rncryachmen ls of (he Facbuiy system whith, judgme the unsavory English 
example, threattned one day to prolelarianize them os well. The need to defend 
iheir trades, -or eWJs, from mcichant eoiltrol end Lodusanal compendon alike 
made them eager to unite with ihcir fcticrw mastery Ln Luopeiatlvc soaeties. But 
iL IS unlikely that most of these artisan masters aspired to create a tulL-Mown 
socialist society based on the collcctivT -nwnErshtp -oF property 

On the other hand, a large numbcT of jitUsaus were employees ralher than 
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cmployicrs^mdred, only cen [wrcH^t of ihc m^stcis cinploycd ten cj moff 
Tviyflters-^and these ordinaTy workers or |CiiiTnoymen appfjr 1y hnvc been far 
more open [o radical tgaliiarlan jdess ahouL cotlective property ownership and 
cociperalive produedon. Thtis, the Pansian working class inilully fud no 
eohereni, let alone sharetl conrepl of assoaadon and the "'orgaiuianivn td 
■a-OTk”; fTOTn mailers to joumeynun lo pyrrighl Unskilled prolelariaTii who 
wcte llKlt tnore than laborers, thetr demands probably varied conilderiiibly. 

[n ihe IflBOs and Ifi^Os, any artempt Lo establish a truly collertivisi basis for 
intlustrlal production would, have encounKrcdl gtwai ddficulucs- Rut many 
French arnsans dfftnsed ingfnmus schemes for establishing productive 
assotiaLions of a socialfBuc kind based on ihtjr rJfisting. workshops llcnte 
I heir csrlneii calls for a new "arganizalioEi of work" nisen eame rijowis is 
demarrds for shared resources lor credH. Insurance funds (o tide individual 
.irlisans oc'cr m umes o£ unemployment, illness, irnd old age; niid Irgjsbtion io 
proteei thetr small workshops syjalnsl competition from rhe growing factury 
syscem. 

In time, hou'ever. and m growing nmnheTS, rhe most sophistJCflCcd worker 
' miliPmts," compriBing both artisans and journeymen lahfrifri-s. ditl seek to 
collectivize tnosi rrf ilie French economy. Many historians of the French labor 
inovcmenl mainlarn that ninctccmh-ccnmty French eraiismen were .genuine 
proleianans whe were lervenlly commElted lo collcctivisi ideas of sodaiisn^ 
based on free assocrauQtis. kiasfKisi historians, un the other hand, regard ihobc 
L> i the Parisian cjafismcn as “peUy bourgeois'' remnanis of g. preinduslnal 
soaery, wlitisc "assodaUonisL" ideas i^crc based on die private ownership oE 
smali-scale property. 1 have acrcpicd neither viewpoint in toto but have tried to 
srecr H middle course beeween the two. Puce Mars, eollccuviit gMls did emerge 
Bmoiig many French artisans sJler the Kevolution of IfllO. But ihcsc goals were 
diverse, often oonlused, and ohhtmteJy unwiirkrihle within the ronleat of the 
small-scale pnoducUon ihaL prevailed in French indusuy Eor most oF |he 
mtietcenlh century. 

One wing oF th^ collertivist ideology of arosanal Boofllism called lor ihe 
naiicMiH.]uation of railroads, banks, aricj iri-ajor induslrial enlcrpriscs, to be 
mpTiaged hy ihe rnen and who worked in rhem. But m die mam, French 

socialisis. not (o speak of anarchists, were genciplly more enamored of 
federalist tdca^ <r\ assotiaPon than centralist ones, an afflnny that, well into ihc 
next century, in conjunction with their commitment to workers' control of 
industry, would make them either conscious or inipliive Supporters of 
inarchosyndicalLsm, with us creed ofbottciin-up industrial management wuhni 
the framework ol llbensrian trade unions. Hence ihe ladute of French Marxists 
to estabbsh a iecure basis in the French working class or to cocisisienlly abide 
by Mar^i's views, eilher during or after hn lilietLmr 

Untlka Moss, 1 have eschewed die appelLatLnn.-s “skilled workers" and 
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potcLuians" in favctr of "aiUHTi^ and “jr rim i prult^Liruni 1 hfitrv'f 
ihal wcfiM disJlin^istm] rrofli Pmsiaiii frofn iJif lecteipn^ ficuiy 

pioFcumi pmrwih' dinr cturKlcTisIiicatty snoni' sense oJ perfOna^ 
indeptndicnee md self-Tdwnce. simp^ ch«i‘ poissci^wn of ikJts. EJoubtfess, 
ihe amjdns' independ'enE sensibitity Uiis remforoed -and partly fomied by ch-CLT 
skitls But theira is-as also # adlMte ini cuaminytin^‘ tUa! harked ba^-k lO in oldet 
era, possessed of ovii; is well as dass oortscioajsncsi Revoluncms are very 
lerritonaJ events; the class anlagontsms they eicpress occur within distinctive 
commuTiLties. -wiih rheir own cafes, cisic halls, squares, and even streets as well 
as wnrkplaces. En France m paiticuSaT, a revciLudcin would actually cunsiaH. of 
many local revolts, each bawd m i pifttculat iieL.^hi>Ttiond Hetic-f tkie btil 
tendency of Ftr^m-fi workers, espeoally Parisians ro seaLcer to bamcades in 
their own neaghborhocitls dunn^ limes ol LnsurrcctiOn, instead of or.!^nl^irtg a 
citywide and regitniBl coordinailpw against countenevpluuonary milLiaty forces. 

li had been my hope to cncompasis this btstory of the popular muvEmcnls in 
the revoJuLionaTy era within two volumes But as my preparation 0l th^ MCOnd 
volume conllnUed, t! becahte deaf that a third volunve would be required To 
liave limned The Third ficmtidion to only two volumes, 1 discovered, would 
have obliged me to omLl cnidsl evimlS. ideat, and d^vtlCTimcrLii wnhm the 
revolutionary tradltitm. 1 can only hope that the reader finds thot this threc- 
vcilume book tuas been worth his or her alLention and Lhat it. evokes a sense of 
ibc j^TC-at events that arc faditij; from mcmcHiy irsday-and the lessons they have 
10 teach present and future gpncraticiins. 

The weting of this voluirijc was very oricn burdened by the formidable 
problem of factual discrepancies amofi.^ tine vanous hisiorie upon winch I 
drew. Many atfcnuncs^ 1 found, differed on cvcrydiinp from names to dales to 
sequences of events, as wd! as omiiling imporLahl dcBtl4 of ihe rf.veJuitnns it 
the grassfoOli level Noi even r>i?iusmpot;ary eyewiinesses and panicipams 
agreed on ^l the basic facts: Lamartine's and Blanc's histories of (he Hcbroaty 
Ib4ti Bevolution, few cKarnple, diverged f^'en on simple details regarding ma^r 
events These discrcpandcs, whicih nccurted asjin and asaiin, obliged me 1o 
eoTisalL many mcmeurs, co-ntemporaTy -doCUmcrits, and other bisiones hcJoit ] 
felt I co-yltl make reJMmahle Judgmenrs and pTtseni a responsible pdclure of 
these nincictnlh-century tnsirmeclions L'ndcr such drcumstanccs. WC« are 
ditTicUlt id avoid. »nd I can ynl)- hop* that at^ ihai persist m the pages ihal 
Follow arc minimal and inconsequential. 

1 owe my jpeaiesl debt m wnurrg wjlome J cd JTm: Tlilrd RfwJufyw. tmee again. 
Eo my companion and coilcjigue, janel. KtW, irfto helped immensely with the 
lescaich and edited the uianuscript vinth gn^E ascutencss, umt, aiid dcdieanon. 
Her enotmous supponand assmancewenr rodtsprasaWe m die pfcpandon ot 
dias book 




Several sraJf members aJ ihe Eailey-H(ji*ie Libiary iht Unfvsrsirji' of 
VcTTTionl in. Eu-rfin^tpri *eve slso vei^ heJpEut. Hot only did Dean Lear^' and 
June Tisyah go out of ttucLr wfl>' lo maiuc av^ibWe Ti<wl<S ft*™ ihe lihraty's 
CKCctlccil collcctkip, l)Wi: Craig ChsLoti? and Rebeeca Gould actually broughl 
seine at them to my home after their wrkin^ ht5Wr4 in the dead of a Vcrmoni 
wtni^t Being serwm^y disabled, I oonld noi pick them up mysetf. Fred G. HiEl 
of the Fteicher Free Library did me a sdinilar Idiwiness atld (TUnag^td lt> Ktinire 
severs] mdrspensable but diHirtAl L-lti-ftintt books through the intcrlibjajy loan 
sySWlfi for nw- To sll of these kind Vermonleis, I owe my warmest gratitude 
Finally^ [ wish to esepness my immense debt to jane GweTiwood. my editor at 
Cassell, lor her generrMss support for the hook, and for making it possible for 
me to go to a Third 1 also nemEinber with fondness my former edltOf, 

StevE Conk, fen his mteicsl In and encoUntgemenl of the entire pro^Ecr. 

Mjimuy flookehm 
Burlington, Vermont 
May la, 1997 


PART V 


THE RISE OF 
ARTISANAL 
SOCIALISM 


CHAPTER 2i From Jacobinism to Socialism 


The iciDucTifc q\ Lhe FwhCh Revo^uilon did iiO! tnd w-ish the Jail af chc 
KL>ljtiipL<ms[^ cm JoJj^ 2S, 17Q4— ocr^ by ihe revolution.ary calendar, i^ith the 
cench of ThcrmldDr In Tear Two of 'Jk Republic, .^ong a nlinoncy of radkfli 
coTTipiiators, the tireal ftcvulutiem, as il tflme ly bt ailed, was ty hapnt the 
Napoleynit eta and ihf Bourhyn Rjestoranon chat followed Ll Although it was 
given a grisly image by the rctummg inouarchy and nobLlity and detg}' liif 
Lneamation of terroi and bloody nvil war, the R^vylucion lived Oti among 
beleaguered tepubhans, and facer among scviialists, as a valiant attempt to 
neacc a new era of freedom for ihc opprcsBcd masses of France and e^en for 
humanity as a whole 

Indeed. a$ 1 have noted, it mmained an impeiisbable source of lessons for 
revoluiionanes of every kind who. well into the Iwentirlh century, would 
model their sPaleRics on the DllaihiTiencs anti fwlmgs of to 17‘?4. E,acei 
generations of reveduunnanes would sing the ■'MarseLllatEe" as an inicmatianat 
hymn at gathenngs throughout Europe, and they would employ the wrm 
cLti^en (unti it was supplanted by lyimtiJiilf among snoaltiis and anaiehtsts} as a 
form of addre-ss m wnespcmdence, manifestos, and public orations well into 
ibc Eiincieenih eeniuty. In nearly all ’‘Vcslcm European countries, sdf- 
desipnated Jacobins were Co pMcLstm a scndfcntly repgblicin tdcology and 
establish jKyblniyix societies. 

but some ol these societies look their views beyond the cjepanstvc prinaples 
of legal et[U;th[y emtxjclied m die "Consutunon of '93.'’ They began lo demand 
not only personaS equality but economK equality as well, in what came to be 
Icnywti si red t^puNscanism. Such advances over a stricify politkaJ jacobinism 
consisted of notions of distributive ccynOmit: justi^t. accoifding to which wealth 
wis, lo bf. -equitably shared wiihin rhe cnistins system of prop-erty cwnershifp. 

In (bis respec:!, ihc pullncal and ceonoimc outlook of rtintieenth-iiniuiy ned 
republicans did tioE go mu^h bty<md ihaiot the ladleal English Levtllett; of two 
ceTUMries earlier. The good iocLery, according to Lev'ellers and red rqiuhliCTrns 
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jhIU, w;:;L'^ [« ronful (rf smiU-M;?k producer, pm^ants and aiti^iu^ 

<Ach 4( wtufn wu envUfd i9 iht buif 0 E kft h> C[jKfalK»luI 

pnnti^^j ar''n3.turH] kw," (ludl u llioec advocated b^CdloncL RadFiboTfiujiVi in 
ihr ?t3Piey 4«l>ai.t5 * EcoCiDCnK ineqpKiH;, radical ]^e3kn aifid nd nipublion^ 
ar^ed. could be dimlnaLcd b^ shaiing ihe rEiource? of society' tn a jList 
™nn^if, esperiRlEy by provldlsvg a raatcriaJ compewtwe—UJmmoniy, a parcel of 
]ind—to every potfl tnan and his fanuty. Ever/ "he," as ELamhoirnigh put i^ 
should enjoy the i^c in a free sodiety to secure a bencBccnl future u 3ui 
indtpendem hXHi cuitniaWf or onm u a siciaU mireprenouir 

Neidier ihe Leveflees nor the Ted lepuhltcai^. hoMiTs'eT. duiliengcd the 
c)CiiLeli(i‘e of private property m such. Quite lo ihc tonliiuy, they believed 
property should be heed of medieval encvmbTiiPOfil that impeded itJ equitable 
diSIribuLlon among the prasnolry and the urban pour. Wbat they op]ioacd ^as 
lhe tyuem of privilege, based on birth and die purchase of titles, that formed 
the SOCul UTfTasmKIurc of the anden regime. 

These views, oj course, were not sodolisc They did not call for the coltectTuc 
owneilhlp of pmpaty nr drmutd Out the producu of bbev be disinbuied 
Jiccordms to needs The wd republioh!,. c^tPv HWK dwidcdJy Oum the 
I evellers, desired an eeoniimically as well as politically equirahlc soeVety m 
Ti-hlfCh artLsptw, pwciity; iheU cn*Ti lOOls, and pcaMtUS, owning iheh o^wn plots 
[>l Land, would g^in the full rewards of ihecr blxrr without the eirplolulltin of a 
prOpfUyless class. In shon. I hey desired a social order that wcruLd equalise the 
ai*metlhip of property raiho ihan nillcctivizc it. Kuatatl'ieelng Ml KOtwrmc 
and pohneal bbaiy lot ail 

Thu txasicaiUy individuailulic sysiesn of snull'scale ptrodiLHiicni, careful^ 
iiitwd by a hitndly state iCii'or by lawfuralively mwigc-d cfedn mslLLDCWnni to 
Fosier ecjuality in ihe cyuTieriihip of the mean;; ol production, was to became 
very popular among aiUuni early in the nmeteenlh century in Britain and 
e.specully m France, whose e^oiKiiny w^ij matniy iWUCCUTed ajound handicraft 
producUon and a peasant aj^ranan society. Its most famous advocate was Flcrric- 
Itiwph Proudhon, whose ideil and tnfioence we shall eitaminc in due COUiM. 

liuMnuch as mury of ihcu French artuon^ had u coopoaie w dtfcml 
ihetnsehTS against the invauon of their markets by cheaper Ixtory goods and 
to lind ample credit to tide themselves ovet diElitull timeSv they early formed 
3KsoaaL1ons nr corporations for mutual aid. Sufh corporations were n(i mare 
socullst in the prtMtiniay Kns^ csl ihe word than, hr eMmpk. contemporary 
n^de unions or oodit unions, but the very fact that they seemed like authenUe 
producers' cooperauves cMdy induced social thinkWJ in the last century tCi 
view them as a foem of soCiAlum t^aid in fact, these corporatioas ofim engaged 


iirr volume 1 dI The Third pp 112-16. 



^ THE UISE LIE APTISrtNAL. SOCfAl, ISM 


]fi many oimmoTi acdviiKi. ran^ng from iJie innocendy festive to the militaTilfy 
defensive, that iiripancd lo them a sccminEly sociaJistic chara^teif. Indeed, ai 
they hecairur a suri of pTtJgWinumsc movcTnenr. with fnrraful demands For the 
reertfkadon of serioua injustices., they were oflen pejoradveLy called soL'MilSIS. 
Thus, [oUoivinj; ihe custotn oJ die daj.', they may wtivuniently he ineJuded 
und^e the genowl nihnc of artism^i] Hjcialism 

The earbesi authentic ardM-nal however, were those snlsaris and 

ihroristE who de:maudBd more than the eqwiiatLc ownership of private 
property.* They began to cballecigc ihe eniSttriM of pTlvaie properly as SUch, 
calling for ihe cplfeticve ownership of the means of production wherever 
feiisiWe (Ptudendy and for sound poliEita] reasons, these early authentic 
sociaJusts eKcmpted fiom. co'llcctivization the prtsancry. which viewed its 
ownership of family plots as a sacred nght.) As to the distribution of goods 
prodticedf ihese socialists nutially hdlcvcd that the produce td ihetT woifk 
should be shared according to ihe labor cotiu-lbuifd by each artisan. 

Still other socialists, who by the Ifl^Os were to be called communisls, 
believed in ii mote cthiraJ system erf labor and distributitm, one thst would 
avoid the mequiucs produced by uttavoidabk dlffereriCfS rn individuals' 
abilihes to contribuLe ihMF IshOT in the common society and srt individuals' 
needs. Gusded hy the majdm "Prom each according lo his (Or lier) abilities, 10 
Each according to his (or her) needs," the comtULiTusts held chat a truly 
egalitarian sodety hiud tO ult^ lull account oi the different physical capacities 
and needs of ns mfimbers. Accordingly, the dUCnbuLion of goods stwitild be 
hiLcd not on the labor expended by a. wytter m ihe process of production hut 
on the specific needs that he OF she had to sa.risfy—needs that Inevitably varied 
nccordiug lO the produotr’s familial and personal responsLbilluei 


CONTINUITIES AND DISCONTINUITIES 


Dunng iJiE course of the nincLeenth teniury, the aigsana! world erf smalt shops 
and tiandinaft produclion l« which diese ideas e^'ch^ed was gradually tepbeed 
by the proleianatt world of large factories and machine production, gjvlng rise to 


* Etm a liJlEt diacusiuwi of arnssiuil sorialiim. see Chapter 24. As G.D.H. Gate observe^ 
the wotd iiKldJlsm in the eariy ninetr-miJi century auiUirEi] j family of meaningi 
Mlntmally, it meant “coflective rrgiiiaiitjii af nkcn's alfalts in a eocpcr^.'iivie haiii.'' 
SwMltsts at ilvn time mifiht raatE on raJetence to class conlllcc, tor eKample, aitd "ihey 
ail jiiacked iht uTwIut itteqaalLiy {rf propeny aaul iawnme md they demanded the 
rcgubLitoiL and litmiaDcin eJ jmperty tIh^is"— which did liM. Aeceswiiy nK4n it* 
atiolilirm. GD.II. CdIe, A fiiilDr>' 6j idddltiil JTwngftt. vol ]; Fofieruiuicrs (Lendoci: 
Mactrullail, ItKil)!, jpp 't-3. 





a >claa5 of ■majn}y unskilled mstthinje operativics Civicn iht -cincrBtFKC uf rprtOfips 
ihFK wer; Uxi iFvg? Ii;> be ciKv^ieij hy a Single eraiisinau, sociaJbm ha:^ to change its 
"scale." 5D uo speak. Socsldst tdcolo^s arppcajcd ifiaL emphasized llie jnie^raUuh 
of pTudticLioii on a. re^lOfiiiJ 4S!iCl tiationa] le^^aJ. .^islLzauon soem began to mean 
the ccimpieue takeover oJ the coonomy cither bj' the slate (nalkmaltEiJiion) or by 
Tvorkcr-cpntnjllEd, conJedeiBlIy organized trade unwos {syndicalismV Parneru- 
lioly afier the Pans Cotrutiui™ of 1^71, anisanal soGalism stcadilj^ gave way. 
albeit ne^ver compleijely, to proletaTian socdaJksnL, wth corresporlding <;hiOgis> in 
ihc forms of otganszalion that workers favored and by which rheir re^'olurionajy 
leaders hoped ^t> chattge stiMiy 

The stiatcgiics that aiLLsanal and proLctaiian socialists used itt the^r simggles 
for social chanj^ commonly stood in matktd wottast to each oihei. Aside from 
ilietir coriiOTacioni. anisans nomially belonged to clubs and often to vfOrei 
socKties. They tended to denL.graLe parliamenwry aclMiy, «vfn where they were 
allowed to V(?te^ anil pjmed to- threa action in the farm of crowd assaults 
against the police amd military. In peitods of serious orUts, thfly olltn reared 
bajiicadcs and engj^d in o«Lri.ehl mswreciion. Hiesr organizations were 
generally iransitjoryi they appeared and disappcaied with changes in political 
and ecoitomhi conditions. 

By contrast, proletarians tended 10 form irade unions and poliikal parties, 
^^hen majtn social CtlSK produced jnsumeccionaty siluations, and even in 
pertnds of social revolution, industrial workers generally futlclioiifd (tiTOUgh 
mass parties, labor unions, and oouncilk which were often emensions of ihdr 
COtwdiMjn itig strike comntittets. ‘Where artisans built harricades, proleUutanS 
created paiamilLtary organizations. tVhene artisPhS tended W confine ihar 
insurrections to their own neighhoThoods, pioteLarians united by their 
taciorks^ rose on a atywidc^ regional acrd national scale, preceded by general 
strikes thai in some cases pajaliTcd an entire country These ddfercnces in 
strairgy and forms of Ofganizancin berween aossans and proletarians, to bo 
sure, were by no means injndad. As early as the iB20s. and especially tn the 
l&iOs. French artisans Look recourse not oofy to Ijvsurrenions but to strikes on 
an incredsthg scale, and they orgaotzed trade unions as well as clubs to pursue 
their ends. Nor did they eschew the use of political orgamzalitms tO elect 
depuEKS 10 paiLbrnemary bodies. 

hut the transition tom artisanal to prolclarian socialism belongs to a imer 
chapter. In the early nineteenth ceiicuiy snisanal socialists had yet to dedphet such 
problems as their rdationship lo ibe ruling elites of their time, the rUHUtc fd 
exploilation, and the role of dasses in creating a new sodet}'. Their theortsts viewed 
the fatmaandn of a Cixjperatl^^ wtirld almost ecturdy as a problem of moral suasion. 
They weire- convinced lhat the wealthy had to be persuaded by etlucaJ arguments to 
foster the viffipus socialistic schemes that abounded after the French Revolution. 
The good odBces of the rich and powerful, diey believed, were necessary to bring, 
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ab<>TJi: S^idal dwngc—iwnot [lifc smfwna'ncfi ciflwuij omijidJing citampiE of 
CDopenacive bving and producoon aa a means lo the baiddng oi ditn. 

Otviously, this view cf s<K:i?l changt (tlSCflUJ-Jigfd (h'f spread of class 
sttlS k$s riMions oF eJass struggle. Ln the eyes of eariy stKieJlsL 
thcarisis, the old and new potcnCalSS of the world wtre CKpcclcd to tend their 
support and wisdotn to the inujQfvation of sooalisiic schemes that in fact were 
eupKssly opposed w ihdrinteiests. Various sodeJisl theorists even tried to find 
a place for the old elites in iheir new world, wheLtieras (he ftnjnciet^ of soedaJist 
projects, admitiistrstOTS of sodairst schemes, or even as lire potential leaders cf 
a socialisi society. Hence the early socialist theorists etiiphisatcd nO! das.s 
struggle but one or soother form of cLa.'is reconditajtbon—where due emience of 
idtiK tKph.nutLon was acknowledged at all. 

Thus, with such amiabSe dews lowjjtd the wtalihy and powerful the uunost 
confusion eKtSt^d ifmong early sooatisia about how the owners of private 
property acquired therr piroEits. Did they do it by owercbargLng consumer^? By 
ercaciing interest from borrowers who needed credll to buy raw matcrtals and 
pay wa^cs? fcy working thelt hlMd labeprers m ihe limits of their physical 
endurance {sn explanaoon [hat conflicted with the desire of many socialist 
theorists to foster class hannony)^ by reaping surpluses fron'i sound 
agricultural pfaciicesl' Or jitupLy as just rewards for their contribution to the 
pTL>duc'uve process? These were some of the more popular nOdOni that the 
economists of the day floated lor pubiic oonsidstadon and ihar many early 
socialists itH'Orporat^d mm therr analyses. 

The ideological uansilion from Jaeo-binism ttr SCujUlksm was grtaily 
compLicaied by rcpublimn myihs and consplraicmaL organizauons. Tlte 
pi-et^lUng radical Ldeolpgy during the Bourbon Restoralion, especuilly in the 
lfi20s, was still cepublican—-and in many countries it remained SO for die rest 
of the century Monarchies and atisuxracics sitll appeared as the pnruipa] 
obstacles to polmtal reform, as they would up to the First World War. The 
di-simcuon between republican and sociabst alms was not as immeduttly cleur, 
at that time, as it is in retrospect. The largely republtcan rheionc of the Frendr 
Bievoluuon colored the oratory and literature of red republicans and socialists 
abke. Indeed, for a lime the two movements engaged together m che same 
upnsings and curtspiraaei and their members otien belonged to the same 
.secrea $oc1eues. 

Adding to the confusion. sOtuc mmimallly socaalisdc ideas could be coSKed 
OLii ol ihe CrTeat Revolution iiscLf. Sadnt-Just's proposal, in VmiOii fPebntary 
and March) L71M, that the properly of "reoogoteed enemies” of die republic be 
sequestered and distribuicd among ‘'indigent patriots." laier sc-emed like a 
.yrrialtsrlc willLnpaesi to redrsenbutE property. But ibese Venldse Laws, which 
I he O>ow;nrtoti enacted some four months before iheir sponsor wh brought 
the guiLloUn*. proved cmworkaMe. especially smee enormous difficulties Stood 
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imhe of detcrminirrig whidi cnjcrruEJ "MCi:igi1l3eJ"’fliM3 v.'biich pauioLE 
were "indigmi." Not" wore Lhcsc Ijwa- sodaJistie m tiaiure: ilioy lnv<i|vcd a 
sirt\plc UansJcr of piopErty Enora. a vet)' liimic^d nywixt of ''encmiics" Id ^ ^'ciy 
larje oumtjor of poor, which. Icil only a phiaiioe to each eh^lhlc pRlriciL The 
VcnlDse Laws could better be regarded a? a form of charity for die 
impoverished masses. 

Far more stxnahstic In njLiire were iJic demaodB of Gracchus Baheuf and hIs 
supporters who fonned the “the G&uspiracy of the Equals"' during (he spruig of 
1796, in die wake of ihe Great RevolutiocL The ""Mauifesto- of (he Equals," 
wntten Ln April hy Sylvaltv Marethal as a defmtlivc slatcmecit of thetr arms, 
represented a sharp dlscotitinuity with the French Kevoludon, ewen as it 
resDTiated wtdl all the Jacobin verbal flouriBhcs of 1793. ^The French 
KerioliitiDn ks only die herald of another ttvoluLicm," dedared Marcchat in 
the Spirited ]anEuas.e of the time, one "'fer greater, far more sdemn. which wit 
be die last of them all." The ConsLituliOn of 1793, the manefesto concluded, 
■'was a great df/acU step loward real equality, never had anything come so near 
lo real squjilLy Yet even diis laUer ConstitutLon did not reaeh ihe gtal atvd 
bnng about the common the great prinaptc of wbch it neverthetess 

solemnly consccrajEcd.” 

Giving rejilliy lo (his "great prindple," according to the matufesiq. wcnild 
involve nothing less chan creiLidg i "RETLJBI.IC OF IQUALS," in which all 
dtwjrepandfs of wcaldi would he abolldied by esiaWishtng "the COHyUNmt OF 
0000^1 Ko more individual owneeshtp of Land; efte iaitii fJidhngS U? w rmt. We 
are demanding, we dwire, eOMmUnal enjoymenl of the fruits of she earth' ihe 
j'mJts brloi^ to all"' 

This was heady language indeed. If doubts remain among hi^.i^n^ns of 
stXiaJism thai ihe Bahtiuvisrs demanded (he ei'cniual aboUtion of properuedi 
sodcre, they may he dtspehed by EabeuFi own defetuse kI his (rial, after the 
Eabouviir conspiracy wias beirayccl and its leaders amesled. jIs Baheuf riead mio 
his out record passages from his periodical, Tribitw oj the P'Kjplf, he 
unequivocally asserted 

The sole means of arrivir^ at |the Republic £>f F^utls] is to esUibfish a cctminort 
udministratum; to suppress pnvuie praperty; to place every man of laleni iti cht 
Itnc oF'Wtyrk he knows best; to ohbgc him iq dcpostl ihe fruit of his work in the 
oomm.oTi store, to establish a sjmpie crdminetriatiiTn of needs, which, kfisptng a 
Tccord of all ItvdiviidujiLs and atl the things thai are avii.ilable to them, will 
disaHlmite these available goods with (he most scnipuSous equality, and will 
see (o it that ihcy make their way into the home of every aneen.^ 

But BabtuTs appeal for socialism and even commuriLsm wp.s stillborn; after 
ihe supputaaion of (he conspiracy, ihese ideas Feti victim to the social and 
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palLtiul imnesb [tL3[ gripped mcisi France duntig Napde^mc and 
Rcstoiation ^icaiB. It was not unldl the lB3iis. marc dian a generation alter 
BaheuE uraj e^tricrated by [h^ Thtrmidonan T>ir^tli?ry, that aotlRlwrn aT:>s« m 
Europe as a Lasung concept and even then the word soeuaEifin was not minted 
m ch^ townto' the Revolution—raihar, ]t plrst appeared In pcini m 

England in 1S27, in a periodKaJ committed to Robert Owen's vision al a new 
society, tturing (he E^eslo^a^lt>n, from 3513 to 183t^, i’-icndi radicals were s*il] 
largely occupied wrth various neo-Jacobin republican cotiApir^-L^i! agarn.si the 
Bourbons. 

Atihough babeor^ conspiraity wi^ largely loTgonen after Us leaders v/eee 
ssecuied (ir impnscincd, one of ihe last surviving Babouvisls, Philippe 
Euonarotti, published in 1B2S a two-volume documentary' history ol the 
Conspiracy of Equals—the HiSIOprif dr lu anispfffjnon pour fitgufif^. (fit? dt 
—that caiapulted the plot and its drama into publir auenuon and 
stimulated ihc dcvetopmcnlof revcriurionciT^ socialist Ldcfls m France, in eowtrast 
to (he: Earner nottons lbai arusanal and sinnlar socialist theorisis were 
propagating. Euonarotti, a fiery Italian of noble ancestry, had been caught up 
m the Great Revolution while studying law in Pans and was granted French 
pnifnshlp hy (he Convention m 179 . 1 . Alihough he subseouendy became 
involved in the Babcuf conspiracy, he was spared the guillotine after its 
suppression and was imprisoned BvcnEUally be wtm( in(0 CKile Ih Geneva, but 
he remained a ^tiLanle msurreerjonary whose ideas melded old poLiural tmmge 
sentiments with new artisanal sorlaLsdc ideas. For nearly thirty years, the 
massive cultural and poLllkal backlash aEaiivst revoltiUonary aCDVity nowth. 
standing, he aeiively paiticipaied m Italian and French republican e-onspiiacies. 

Euonarotti lived long enough to gam the awe of young romantic 
revoUiiionpnes of idl hinds-—e-tpublsfan and narlonalist as well as sixahst— 
as tliey began to proliferate once again in die late 182Qs His book may not have 
been ihc kindling that fed the socwlislK fire dial burned in ihc breast of French 
youth, but it -was almost (.tfriaifily (he spsrk rhar wt il slighi. By the rime of his 
dcaih in 1837.. he had played a major role in transfoTTning ihc simple 
jacobinLETii of many of his young follwers into the vigorous newalutionary 
socialism of Sabeuf and hIS SUppOtiers (hs( stressfd miurttetion and ebss war. 
Indeed, before he died. BuonaroiO would sec ihc Irtcolor of the Firsl RepuWU; 
replaced by (he red flag of socialism in (be streets of Ly'On awd Pans. 


lAbORl-ST RADICALISM IN BRITAIN 

To I he ideologies diar were pereolaung In France in the early 

ciineieench [lenLury, EnUsh radicals added a new and more ihcoiedcally 
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«p)lL4i;ica[ed diractijunn In Lhc 1790s. rnsny stlhtykO JwJbmJ iCl En|i;tinti 
hid drmomlntivcty Kulcd Otr FimdiRcvobiUDCt kotn hiotu ihf C.funnd.hvr 
Bnutft‘5 (wm firii lennnl soodkun wnr dnwn ^«n uniqiid}' Engiilh 
%dian:t:^. Td^mmf i. saiitm^ntly (Maiou tconamic vnd »xiiJ dup^wofl 

■ATiiere cirty Femch eciimmic theorists siidi is ihe PhywKJiu, Imng in i 
predammiTiily jp"i" “O premdgLunjJ &[K3«>'. jppfopruijrlj^- «g«d#d 
j^pncultun u the source of v^uc and srdi^ni] s^rp^usn^ Bntuh economic 
OwmHs. tKni m <ri dl u^tiotiid fpiTvth. * labor (hcory of 

vjJuc So pefviBvie wti this oncnaiitfn m EngMi «ofu>huc Ovoiy th« (wny 
rcorwnitus in ISnUm (Aiy |ircipcTl>'' be called "taboitM9^~ u Ceor^ Ltchrlicun 
rilkd itioin 1 Titr ccninluy Ihii Englult econooiKS gtir 10 libor cin be crind 
Ircun WOlurn Beiiy in the lile sevenlcenih om[ory io Adun Smiih m tHe 
et^KmVh. bu4 ll WU Dl^ld Ebcirdo i genentiDii htn. Irnnjt, m ihe full odr of 
ihe h 5 diJS.mil ftfvoluHOfl, wlha drew from Ubcmi the«5rt theu bfOld WOUl 
ind econonuc uopbubOnS 

Thr nonon Eh«i bbor k. ihc somcc d( iD ''wciIlK,' ihc bborur dwonsis 
]5ol tt, wiM I«i4 10 5¥fy ridicil conclusions, ‘iy imbinan^ iht umuihiy oE ih; 
Vp'oikirr. Ljiboritl chenry' ^Incd a iremendous rKpunsuv)' pawer ihii w«s tnpre 
ipprO|Tnjite fur sdqbJui ide4N dun carLier, mcire slmptlsUc noUems. Indeed, 
before Ricmd-ci, Fi^jilish socialsstn had been tHite tnewe ihsn $ mursl Uieory thu 
en^lnod Lhe CKplakted und their explodters ro behave wlOi n decent rei^rd for 
each nctver'3 needs Thu lately subjecli^istic afiptnich nourished Very tulve 
Jitcl pcfomist miwes of social chunge. Most "Utopisn sotlidluts." JS Iftwe 
ftcderalbciniscir socullsti lAeciU-ld ciU them, were ccintertt to appeal lo employer?, 
(he SUM, ind (vtn dcifW losnsuiMtevKiou; reforms md ginKhuliU urucj^s^ 
olten m wiy? dui unifily pilrufuzii^ lo dhe lower oedcri." and m iwt ol 
■hen jocud "beUcri ” 

ibcirdo. whn » t, nun cl wesljh wu HT>'thin$ but i toad ndKil. cnipsned 
Cn tlie Labor ibcory of value i de^ee of dteoretieil cpnsuienry rhai none oE ha 
[rredecfSSon. had ichirined Mor only did he conceive oE lil»r u i commodicy. 
miKh like my orhei eesminAcbiy on the tturhet. bua he tisi the labor ihAory ol 
vihie m terms oE aubHUenre As a commodiiy, he snd; i worker's lalsof wis 
wiifeh. fw mott thm the mtninimh coirs of ixtainuuiin^ dm wofVwr in evefydiy 
lift md of eeproduan^ lulure workers lor die prodvebon of igranin md 
mduMTUl commodibel (leivmg inde wa^c Ductiutaons ihiL nuy aUc IrOm 
supply and deurmid and other lacmrsy To use Kimdo'i own lormijliuons m 
hu ptvout Idl 7 work. The f^mc^des cf Poihrmf Eeonony and Ta«a«, (he 
mninl pewe" ol laltoi is peeeisely whit i* "twcevmy lo emWIe die Ubewers. 
nnewuh anothei, lOTuhfUamd io perpetuate then tioe, wtihoul enher itmelie 
W Jjtninmwn," Hencie ihe vilur of labor—that Is, ihr wapi to which Uborees 
Hf enmlcd—^pmda "on the quantity of food. ntLcssirles, and convemence-f 
llhail betome easentiLpE (O htn from habit”* 
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IL? iog^cal Qoncbsion, ihis "iron taw nf w^s," it cajnc to bo 
caJled, meant chst poverty was a syit^jnit:—and cti-demk—candiUtjn oF 
o^pilalist society Poverty, in effect, was caused not incTely by ihe greed; of 
iJie nth; IL stemmed above 41 from Compelbtig laws of (he maikctplace, 
iticLudmg ihoso described m Ma^thusLin theory ttiat maitiUitn lhai surplus 
population always drives wages down to ihe barest minununn reeded lo keep 
The UtKnr fortT fllivt 

AJthough soaaJists were very critLcaS of Ricardo's implidt justificauon for the 
eslSlencc of ptiv^rty, his suhsisience theory of wages provided, them with (he 
mcars by which they could construct a tiii^hJy impressive case against 
capitaLism Without ahandonlng ihdr moral condemnation of ihc sdtseeking 
bourgeoisie, especially 0s the Industrial ftevolutitm and. sll Its horrors began to 
crest In Briuin. ihcy could now' support their demands for r compJere 
reordering of society along oooperadve tines by pointing to trends inkfrieni 
unthm oipiiahsiTi at uic^i. Armed with this snatysis, soculiSH influenad by 
Rsca.rdo's labor theory, or "left Ricardians," oould now demystify the hidden 
natiute of csfpitallsL cicploitation. Ihcy could dispel the chaiacterisUc claim of 
capitalists 10 the ptrollis th^t ^ectued in their factories and. banks as a Fonm of 
fairly earned "remuneration"—(he "wages'’ of capital—for the services (hey 
presided to the etonoirny. Ricardo's laboriSL ihcOry cteatcil the basis for 
undersianding rhar wags labor, as a disonu social reboonship between the 
capitalist and (he proletarian, was not only exploitative bui necessarily resulted 
in the impoverishmerK, indeed the destitwdon, of the industrial worker. 

Even among radicals who had studied Ricardo's works, (o be sure;, these 
ideas remained somewhait hazy: they were not lo be ful^ clarified until Marx 
brillHindy synlhcsized bnglish economic theory with French socialist ideas, 
while m France ftse:lf. no such atg^tiuent ^xtsti^d umil these theories crossed, the 
Channel. But awareness, among early British soctaliscs.of the unique features of 
capitalism w-ns grow ing, as a rrswlt of new economic devielopmcnts. Far more 
than any eouniry in the early part of the ceniury, Britain was wtmessing a steady 
erosion in the status of Lraidilional artisans, (he substiluUoci of machines for 
hsndwfllfk^ aud iht uridermining nf ihj family cottage Indusiiy hy ibe Eacrory 
system—in short, ihe Industrial Rcvolunon. Unavoidably, these basic changes 
m British society - and the searingly harsh social conditions they generated— 
obliged early BnUsh SOCilllst& 10 ttunjicend the poliocal limiisoEjaocibdmsm. But 
it was above all the early appearance of the Industrial Revolution m England 
iliai profoundly influenced (he nse oi socixlcsm.. and noi only at home, where 
Its Lmpoci—(he degradation of the proleOmat—was immediale. bu( in time on 
(he eoniinent, where capitalist sociaL relations were poised 10 pcnelrale as well, 
wreaking a siiroLar transEoeinauon on oonunencal working daisses. 
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THE INDUSTRIAL RITVOLLmON: PlsJCLANP 

England is Justly died by inosL hiiioTisni flJ the ccmnliy *1 twigjn far the 
Industrial ttfWlutKin., since tt was here thal most nf thir lechnoItJgical 
innovadonj were developifd ihai lud the basa for The CacKiry i^strm and 
niionalized (arms of lir^c-scalc ag^Kultutr Bej)imun|| wnh |inh»i U^'all's 
s.ap}iLs^dcaiCi4in *s the steam rtlgjne, they eventually tranilcMmed the enntr 
slmraiDt nl soaal life both m Britain and cmJ the eontment BUI thf Indusldil 
Rcvolutaon wu-s nnl only a process cd m(schariizauon of pIToduciinn: Ll eiIsq 
T tifanc iJte nse ci^piCalisL SOnal relatiQns, which had already begun befuK 
mechamzauijn. when nelaiiwly indapfodeni cottage workers, using lairly 
■nditmul tools and nuchmes, vne ^oupnl k^geiher mu siteds or isnories 
(so named after Ihc uuvelimt "iacinri." whn pTCmdcd ihcm with raw maLcrials 
and bought up ihdr semdinishcd goiads) sfl that theu output and working 
haur$ oould regulated A large cottage irvdustry of amsans was to Doein$t 
with these factories well into the rutieteenih cennity, but other prtJtesses were 
under way that would foully iransfbrm ihe nature of prodiKtkfn m the modem 
world 

Any account cd the impao oi the limiustriiJ Revednuijtn on the i evolutionary 
iraditioti must draw a clear distlnctjon t>riweeti the strUunj; techtioLoglofE 
innovations that iiiadc the Industrial Rei'olu.Udi1i ptiSsitSc^and the Uctuia] change.s 
that ifidustrulization broupjht into the ei’efyday lives of ordinaty people. 
Ajlhou^ technical: umovanons vrere ohvuHbfy necessary fot the ernergetKe of 
an mduslfUd eipuaqisl ecemfimy, then impacl on sodely tlscll was often very 
tmm'cn—an unevenness thpt parOy explaitl-s the varying tensLoni iJt^il pervaded 
die entire era. The discovery nt a new technique, it is imponani to note, wias noi 
immedmety followed by its jpplkaiKin lo indU-iiTy Ctflen a COnstderabJe lag 
existed between a technolopcal discovery and tU pracocal use m the ecotminy 
Because of this Ug, the "prokunanizatian'' of the prarkdusatal artisan, world 
was dtfo rcUtrvcIy slow— pnjvhdmg tnre for the emergence of Widespread and 
oftcJi stonny Tesislaticc to the lactory sysnern. 

The dcvck^puifht of new machines, ■well beyftnJ the rcsouroes oL the artisan 
ofid loc Large lo be used effectivdy th cottages, hegfin modeslly llfi John 
Kay im-enied the sooibed Dying shuole i atmpJe devKC ehai madr u possiibJie 
tor a ccriJim weaver id ptcHucr twi« as much doih as a scngle mdtvrJual oould 
ThcieafteJ netciswy clearty beiamc the mother of invention, a» eich innovation 
in The tcKtilc industry creaitd a HLajor discquillbnum In the vsnau? Stages of 
doth produeuon. lOay's ffyirig shuttle, for Evamplc, creaied an enormous 
demand \Drf ihread.. a demand that could not be satisfied unul new techniques 
for spinning became available A full tbtny ytarf laui. m iTt^. thu ehsparily 
was Mill only pntdy ncsolvtd wien James Hatg^iarves designed a siraptc 
spinning jenny that could turn eight spindles in-swad of the sin^ile >pindle ol 
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iJjc tradiucina] ipimiing wheel Five tiwjre yiears ihcn had lo pass before Rschar-d 
rtrltwrisJn, in 17b9, patericed ihe ivater-powered ip^nfllng frartic, whith. tmspJ 
on ihs miaey mmiOh oF (Wy wi.S yf hyllcrs, tould pioduoc a iiner and u|^ia- 
thread. The wacea frame allowed far die use yf ?5 many as four hundred 
Spindles, i^hich could produce iheiipensively in England eEk line handipim 
j^am and clmh ilui fashlon-CQtiEaous Brilons, had previciusLy had lo import 
from India. 

It was not until Ji dtrttlf later thit Hargresrres's spinning ;(cnnjr and 
Arin^Tight's water frame were improved still further (yy Samuel Crompton's 
spinning mute in 17Y? Now the English ttKlilc iitdusny had a surplus of 
thread hut hot ehOUgh hiCciiatnaed weaver^, lo turn it into cloth. Until 
mechanized weaving maehmes came into use, mfdianLeidljr sptjn Lhresd was 
still woven by artisans using hanilooms. Indeed, the intcn'als between each 
.successive: hut partial cechnieii] innovBtion. were fillrd by using ihc labor of 
many Lraditiotut arttsans and cottage workers. Small prndueets who wholly Ot 
partly finished macbsnc-produccd commodilks were ihus long indispensable 
lo I he ttperaiions of large mills Some six years after Crompton., in J785, 
Edmund Cartwright finaJlly paieiiied the pnwi*? Inoin, which, after Important 
refinements, laid the basis for the mechanization of the entire cotton cloth 
mdusny 

None of these inventions could have been suriielctu to assure: England's 
industrial hegemony if the prime mother had been only water power, an 
unreliable source of energy th^t limited factorv sites to streams that were often 
remote From comnuereial centers and ports. This crucial problem wisulnm^tely 
resolved by James Watt's modem steam cnjync. patented in 1769, which in 
time was to become the pulsailtig hejri of bclorKs^ locomotires, and 
steamships. Yet Watt's steam engine was still too ineffideni and fr.^L]e, eweft 
decatles alter it had been invented, to completely free factories from their 
reliance on water power. Indeed, many of (he eigliieenih'ttntury inverUions, in, 
their original form, were very cumbersome and crude and constantly in need oE 
tef^ir. Mitiitiig operations were plagued by flooded pits, and cheap steel long 
remained unavailable, despite improvements In smelLtiag 

Not until the nesi century did further Lmprovemems., especially more 
sophtsncaicd techniques, (if insin.imeiufuiLifi, tiiiifce these intiovsucifti emlneritiy 
rea.sible and economically predominant. Indeed, ii was not until ihe 1339s, a 
century after liay's. Flying sbullle and some sixty years aFtcr Wju's steamenginej 
that modem Lndusiry in England finally arrived. By that decade more than 
370,MG' operatives were producing cotton goods, many Irti Fatwries m 
LancBihire and Yorkshire. Still another gcrtcration had to pass before the 
new system crowded out nearly all handworkers and cottage producers—by 
which ume EngEand hed earned its tide "the vrarkihop of the world." 

The technological changes introduced by the Industrial Kevoluuon 
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producfl] mqor ctui^^ in iht of Enf^d For 

khh^ fmar W liwf g.enerjtion^ before ihc IndusLniS Revoluuyfi inumphtci, the 
Lraditional w(jf lung, daw >iwi been divided aemrs'ng mn^ners, jPUnie>Tnen, and 
ipprentkeii: now it UEiderwent a swtepinfi meiam&rphbai!. ' Worltcrs" 
included Q'iily artisans (l^hrindusirial joumrymen as welE as nrasi^sj'. 
vdso waEkt4 ki (aarljr sImU ii^loDalkiftS liOlh Urob and hand-opeiaud 
nvduncs, (ml mdusmal wmm((its wha utre unt3cJkdl ati^neU highJy 

lanoniJEfd. t^pLi^ilnJrnsivT fiU-Lorici. closely suprrvisEd hy foremen and 
irunagers 

AlLhongtl borh artisans ami prolcLanans were lej^rdetj as wraikarii nad 
a^chotigh bdOi assumed the name prglftmaM L[KiinicuLarl}' Ln France}, ihen 
tnlrrcsts, behavrorai paiienH. and de^et o{ imbuniy divt1||;jC<l mukcrUy 
Ge:ner7l]y attUJin^, wcs-ikm;^ AUtiide ihc tndus^ruil cn^.'ironmenl, had a ceruotv 
buinde in (Jciermming. tbctT woitang hours, and ihey enjoyed m desrcc of 
indicp>ciHlence m produang a lairly coenpker produci—imparLinj! m diem a 
seew oF CTflftsmansJiip and pfldr (ful w-as denied to factory prolctariam Nor 
surpnsingly, these antwjrs opposed rJie maiMduii^ indusmai lysfem unlh a 
miliLmcy ihaT was, me ainan|( earfy faanry ptipjeraiianji, trurtif of w4sEytn were 
raMt^ subdued and. dcEcicntuil li.Tward Eaesoiy owners, 

A similar dlffcitntianjnn oteutred wrrhin itw "boprgyyisLe." IninsJljr Weaning 
"Inirgher" nr cHy dr^cller, the word Iwurgeoi^ In ihe scircrucemh ajid cighietntJh 
efifiLurles was ineieasingly applied lo proFcsfloiuls, mwdjarsE!i, llnancicrsv and 
wlfi^i>-die^ recjilefs who e(t] 0 yt<t a cotnfnrtablle kneonw and held property— 
cspociaJly land—ui antrmms tlut now sei than span henri eedmary city 
dw£l]ft> Wiihm even this fairty awcirphoiis category, the fnduMrul Revcilnnon 
slowly prnducfd ancnJjcT fteitvage. The hew indufitnuJ iLasa, which more 
ap|;ropnateiy should be called iirpRaEists, began to develop inUKSCs ibai wt:Te 
separate from—indeed, in collldifin with—ihoM of the traditHanfli bouiijeoisie. 
Ihe tenn htatii]i;enii was ihui rmhc appenpnatelyafipbed to n,OTU>>du^nud vpper 
das>ey -unul a t^pilailist ruling lius with shai ed soda! interests rmcrj'cd dm 
i-ncompissed fmanders Atid mcichants- as well AS indusirsaliste ' 

These duLInrlions are Tar Irnm SEinanuc quibbles. The social mciabolksm c^l 
I he early ninfttemh cctiUiry Ww profoundly ^.Ulded by stru^es bciwneen 
craftsmen, landed bourgeois, merdsanis. prolenacianSv arsd indvsirul capiuluts 


* In ihis conntviioti. Warn and tnfsels, in then tally wnimgs. UEeda mrabnliiy ifiat wai 
mijreiiiucipHnsty of funire dcweirtprnrnrs lium It waa applicable an iJteir dap,' In the mid- 
iiinececnih ctniarv on die coinlneni, arriwiij ptedominared ui inanufiKTunjig and 
ilnlLisrnal prolnaruns were .trill OJmparativrly iwe, yet hiant ohco avd the weird 
jiiL'ittmjn CO refer ici die wiJfkrnf t lasi twtn vrktn lU. Mrja sliU jrtiMai,iJ By dit ujrie 
•ofcen, be uud ihc «mt bn^pvtue rnm u a Ubm *Hm du 'bouii^ttc' wai mm 
•nrviwed m lan^l ihin m mdustiy In ihc ISTQts. eiipeaaSy aher his h|thrs wnh iht 
folhuvcnc nf lynHidJum, kiarx UKd these Cfttni mlh iprJiltt disciimiiUilKSO 
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As snuMKJds -SriiSCi ch^Sc Sltaifl viriously iwrkcd with each ulher at wme 
cimei and opposed each cnhcj ai other Umea. By the end gf the ceciiury, when 
artisans had all bul disappeared as afl imporUint productive force m hnELpi>d 
and Gennany^ the words bour^egis and oapitulise oartu lo denoie a broad but 
single soda] group -sneh ^s fattocy (.Jii'neri, hankers, and Laige commercM 
whgieislers and nerailers—whose interests were not «n^ hiS'ical ly shared bin 
organicaJly Lnterlocltcd. 


THE INDUSTRIAL RE\1]LUT[C3K IN FRANCIi 

On the continent, the lag in industrialilatio-nH pc-odiionig uneven levels of 
technology iTi the various stages of prexfuedon.. was even moic marked than in 
England. \Miorc, by IS 10. England could boast of possessing some five 
thousand steam engttves, for example, Fiance had only two hundred. 
Cgmjiarabte dwergences m mefhanization applied to nearly all branches oF 
French industry. OfnersGty, loo, in the rcpljcemcnt oF certtage snd aetisinal 
production by ibe Faciory system, France lagged far Ftchttid England. In ihc 
England oF 1H50, fnr ctcample. nearly a quarter of a million power looms were 
in operabon. compared with about 40,000 handloomsc In 104® in France, by 
contrast, despite iLS subsiamially larger jigpulanon, there were only 3],(MO 
pHiwei- loitnas. (Noneihetess. France had a large textile output, which suggests 
diac French handlooms—whose scale we can only guess at because of the 
decentralized nature uf oOtUige produedon —wsth enurmnusly pigducdve.^ 

To- be sure, France, tike England, had a number of large Lndustruil 
installations. The multistoried brilisFi FjclotteS hke rhe figulion and Watr engine 
■iiftjrks were marched by the l.c Crcusoi foundries as early as the 17^Qs. But if 
small ftmts and cottage producUein Lingered precariously in BnLaln even unbL 
the middle of the nincLeenth oetilUty^ they retnained dnminanr m France, and 
foi' a nmth longer period of ume. The hand production of garments and lurury 
items ihat gave frcndi goods then worldwide reputation fOf artiStty and i^uahey 
played a mrilur economic role even inio the iwenrieth <;encuTy. 

The marked lag in the spread 'of facioncs in France by comparison with 
Brilatn is accountable partly, perhaps decisively, by what Tom Kemp has aptly 
called "Ihe essential paradoK of mneceenth-cennuy France."^ As a result of dte 
Grcai Revolution, Tmticc had one of the most mdividmiisnc poliiical and 
Jundleal systems m Europe—wFuch, other things bemg ccioal. should havt 
supplied an enorrnnus impciuii to die nse oF Indusuial capitalism there Vet the 
same Revolution, by removing die feudal burdens on agricukure and 
contributing to a widespread redismbuuon of land, also fumished the material 
undrerpitmings Cur oew of die moat self-suEbcicnt peasanmea in Western 




Europe If ils vEtf Klif4U(Ibtvn:Cy, ihe pnHnlry <Iom 4 oil mwli of Fringe's 
doanesDL ituricei. w (aciofV'BLKit {(ocmIsv a«uin^ luck ukc-dovc (or ihc imu 
]7f0ductxni oi DDimRU^dllks iudi n !»l}^ prOiJucUk l^kc 

To <j;di;xr])uc Clk uHjiDcm^ ihc vay in^vidiul tlut the Rcvchiimi^n 

had ETipaTidcd "EonflTmed ihc ptasatiL cuslom pf |]atidj divi!$i'nn dh 
mhenUTire, " Kemp nPWJ, "mdl ihu» [MevcTHcd the development of a lolly 
itidnnduah^ agrloallure over the counuy a^ a wlvok. " The LTitieritance clauaes 
e>r the rcvoludofiary and Napoleonic elvi] codes 

Lontnhuted to moFc-eilement Iparcdmn^ oE the peaunts' limds where ttie>' 
did Eiol cncEHJtage the LmnsttUMn of fsiiuLy size. Md dodbt they helped to 
catiMtve Uk pewniry, alheii ai a low $un4aed df but ai the pnee dI 
unpedm^ ilv cxpuinMon of the mlcmal mzrkcl aDd ihc tiealKHi of an urhani, 
mdustnid proletanM * 

Thus, despite the S«lEiiti|,ly 'btyurgeeiLs ' rri'Dlulidn frf French 

induitria] iiapiLalbLJ IKIually fovtid themselves pt t eonsiderablc disadvantage 
with Tospevl (c» ibo^r Hnj^lish eompeiitors, whose govern inenL was enf^agod in a 
frenz>’ of Land cneJnsurea lhal vutually desJjerycd the ^lish peaSMtty. Sea^r-in^ 
"deserieJ viltafics" m ihcir waSte. Fnench rnausirtiil tapiubm was sipiLficantly 
tnopetied by the very revolution that has been desenbed aa classicatly bDui^ecis. 

Nor was ttie French bourgeoiisic itself disposed Id foStrt Industrial 
development afor^ B/HMh bn*s. In the eirfy nifitMemh cenrury the btg 
hour^erHste^ eenined in Pans, connnued (o espend Ms funds on the 

puTclusc of land, cM tnoet^di and sUir bonds, and dft mdfleuiy specublfon, 
lo the general negim O^l ihe mdnsiml ecortomy. $1il] predommanlly ai^aiun, 
ihc French eronomiy was hidebound by tradition—pwCkhkjd, «:afl-oiicnlcd, 
and above all,, fbtated on iJie value of land—the very tfaiti (hjt had marked i,he 
economy ni ihe anclen re^tme. As for the expansion oC the inlema] market and 
ihe ovETComing of rei^onal isolatjon, few statistics hl^llghl (he difTeteuces 
between Englpnd and Fwnce tn these year* beliet th.Jri (he numhers tor railway 
mileage laid down. In lb43 Bntish rails extended ior miles, compared 
with only Z68 milts in. France—a neaefy lenEbld ddfeiefloe thar remsined 
■stgnLlicanily undimlnished Eor decades. The extent Lo which tegronal 
disanciions. so prcnUHirKed in ihe preindustnal era nt bMh owumn. were 
ditniiushed by uvluHnili^iuon and by radroads siron^y idlcctcd ihe kortds of 
socabM ideas and ptlC Uccs lhal would devdop on each hdr uf the Channe] 
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BRITAIN'S S0C[ALT5^T TRAJECTORY 

E^iariQTnLc Lo ht ?iure, cannot accouni for l)ii; i;iiEE<r^nct5 in iJbc 

socialist muveinrnL'i that cmcTigpd iti GrtialH arid Fr^'lrt;: pftiHital traditions, ihr 
ElcxtbiJity of In^ttmitncUf, and the cuttuiaJ ^Lan of the Itthortng classes 

had HRmfioant eEfcLl* ai well, but the nylc of ei)onLjmu- EBOIors- should nol be 
underralftL 

Readiin^^ unprc^Ydeitied peaks early in the t'eri[ur>'. ilnLlsh land endosuies 
produced i l*b(sr ioic* hat was inchoate and dttttoTaJued. one lhal even lualfy 
idt pr*y ni rulhkss eJfpSctvutiQn on the pan of fiercely oimpf iKKve dactorj’ 
owners. In Enfsland liseLf, ExrwTen 3^00 and 1^20. acres of 

open land, wi 'which many i-riUgers drpeEidfd far and pasitarstge. 
endffiwet. ktvu^ tncaleulahle numlxis at rural folk i4 (be mercy of mdusmal 
capttiluu The bboi loroc ihat entered the new finglth bcumcs was (bus 
msde wp<tf brttlcin pecpleL dcheanenetf b^ the loss not ontyoF ihetr hemnc) hut 
oE the tradluonaL prtnemons (hai had once been supplied hy (be landed 
nobLbty and hy i^uiLd.s l.ike (he independent arUsanid handworkers who were 
faced With eKtlTlction b>- power-drtven tnijhinery, the new itidwitnal proletanat 
was caught in the K.ir>h len^Lon heiwecn a raUoiutlzcd factory system and the 
more or^ytnic llfeways, howc-Tr miseriibfe th«y had been matcr^atly, tji 
prdttduiftinal vltlagd sOcaeiy 

Cannily, British litdusinaf L'lapitalltsis expLoited the wenkucHscs of (his 
prolelJiiat by playing tts religious and gender dlliyrfnie* agtnnSL each other 
Ah<jcn iwfnty pvcrteni of the new English [wol!c(anai was composed nJ Insh 
peasants had fled devastating economic condtUons in iheir own counuyt 
jAcrunony (l» ed tasily between Irish CaibCilitS and Eftgli^ l^olcstunls. 
deipKe (he imMty (hat both groups shared m faciema and ilums Such 
differences krpi proletaruns sulhcienlh' ttmded aiinonf^ ihemseb'ES (lul (heir 
potenIHl (o uhKc in oppositKNi bo then eAipInyers w^-as., for a (ime. (Intt(ed kiio 
triLitiiat hatted'--untd riass eivnsciciusTicsa bef^n to difute the nuEice Engftsh 
workers harbored toward "Eorcignets" and ''papi'.ts." 

Moreover. ;An estimaled three tiuanets of the factory labor fprt e was made up 
of women and childceti Socially vulneraWe and teljUvefy dotiJt. these Rrtnips 
could be redufed (t> submission to factory owners with rdPtive e.i>e. No Mction 
i,if ttw wfltklftfS piipulptioti, dvTtog the cniirc IrdusUial keviilutlron, was Tnore 
ruthlessly estplniletl and more effectively couLrC^lktl hy tlvc indtwirfa) bnuTgEOisic. 
Efcnale writker::. jtctierally mtinuciatrd by ihctr employers, could be hired instead 
of mtluani nules Inclined to uade union or^ni^aag ChildiTii. for sitndLar 
leasoits, were wvwked ui eKhsusnon, growing, up into an adult gcntraiion 
pbyikaUy Weak and defoetnrtJ by tickets. So warped were ihew bodies that (bey 
unnerved cvcfl the riding, dasses, who rtqvired a supply of pbyacEilly aide 
■cutiits, mat only fur f-ngland's laaoncs but for its mdKxy forces u wteti 
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The monc -mtkfMtKlen; ^rlisans, svill roowJ Ifl the cutmtai hFe^n^ay^ of iJir 
pTani::fuSLriid past, wen: Far les.$ ateeptln^ of thdr delenDratinj; scoaL eondulon 
than ihese induiiiUl workers. Ewu and ntaf-klSLiflreeiWi'ns av^ food shortages 
and $CKid abusES were (heir tyrnicai Forms of protect Even aoikea htgjLtl U 
occur, alrhfi-ggh Oiiy wne liJ b«crTK more chaTlCKfWOc oF tndui^rial cImii 
anisBuj workers The skilled keebncrii 4 f wctu, on amkt as caify a 

17Si>^ aw did lundoii udon 4 yf» taber. both acdom b^Ui^ sc^erd wedu. In 
IT53 in MandifisifT. (arpencers, jomeilt. and bncWayers—iiax Is to say, 
arusuis-—its we]] as coruirucUon is^orers engaged m a work stoppage for higher 
wagci, wen raising tnCTTiey 10 defend ihdr itnpnsoned leaders. Ab™ ail, great 
liungrr riots swept cwei krluun Ln 1795-5^6, inarltf d by vmiial mfiiurectlotis and 
attacks On the person oF cFie king in London, led hy craitspeople whL>$e 
beUigercney was tedoletvt pf die waning nOfiCirpiLfiLlaiK wwld 

(Xher ardsan revolts were more organized. Tht Stonar/ LudJne tnovrmtnL 
wtueh uied lo prtsove old arttsanid li^wzys by dinugjaig new Ubof-savSng 
nuchines, was imUued rnamly by nHiage lace and hosttry markers in the 
klidlands, spreading to choppers and coiion weavers in lflll-12 TheK' 
arasans and coLlagcrs Weff hardly a riotauE crowd bui were made up of a 
nunibcT of w'elL-orgjnlsrd groups who scfieily dlrtfled ibckr acoviti^s agamM 
cae^Jully selected industrial Laegcis, Ouiing lh< summer of 1S12 ttic 
I'ovemment had W Siaiion mfsre than II.COO wonps In plitces where 
maehine-brcaJang dlMUrbaJiceB ajid nots had occurred- After a bfief hialliS 
Ute In 1-613, the movement rrsumed, pankkmg industcul capitalists mm Fear^ 
of a weikirg^rilieid inaJillT«(ttKi Not Until * major tml m Votk Cxsdc was- ttieli' 
mcneiiKnl effieclively |ml down, lesultmg m the hangiLCig of iweruy of thnr 
leaders and the perul imtfponaiilon of seven to Auuraba 

Such behaview at>d values, as G-wyn A Vf'illiEtmi » peroepOvely condudes, 
w^-re cssentiaLly pfe-Indu^rHaF in a deeper sense than |he mere^ teohnlcal 

"Long have we been endeavoring to find oursdves men^'' said the idillcirs of 
[he Rmish Qcet in 1747, "Wp now find ourselves ats Wc will be treated as 
such." They Irjrtied itUa tone bom CUbrrs. The first jwElftcaJ atatemcni of tho 
instmci wjs iiiKle by men who. however poofr ooukt nor oonctrve of 
themselves AS IfacUrryl "handSi''or a "labour ftnee," men wuh the dignity of i 
skdJ and the myicery of a men who polrsbed tools and Impw the ' fine 
pointsmen whose *i^e was a "selJmg pnee" and whose property was 
labour, men whose vducs. even in A^h^r^icy^ were luted an earned 
independence- The statement, once made, was universal—since,, to quote 
anothpr uf them —"d inan's a man for a' ifut"—but Its origm should ru>c be 
riverlaoked. ThLs tj the ocntial uuih, ,,, The ideology of democracy was pfC^ 
Industml and Lt^ lint *enous praccluoner? were Mru 4 ans.^ 


i» THF HISe OF ARTISANAL 50CIAIEK 


^^'hich is not lo say that [he new indusuial pnaletariai cOmpicidy in 

ihe (iit-e [>f rhc icrriblt abuses mflicled u.pcm iL Tbc fast "inodeni” LndusUial 
strike seems re have oceurred in IfllO. when Manthtsler collon sfMnnrrs l<Fi 
ihfir raclories by (he (housiunls—disbursing amonf; themsclvics, for ibdr 
subsistence^ £1^500 a rveck in strike funds that they liad jtccumiiUled. U a 
iisjbinger of Uier strikes ihat were lo s'keep up industnal piolcjlanans Ln great 
for hightr wji^, shcwtfi hiMics^ aitd Smptpii^rd wtirking conditions 
Vet St the beginning of the ccntin>' the English industnal proLetaiiat wasahs^dy 
nuikmg Ltsetr felt, opening CKpecUlUons that would tiWikc it the focus of socialist 
bdwlogy fw sewttiil generalinni 

NeverthcLess, neither the tnidustiial proletariat itor the artisan crafttvorkers tn 
England challenged the eKisting sLructuic of society as such, despite the 
anenipts n( many radtcal theonso; t« impute sueh atms to them. In the wake f>f 
Cromwell’s nile, the ruling classes m Eritam had developed a suflkient degree 
erf inscuuiKitval flembility to l«ep mouem^tiE undw conn'oh dwtr 
willingness to use force against rebels notwithstanding. The g^eat movements 
of the English working dasses. including Luddisjit, were cJJcctivdy contamed 
within the pschfohenwty system— to an exiecii thin compiraWe moverttems in 
France were not. Unlilte monarchical govemment in France, parliameniary 
government in England always held out the prospect thaJL it could be reformed 
to benefit the poor and disenfrilnchiSed, with the nrsuJr that Atiy Social or 
polinoal uplieaval, far bom mienjiFymg tnio a revolutionary situaiion, could 
ultimately be setded by compromise. En the 17903 the bnded classes, in an 
•attempt tp keep the rOr-al potrr from migrating lo (he cities, agreed at 
Spcenhamland to provide a basic, aibeit meager income to (he most 
Underprivileged residents of the -countryside. This measure, which retnsiincd 
in effect for dccsdc$^dld noi prevent all hungty and dlAposse$$ed villajgers Et^nt 
migrating to the new industrial towns, but by providing a semblance of 
patronal concern and by giving traditional rural 4!oclety an extended lease on 
life, 1i helped kejcp revolt in abeyance. 

The Chartist movement and. its outcome eneinpLify this contarnment of 
popular opposttkiu. Adopted in 1833 by the l.ondon Workingmen's 
AssodaUon, the People's Charier raised basic demands for refoints likie 
unlvemal manhood suffrage, payment for members of Farliameni, a secret 
ballm.. fairly divided electoral districts, the aboliiun of property qualLficalions 
for membership in the House, and annual parlisjnenls—demniitU lhai more or 
le.ss had already been yarned in the United iUates. 

Support for the Chartist movement came from altncwt evety jecEor of the 
Engtish w-orkirig class—factory workers as well as artisans, laboners. as well as 
InteJbectuale, clerks as well as alehouse proprietors. The movement had a 
certain volarLbry, and some of its actions took threatenrng forms;: in July ld39, 
after the House oE Commons njeeted the Charter despite tfie miUbon and a 
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qki^rLcf aUaciicd It, l}ir cnsiung populEir an^r gcni^rjccd njou, 

Sinkfs, and even local uprisings. Talk of matrlght civil war was nfa buL not 
frigtiUEHmg nwugh to piCvtnt ibc lEnuse from ccjcctmg a kcchmI ChaiEut 
penivn HI LS4L In 1440—tuclf a year df MtiKtl insurreclton on the 

contmnil—a p3an lo present Chardsi demands i;o PailianfM-Eil ^ ytt maihtr 
great peuuon, acoornpanird by t mass demanstration. ^nerated a veritable 
panic aiiMjnj; the mJmg daiJCi EjrpettiTig hundreds of ihoMsands oF Chaitists 
to all bin Invade London, they proceeded io Lum the caplul inLC an armed 
n'amp A luge avlfian mnsubuUcy was reennted. from the middle classes: die 
aged Duke of WdhngitHi w» emrusDtd with the oithmjmd of in army to 
defend the and even the (|ucm was sfnnlcd off to the l^e of for 

protecHon against (he atiticipiced insuireemn. 

But the panic, as It turned OuL, was utJounded &Tice it$ hlg^ paini in die 
early Lh40ii, (he Chanist movement had adually been waning. In advance of 
the effort, its leaders were sharply dwidwl over snaie^. and the eelattvcly 
small czOwd lhal massed to present (hepetmoTi wu patendyintlmiditedby the 
^(ivrrrimen('» mormous shoAV of fonr. The tniddle^Uss ckmcnls H«ho had. 
fomKfly svpponed the Chwiwts h*d by how tamed Their attenCwn 10 olhcr 
pressing Issues, espectaily an eflotl to abolish the Com Law$, which had been 
enacted in ISl^ 10 ressricl the imp&rtaLicin of com m the mletests of the landed 
classes, but. which were keeping domeatlc food prices and wa[-es inordinately 
High. Indilitnal workers, far their |iart, had shlfied from Chaner ag^Utlon to the 
aoeieidtlem nf nadc lankms (which ihe EcpcaH of the (lombkutKHi Acts had 
pemultetl) as die mosr pmniising tneans for ochicvifig (htv thiiuriil gHits 
Finally, the iillfuis, new]y harnessed by ihc induitnil sysLciru were tuirung to 
peaceful fonns oi acnotii to preserve their w-atucig status and hfewayi. 

In fact, a strong piiTiu facie case can be msidc Cor correlaimg the n$& of 
ChitdSfil with worsening economic oondtPuni, and ils ebb with material 
smprovfmemsL It was when lh< pna ol com tncfeased enormously Ln 183ff 
and when a sevree dcpressiDii developed In 1^2 ihu CfurcHm became a 
ma^t force, as woikirig-cliH finy twehed Tica.T-)ri.>urTTi:tionary pfoporlions— 
only to wane during the inlervening yearj atvd virtually fade iwjy after 1841&, 
when bfrad-and^uuer trade Unionism began to supplant Chartist Inducnce 
among the proletariaL 

Moreover, even JS Fadiamenl was uang a firm stick to inlimidate the 
Ciurtist m(wemcn[.h was alw offering die working cUsses a cxrriot in line tonn 
fd. ameltowve bben- Icgt^tHHi In 184-4 a Tory paafaaautii puMd a law 
reducing the working tune cf ehiltjren beCween the nges of eight and thirteen to 
iw and ■ half hoiirs daily Young people between ihirlecri and eighteen could 
nut work tnore ihan eleven hours, and child and femalE labor prohibited 
completely in nurves. Three years lalcr a ten-hoar workmg day Ebr everyone wu 
enacted, moking English labor legistanon amoi^ the eoosi advanced ui ibe 
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ivoritj. J^iiclDuy mspctlors iplWLiiceiJ (ti Ckvc^sct wjjrltiTi^ Q>ndiiiotii, 

ihac wduL-d ^in a jcpulation fai an unpriefedenljed. cnlLc^L 
frankness, [n ihe years lliaL fdlciwcJ. rh^ mLddk tbsscs and ever brjpr secrors 
oF ebr wn;;r}citt£ cl:#S& ^aktued ihe franchise. Aparr iram a few flare-ups—which 
ihcmsdvci nn^cr scrwusly [hrrJtciied rhe social order — ihc English pi-olerariai 
was ullimalcl}' dotrwSdCaiecl. 

The najecrewy of English SDciaiisL movcmenls was no more icvolnLionaiy 
than Chartism. Sodaltsl proSeisnaiis and arosans pui iheir cFFisn-'i nno die 
fOTtniliCsn of (;Oi>JieTativcs, bcnctii and cducadocial sodclics, and ccnvcTitionjl 
uade uciions raihci ttun ihe fomenUng oF inSTiCrfsiicloiis. l-jittr gencraiiotis of 
SQcialisls pinned Lh^lT hop^S 00 rhe foTmation of the Labour Pariy.. which 
prorcssed. 10 ;;t;ek a srscialisuc soctcry by electoral means. Nonetheless, hcFonr 
English socialism was entirely lamed, many early English socljllsts and diar 
anarchist aFFtnes were ctimniiued lO ItM pfliiLamemar}" appioaches. In October 
1^133 delegates to a Cooperative Congress in London, called by ftobert Owen It? 
•jnire Oie coopcralive and Uade union movemenlS, fliried. wHii ilie formaiion of 
a "’Grand National Moiiil Uniori of rhe Produmve Cb.'ises' (the piescncc of the 
word "MftTaF is worih noting) and wilh waging a general strike as a means to 
achieve a coopeiatNe sodely. In the wmt mcruh a uneeimgof Ckasgpw woTiters 
endorsird tesoluuon lor a general strike in terms that Harry W. LaidJer calls 
"like a mcidein syndicalist mantFcslci."® 

Em the suiltc plan they discussed was not getierjl m any s-yridkcaJisi sense; 
cm the contrary. It was irittrtTinretu and fragmeniary. Wcukers wcnld set aside 
some of iheir income, and when ihejf had atcumulated suEBdent funds to cover 
their living nrpenses feu an extra week ur montli, they would remain at home 
fpr thill penod rti nine. Afrerward they wmild return to work, repealing the 
same alremaUtig scc^uence of work and idleness. Tbs "direct Action"' wsl^ 
tnlcnded to eventually reduce capitfdbni to a shambles. I ^idler's opinion of Lis 
inilliatKy noTwiihstanding, the notion was naive and never canied out. Later, a 
more lesobie notion of a "’Grand National Holiday" uF one mKittrh'i dur^tkon 
wciold capture the moagmaiion of many Chartists, who actually managed lo 
bnng out workers for several days on the ‘'holiday." EuL the iLrikf had no 
Slaying power, nor did it assume naUoctal ctimetlsitynS- Following harsh 
persecution by Die authonries ^nd ^ Lack of conventional trade union supporU 
ihe edfoTt—and ihe idea of a general strike—Jtizlcd out 

For all his single-mindedness and icUaLlsm, the great "utopian socialist'' 
Rnben Owen was by no means a flreband He resolutfly opposed the 
notions of class conflict that were percoGung through the English working 
class. Initially a texule manufacturer, he had introduced sweeping reforms in 
his faetoty at New Lanark to show itipt capi i aJlsm ciiuld be managed 
hcneficendy and humanely, while si ill making a pjohr—and New Lanark 
C|ULck1y became a showptace for vii^iLLng SLaiesnien and Indik^inalksts.. In his 


FHOlil JACOEilNISy TO SOCIALISM 11 


l^tcr cndcavar^ hi: ho-pcd id ltciIe i new siiKbccy SEniLtured arnund "village s 
«f cvuprrPlion " As Ow^n envisioned it. these self-suffinenl "vT.llagcs," 
inltiaLly paopLcd by the unempbyad. would combine a^niiiuLcur^ WEdi 
mdU-siry lo produce feu members' needs and then eKchangc their surpluses 
isifh one. ancuher in a spsrii of coaperatLou i^the-f than eoiiifwnrlon In Lime, 
he hoped. Lhe "villages" would pcaceiully replace caplLalism and its 
mdnsrnal isisiallaiioni, opening ^n era of harmony and brotherly love. 
Owen even tried to gain governmental assistante to realize his plan., which, 
needless lo say, was noL forthcoming. 

Alihough he devgied the rest of his lift ly Tculij-inj this esserntally 
preindusLrlal vision of a new society, none nl his practical schemes 
5ii^:te!eded—le^st of alt his allempL Lo finance, estsiihsh, and maintain a 
ulopian eommnniiy m the United .'jiatcs. Yet hts nreSess tHoTIS 10 miprove rh^ 
conditjon of the working ebss made him, for a lime, die indubitable leader of 
early En^lksh teadf unionism, while his propa;^n,da on bchall of cooperatives 
helped, inspire various commnnLiarian mavements that flourished wdL into ihe 
nest ccuLury, bolh at home and abroad. (In ihc late Lwenbclh oenlury Owens 
cmiipeTaiive vision continues lt> be recycktl by tommunluinans who appear to 
know nothing of the "vilLagps of cochpcralion" or the lessons lo he draum Ircmi 
ilieit btlnre.) 

?Lir the rc.sL of ihe nineieenth century, Bnush sooalisin prolikttsted into a 
variety of tendencies: ^ild socialism, tailh its einpha.sis on localism; Fahiati 
Kicialism, vath its emphasis on gradualism and education: and even a small 
Manoan sfloalLsr tendency and u Fpttly rtspeci^Wt anarchlsL SCefie. &ut all of 
ihcm culminated in the creation of a pariiamentartan labor movemeni of sizable 
pro[>OMiLins. As feu the Labemst ideas of David Rjcajclo and the socialisls who 
had drawn out then radical tmplieadons, they were ahi^rhed into the synthests 
pmnluced by Marx, whose economics were far more Ricardian chan many of his 
supporters ackciowkdgEd. 

Ironically, the greatest single achievement ol En^ish socialism—or at least 
the English raditsi milieu—was ihc work of an exiled iierman who, cnsconeed 
In the British Museum, pmdur>±d a isaasterpiece, C^pitul, rhii pt^^Foundly 
^ped socialism in most of lhe world—except, perhaps, in Bitlzin. The passmg 
of lhe arusans—and with them their strouj^ smsf -of independrtvte, rhdr 
soin^timts benifln traditional bfeways, and their commiiment to a moral 
Erjonomjf—had done much lo deviislli^ ihe Bmish wort|ti|, dnSScS and Siefr 
them toward, parliaraentar}' solutions for social problems. Idealisuc social ^oals 
Were consLELEndy rEplaoed ivnh pragmatic; refoims to limit working hours in 
factories, £iqj;md ihe franchise, and allow for uade unions and a social 
demoenatk labor party. In England ii was ulrimately m parliamentary kglslailon 
ctiac social changes were registered. 


U TilC kl^h m ATTIMNAL socialism 


THE FRENCH S0CEAL[5T TRAJECTORY 

In Frflnce. by CDCitrast, social changes wwe vlLimatcLy le^sicrcd It armed 
ioBuir^eciciiift eIlii, ev?ri as Failunfs, leFl a ]e|^q^ oF ideal isra w^lh 

^tHirmous irilcrnadonal induena:. 

Erom an idirylcgitSi Jirid emiUional slandpoLnc ihe fij^cTn^isi fncL nboul 
French socialism 'vas the drama of che Grtai RtvciluUdn itself. Hau.ntirLg every 
aspeci of O^ilit [Wlirlcai life—Tcatuonary as i^ctl as TEVttlLiiionaTy—it wps 
foTJRht and rcfoughi Ln the very wniln^ yi bisloiy VEisioTians of various 
if.voju.tlynary sympaLhics VTOtc accounis of ihe Revotuiion as UanLomsls, 
RobEspaemsES, H^bsrns(s^ and eveh {albelL rarely) as e7in!|Fi. On. the ocht-r side 
of the debate iverc htst-oriaus 'wh.o admired the Bourbons, the Giiundins, and 
even ibe cotitticlptibk Dineciory, not to speak of EorLaparliscs who fipjiritd the 
rcv'oLu.tionary inaotU For ihfir EfnprTnr. and modcrale republicans who were 
if< Uiticnica]ly inspired by the monumental events of I ?-0^ +irnl afterward. 

Indeed, unnl ihe lB60s, when Saron Ffaussmacin began to destroy ibe ficy'S 
rcvoluuonajy diaiactEi and its iitany landmftrfc.s by building broad avenues— 
Sn useful for pioviding a clear line of fire for artillEcy oi roul dcmonsLratcirs— 
the REVoludoii WiiS inscribed on the cily of Paris Itself. The Tuileries, m whijsc 
masnificeciL gardEns fighting had bTcilten out in .)uly l7Sy and whose palace 
l.yojS JfVI and his family had occupied oftEi the woiwEn's matc.:h on Versailles 
in 17119, wi^ .^iill tire offtevai center of the national govemmem. The HOtfl de 
Vilk still stood asa lestament (o ihe rev\ilntlioaiiry Commune, where Hebertists 
ettrog^s, and Sfetionnairn had debased furiously and whftt Kohespicne had 
briefiy taken refuge after his fall tti^smuch as the Parisian city haG became ihf 
uadinonal srn- for the sanclificatiDn of TEVoluiinnary governments, radical 
msurrectionajies would refi^.ai(d]y iry to occupy it in lliE name ni popgljr 
se^vcttigmy, recapilulfltiug. its importattcE in the GreSt Revolution. 

The ijuartiEn^ houses, and SiteCts th^t would form settings foit iunttee:n.lh' 
century barricades—aEtd the paving aionas thit would be ihcir buildtng 
materiat—liora itstimony lO I’sjis as the world eentei of rcvoltnlon, but 
especially for tht people oi France To live in P^itis in the early mneteentli 
Century w:as to dritiJc at chc very founiain of i-fvicpl nton, to feet its presence in 
every sucet, alley, cul-de sac, and avenue. There one could encjounter the sons 
and daughters of the sons-itsjlDttet whn h^d driven forward the Great 
Revolution—and even elderly men and women *40 ihemselves had played a 
r-olc in its cverns, Phystcaify, deapitE Napijleiju's jelf-tekbryJlcry mnnuniHjsus, 
Pans remamed an overside medieval city with narrow alleys, cul-de-sacs, and 
twisting Mieets, shiided by ovcrhatijpng tenemems as many as seven stones 
high— the ideal urban landscape for barricade fighters as well as Jot snipers 
Hj.jwever poorly armed, crvilians could defend themselvis In ibLi chy with 
rrlling effect even against mained proftssional iroops. 


TROU TO S<X';iALl'iU Z.1 


Pam. u»/w±s itvc cmuj of ihc nuts cafe life in furctpe During dw 

pTnpne and ihe Sennbon RmonUon, de^K JiicmpQ (Q sjppresA 

their pcillii^l oiatoncal ebultuaux.. r adval PajisUns took rpery apporluniry 
CO expnesfi (heir caustic vienrs of the cunent regime Oniwsd l»1 the CJJts wrtteie 
they dined, drank uilne, pb^d che$s, and read periodtcals^ ardent young 
loKiiettuali mixed with literite artisans—alihat^h seldcHn wKh ordinaty 
workers—(o create a highEy ■sptriwd pIsMtit forum- As wme loosened both 
tDngXie:^ and passions, they tnnspaned one another to visions of a f tUnce ihal 
would once a^n upirntd the lonch cd an entighltned Euwem .jgasnsi the Holy 
iMjbncc. the unton of powers that Menemkh of Austria, after the Napoleonic 
w^iTS, had bshioned with ihc complicdly of FiussLa and Russia 

PaihcuLarly afler the Bonrtwn ChiWl^S X wm disfodgied from the throne injuly 
IH-dO, fbtiS het'-ame * fomle ^ound for republkan and soedaiist clubs, AltratcUng 
cspectdlly ImeUeemalS) these political clubs prolifccRLcd viith a new vibllty tn the 
[cmporanly freer atmosphere of the Orleatust monafrehy. 'Young Panrians save 
avid suppotl to Poland's effons in emancipate hetsdf from Russian tyraTiny, lo 
tireekscrugglei ag^insl the grip of TuTkish rule, and to Italian auempis to forge a 
naUtm out of the many territories that fwaured iht peninsub. Poring over the 
pamphlets that passied from hand to eagerly waiting, hand in the radical 
demimonde, their ferment did not go utlrwUced by police agents. 

Sroad c-cmcepPons -Cif P sodiilist sociei^' were to come slowly, Eenerally rram 
ihielbctu^l-i: and journalists. Apart from Dabeuf,. whose Conspiracy of F^uaU 
vfas resunected by Buonaratti m ItilS, ihc <Hllt4r important socialistie 
vl^lclnary Ln frante was the Comte de .‘iainr-Simon, who, dcspile his title and 
claim 10 direct! d-eACtnt from Charlemagne, had managed to Surviut the full fUT>' 
ol the French Revolution. Saint-Simon rematned ihroughout his life dedicated 
to tlie interesis of fo ctose la pN oomhreuse eC Li piits pouwe. as hr pul it—the 
downtrodden French wcukmg class, which was indeed the ^'incwi numerous 
and ihr poorest.’' 

llis mlcnUons and bs fantasies oJ a perfect harmonious scKicly aiade, Ssmr- 
Simon wjis the most conspicuous c?r iht ui&piatii to make a hardheaded 
a^^essmenL ol rhe Itidusuia] 'R-cvobtlon and to extol its economic promise. 

advances in tedinoEogy. he vicTi’-cd te aj. die elue of cht 

brure who would^ in a world guided by reason, reorder society to idtcviaie ihr 
rtiateriai misery of the masses. Les indtistrirls included not only the worken bui 
pracUca] uaennsia, managtaii of industry, enginteia iacicny owners, and 
bankers, who Saint-Simon believed could be persuaded IS dwmfl 
their finanail tesoutm mio soiaally benign enierptises Any oonilicts benvee-n 
these grnii|H. he contended, were needless, the revullS of *■ JOOilly thsioneid 
^<KHly lhal his utopna w'cnihl remedy. 

The changing emphases of SaHit-SimtHi'S ideas brionp lu a history of 
VkiiIhI ideology ntho' than to the present book, as docs their evolution over a 
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span of somt Lhitly years itiKi a jusdiicauan Foi- » Lfdinocnitijc Dligaidiy tSainl’ 
Simon held no brief lor democracy') and a planned economy Here t[ is 
necessary orily ic> noift ttiai, m eertarn superficial hrsprets, he anddpaled Marx's 
ccun-omisdc views: further, he the earlicsa thmker (c advance ihe basic 
proposatLonj ft! f siate-guided socialism, -which were nol lo be lakcn up and pu.l 
Into practice for j^encradons In the carty lS2Qs. Saini-Simcn'$ d,i:^c3ples 
remained idcoloEicatly tniirely within his eisenialiy letbnoctatic iramewoTk 
But after theu masier’s death m 1325, they set our on a course of iherir own. 
otpanding his call for ihr moral regeneration of society and even tor a "New 
Clirlstianny'" into the esiahEishmcnt of i full-fledged Swru-Silmonian church, 
nepfete waih ntuals, hymns, costumei, a quasi-rdl^otis hierarchy, semifitis, and 
scripLural compllalionsof his writings, supple men Led by addLlions of their own. 
.■ythough ^dlnr-iiimoniiim »nk no lasting remrs Sty the French wnrltlnE classes, il 
exerdsed a certain fascination on some of the indusCneE: ro whom its founder 
appeaied—tvotably the battlceT Jacques LafTiUc; ihc Fcncr brolhers, fmanders 
who founded the Cr^dii Wohiliei; a number of hig manufsctuifjs; pnd the 
Rifted joumalLst Pierre Leroux, whose Sarni-Simoman joumaJ Le Glaie “coined" 
tile word Sdtidhsrnc (ichether indqrmdcncly of the British or noO in Novemher 
1832. 

or Lesser Importance in their day hut nonetheless of cotisidcrablc tong-tanj^e 
influence, parlKUlatly among radical bohcmia'ns, wtre ihc FounerislSi, whose 
miiftre, Charics Fourier, deveued most trf his iifc m foTmuianng a soentt of 
human nature based on "universal" laws of attraction and repulsion, and a 
iwespontling plan for sodal nKonsLmclKifi. A hrifliant pamphleteer and a 
biting cntic of hourget>is fweienjjons, Fuuner Temjined S loner in the often arid 
fields of utopian socialism, tfls spare lime—he worked as a traveling 
saleshian — was dtvotedl Id cneaUng eKlrpordinarily innovative -schemes for 
soda! rcj^ncration Wilder faniasies ihai he harbored, such as "anii-lioiis" thai 
were l-o replace eKisting carnsveres, seas Lo he filled with lemonade, and stages 
of human advancement that somenmu re^emhled $ctenc^ hoiiott, are easily 
derided. Ycl Fourier, who gauged ihc progress of humanity by ihc sUtus of 
women in Socicly, drew up serlyui p3ans fur sclf-sufDdcni ctXiperaclvf 
commumdes, which he called phabnsienes,. composed i>f individuals whose 
natures would complement each other In nucl iruthematiral ratios. Instead of 
honng loll. wort;. In Fourier's utopia, would he an enjoyable and vaned activiiy, 
with an almost houriy rotation of tasLtsin horticultural as well 3S aitlsanjl work. 
Hts nrlgindLlty m thl^ respect :iUrpa^$ed thai of soctahstic theorists who 
followed him—indeed, many ideas that he nourished abtiul the social 
ot^gatiiaation of creauw work are relevant to this day 

FLiurier''s uiCjiia was hy no means an cgalitaiian one: members of a 
pluitanaiery were to be rewarded, not on the ba-sis of ihcir labor or thcLr needs, 
but aocor-dinfL to die Einanciai uivcstmenl they had made in the community. In 
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Lh^ rcspca u is difFicuLt ta caJiL Faunei a socialisL Y-cl was vigoromJy 
npposfd Co tapiuEisriv, whose abases he never Ceased Co diroaiLcle and aLLack. 
MoTeover. hii phalaniieries very dascLy lescmhied Owen's- "^iJlagcs oE 
raoperaLion” Cso much SO that (.■■upious ink '*fa5 spdLled, ajnemg OweniCei and 
Fopnenics, over cht nresome issue oJ wtui had "plagiaiued" Emm whomy 
l^igniricantly, and in sbark contrast t-o Saint-Simon, Foutict eschewed all noucins 
ot a cenCraLized, scale-managed ecoCiomy. a fcalute oE his worli: that endeared 
him to anarohisLs 5ater in ihe ceneuTy. 

jOthough onJy a smalt number of rcnuierists clustered around the lonely 
man in cIm IFiiOs, during, the years foJLowmg the Ftcvoluiion oF ifl30 Fourier's 
idras gained a respeciable toUowing among craftspeapLe as well as intdlLecruals. 
[jke the Sainl-liimoruans, the FouricrisCs after the masCer's death propajjated his 
ideas m a soosEiSUC Form. Mor did F-ounerism lack for diSLiUigULshed admuers m 
I he; EngLish-speoldng world. In varying degrees American joumalLstE and 
authors such as Albert B-rtsbanc, Horace Greeley, MaigPicl Holler, Nathaniel 
Ha'v^'tltorr^Ct, and l^lph Waldo EmaTson dtisecnmaced his id.eas among thair 
te-aders os well as their peers in the progneBBivc Mew England dite. Some of his 
followers created phalansteries in the United Slates, of which Brook Farm, 
ouisid^ niiston, us [he m4.)S[ famous. 

Pnor lo the 1330 Revolution in France, the leading utopian sxijlists. 
iiU'luding Saitit-Simon and FouricTf vigorously Opposed 'iUsultetctOhi atvd 
esehewfd a ebss analysis chai Focused on onmlliot berween the working class 
and the boucgeoisie. To be sure, they despised the exploiters of therr day. Saint- 
Simon, lor cKPinplc, tleCcsled the idle and reacCKitiaty landed arisCocrticy chac, 
dunng the ResmTadon^was the pfeemmcni social class (which may account for 
die support he earned Erom ftnanders and manufociurers). Fourier,, lor his part. 
Feared tht impact of competition upon preindusUial sOCleCy, and ihc very 
nature of his phalarLSKnes Telfectcd Fris disposition to Eavor rural tife organized 
along ftimmunal lines. That later socialists turned their adenCton away from 
the?e ideas and mward the woiktpg IS duc tO ch^lir umpian nature 
than to the great upheavals, early in the centiny, that occuTred in France— 
cioi^bty the msuirr^cwotvS of the early IBidi and the Revolution uf I6'l6. These 
Events and the stirring demands ot the workmg classes tor more treedom could 
not be Ignored, leas? of all hccnusc chey wiene backed up with hairicades and 
muskecs- 

To French arusans^ rtiost of whom worked in small shops and who often 
uspircd to independent enterprises, ihc msuiuuonaliatd trade uiuoiusm shai 
■Would seem jfain a stronghold u.'rAoUg English factory workers wm iirelevanC. 
Nor did ihe French padUimenlary tradition, in contrast uo the British, open 
auetiuts for the expression of woikmgndass dtseontent. As a resuft^ French 
Workers, like radical inteJleciLiaLs, rended to i^iew dlfcei, siven nhnnrd 
lonbontation with an oppressive regime as die principal tneatis for iriijlvthg 
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S(?aal mjusdoes. French sodaLisLmoveraenis^. In cfJcct, dtTrttdpr-oftmndly Ircun 
thdr Bridsh cavntcrparls, ncHonly because they appeajieid laier but because, the 
pKlftsm tff e^rly sodjlist theurisii nD[withj.iatyJlirig, llvcy weic JtlPCh mc/rt 
insuirectiftnajy. 

The counljerTevciEu,Lioniuy backlash against ihe French (tevohjldon, -especla]^ 
under the Bourbon memarehs Louis XVIII and Charles a^SO brou^t die 
repression oE Tepuhtican and socialist nwvcniiecils. YDun^Tadjeals were chLi^cd 
10 romi secret conEplTaEOrtal ewupSv mfltiy of which favored it thclT idejL 9- 
"democratic and social repuhLic." This slojsan.. which was to resound throu^^ 
iniich of French revolutionavry hLslory during the CCrtEUry, fused radical pofidtai] 
Jacobinism with clearly sodalLsdc ends, pointing to a change not on^ sn ihe 
gaveming negiine bm in the soda] order itself. A "dctnocratic and soda] 
republic" wodld be one lhai prodded for the poor,, the underpyLvilegsd, jtnd the 
helpless, and one that protected craft worlters fTcm the depredations of rhc. 
privileged and powcrFul, and from the inroads of industrial capilalistn. Foo' 
ituny ordinal^' Parisians, prior EO the 1^30:5^ it Was ihus essctiually a dolen^i^'e 
concept. In whKh government would rectify gross econonuc ineqiptiea and 
protect xrtLsans in thetr traditLonal vocahons. Nonetheless, so intense was the 
rcKtiotiary badtlash during the RestcraLion ihaL even this moderate Idea could 
be advanced only in secjei conspiratorial sodeues. 

How widespread republiean conspiratortal groups were in this period, and 
how many were socialistic, is hard to judBC. givcri the dcmimutlde they 
Inhabited. But the underground world cicely became 3 rraining ground for die 
forrrration of eirprcssly Lnsurrectionajy secret societies. Although the Italian 
name for these socteiies. cdrk-wri. Is the more familiar one in preseric^dity 
accounts, the French name, durrfronnerie may be more appropnaXe because the 
societies probably originated in FreiKh'SpeaJdng areas of the Jura MounUiris 
among militant charcoal burners. Their name come! horn the carbon they 
produced, not from any use of eaibine weapons. And their rituals and 
hietflmhieal sirocTures wene Jedofeni of (he Missoni, ilbrii without any ciutMF 
metaphysical language. 

The aJlinity between their names notwithstanding, the iwc moveirucnls vrete 
of i coniideri^ly dUfeteni nature, in the rwo counuies. Wher^ di« lialian 
curhonon were primarily nado-nalists, the French chorlioiiFaerie brouj^t together 
red repubheans, emhiilered Bonapartists, and socialists like Buonaro(d (who 
actually played a major rale In both the Italian and French groups). "At iu 
height I the charhonnerirl had about 60,000 members in iUoy depanments [of 
FrancAj.. (he ma^riiy m |he ea$t,'' obscn'C! Pamela Pilbcam. "'Its rims were 
vaguely subversive, stressing (he brothtrbftod and eejuaiitj^ of man. and it 
attracted yoomg tderiists as well as lepublicans ^n(] 0o«4pai(ti[i uOMCondkd 
m the new le^rac."* To circumvent the Et^sioripon pen^J code that required 
any organizauon of more than twenty people lo be official^ approved, (he 
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.rharlMnjijne limited each camponeni group, or veute, no twerny tyr fewer 
members. Again Like ihe Maaons^ their network was stnirtwced hierarchically., 
culmmaung in a cjommaindmg veitu jsujttnfbie m Pams. 

Although the cficsrhonnfrie had been formed by Jura woikmcn, the 
m Rtiwrawm Frarice hecsifle ttseniiiilty an ehte phenomen-cm lii 
red republKan and other memberi tended to he not artisans bm studerns., 
former Nspcileonlt oifkers, ronwtiLic TiUtcrs and portsv add even libcraJa who 
preferred an Orleanist throne to a Bourbon one. Arttsans, who consEituced the 
great majority of french workers at the time, aeated their own socirLics based 
on lellowjihip and mutual aid, t^uite apari from Lntcltecroal^ and profeuionaliL 
r>espiie Legislation that had been, passed during the Revolution tatinkng the 
traditional ^ild system and aJL kinds of Irade unions, master oatfusmcn and 
journeyman eswbtishtd benefit and rsiucual aid groups lo advance iheir cvtvn 
inieresLS.. Heie concepes of mufueflisme were nourished into a spedficaJly 
artisanal socialism wcU in advance of Proudhon's wriungs on ntutuaiism in the 

le^s. 

The most eonspicuous and rambunctious muluaJ benefit soaedes at this 
Lime were ihc eomfwsnpuru^^ci. which were formed by journeymen artisans. 

or bachelor ^umeyruen.. wandered around Prance seeking work 
and jiaining sidlLs, finding temporary housing in hostels Allhuu^ their 
sucteiies were formed for Uifiir mutual bcnefSl, utg^hiSrd accordthg 

to iherr trades and housed togeiher in close quarters, V?ere imbued with a 
strong sense of craJi exclusivity and arrogance. Corn^gnons from dtffereni 
Hades bcqucntly dashed with one another, often violently and imtously 
expressing thcb trade parodiialism as ivetl as iliear social discourenis. Tn (he 
cafes and succts of small towns and citks they were a pcicnnial soiirce of 
working-dass divtsivencss -^l though in limes of social crisis, they might unite 
lo ft^t the authoTUies as well Nouetheltss, as their mfi^ting UlusiraieE, crafi 
disitiirtions still divided Prench workers. Indeed, it should be noted ihaL the 
slogan on which the CifnnniitiiSt M(ini./eiW ciadcd—‘Workingmen of ail 
counincs, untie!"—was a plea not only for inicniatiDnal das® solidarily but 
also for micrual da-ss Unity 

Ey the lB3[}s, however, a new mood w'as in the air. There was a grtiwmg 
feeling among wt^kets that ihe term cituiers, so commonly used as a mode of 
addrc55 during the Great RjerolutljotL. had a dual nicanmg; it meant one thmg 
for those who wfwkecl and anolher for those who idly enjoyed the fruits of the 
Worker*.' labor. If cccmoiniscs and utopian j/xiiilflts- suH puiiled fwer the 
sources of prohii and ptreached dass conciliation, ordinary worker® 
fnsijnclively knew that they were being eiqjLoiied, m efiect robbed of dieir 
Lahioi ptne. A realizadon was growing, ever- Hware elrarly, ih^u J^cobini^m, with 
ti5 mfssage of polLneal freedom, wa. tnadequate to address the needs of 
''^orkerSi. stdiLed and unsklLied alike. Wui-k^ iri EngLpnd prance wpre 
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-toming Kj undjcrelacni tint [TTCtdinm incaTnp3Elic if they were insecure, itl- 
fed, ill-housedK shim-lived, and denied die ilmpka amcnilics -of life This 
understanding did ncH, in itscLf. render workers, least of a3L master artisans, 
Tftcqniv< lo sDphistksicd ideas of socialism. Init H did open ihcrr minds to ideas 
of cooperative produedon. speiEing an end to Jacobintsm as the dominant 
idecdogy of social rebellion 

Ai the nineieenth century approached its midpoint, it was evident to the 
clearest minds of the time, be ibey communists such as Marx or astute 
conservatives such as Aleials de TocCt^evIlk, that ihe Futviv would be shaped by 
class ctindlcrs, in which the propertytess masses would be aligned against their 
propertied opponents. In France, the cransitkin from Jacobinism to socialism, 
while painfully slow, was to be completed in the foiAtth decade of the century, 
when ihc red flag was pitiEd m open msunecdon against the tricolor of tTM. 
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From Restoration to Revolution 


fiMiCc wa* W $njoy piidc oE place in prMliJOrLg (h'S pniiapal, indeed ihe 
kgtndary rcvolulinas off ihe plPtifiHuh cenumj', virtually overahadn^iftg 
uprismgp elsrwtveK nn ihc ELunpean conlincnl Tlii Futti^h knew it— 
p^meyljrly Ihe Parisiatis—and so did iJlJieT pftjplei, who dther loved -or 
dtteiled the city oF the Great l?ii.'olptioti according^. Amcmg those who Soviet h 
'va.s Arnold Hhec, the German publkiii and co-editor with ihe young Marx of 
the rJfUUcJj-FrdJiidsLscheJflhrhucJiev, who e^latmed at ihe outset of a ioumey to 
Pans in 1S46: 

We are going to France. iJic ihrestiold cd a niiw world. Ma>' it Live up to oolr 
dreams! At the end of oUi journey we will find the tosL of Paeisij [he 
cradle of the new Europe, the great laboratoty whcM wor3d history is fornicd 
and liii its ever fresh source, k is m Paris ilui wt shall live our lictorics and 
our defeats, liven onr plulosophy, the held where wc are In advance £?{ our 
tune- will only t>E able lo uiumph proclaimed In Pans and impregnated with 
die French spirit.^ 

Not was Ruge's lomanlic tuoyancy withoui hisioivca] jfusdiicalioij. If PaHs 
never became the ceucear of Voung HegdLan phJosophy (hat kuge naively 
hoped for, h was cerlainty the theater for at leasi thre^ revolutions withiiia span 
oE tony-odd years. Us romanpc JUra as the: TevolutLonary cthter of Europe, 
Indeed oE ihe wtoild, made the city a magnet for radbcals from all parts of the 
Q^iutineni German. Polish, Italian, and Russian csdles^ among many Others, 
tninglcd and established secret socsedes fri the artisanal nelghhniEioods of the 
Ifrertch capital even dtintig the Rourhon Restor-auon, despite close surveiilanw 
by the Freneh police. Following the- suiistititUi^n n'lE the OiLeamsi Loms-Fhihppe 
fur the Bourljons in IBM, the city became ihc mecca of re^irlutronafy toiKiancici 
who either permanetidy—like CEiopin—or episodically—like Garibaldi— 
nounshed themselves on the ''Ifrench spmt’' of c-onspiracy and insuTreclion 
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Of CTiormDUi imponatiic wfrit rht oi^'^ eastern ddstricli on dit njhc bank of 
ihf Seme, T^hich were crmvdjcd i^ith atedeR, a wijnl thuiL refers (x)Lh to the 
workshopi ftf cr;iJ!Spei>p3e 3-ntS lo the Stltdres of artists. Moreiivei, platited Ln 
these same dLsnicts, roughljr berween the Place Vmd^me and the Place de La 
Eas-ulle, la^ the pnndpat adnllni-SLrativc and fmandal buildmgs of iht Ficjich 
natkmaJ goverriinent, smmerLse loj'aJ paJacasancj ^nm burcaucraljc cdLfLccs, the 
tmkmsil bank and the btjuise. In times of crisis, the very proximity of this stale 
and capitiltsni; apparaiufi. to ihe aU'l\m Invited the di^oriteTiied to seiK the 
buddings, indeed lo do Tsothtng less than sene control of the government. 

The aty's hOtnimth; Pltrt, however, was engendered by very rejl sotijL 
tensions that prevailed within lij ^tts The tapplal was a magnet noi only for 
revoLutionaiics of aU nationalities but for impoverishedi mdlddu^ls rrom other 
^nins of Fnhce—for jrusans who were bcinf displaced by new itchnolofies. 
and far peasants displaced by rhe conumial parceling of family-owned land into- 
ever smaller plots that were ever less ecanamscaify susiamabk. [mmi|ninl£ 
speaking Freoch In foreign accents increasingly intermingled with upronted 
craftspeople and peasants who Spoke in the hearw accents of dLslanl provinces. 
In the two generations following the Great Revolutton. fhe population of Paris 
soartd frfun pExiUL 600,000 m well over a Ttiillion; many of the newcomers 
planted no {irm roots in the oty's economy and lived in destituLion. Wandering 
nomads, as iJicy were called, from die Auvergne, sn souili-ceoual France, and 
Oiher prtJvinccs pcTformcd the most mcnia] jobs, mainly as cnnstnicUcffl 
laborers, ustially amving in the city for worik in spring and summer and 
reltirmng lo their villages in lAiniej. Those who remained l>chlnd dunng the 
colder months tended to drift into the disease-iidden and criminaftied slums 
around the Rue Sami-rienisi and OtliEi easteth tjusriirrs. 

The social vnfaiility broughi an by these numerous seim- and Unemployed 
people was heightened by the archaic strurturc of the French economy itstlL 
However cosmopDlitan Paris seemed ta foreigners, even to vijSitois from slum- 
nddets London, ils working classes were highly differentiated. By far the largtsi 
number of pradueers, as we have, i^en, wiere artisans, such as printers, tailors, 
fu mi Lure makers, masons, jewelers, and carpcniiri. Tlie maprUy wete 
employed by ttiasterSi. w-ho worked alongside their employees in the areJiCTS. 
Acctislomcd to relatively relased work i-hyilims., they ihuuld be tfeidy 
disonguLihed from the prolctariarLS who toiied in Oie new factories that were 
emerging on the ouLskims. oE the tiapital. 

Oh the next lower rung of ihc working class were those who worked in what 
we would now call sweatshops; dressmakers, lace wtirkers, spinners^ and dyers. 
Mainly women and chttdien, iheir status wia similai tn that of fiu ioty wsjrkaa., 
and like wfnmeh and. thildien in English factories, they were difficult to 
orgataLie in irjiposlnoii to ihclt hdthE«s tvpbiiers At the boUom of the 
economic- ladder were the bhKiterii (trdoEcnt of the iras nus of the Great 


mOM RRSTlfTTlATKJN TKJ BlVOt-UtLOH Jl 


a cnuLdcudie af [rarksLcni nomads and ntDrc pcmuncntly »LLlcd 
woikcre who filled odd jots oti p dpdy or T^ncltly ha-ius. FLnaJty, residing m ihar 
midst was a large lumpctipraletanai. wtiosr lives W4;rc desperaLe, ofien crimina], 
as they preyed on cacti ottict and on more formnste iriemtKrs oE the wnifciEig 
dasE. Congcscfiid in ilums, they went ilbtciaic. short-ltved, overwcjrfced ^tien 
nol nndcTWDrkcd, and hali-sLarvcd—ihc viclitni of and ifwd 

shorr^gn. As Louis Chevalier bcrmtcafly notes in Hle study of (he Parisuin 
lower classes, "No one [in aulhoiity] cared, what the wording tbss was doing 
and what was !o hocome td 

riespite ihese strong wwl differentiado-ns, the various classes of the capital 
were nor suongly demarcated by residence or hy a lack of contact 'with e^ch- 
other. To be sure, ihc ^■orst slums of Flatvs weTe filled with the "dangerous 
c1as$t$i"' which migtic im^lude poor and respectable workers and students, as 
weU IE nomads, thieves, and proBdiutes, often packed togclher in cxtrcHifely 
nnhealttiy rooms and apartments, fiut in the '"better'’ nelghborhoiodE 
individuals of niarkedly different social posiuons mtermingled with one 
another physically, even, residing in the same huildinga. The fttSI floor (or iti 
.■\inerican parlance, the second) ol SUCh t bmldmg might he rented hy an 
aHluent bourgeois family, its spacious living room adorned with chandeltefS 
and cosliy iumilure. The nesl floor up would htHiSe i mare modest but still 
wiell-icKlo brnily, while on successively higher lloors lived oaftspeople of 
limited means FmalJy the SToafl, grim, and virtually unfumished rooms on the 
top floor would be occupied by (he impoverished, who lived in virtual 
de-slitudon. Dunng the early years of llw Restoranon, the intcnningltng of the 
well-to-do With (he poor seemE lo have been the rule ralher than the encupUoti- 

Despite this physical proodiruly, however, social foterwprsfi was becoming 
ever tarer in the IfliOs and lS30i. fncreasitig^y, the middle classes and the 
heUer-off workers were migrannglo newly consiruclcd open areas, espeoahy m 
the western .sectors, where dwellings wett more suLiahle lo their needs and 
lastes, thereby physically segncgating the aflluenl Inom the poor, ll was S 
drffeteniiation that would culminate in later uptisiugs, when the western half of 
the ciry would be constder^d ixiiurgems and the eastern halE working class. 


CABET, BL^QUI, BUCHER, BLANC, AND PROUDHON 

To the radical members of ihts dirfeTenuaied population, socialism, as we have 
seen, was coming i.? mean a ■"democratU: and social repubhcv'" one tn which ihe 
stale would be responsible for the public welfare But m the Napoleonic and 
Resiotation eras, few if any of the utopian sacialLsts. like Saint-Simon and 
rouiier, had a lasting influence on ihe artisanal workers and the indusirial 
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proliUnJis wAlh [helf lit^S^nsfy uitjpiis and ptwtshStcrics. hv-'a* the cocK-rttfl^f 
poLiucjil IdeaA of sodahsm that gained, far more: mfluemcc an\cin^ (h^ w<)rking 
classes, addrcssftig. as they did (Iw workers' lived ctJiKcms. j^long with the 
umnn^S and acnvinei nf ixanAidonaL sndalksts tike Caher,. those: of BtanquL, 
Buiche^ Elanc. and the individuuilisdc i^cKiHihttn played varying roles in the 
revnEu,tionary upheaval ol ]&4fl and m iomeLise.s the Parts Cominune of 1871. 
after which ihctr influence dwindled in faivor of anarchiEdc and Marxian 
ideologies. 

Ctlennc Cabc-L a nansinonal utopian ihinlier^ sdll had one inot tn Owenite 
and Fourimst sduemes aod another in down-to-earlh radicalism. His uLopiarn 
novel VdTjwgf fit Tcdrie fVoyage m [caria). published In 19^, was based veiy 
mvdi on Thcuvias More's das^sii; USajHii: it advanced a sbaLe-ccunTnunistk vision 
nf produclion and distributiDn, guided by the ntamm that adorned the novel's 
opening page: "'IrOiii each pccotdmg lo his sticnnh, (o each according w hij 
needs^’' The hook, which popularized the word CDi™aiinH(£ nearly a decade 
before Mam and EngeJs's CommuntsC Muni/este, enjoyed aniimnense readership 
when It appeared. 

&ul the book's generous socisl tde» were ppatred by the author's 
pieference^ for uniinmury in dothing, shelter, and almost every detail of daily 
hfe —3 degree of standardiaation that anticipates dysLoplaS rather than thtlf 
oppcxjllA. The hve^of Cabet'^ Icanans are shaped by an elite of technicians, who 
rule the utopia firmly. Indeed, Cabet's version of eammunlsTii was so 
authotitRTian that it gave the word a dktatonaJ and statist connotaUon lhai Ll 
never fully shed. Cahei himself fEnrdy opposed LnsuTrections: nor did his 
Sinoerity in Hying to advance the inlerests of the working class outweigh his 
taLltng.s in Ljs hehaif. Vei dwpitC (he eoinpaJativr haiml'tssncss of htj vtews^ he 
ta'as tu be hounded out of France as a rabid cc7iim.iiAist^. 

Among the other laditals who sutfaced in France during the fnsl half of the 
nmccecnth centucyf three figures should be singled oui because of their dacea 
inQuenoe on Parisian workers and radical mtellectuak: Louts-Auguste Blanqui, 
LxrUis Elanc, and Pieire^Jtrseph Ftoudhon DlanquL, although he had a 
mesmenamg effeex on young romantic revoluttonaries as a mysterious fomentcr 
and dark genius of icisurrcctionafy putsches, was Less popular among workerti 
themselves m the early years of bus revo^uuoriiiry acLMtK&. By cOEurast, Louis 
Blanc, the sober statesman of ihe Parisian working tJass^ exercised a brief but 
imnsidetable influence cm the workers of 1840. in spite i:>J his distaste for 
insurrccrioa Finally, Proudhon, a laiecomer to Prcnch revnlulionary pollUBi 
known to his admirers as the fother of anarchism and syndicalism, exerdsed a 
considerable Lniematicmal influence well beyond his lifetime. Despite 
PtoucLhnn'a Imprlsoowtent and his flights ituo exile to escape pcrsccuiion. he 
was mcire of a writer than an acUvlse Like Blanqnr; nor was he fry any means as 
consistent a thinker as BLanc: 
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Bl^n^l^1■s liE't IS SO cnmuhcd the history or tiiti^cefituh-octiLury 'French 
revolulionaT}' and workitugs^tt* insurgeisicks (hal an accovnt of one ts 
iillcjjnilly an aocoont of todi. lie deservedly personLlbes the era of French 
reroJutioTiary palitics in wh>ch cottSp'irades peiaLslendy aUempted—and 
failed—to violently replace capitaiLEm -wilh wtial would Fiavit been a fairly 
audiorlurian sodalist ordri. Born in 1005, be wss a ftcry product of ihc Great 
Revolution: his Cathet, a Bon^parrise offroal, had been a Gtrondift memher ot the 
Convendon. A sr.unnLn^y ^llucit sludcfil, Ute young Blanqui received ^ 
classical education at the lyrAK honr which he jraduaied with honors, Jfid wtnt 
on Kf study l*w and medicine in Paris. Like his Eathct, he had a passion for 
rCToltirionary politics and early in hts yopih Joined ihc c^iarbonnerie. 

The younj; BlanquI was the very incarnation of ihe commuted and 
unrelenting revolutionary aclivisX. In 1S27, while t^eporung for the liberal 
periodical Lf Cbbr, he was wounded in popular nots. After the pubhcalion of 
BuonaroUi's history of ihe Conspiracy of Equals in 102fl, he gave np on a 
cunv^titlOhal Joumalisdc career, adopting essennally Bahouvisi pohtical views. 
AJicr the revolution of lfl30 he helped organize several of (hr conspiracies ihM 
Jolted the reign of LouLS-fhthppe, and by 1346 he had gJJned a untJeapread 
rcpwuwn lor his incractable revolutionary aatntlti, which sent htm in and out 
of prisen for most of hiS idtill hfe. Only imprisonment prevented him irom 
paruripaiing in the Fans Commune of 1871. AltOgclher Blanqoi speul some 
ihiriy-Oiie of his sevemy-si* years behind ihe Bars of one jail or aurother 
The French haur;geoisie teucted m this dedicated man as if he were a 
nineteendmeriTUI^ Marjt. 'WTiijng of an even! during ibfl RevcituliDn in 
which ihe NaiKin:^ Assembly was invaded by a ''moh," the aristocratie Aleids de 
TocquevilLe a patenlEy hsteiul description of him: 

Ic was then that 1 saw aippear, in hl4 tism^ in the tnlnme a man ffelanqUil 
whom E have never Men since., but the rccDtlectkin of whom has always filled 
me with horror and dis^usL He had wau. ^tnaciaied cheeks, white- lips, a 
sickly, wicked and repuUlve eiqiressicn, a dicty pallor, ihe appearance of a 
mouldy Frock corpse- he wore no visible linen; an old black frock coal tightly 
covered his lean, wiihered. limbi, tw seemed to have passed hiS life in a 
scwei^ and to have jusc leh it I was lold it wp* EUantpai^ 

The -words of ihe fastidious comt reck with class haired iud socisl arrogance 
icrwsrd a man whose health hsd been HU but destroyed by the itialcreHtmcnl of 
ha jadlcri. 1f£t as a compJere product of ihe French EnLightenmeut, Blanqui was a 
committed matetlallsi, a srrong believer in the power -of education 10 ehainge 
humpFi behavKir, and a biwer opponpst of all forms of opjjntEskiCL He regarded 
belief in a supemalural being a* the gyeaiest ideolopcal impediment to the 
developmenl of a revolutionary mentality and spurn. Contrary to the conv'enliotial 
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ricitipn. lhal Bl^quL expected (o achLevif socialise «r cfyi(tiiiiii.uniaL sci^li^y ^ 
.sudden puischcs, he iirtuslly rht.'rtijjhi (hai, while putsdics and ccnispiradca 
pLaytd an iraportanc role, a lonf; period of moral educapw would be ncceSwty 
ro ibuliah nipidit}' and m^Lenat gi'eed. 1^ fpvor of a oommuniadc economy. 

Like Mar}{. BLanquL abjured ^ving a detailed deaenfpiipti of llie kind of 
emmmuniat society he hopiad would SUOteed the present one. “One of chit most 
grctltsqut ftfftipmpcicini li ibai we Karhadanj. we igooramuseB, pose as 
Ic^Laitjrs foi future Rcneialions." be wrote in response to utopian serialises 
■who tried to chart out the wmours of a ftirure .sodeiy. CabeCs commemisni and 
ProudhonLsm "ar^e vigorously on the bank of a stream over wheitKT ihete is a 
ftetd of com or wheat on. the other side. Let us ctoss Erst, we will see when we 
gel there "* 

Yet Blanqui's proclivity for agitanon oi a practLcaJ nature often conceafed a 
rrfabvciy insightful theory of dass conflict and its rote in history, including a 
reotigpition thar 'ioifers" were, a dass rtlstmct Jifum the old Third Estate In this 
respccu he was unique among the French socialists of hi^ day Ht: 
unequivocalEy opposed the ownership of private property, particularly in its 
[^pHallsi forms, nrid he. vigorously despised rcFciniis as soporiflcB that 
narcotized the desire for revoludonary diange. But Eke many Parisian stKialisL 
writers before Mari!, his ccononiic theories were Esaled not so much on 
Indusma] capital a:> on httanre fjpital. which he believed drained the poor and 
eirploitcd of society. For htm, the source- of capiralist profit lay noi with the 
eKpfoiLniCiU of the. working dass but with the ability ol capttaEsts to overcharge 
buyers—a view that dovetailed closely -wilh the prevailing sociithst tendetity to 
make moral condeiruiaEons of the profit system. 

Contrary to many histones rhai anrlhuie ii to him. Wanqul decidedly did not 
Invent the phrase “‘dictatorship of the proleianajL ' The ncuhm that the 
mdLLsrnal proletariiit fas >el a victy small minority in France') was a hcjpmonk 
eJats that would lead all other "toilmg" strata in irausformlng society was alien 
to his thinking. But he emphabcally did beEcve that a temporary diciatorship by 
an clise oE jungfe-minded repuWttans—more precisely, a dktatership of socdaJly 
progTcssnvc Pans over the peasantry, which seemed lo impede any social 
advances in Frafnce—would be needed to abolish the cirisung society. 'His 
Mandsr and anarchist cntlcs W'j?te fioi. wrong when, ihcy described Klattqui as a 
man who ennsioncd the sciaurt oE poEiiical power as the work of a iinall, well- 
eduoared, and highly wnimltted conspirfllorial group The secret suckftes he 
formed in the l'63Ci5 were impressive milttuTy organizations, with conunHiid 
systems based on complete obedience to a secret central comiiyittef. However 
indirectly, they were to inspire, if not prcEgurc. the undergroun-d organizatkir..s 
eslabJishcd or cnvisiancd years later by Russian populists, even anajcJibis such 
Ets Mikhail Bakunin, and the Bolshevik leader Lentn, despite his firm opposition 
to Btaiic|;ui's putschist tacfks. 
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In fajmcBB la BSanqui, this cSc(iLc3.letl rtvoJu liouHry- did noi reigard pulS^hpi. 
is suhsccruir^ For p<.][»ubt upTiLings. ]^i>sr did he seek tci reptaioc mass aclian Vpiui 
■^c actions of :a small clLle. OuUc the contrflcy ifte essenuaJ function of a 
Bl^ni;fuisT pulsi^h w-j$ 10 i^utc tiu nuss^ kino a widespread uprissn^ a^nst 
The socLal Older. In iJiis ncspccl, Blanqni v.-a5 actually ftitlO(Mng an image- fiE 
TCvokiLion Lhflt WAS widely jlrared m FratKCL tumcly,, that revolnuDcis were 
esiicntiolly spotilscico-us popular acti-ons kn which a mere spark, like ihc seltMt? 
of the tidlel tSc Ville or the rearing of hafneadc-s m workers' distiKts^ was alii 
Lhs.i wJks needed to sei the opprejssed in motion. Had not the Circat RcvoSiiLiDn 
oegun as an rneptEssihlc mass upnsini; irutiatcd by Desmouhns'i cry to 
ins-urrection at the Palais Soutbrirt sn July 1 70-9^ Had not the sponlancous 
'■inrricades of 1050 toppled a king? A &lanjqut5t puisch was mtended essentuilly 
as a gcsiurc o-f the aanic kind as DesrnOntins's cry, both depending ioi thiii 
success on the errtliuSiasiK response of die mas.«s. This vision of m'DluLion as 
basically apontaneous was cherished by themsands ol oidinaty f rench wop-kcTS 
and middlenilasis repwbSitans up to the Paris Cotmnun^ of 1071, alicr which it 
faded away in fai/or of orgaiiLEsd socialist paitieB. 

Finally, whai is less known is that later in life. bbincpiL wavered 10 his 
cmphasiB on putsches and secret Conspiracies as the means Jor soeiai -change, lii 
ibe- 1070s he b^gan m srrtss the imponance oJ popular education and popular 
social movemeuLS based in large part on the industrial iwrking class, bu? he 
always iciaincd a consistent cumiruimeEU W revciunnnary action, and ll was ihis 
tUSnmjlmeiH rather iliaai his social theories—rsbi-ch he left undesr or continually 
modified—that finally endeared him to the masses, e^ecwlly liie young, whu 
revered fe Vtfiuf tlhe "Old Man") fur biS unswerving dcdicauon, honesty, and 
d-ccisweness It is noi surprismg that this extraordinary and selQess marl 
suddenly died of a slrake shortly slier addressinB a ttia». nwRUng pn hehaU of 
Lrsipnisuned Communards uf 1S71. /tlrhnu^ he was mosL beloved by radial 
intellectuals and pubboslSi a vasi aowd of workers accompMtied his semiltis nj 
[hair re^ng place in January l&ftl. Frenvch workars cherished him no-i only as a 
kf^endaiy symbol of ihe struggle for sociabam hui as a cumrndCLed revuluticmary 
'^dio made nu ccanpromiseB with the uppnessiuti and expluiiaiion of the masses. 

E-veu lieloTC Blanqul's red repuhLicati vkws yielded to a clearly socialistic 
outlook, FhiSippedoseph-Bcnjamin Bucher, a physiciatk and Foniier chdrlwri- 
noire, was piopag^nduing soi^i&nc idcirs of association among French 
workers, based un Chrislian principles of charity. fTatemily. ?ud equality A 
pupulisi, Bucher responded with eouiiderable jenslnviiy to the pJtghc of the 
worket-s and gave Lhcm praclical hc3p in fcuminB associslions. Known as ihe 
fourider of ihe French cooperative movement, what made him distinctive 
among die theorises of die I02l>s was hi.s emphasis on worjdng-elass 
independence and eooperadpn In re^i^aiicie lo the enceoachnLenLs of fmanee 
and itiduntHal e^pitali^iTi 
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Euchez W3$. liLirrtcJ^nrly utyu pobdcaLly m wrlce fcir Uif in^erjic^ rcpublicaji 
periodical, Lf Wefiana!, and to be elcclni bricJly lo Lhc pic5ddetn:>' of the 
Ci>ttS(<tuet\t AssenaWy ih^l cm-firgid out of the lEM-fl Elevolynt^ti Em m contrast 
Lo Lop-dawn Saine-Simotiijin idcBS Lhal favored eoariomjc assoriaLiotis 
COhtrCilled by enUcpreinieurs. tis was convinced that th^ tiiust torm 

atid control thair own associations. And in contrast to his collectivist 
contemporaTies tonslanLiii PetKiiueut stid FrsnciOas Vidal, who envisioned the 
n$(t oi Ea^ge-^caJe mdustiy, called for the tmtiotialization ol thf «C]C»Tioniy, and 
relied on the state for the cstablishmenL of an assodationist economy, Bucher 
relletl on the workers thcmselvu. to whom he turned for the Nsaanctal 
cfltimhulifma necessary to create pnoductiTC assodalions. 

Etichee’s notdoEi of association wasy in many respects^ radjLiiUy collectIvisL 
An tissoct^tloh. in hLs view, should he estahlLshcd by colleetiti^ dues from 
workers, which would then constitute Its common capiiaL free of any 
Lndii'idualLsLic cncumbraticcs or daiJns J^CHrts of prodiiftlOfl would belong 
Lo no IndiVKitia] bui exflustviely to (he assooanoR as a whole. Nor could they he 
Kficmejdy ewst m part, to an individual wuiker who deddcdi to withdraw fiom 
the asBooauoti. The pnoceedi derivifd (tom this inaJietvnWr capital wotOd be 
Uied (0 purtba^ raw maierials and machines, vnth which Lhe members, 
woiLang coopeiaUvcly, would produce floods for the market. The carmtigs 
would then be shared amotig all the a50cX:iaUori"s metrsbcTS 1n an squlinbl^ ^tvd 
democratw manner 

Buchez's scheme was wholly oriented toward artisans and small-scale forms 
of production, not toward iiliduslrial pTOleUrinns ihd EisCIOTltS, His system ol 
Lurtisatuil socialism was scucbronisruialLy counterposed to the industrial system 
and the advanced technology that were pcrcolatinfl into France but perhaps 
Buchez's most imporlflnt heir was LouLS SbtK, whose place In the hlsinsy of 
socialism greaily echpsed has and who figured very significantly in the IS+B- 
Reirolution. 

CharacterLsed In hts own day 4 j& 3 utopian socialist, Btaiic's [wliiit^l behavicir 
was that of a prudent parliamentarian with generous but moderate social ideals 
like Blanqui, Blanc was the son of a French BonaparUsl oEflCiSl; he was bom in 
Madrid in 1-Sll and cducsifd in OiTsica. In lfl,37, having made his way to Paris, 
he founded a radical demnaade periodical. In fifvue dv progFcS, and during the 
lS30s and earty Ib'fOs he acquired a measure of sehoJajLy disdnclion for his 
historical works, particularly his account of the french Revpiuouu, In which he 
w^s partial Lo the Jarabin republic- But Ebnc was no insuTTcctionaty He 
opposed the uprising of the Parisian workers injunc 10^ 6nd (he Commune of 
3S71. and in 1ST2 he even suppontd legislation against the tpiiepnauunal 
WorVangmen's Assotnapdti, or Fusi Inlemauanal. By the time of hts death in 
IS62. he had become iio dotEiesdeated poEiricaBy that die -Chanibcr of Deputies, 
of which he was a member, voted to give him a state funeral. 
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jniliiiily won fiUnc wjdt ^rclaiin iinonE. lh& U'^urlclng tilass hii 
1.)aL'>k Dj^nl^[l;)it iu Xya\m\ (The Or^niiaciiOTi oi Wor^cX inad^ly pubLiaticd as 
j stiws in his Rfvwf in 1&40, bn which he clalmrifpd his sth<;tne oE durip^ 
nsr workshops as a c^s^iperanve alcemadve tn a capdtaSlsl cconocny. 
In Lhe finH] Joim m whKh iJlant envisioned them, itieie woekshtips stfotiiltl be 
gn^viemeid h^' lhe woirkers ihenisElves and wo^ld he Eederaced into lar^ge woikcr- 
ii^ntralkd productive associations 

liui tnn)ally^ ftlant's sodjl ■workshopi were to he aided by benevoJem banks 
and a syTapadienc stare, whudi wcoild provide ihe credit neetkd to subsidize 
ihcm. LnsoEar as this sctieme depended at Best upon stale snbstdtes, h has been 
legarded as an early Fom 0< siaresciciaSLsm. By ccwpcradn^ with each other and 
insieTing a high level of morale, die niteiifTS would Lildnutely be able tO' g^n a 
sponger compeldtive ed^e over capitaltSL enterprises Gradually, RSanc hoped, 
capitalist fltmS w*g|d fbid it more profitable to merge with the more efficient 
stidal woiitshops,. for ■which they woiild ceocLvc a suitable proRt and the 
assurance of a more stable society Oasi copBfot, In effeci, would he abolished 
by |he sheer play of marLiei forces. 

The competitive success Blanc envisioned for hss uCcFirn should not be taken 
as an Indicatron that he thought htehly oF tnher oompeduem or the markcL 
Quire 10 the contrary., his horror at the effects of die Jaiise^-Znire economy's 
impact on the Bn,(^isb proletarial made him into a c0m■tnulnil5^^ alibhiigh he 
carefully eschewird this wtitd In lavot of MCldllit- Nevertheless, he was dearly 
guided by cornmuntsi principles of produciion and distnbution. Natural 
inequahties, he beBcvcd^ existed among individtialsv but these InetiuaElues must 
he wmpensaLed for in a free and humane society. 

All men are not equal in physical fort:e, ih mielligence;. all have not the 
same la^ies^. the same mcltnanons, the same aputudes.. any more than they 
have ibe same visage or the same figure:... but each one should be p1a«d 
m a coiidltlOh to derive the greatest poi^sthle ad'vantage from his faiculues, 
in so far as this can be done with due regard to others, and 10 sattsly a$ 
compleiety iis poKsible, ■^ Llboul injuring Others, |he nesdi which naiure has 
ghicn him.^ 

The moral improveme™ of humanity, Blanc believed, would spawn an entirely 
new 5 C[ of values that would recognize the need to compensaic individuals fcir 
these inequalities. He was voicing, in effecu a cammuntstic critique of the liberal 
iasumpuon (prfrwtiusly held ty Jacobinsl ihal treedom exists when evecyone, 
lertspactlvc of capacity, is equal before the law and is compensated by society 
according to the work they have perJoTrocd. Blanc, on the eonnary, argued that 
under this system,, some would suffer pnvanon reg^Tdless oE tfieu pefformance, 
because they would he beset by greatei maierial requlFements. Insuad, he 
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maincajMci, an indi'^idu.ai's rcmuncrstioTi should depend Lipori his or her 
needs And those of their FArnlltefi. iirtspecuve: (lE their |?bor pnd sltills- 

Like fjhet 'hefore him and like Mara after him. BJanc rcjecLed iJie 
con Lractarian nodon of co-mpcnSStliStt aiii:(iedirig tO the amounL of i^iyrk 
perlornteij—cw whai Mant ■wauld laier caJl "bouiRcois right”—and re;pLa.ocd it 
with the notian of compensaCkJri to ihj needs that they htid 10 sausly. 

Or a-s hlasK was anion^ the liist to put it "Prom every man according lo his 
faculties" [which Elanc designated stS "duty") and "To e^ery mBtn -wiihin ihe 
limits ol the resnUrces of the communiry—according lo his warns" (which he 
called "nght").^ This principle by far outweighs in importance Blanc s naive 
prescriptions for class ct>lLpt™ra[ie?n and renders h|s tiaine Inglily aa^ihcani sn 
the history of SOfial iS( ideas. Pnr Blano had aaied more cleariy than any thcorisl 
□f his day rhe basic maxim of a communist soaely: *l^rom each according 10 
abGity. to each according CO need " 

Bui giv^n liu relianoE on the state for initial finandng and for tccbnical and 
managerial ocpcrlisc for bis flCcficn, was Blanc commiLlcd lo permpnenC Slate 
control Ducr society'? isurprisingly, be waj nol he never tniended that bu social 
workshops would be narionahzed or placed m the hands uf a bureaucraci,t 
Quite [□ the connar)', he was one of the cariLest hrench sotialiSis lo atlvocpte 
wiodtcrs' control of produclKm .-^n eirnese advescau of voltincary associadon, 
lie fetn^endy hrlieved diai social workshops would be impossible unLcss ihe 
woriters were strongly committed Co socialist ideas and unless alE the 
workshops were equally uommilled to aoling ijonperarivriy in dieir common 
interest—cihica.Uy as well as maceriaLI)'—to produce a coopcraliv'c society. As 
such, his ^iews more closely resemble those of syndicalism, which places a high 
premium oh libetiarlan neiwotks ul workeKontrolled enietprists. His plan tor 
uielbets .tocLiioL more than any sociatLst ideas advanced in the lB40s. 
approjtimatcd the moil -sonalLilit gosls itwl tOUld hpue be^n ajohseued by the 
ariiiHinal soei^ry nf his day, and in later decades, m continental Europe as a 
whole, they indirccdy influenced many confederal and deecnlralblic noLions of 
a socialist economy 


' I.OUtS Blanc, Jfl'tS. PJiSfPnCfll RfftelatKinF. fwsrnini Cd Ijmd Narmav^' [Ldhiicin. 
Cbapman and HpII, IB54), p 109 Thi; v-irtually fnrgciticn Koaurii oE die IB-tB 
PevoliLlhin coniiriis one of ihe jhlr^l eiqMsilirjTii eJ'■wants" wnllcn b^' any eoirimuiusi 
and warranls careM Terradine The lalher eKtldSHI oE COTrvmuntsrn IS 

someiirries nwlr ihac TndivsduaTx ivhn ore (tec id lake as itiueh AS dtty wmi might very 
■well nhjdiji ihr o^mninn panl and render a. n-nDTitTlunlSl SOeieiy mrflWSiblc; P coer-cwr 
aiilhonly. inch, ai a Hate hureiuc,Ttt.>'. would dstrerore bf ncCH-sary loillocatr pradable 
^LHxli. blinc'i ttuallTiejirkiTi iliar ‘‘wains" or "oMds" -would be dnojciucnbed by ihe 
“Trsovrice^ ol Ih^ cimnnninity" ajuwrri ikis dabrO. Ll WOUid obviently bc (he 
TcspcKLHbdity of ibe oOmtlfLUIUiy 10 detwle. m a radonal and demoemtic mniwr, wbiil 
was avpitable- 



FROM RESTORATION TO RF.'OLUIION 


Hy tii>riiTj.sL, PiciTC-JciBcph. Proudhan, who tiiniAElJ his hfiri (.rctljlcd with 
fvAifiring tynddcaLisi Idfis ytidcf th* name of "mutuaJism," seems eo- have laUen 
^ reTtiSIrlw-bly jaundiced virw a^ (he "piincapJc af aii£>CLi[ion."i’ [,ike Feurier 
pearly farcy years earlk^r, IHijvdhcn was bom in Eesancon. in his case ca 
parcTHs of a vinorJcmR-dass and pcasarsc hadt^aund- Unhke Fovricr. htrwEvri, 
he seems to hjve been mnipjiblE of Uanscendmg the pravinoabsm and 
isirachLaLiim of smalbiawn France. A firm paterfamilias fmdeed, a misosyTiisO. 
Pcoadhoh mystdieJ the peasant family as the bisie unLi of sacra] ide, aiid f|k^ 
inany French peasini-s, whose nottort ol esploitalion seldom extended beyond 
ihc necessity of paying intcrcsi to moneylencUrs. Im thougb L of economic GIs as 
caused pnmiolyby finance caphal —paiticuiaily by Jewish Unders. in face, Jang 
aher his dcach, his biccer arni-Sssnlttstri. combined with his pairiatchal Gudaok, 
were to make many of his views congenial ta Euro[wati ftJctiunarics, including 
uiirnghi fdscrjics- 

These iLmLtalians did not prevent Praudhon from acquiring ihc lofty title of 
the "father of anarchism." His avowed hosniity lowaTd gcnremtntint and 
polines. howeuei-^ was by no means unique: Li was very much in harmony with 
a Turaf mentality that resented lav eollectfits and notaries as oppressors. Nor 
wui his attitude toward the state consistenily negauve. DespiK hss Prequenl 
denunaatUms ol $ute p<3wer imd authority in general, he often softened his 
attitude with changing dreumsunaes and even whlitij. Kevenhdess, his 
dcliani reirctlon of many cccnomic and political shihholeibs of the day gjave 
him notnneiy as a picrvotalLve ccmtraxian, an image that he carefully 
eulisvated, despite his numerous ideoLogieal sell-cuntradlcticifis and pedes- 
Irian views 

Froudhon, in fact, was not i^uSCe the enjjpxr trrTrWe he made himself out to be. 
It IE ri\ie (hat he holds a frface in the tra^eciory of Fnftich tS<X:l>hjm—if socialist 
I'e was—by virtue of his commitment to a labor theory of value. By calling ftKf 
eitchjc>ge based on the aninum of labor that was required lo manufactuic the 
pr^uccs mvoEved, his ideas potcnnaflj' gave an imponam cintralny to the 
prolersriau althoug^i he wi^ strongly focused on artisans and their concerns. 
Despite his farnuus cry, "■Ptnperty is theft!'- however, Proudhon was no sodalisf 
he defmitriy favored private property, advancing an economy struciured 
around small privately owned enterprises that would be linked (ogelher by 
WntracLs unlaintcd enhet by profit consadcrations or by evpLonation. 

By makmg a dlstinctian between -po-opeifty" inquired by exploitation and 
possesilon" acquired by labt>Tj Froudhon essentially smuggled into his vision 
a belief in pirvaic properly, albeit with a moral auni. Hu statement -properly is 
[heFi.’' did not refer strictly to tangible ecoumriic properly; nor was il int-ended 
(n lead Ip the Bholilion of privatt prtrprrty Palha, in Proudhon'a thuilung. 
pTnperty was a vague moral cat^i^ty—and had il been generally undcTstirod 
tfjr what it was by his capiialSst crilics in Ifl'IO, when H/hdi Is PViOiJtrty? wa^ 
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p(^bl'i*hfe4f, Ptoudhon w^uJd not b^veliMft.effliijidf-rtd "thr lenoi erf Lhc French 
bourgiMifisc," u I ^hihcam sfcloiucally 

In .bet. Pmudhon was > ooonntintd Ituttvhdusltsi and pfopnictanun who 
«iq:iKS$ly dtndunccd ~thf jKiwjT^ of assfKUELDn" |iteaus< il ~M«ssarily 
impEics otrfLgiiElon. CORimon mpons^iJEcy, ftJ:UMl ol Hg^Ls 3ndi dutks In 
rel^Cb^n ti> evumders ' As J-ucii, tie ar;^ed. k inhibits the slicftodiy "stlinul^ning" 
eEFccts of oompctlliPrt Irt jdvandnR (echnologKal developniint In ticL. in order 
M drfiKjyriM sssociatWfi, PttjudtioTi mvoltttl nead/ every phiEisPne jirgyfrtetn. 
ihar could be drnwn from the bour^^^k repertory, IncludLng (he canaid ihai 
Association rewifds "ihe pnd l«y a-virKLare." Assocwtlon requircSi. mqch 
(0 tus ou[ra|;c.. thji "all »rt Tesponsiblc Eor 3.11: the smiLlcst Is great as die 
peatesL die last comer has the same riRhls as ihr oldcil mcmbcj."* As for 
0011117111 nism. he considered it auihodtajun m a^l iiiFcrms, presumably because 
lyE Others sunsm and PlanO aswunanism. 

Proudhon oonsntenlly condeioncd the cwmEnunbt pnnople of distiibutian 
according 10 needs lalher than abiEily unptndiKtnT and harassnig, 
ipplitiiNf [O quire special cOtuLitlons, US ineons'eruencei gfow-tng much more 
rapidly than. Its benefits^ erjuaJly opposed to die advantageous use of labor 
and lo [he llberry of ihe Workman The wtwl<er''4 Mlvuunn, he argued, Lies in 
"■comperiucin which gb'eJ [sloll and ialent| ELfe."'^ One may reaatjtnabLy wonda 
why Pnoudhem Lett II necessary to promole ihls vlcii'poliit amonp Ficnch 
worleeJS when hourgeWS coDnomisls; everywhere were alu hailing compeEsnoii 
as humanity's sitvation Ncit 1$. li quite clear dun wrtrher^. raiher Lhan the 
Paiisdan bourgeCHsle, mide Proudhon’s Genfral ld«i iJw RfroJatHm nv ihf 
KVn«uendi Ctiuury (Iwm which ihc fortgcmg p4$.«^ei *« !ikeu]i a pubitohmg 
success upon its appearance In July L&51. 

The "reetproctry' ihai Proudhon Civuicd scemv lt> have been nothing more 
liuin ihe solid botuigeou principle d eqiuvaknct ewh petson should lecttve 
exacd)' '#h3t is his ur her due.. exdusivcEy on the basts ol an "equal" exchange 
of commodlneJ Hia aitaichism, if such il can he <7111(11, Tewsrded hard, v;ituoU-.< 
toiL bui made no stvul alEnwance Eor the care of the weak, Infirm, ag^.. or even 
physically impaired wK* were unable to perfontl SUCh toll. These UTiet|<iSl 
individuals would be Itfi to the minKtranoris a\ charily cW. itieJit hlfcly, to care 
by the family, die basic unit of ProudhonisL social hie. There is nothing In 
Proudbnn'i image oi the good socveiy lh« ohhgw a CoUrtllvt concern ior dicii 
falc. The syslemic "equallzatun" erf mequaliUes in abrfity among rejJ pnople 
under a mmioruniiii tryUem wrms, If anyihing. m have alfrtmuid Proudhon 
smcje il violated hb ucied precept trf the cxdiange of rquwalciKcs 

The smew oE Prcudhofl'^ stKul tnsion was tiu txiRiiratment lo contract not 
lei it be rmpliAsued a RousseAuean "Siitial conoset" but lh< mundane 
everydAy conuiiets that uphold, ihr capstalisi economy Only one moral 
poeywisioo dlsungulshed the FropslEuitiiftt ccmtraci from die crtpllAhsi cooihcl it 
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In Prnudhon's anarchi^c socKcy, frae amd 
^iitnpLc[£lj' akitotiiDmQiJS individuals, indeed properly owners, i^-ogld ConUiw;( 
lo e!(i,Jh 4 Tige [id iind one anorhej, lakinf exaictly thdr due— 

nrt inore and no less —in terms of the ™luc o/ labor involved in produdnE the 
£,ood5 CKchanged Noi was contraci, fOT PrCiinilnm, merely an economic 
inStnimein; Eor assuring fair irade—raihcr^ ii was die mainstay of industrisJ 
liihor as well. Worlteis within factories would contract «riih ode anoijier i.o 
eschPTige iJitit" labijr, and factones would M>niraa widi erne another to form 
federations., as would communities, all on the basis of ihe equal rniliacvge of 
^oods and services. The notion of assOCla-lill^ un an ethical basisr seems to have 
chided T'roudholi's social nsloii- ^ the core oi his '"munjaJLsm" lay not a moral 
concept hut a plan to finance these enterprises by means ol a People's Pjnlt, or 
Bank of EKchanEe, which would ilford small propeiewtrs low-interest loans 
drawn (oom the savings and irvvcsimcnis of ordinary workers. 

Obiiousiy, Proudhon’s proprielarbin vhw$, based above all on the 
palriarchal family nnd itidriodual posstision, brought him into opposidon to 
wrntnutlism m all hs forms. A^^at made him seem socialistic was bis hectoring 
Thcione. his sJogans formulated more for ihdr shock value than br ihpir 
substance, arid his moral InjuiKtioiriS HElitiSt the escploiLation of labor aind the 
|iuTsui[ oF ptoFU. Bin his strong emphasis on individual owTicrship, self-interest, 
conuacmal markci relationships, and distribution based oil ability rather than 
need --and his implacable bo^lility to SiSSOCtttlontsni and crnnmunLsm—all 
were 5 JU|-ptiHng 1 y jttdtstlnguishable hnm die convenuotial bourgeois wisdom of 
bis day. 

Nor were his acol}'te5 by any means ihd most radical in France, rarc-Jy 
dcsi^aung ihemselvies as anarchists but prefenm^ the milder and mote ^UCUlly 
at ieptable term ntutiidJisti. '^'hcrc Prout^on exposed. SUTiitf-S snd insutrccnona 
as too L-oerclve. his closest adherents were only too eager to follow Ln fhdr 
tMfcre's path. Bakunin^ who regarded Proudhon as a pnonffcnnE theon,st of 
inarthism. was noaielheless sharply criliisJ of "Proudhorust indlviduaJists." 
-‘kime Proudhcnisis. like his own hesr apparent, Henri Tolain, were actually vety 
constiTv-ative m ihoir soda! views Tolain, a true coaitraclarian, tiOl only o|ipftscd 
civil nghoi fcHF wymen but sat In the very Chamber oi Depuucs that presided over 
the suppression of the Paris Commune of IB71, for which be was under- 
sia.ndahly reviled by French workers, many of them his former admirers. 

Given rruudhon's EraduaJist approadi to soaal chaoEc- and hiS opposiuon 
Kf mdtLant acuons of almosi any sort, his ideas required ma^r surgery belorc 
they could be inxcptcd by neo-Proudhonist supporters of ibc fins 0?mmune 
of IS7|. t^tial Fnoudhonist Communatrds absorbed from his work was hSs 
limpbasis ort fedcrahsin as the basic struenure of soaal life, raLhcr ihsm his 
indent individualism. Indeed, the dwindlmg number of Ploudhonists who 
helped establtsb the syndicalist movement in France during the dosing decades 
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aF lIyc hlnctccnth century, bd&cct un the gmcrail or uuss slnkc, wAUld tUve 
ihKlwd th(lj TucirtrT. hsHl he nui she >'tars. hefwre [he ComKriwpw, The (jciij 
I hat thtrudFion 'i ccnncctoi wilh 3>'ndicaltsiii tests on an arlifidilky ^neratcd 
myih Aa Bernard H. Moss nute^. 

During ihc hir^t oF TevcOuliciiwy fyn4iiCah$in. t tdtde of Froieh muiFKtulJs> 
in Oppotraoti 10 GermuiK ^Candsm, sfnr^ tn tk£nc |hc French somllsi 
(ndMion ts Ptoudhcmiaii. ivMe ihcy hNJod TiO htsloncsJ MuDCin befuem 
PnyudhoOtsm and ^yndical^ ihcy ewlibshcd iht myih n FlfMidhonun 
|j|>or tnovement. ^basrtA by Unal and Mamst histiorufis jhhe, whtch baa 
never been ccei^rued by hEtorki] urveSfi^Den In only me penod. the eafly^ 
IdOOl. did (^uodhotusm ttfvr it ddhllte upon labor mdiLuiu^ but ihu 
wag in the <arty stages oE a tnuvemcnt dua soon viobited Its precept? In clheory 
and pracbiie Ihe goo] of tiad:e sodalisiii, the notlectivc owtwdhip ai tndusuy 
by trade Fedentuons, iitcompadWe Wiih Proudhon's anarrbism of small 
indeprndeRt producers, IF one is to attach CradE sooahsm lo- the anarcbljt 
iradurori, then it is sureFy ctusrr tu the "{collectivist" 3.Tl;)rcliast1t of BakuniA 
ihjfl 10 the LndiyidusJbtk anBU'ctusrn of Ptomdhon-^' 

Alihtiugli syndicHlisis were to borrow ceruin key ideas From Proudhon, as 
we stuLI See, libemnwu wotklog-cliss trus^enienii, tspeciaFly m bpaln, were 
ob]Lj),ed lo liFied Proudhon's essenuai gradualism and propnetarianiim. His 
notion oF a inw-lntciest Feuple's bank, which he tried In vain (U e-Stabhth, was 
all bui dtopE>cd from ihe iheoretitJF anmamenEantsm o£ artutehlim and 
icyndiCiltsm (ice Chapter Laur anarchists were o'bligEd Lo turn tp ItEdm 
like l^lkunm and Kropoddn for mspialiun, both of whose oudiaokt were not 
only wiLrtuvisth: and cwmniUriBijc but decidedly revoluikjnaTy. 

H)' the Proudhon's inQuenco on Freitdi workers lud dedtned to i 

near vnnshuig point; his (sppositiiTn to smkn. hii 0(F4jl 'ioppon of Low 
DoTuptifK. and whet such wttraw hom his seemingly milsiaini siatncc left htm. 
alter hiL death in 1S65. with a dwindhitg (ollowing. Only because anartlULtd^ by 
foiTiitg mt ideas (lui he had left i4gLK or oottiiadiCHiity, lunud him into me of 
then sainis (hd hki wn>ik nuruge to gain posthumous fame A number of his 
kleas afbcLed the ihjnkinf; of ToEstuy, Martm Buber, and Gandtu —ti well as 
catporaiiSl letidcnae^ On the right that were to feed mlo ihe laKlsm «jf 
MussotlTil and laf Vichy Fianot Fn more recent times he his bem tevrved by 
inarchLSUt dfifdng toward " market socLabsm,.’’ a phrase that may rsasonaWy be 
ciioaiidered a cemtradiedun in terms 

It was not Vtvtil Well after the Itevoiudcin of LSliO, when a aelf-OOnKbOUS 
workers' tnowement appeared, thai BEanqm, Cabet, Bucher, Blmc. and 
Proudhon wme to become voices, to otie degree as another, uf a clHHirlented 
cocidl Tnovefnent. Although both Cshei and Blantiui were participants In lociL 
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dunng if^r R«4xmtioTU Bbuc jnd Fioiidhim hw; mucti lOO fining 
lo hivf bcconu iiiwtv$4 m wHy iwirhilionHy ntoTcmenls ol (Ik period. 
Sot did any of them cxerdso inEuentx among som^ Frendi 'wwlting 
be the^' imsana or indtiimjJ proJcUiruns. in (he 1620s. fn lact, H'haE mainly 
coneemed f^rench workers ihc end nJ ihe decide wu eoptiom^c dllfknittirs 
ind ihe incieaMngJy repressive behavior of diaries X. 


■mt ROAD- TO REVOLUTION 

The fragility of the Bofurbon Restorauon is perhaps most duLmaticaily repealed 
by ihteasc with wtirch Napoleon Bonaparte, on hts sudden reium irom exile in 
Elba, lemporarily deposed l.jCiUiS XVtII in the fanwrus one hundred days of (he 
emperor'i rule in 1315. Only the tshausdem of FranEje after Waierioo—llie Iasi 
haifle m 1.he seemingly interminable wars associated with Eanaparlc's name— 
pave ihe Bourbopi ctiOhJi'chy any Sti^ng power in (he country. 

france wanted peace—peace from impertaL crmfllcts, a$ w^ll ns prate from 
revolution The Congress of Vienna that faJldwcd Napolenn's deleal—a 
conceit of fiurope s prltictpal poweTs--“dcrL no doubt that any renewal oi 
revolution or warfare on the pan oJ' the French would meet with swift 
r^pressLOn and a stem occupation. A Holy Alliance among Prussia, Russia, 
and Austria, fasbwfted by Alexander 1 of Russia, and MeHemich of AusUia, was 
esIabiLshed to forestall any BonapartLst amlwtLous and, rnoic signiElcarUly, to 
prcveni Fraftrt from once again Lnitiatbig a nevolutionaj^' wave across the 
F.uropcan condnenc 

Vn nothing was farther from the minds of the French people than 
revolutton Neither ihc peasantry, who were major rceipients of ihc 
Eteyolution's and BcHsajparce’s agPrian pollclej, nor the bmirseoLSie—and telst 
of all the great hnanders, its mosi powerful stratum—wanted a conunualion of 
w^r and social mstabihiy The test ol French soaely, in turn, had been drained 
by taxt 4 jnd demands for nuLitajy scfince Despite cerudn technological 
advances, iitdlMliy had gained vcjy little from the Napoleonic wars. On the 
concnny, the Bnrish blockade hid appredably reduced france^s Intcmatironat 
markers and donrestk stajtdaid of livinjt setdng back the ocointry's economic 
dtvdsrpment for srraia trf rhr poptflatlon. 

Thus Louis XVIlll'j mneyesir teipi. from ISI5 to 1824. was one of economic 
tetrenchmenc and peace at any cosl Fai and dUniFy, the brother of Louis KV) 
must hffiir kmawTi he was noe Urved, not even (he conUmpAiaus and 
anog^l emy^e whom he eventuiUj- femunfrated W (he loss of iheir esuus 
dunng, Ihe Great kewrdulnn aitd wIiol loj^iher mih an acconnwidaung 
nolnhiydui had aiiKn under Napoleoiu fonoEd ihe predonuruuu bndrowiung 


44 THf mat Of /iTins^NAi. sikiail^m: 


ruling c\a?i?L dunn^ [h£ Il^sunaUun. TIh CDUTilry. nn shore, uaeded lo i:aU;h Lia 
breath and rccavci 3 measure cd riL>tmalSry, whlt;h p Slflblc hiO'TiWiiJ'y seemed 
W provide The ting, in mm, ivas shrewd enough 10 reaJLZc ihat, whUc hia 
status waa shaky, the momirchy w?s desirable, and the bctlicr part 0^ Winsdfim 
was to govern h>s country with fairly louse rdni 

The economic changes prodrveed by the Ttevolution, be realized. lOyld nco 
be undone. Although he t^rrutneratfd the the peasants and Land 

sprculalorS would never give up the holdings they had gained. Nor wtsuld. the 
hourgeoisK allow (hr juridical nghts h had acquired sinoe I7ft9 to he 
complcLcty efhit^d. Vet the very republic that had initiated the new agrarian 
dispensation and die new Endhadual rig^its was hardly spOken of in polne 
company. Clerics and secular cducatots saw to It ihai repuhlicanism was 
identiGcd wjjih terfor, ovil war, social irusiabilicy, material deprivatioTL and 
foreign eonflics- Fveti in the lS2Ds there were young men who knew noihirig 
whatever about the Girondins and Jacobins, Indudtng many whose fathers had 
been among iheir SirongeSt adherents. 

but ihe ijld nnblliiy was not to he stilled. The Best year of Louis’s reigti -aiw 
the emergertee of bitter fury an the part of (he aristocracy, whkh sought redress 
for its smoldering grievances and reprisals, against die Tevolutianaries who had 
dnveit them from France a generation cariicr. In July 1ft J 5 ihe osKtvSibly 'Tree" 
dectioTLE [□ ihe Chamber of Deputies, based on a scsndalriusly rcslnctcd 
electorate, broiighl a vindictive roypllsi majflncy {or ’Tillras," as they were 
rtiHedJ of 350 kglslaiors out of 42D I 0 power. A "while terror'’ ensued lhat 
placed stringent resuicltons on the press and removed innumerable 
honapaitisls From the bureaucracy and Other public afhees. Thousands of 
highly qushfied otTiciaJs—from the municipal level, through the departmentiil, 
to ihe highesL naticmal offices—were sent into a tounlerrcvciLMiioniiry iLmho, 
where they' were left to seethe m fury against rheir old opponents. Special 
military inbunaLs were established ihrou^aut the counLry that delivered noi 
only pnson but death sentences. Even Marshall Ncyi Napoleon's most popular 
oommatider, who had received a peerage tnerm Louts XVlll hut deferted K? ihc 
emperor during the “hundred days," was executed after a trial in ihe Chamber 
of Peers. 

l.ouLs XVlll, however, was still cammitred to making cocopromises with 
social changes chat he knew could not be undotir wirhflut plunging the coun iry 
mro vivil war. Even helare Mapoleon's "hundred days^." Louis had adopted the 
Charter of 1814, or Clwitc, which allowed for a carefully selected hereditary 
CfiambeT of Feers, an elected Chamber of Deputies, and. guarantees of equality 
before the law and freedaras of rKpresilnrv oonsaence, and worship, as well as 
the mviolabilLiy of citizens from arbUrary arrest and Mizure of ptoptrly. Tbs 
Napoleonic Code, which had rauonaliiwd dw ciiuncry'a legal system, was kept 
mtacl, and gifted tiku hko Talleyrand, who had served not only (he early 
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nf^'oluwtHiary ^vetmmeni; hiii; ihe PircrtoTy Jind BociaparLc, retained amporlJinL 
cdfLCEl tnuis. in fsKt, tnok underage aa his Qumbrr of t>cpuut!a> v^OK 
ulirHoyilm eonvkooTii went so exlreiiic that, in pursuing monarehlL-al 
ibuLuUam. bt ^alhered parluinEntaiy power icft Itseif at the expanse e( iht 
thTMlfi iuttioniy, irwi t^r^Jt'l(e ihe notahlei who tried to weaken Louu XVl's 
power in 1703 

Ftrutly, hltlc more khan a year after ihe Qunthef 0^ Drpuvs wu 

tmu^Wd. had ha4'etVHi>gh of lu pnascriptive S^f^isbliDn, and he dUdotved 
ihe CfcdinhY intnwroUe riiuompaniite Otiumber," as i; wm mahcuusiy 
called) The dtettons ihil fctflawnl letumed a ou^ry of nioderale royiiisis 
who. under wiow ininisines> lenutined km power uncd 1811, prcretiiliilsg PrMwe 
wuh j perwd of rclahve prospenly and. siabibty. 

Thu quiei perwl flowed for a polibcal recoupment m the Chamber pi 
DepuUtS, yieldiii^ a ■'Left" oompostd cf recotvstrtJkrtcd republicans $iidl Si ihf 
Mart^uls de Lafayette, as wdl as mDderare cnnsntUUOOd tnonaPEhisw 
such as Consult, Hippolytc CamoE fwhosc father had been an 

OU Islanding general during ihe Revoluii&n and a member of the threctory), and 
Other men who were loathed by the rJtraroyalist rmnoiliy in ihc Chi-tnbfr. Thii 
C)UJXi^rsciioni.| "l,en" worked In conjunclion with (he Larcr C'^up □! modErnle 
pirllamenwrians. or “Independ^nti," in ihe ChaTlibeTH iJictudmf! Wealthy 
bourgeois elements such as Lhe banker Jacques Ladttto. the cotton and 
baron Uenjanun Doks^etl, ttie mcTchflnl Temaux, and the enlicprenEur 
Cajirntr Pericr. 

The moderate or IllbcriJ g.civcmrrtents of these years pr^mded ihc country 
wtth sufflCKlit economy pnispeniy to keep the bourgEoisie and the wdrklin^ 
cl.iis fairly quiEscent. Allhou^h (he wran^Lin^ between the hberaf COJiittoh and 
the uLttaroyallsU in ihe Chamber of Deputies contmued. It was not serlnus 
rnough to be of naajor concern (t> the EoWr dasses Franoe was sliU ruled by 
UoidcwTiErs the nohiJity and Us mmions errercLsed (heir mosi elltetwe power 
ihfMtgh dw ptekoU and subpreFeds who administicied (he dcpartmcnls, khe 
pTovtneuI and ihc mtmscipjJ hireJingii wltg gimuRrcted befwf ihw 

ijgtMtan (wa‘$(cn CnftsiiKn urd pcasarhs, Irvmf ui ihar pwn seff-crhdrmd 
wrTwld wnerc inddKeiHW la a nitwrisl rrEime cnor whndi (hey had no RiDunUc 
whaievitr The cicrtoril base &3 t (he ChcfobEr of Deputies w‘as bratOchly hnuted 
lo wdlacKiu mdraduads who p«d a minimum of 3M francs in taxes—which 
meant ihu only 1 iQjOOO out of a p&piilaition oi abo4it nine million idullS had 
thr n^t to vote. 

hut ihia basically suhlc sttuaucin came to an ?hd kh ISIOh when ihf Duke 
nl hciri:, the king's nephew, was assas^injicd, unleashing a fuflOui royallit 
baekksh, Louis, who was also OOdaged, restricted the franchise even furthri 
by eilabUshing the so-called '' double vote," according Lu which the 
weallhJesi quarter of the eLfcci^>rare — aboojt 25,MO men—were j^lven ihe 
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exclusive rlf^ht (0 scLki 1^5 (Seputies out of the lb5 chasen by the "f^cncril'' 
(Icctorjilc lor the ChfimbcE-. (In ihe tJeojoni of 1^2.3 the iiLtrii^ went (o |^in 
1 l(£l$]jillvtf tr^icinty—not only by mca.ns, of Lhe fnnrVik^ 

T^»tr%cUpnji, but because Local noL^^bttt, i-l^le^^ppoin led preleolf ol ihr 
dfFunmtnit. and lo<?l wlira cn|;a^cd in crass manipolacion frawd 

Ip ibeiT victory. Hicy did noi bestlale Lo use the nuncs pf dead 

royilisES IP pack the eittioril listi laa suppon of ihtu cMididticeJ Thai the 
rieelWffiS were blatantly n^ed. was a widely known fad lo which ihe 
^Ovettimeiil turned a blind eyt j 

In 1021 Lovl'S XVIII replaced (be modentc rnnustiy of Eb E)eca9e$. with one 
presided over by the extmnrly metHruuy Couni Df VdlHr, the Leader cl ihe 
ullrarC^Utj m the Chan^ cf Ikpums. M prondecii of rhe long's CMtnetl, 
VtHeie Ito^yeii a state loan lo fiirdiEr rccorDpeosc ennj^^s and others who had 
lost their Lands during- the Republic—a gesture lluc many peuani and 
hourgeois.'wtici bud purchased ^runsjkinotuikfin the L79Cs feared ml^t lead (P 
1 whoLefole renoTaLicm of the old tiobLc estates. His iruniMry stroked the 
CjeLioLlc Church by makirtg obeisances to its auLhoHiy. £ivin£ ][ emoluments 
and an enhanced sts.tUs ss "cbe mllgipn of Fratichineti." Above all. it inaHied 
dertcul PCntrol over educauDit, which created widespread uneasiness imOng 
many secular atizeris, especially those who hsd benehted -from ihe Mle ^ 
Church lands during the l^evolutton Rsuiprions, including unbrldkd kU of 
cettiurihip, wyre pJa^t-cd on ihe Liberal press; the lenn of service far numbers of 
ihe Chamber of I>cpulie.s was extended from fnirr to seven years; and lo the 
lury of liberals who still claimed some fiHadmis with the cause of (recdom, 
hrtneb troops were Ufod in support of the Spanish monarchy agiinsl Spanish 
revoluLtonanes during; the peninsular uprising of 1823. Hts 'mmtitry spanning 
t-OUli'S and Chatlrt. X'S reigns. Viliye personified the neu' CJuantbre nffwivrt. 
muph Ip the ipprovil of the reachoTiary ultras. 

Undet VdJirlt the Kigblcould alw S^tde its stores wuh lu libmri opponmts 
by making use of loopholes m the Harts of IftH that fivprcd the kmg 
Although nearly all dipubes sitTwod thru aUegiilKe 10 the document, Ui. 
pceatiiblt averred than; the rrtonanch had gyuited ■ "vuhinianbr to Prince. 
the fret cwfrtvte of our royal authority." This phrase coupled the Qtartc 10 iht 
will ot ihe rtwruieh. who ibeorebcaBy could resemd it )usi as faedy u he had 
grated It Adtliuonally. the Charte iverred that ihe govminvcnE mlnkitcc^ were 
"TeiportHble, " but lo-whom—the king or the Chamfer of Depuites^ — tt dul noi 
fpcftiy. Thus mmlsuru] responubdkty seemed to Acut freely In the all, rit the 
dlacrcuon oF the king, as the uluaS claimed, iw the Chamber nf Deputies, as die 
oppautlon claimed. Finally, the Chortc cemta^n^d a aopuLation. AtikIa 14. that 
gatvc the king the authoriiy to dispalch the entire c^unllitUtiOiial ityf um at Will, 
should tic chooM: 
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The kinK tR supneme tucajd oC the st^ie. He commicid^ Uie Ijtid Jtitl Kii 
forces. deC'l:,tre& U4r, UE^tics oi peace. 3il]LineF^ Jlid ctitnitiecec. 

ippolTTF^ i^L pLibLicoEidaJsv 3nd triAltes ail reguJauane and ordinance! fat the 
ritfcuClein of the bu^, and the security of the state. 

Under Lulus., all of Lhc-ie noyalisL EbminbuDcu tud been redded as mcTi 
rheWK lh<H uuntd Frinc«'$ nxirwchkal status. Bui AriKk I* vm in 

(be wtngSL ti- ibe dtE^rasal ai any auEhonunan. nkofurch who nught ebixMe lu 
cXcreue ll ilnd m pnnsriy sudi a imofTLiridi, eludes IC ukd by an 
rmounge of unibipving; uliras. who took oonituT of ihe Fftnch ihfemc M(wv 
(lie dejlh of Louts in LttZf. 

(f Louu u«ity ltn#w he WW twt bfluvrd, thailes at Icasl should h#ve 
s-uipcctcd Out most ol die French people thorough])' detested htm. Only the 
mntl ranatiea] nlLraii nf the emi^te popuiabDci and their oJfspnng—those t^'ho 
abofflinned the fievolnuon and repnblLcaniitn jn nny form - wllitd arou nd the 
fici*' lortJl. feedinj; his worst fears of rcvoluuonar)' conspiTaclti. /W'endinji I he 
Otrune al the age of sixty-seven, Chaiies bad been sn dtnigt^ fut iweniy-fivr 
year* ba the Count oE Ariois Havirig left France ns early ns 17tiy, he 
>uh$ei|uend) plotted with Bouiboii loyalists abtoad a^iiLst Ihe RepuhLlc,', ihe 
UireCIOr). atid the Ftnpire Cn once Chsrdes became king, he and Vlhele 
matehed eaoh cuber like a rnyal band s.ntl a perfectly Jltiin-g mLniMena.! ^isve 
Hut even wilhm the tiinitedand wealthy electorate on which Villfle hau'd his 
aulbntlty, n major split soon, appeared Mariyi'olers lelt that (he president Pf iht 
kictft'! eouncil was spinning too be w th^ nght, whtk tlie te^tous utlTJ! In (1 m 
lej^slatiire felt that he was not going far enough. By 1£I2T VJlfle had alienated 
bu ultra supporwrs a-S much a hu liberal opponctils in (he Cbarnbcf, TCUkiOg it 
diflleuk )f not impossible, for his irurustry to govern ihe country eEleetlvely 
/Uthou^ ll Li (LffbcuU to see how he could haxic hoped (o realign French 
poilucui kb in hiA buor. he was cbEiged lo urge Charles In «|J1 new eletwm. 
The liberals, in turn, had teamed only (oowcU tfui duy had Iq orgmine n a 
les*el id pr^-ent more oulrageous clccloraj nutleasances fium iIk 
righi In 10^7 lawyers, joumalisis. aitd il^ ol ilw libeni pertodural Le 

Cbhr creoted a public supervisory' and educaOotui group wtlh ihe name 
bx, ^ rvf ("ffufera {'"(Hod helps (ha$£ who help ihrmyel^'es." or more loosely, 
'':,c]f4ielp'']i, 1(9 disencum'txT the forthoemung decuons oE rrunipulahon by 
tioublci and royal pidccis A laige network of Aidr-iOE i.'ommlKKS was 
esiliblmbcd ill over France (o ooeisce ihe electoral lists, ohUrucT ultra 
mterferenof fn voting assemblies, and pnipagandlaf voters ih Mippon oE 
liberal candidates. ThotJ highly esFeetive Ficldvities succMihilly aUgiAcnLed the 
number of hbiral voters who parlicipaled in the elections of Kovrtnbej ]S27, 
itdunttg Uie uliras in the Chamber lo a sinall bloc o4 60 to flO. iis againvl LUO 
liberals Vllltlr resigned and was replaced by a Uie Liberal Viaeoum uf Marllgpu.' 
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(albeii oftld^lly ii$ ihe iriLns;![e;r oj tnicTiar rjiJier Jun f»rf.sid£Fi[ cif the 
cdunidl. kmng the kin^ free to run the mims^ry as he chose). 

The libera] yirtoTv in 161^1 had causes that wfiui Ear (>tyorn] uKra pohdcat 
icicransigeTies al^ne. Since lfl2T and even since 1S25 in the nonh, Trance had 
been sinking Into a decp-watpJ tcnnwmK cirisis. Ej^ecially in the liorih, had 
hajs'csts, [mriicukrly n< ^Ln and of polatpcis, deprived hndusuial workers and 
the poor of staple foods. These shortaE^ conjibined with a major riMMSsl 
crisis and unemployrn^nt (partly due to Imports of cheap Bntish lion), 
deepened ibe popular hawed of VUtcIc and MstrtifinK and stoked widespread 
riots and dcjiuncialions trf the regime—tn some eases of the tong. TextiJc 
v-Tirkcrs in NoritiarLdy and Alsace were eliher thrown out of work owing to 
foreign Imports or suffered cuts in tbeir already low i»rpgcs These ecOnortiiC 
affltcdons induced lurLhcr riOdng. anwS many ocy workers, having lost their jobs, 
were obliged Iri reium m rhe villages from which they had drifted in 
economically more halcyon days. Althongh the workers mosi deeply alTeaed by 
the economic crisis had no Slike in ihe political world that denied them the 
vote, their actions imnerv'etl all th^ middle and upper classes of the counWy, 
ituiprnng Eears of a new social upsurge by the lowea classes. 

jVnd for good reason- the IffiOs had soeh H tWhvAl of sirong public interest in 
iht Great ftevnlucfo-n. bfemoiTS by participants had begun to appear^ and even 
.Adolphe Thiers, a gifted yDumalisL for the lihcral press, published hiJ KlSWirf lif 
lo reSioiution jhinfuisr between iff23 attd !&1T^ which dtslt sympaTbeiicdly 
with the Gonventlyn, evw trying to account for the Tenor olojcctivdy, despite 
the author's prcddectLon for oonslitulionai monarchy. LitefiHc >'OU.fig people for 
whom the Revolwrion hsid been shrouded in mysrery could now beoome 
jttjUJlnted with ihe events of 173Q to ^794, and they drd so with genuine zest 
The death of Napoleon in his St Elelcna erdlc in Iff21, mOrrci'i'er, reivdered 
ihc cmpercir a safe subject for public sdufodon ss w«EI, adding to the Eascrinauon 
w'lth France'^ rievoLuuonary past. A flood oE memoirs by BonapardsEs were 
published, and memombllia horn the era bcfoce WalerioO, genWiilLy in the form 
of insignias, songs, ifld. busts of the emperor, became popular consumer items 
Napoleon, reviled by the Eaurrbon monarchy as a "monsler." now beCime a 
popular hero, initiatinR the Napoleonic legend ibai was to haunt France for 
getiermions. The govcmmeni was continually on the watch feu republican and 
Bonapartist consprradcs, whose Importance Vlllcle cynicaily eicaggcialed to 
retain his hold, oh bis myjliat consuruency. In reabty, the danger from 
republicans and Bonapardsts was ncgligfbk during tlie VilKSc and Martignac 
mlTustrics, but as the l&iffj drew to their end, citagEefaUcins of tbar danger 
added to a grcwinR public sense of social crisis. 

In fiLt, li was Charles himself who was the Immediate source of the crisis. 
The king, ever mmdful of 1785. viewed the growing mibtancy of the liberal 
press and liberal organizations eb evidentt of a looming revoludon. Despite his 
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awwii of adhejentje to ihc CheiU, the king ai hcafl was R devout supporter ol 
the ursdiLiD'tial insCiluUOn$ £md values oJ ihe anelcti refine: thf Efu^-feudh] 
nobaitv', the morAl aulhonty ai [he CathulLc Chueth^ and Lhe absolute 
supeeinav 7 of the mnnafdi over aJI oLhef Injuliutlons of the realm. i^rtvdsE 
hliiHl 10 the soda) ehiingrt m Framae since (he Greai lUvoJUHeni. he rEtained an 
Uiuu'rrving ccuunitmenl Id (he veiy views (hil( had Knc his bioiher LoUis KV1 
ta lhe sca0(jM se«enl d««dlct earl^. 

fcrlups nu lon^ was fess sudied id oooiliy (he tTench throK ihm Ourics, 
whose socSaJ visioTi urtrnded no further than that of his guitlotincd brenhet- Fill 
unrcconsmicied worldslrw siood in flat cipposiEion 10 the discmlem oF the 
iLhejA-ls,. who frit in varying dejpees ihat France had yet W isatth up with Kritan 
as a c£snsi3tu[lonal mOMFChy. If ihe French lufij rEgardcd liberaJ viewM aj 
poltUcal heresy, Indeed oumghi treascin, the hherals and theLr vjirioui 
suppotrerSr even modcrjlte feryaLiais, lEg^nded the king as a polLucd retrograde, 
with a chiUmg Incapaen^ » siabiluje oountry, tull tfrjj (O rale iL 

In 1B29. when die nururter. Sianignat, aiitmpwd W itlay llbetaJ hostifily » 
the crerwn b>' ahohshulg press censiKship and curhing Jesuit f;ohml of 
cducantm. ihe hliig rtplil^ him with Jules Anrund, (he prince of Folipuc—a 
reactionaiy so cxirenie and j Catholic w des'OUL that he Haily refused lo take 
the consutuiional oalh to eshey the CJiartt The Pollgnflc ministiy and the 
Chamher of DepuLif.* were now on a direct cofliaiOtl COUrSe. Even a bloc of 
ii-iysJisLs trd by FrAn((?1|rllen:i dc dmitaubrland, a prominent Fom^-ntic wriler 
of the day, angrily dcfccled. from the uitia camp^ leaving the king wlih a biOstlle 
niaiofity against (he mtnJJ^ The itberal press, in turn, parucutuly Le N'uUiTiud. 
r3Md A howl againH (he new pcgrnie:. compstmig Charles, wuh James 11 of 
F ngLuwt lhe tn«urch whose hatfh reactiumsm had induced the En^ish ruling 
Uasses to unseat him m the "Glonous 'Res'oJirtKin " of 

Vfor was (he companton between die late SiuartA and the late bouihcrns 
unwHirantcd- In Engjsnd, alter CtorrtWell's Pl-Dleeturiile, the compliant ChaTlEfl, 
IL hud been succeeded hy his brother JatntJ II, wbosf ahsolurlsm led to the 
drfmLtive enef cif (he Stuari ki;ng;s In France LouM XVII]. who had seemed 
willing to coiriprotniM. was auccceded by the utibandilSg reactionary Charles X. 
A TcpUy of 17d9 now appeared (o be in the ofling. '^'hen a shLifbng of cabinet 
poniions and some feeble meaipu by CholcS (0 INHII the dumber of 
CiepuDcs legisfirtive agcndi (o safe faudgfury imuh tisled lo ^Mfl (he 
discoment, it hecamf deu that the kHig would have lo r»or1 (o his Ardcle H 
Fw-iweis and lAke diclaconjil control of the stile to annul the legislattwe pc?wc« 
of lhe Qiamher. 

In a ihrcacitung address oti March 2 lo a packed meeting of the legislaLUH In 
the Louvre, ihe kierg sigiufkintly dcnouncEd "crtmlruL maneuvers" ag^tist the 
government and issued Woftilrrgs that he would "mfliniain pubhe order,'' To 
ihLs announcenicnl the Chjinber dcEandy dnfltd ^ shAjqp reply. "The 
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prrmiincnl npcord” bera-Kti die wslies of [lif pto^plc and ihe n(, ihc 

liberal clrpUElcs dln.iJed to say L-g die king, "docs nciini^ eiiisc/' und the pcapU 
vlfwed h !5 regime ai "a ihreai m iheir Lihinni"^^ After two daysi uf le-rrel 
diScuUton by the Chamber over the reply. 2Z1 depurtej votEd U support the 
reply, and ILSI voted againsL 

The die wsj oo* titst between, (he king and the dumber Further 
negouMsofU, in whhdi the ton^ avttcTfd (fU( W ’‘tesuWes are unaJteubtc. 
ended in piedietiUe collipse. aflcr which, on Mardi 19. Chatks dust>htd the 
kgiilJiTUre. amid hunotu Itber)^ enc^ of *Mve la Ckanr'" and exuliani noyylifi 
ermd T/iw If tw'" The ciMisimiikm was now uomsuhaMy pitted the 
arbtPiiy Mithonty of an absolutist monaaiiJi 

Although the king had diMnissed the Chamber of D^klIhs. the Jiriy IS)C 
flcetHan rcfurrusd a new Chamber wi± a gtfM^ increawai libml OptMUOfflft. 
from 221 to 27+—reelciling ZDl of the 121 deflanr dcpurles Irom the ptWOUS 
Icpslature—as againsi s mert few the king's Tninistry. To deepwri ihr ctlws. 
On |u^ 25 the monarch and hb sup^oTiing omiru^il 1$jged five ordiTiffllCCf, (our 
of which amounted lo a dejacto cancrlladjon of the dmite's pmvniiiorijt Icji limited 
COnJtICUtianal govemmetiL Ottf ordiMnee annulled the nint'' clf!i.lJon by 
dls«>lvlng the new Chamber even before it had an opponutitcy to convene, 
while another reduced the rlKtorate for depudes to include only the weallhlcM* 
gencTiill'y Landed men of the realm.. dlsmlVa'nchising most businessmen, lawyers, 
and proftsstonali. Still anoLhei ordinance requirwl edJlctfs and pflIVtefS (0 
acejuire preLimtuary n.udioTization before publishing any perlchikiaL. 3ub{cci cri 
review evfiy three months^ cs.'iicnnally suspending freedom of the press 

Tn the liberals and many moderate ruyaltslts. 3.s well as the pdtLlcally aiMaK 
pub1K^ the ordinance^—essrnfULly monarcbLca] deaets—amounted tP rwih' 
Ing l<» than a reacriouair}' ccrtjp d'^ui (hsl eirectrvely nulbfied the CHcitf of 
IfS I + iiy Elirtilng bark the clock to the days of Louis XV1.. the hve ordinance]. iO 
peretTiptoftiy issued by Charles., opened the door to revoludon. 
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Ncmc of the SlhmJs^ sdlt less the ultras, had any suspidDn, ihal 

Charles's TOup d'ctfli vrcmld Itiduoc Nris to tjtpltiiif In rtvoludcTi- Nor dtd th^ 
npfpt>siuan factions m the Chambei of Dejiudes have any desire to see the 
return ai armed masses—so icdciIcnE. of thejounifta of the CrTeal ficTOlutian-*' 
with their apjclty for vwknee sgilnst itw wtill-to-do snd sgainsi pjLifjeny. In 
ISJD. bourgeois aird nobles were sdlL alive who could vrvidJj^ recalL the great 
masses of saru-oulotbrs who had stormed the Bastille, battled the king's troops in 
the Luxembourg Garden, and hiwtefl apprcwict|^y 4L ihe (fjop oF (he gUtHodlte's 
blade. Vec d^ptte rumors ihai the king might use his Arude 14 powers to act 
sternly against the nc^', more liberal Chamber oF Deputies, the full scope of bis 
repressive platii was virtually unknow-n to snyeme outside the arde of has 
closest ministers. The new ordinances had been composed in such complere 
secTBcy that PoUgnac kept the sole copj^ of (hem on his own person, even 
rtiFuMtig to ptsce them m i locked dMwer in bis. desk. 

Nor did Charles tveed to be ecmvicieed by any of his ministers that he had to 
act ForeeFully afisimsl the opfSoSlliOh in ihe Chiitiber, ACJtwdlng to one 
recrvlIectioTi:. (he king, who soon leh for his summer residence at Saint-Cloud, 
hrmly declared on signing the ordinances: “The more 1 think about it the more 
[ am convinced that It Unpossible. W do oihcTwise.’'^ 


'THREE GLORIOUS DAYS" 

But if the king was resolute, his liber^al opptjTiems were noL For them, the 
oETicu] pubiscadon of die ordinances—in the Monifeur' July 2 fi—anived Like 
41 ihunJerclap. sending rhem scurrying around, disoriented, to the homes and 
edilorid oFTices of thcli allies. Even the commander of the Faiisian Gendarmerie 
wasi taken corr>plet<;Ey by surprise, no one in the ministry had: seen dt to inh^rm 
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hqm that his police forces mijht .soon bt lo curb public ^loictitt. Many 

kberals iind royalists in. their country homes le^tsed about the Idn^'fi coup 
d 'etat from milOti SortiLinlng in panic fcom the capital The publtc that dtd not 
MibKnlK ro ibo ^fotnjteup heard die news m reading rooms and cafH The 
leading and lesS«T llghb of the Parisian business, journalistic, and pohcua] 
communints nervouily gathered^n snwifl numbeTs oe la^c—to dtsirtrt* the 
iinplicatbocu of the king's action, feaihii of acting m a cruTnHe that wmslil 
dmahilue the moitud^. 

Reports tkil were Ial 0 pt^ihshcd suud that ownen ol prmling eslibhsh' 
menu had dOHd their shofn 10 prcUcst the Tcstnctive press otililMnct, but 
Ihfse accounts hjwe ao basis m reahi). The esiabluhmenU that dHl dose down 
iieein to have done so more because ihey feared prosemnon fry the aulhoEitles 
lhari *4 a “smke" against the lung's dirnuvej Tn short, the middle ci»s» 
lieliavtd wslh the charatteristic cowardice dial marked iheir behmor iii ihe face 
nl any asSiiUll Cm iheiC fheedmms 

Iniiially, m fa*c, ihe Parisian puhJtc seemed w be ciuUe itidUTeTtrn 10 the 
VLiup UtHiday. July 26. was a very hot day and. for workers in certain trades, a 
hidlday Large crowds flocked out ol doors, srekmg rdief from the swellrring 
wciiihfT. They were no; pimestoTS, let done insurgentSHaud seemed wniplctely 
iridlllerenL to >be king's otdinances,. which, after all, affected only a small wcLI- 
ICHIo minority of the population foumalisls and editors from a i^itTlety of 
pcriodwali, to he sure, did flotk lo the offices of ihe mudeMte hWfloittfl. which 
published 3 protest calLin|' upon the people of France to refuse to pay laites (a 
tuuk j^esiUre that was not obeyed?. Once (he excited gathering at the ^'rHll^Kd^S 
iiffUtfii managed to sort itsdF our. it ejcaWlshed a commLiiee w draw up ji 
protest against the ordinances. Written by the young Adolphe thlerS. a 
ionwtuwna.1 nainarchlsl. it vaguely called for disdbedierKe rtt response 10 (he 
brigs acuun. After a great deal of fHckentig. the (foeummi was jigned by 
(otirnallsls and editors of eleven Leading periodseds m the capiuf, but beyond 
ikus geiltne. itnrie of ihe mceCmgs (hal eiisUed in (he U(e afirtftoon and 
evening, or even (he foplkiwing day, ceHiId produce agreement on a ronerele 
lonnuf «twdi 

In |he mcanEime, ihe king^ hii mini^WfSi, and ofTicialf in various 
guvattmenial dqurlinmls resled in (he serem belief lhi( (hr oniliunces 
woTiid tvdK very Irule pubJic lesponse None of (be ciommancling gene«3* m 
(he cdUFwys mlli(±iy disincts wtrr ordered to mobilize any Inoops. nOr were 
any spedsl measures loken to prepare the ptJlce for pubhe disorders Cn 
■Monday the king. oottfiJetii that die counUy was indifferent to his cMip, 
fullowed fnt PUjcma] -dally routine: he abended morning masr and ihen went 
huntltlg wllh the dauphin In the evenmg the royal fiarty returned (0 the palace, 
where they dined and spenL the evening playing cards 

A.S lor (he holiday crowds in the sofrecs, they ic>o wttc quicsocEll for mo*i of 
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thii VCmxUjf 2A Not £v«3 pontcn, ^ced viih die loss of vorW whc» C4^ 
to ihc stmts m f^esL «OuM pn^pude fas5crsb]r to jpoj ijum ivrt 
wr^utrm c^mlyH u ilui aims mildly curious cnnnds usbo protmon md 
pfDUsUxs rilD Hisuirrclionjm w*J VTiy mu<fe-M wwdt on Srond>> fieaitif In 
tiv .garden of biyuL 1 snult cjcnd gsdnemi bdort s pml shop ro 

md iomt wises posted ui ihe wtmlofr. when polioe oSiciTS Jirrlwd 14 ekH^ 
down ihe cstTM^meni. presurajbty because of an oS«u< u kid eonunnud 
the nevk' pness neslricbons As ifu curH’iUS <iOUrd uttllDpItcd: in nunlw. 
IE bmine unruly, booing th( <>f6cers and Bhousm^ '"Lfing bve the Chura'' iii4. 
stdktttg » new and dangerous note, “DQ^Tt wUh ific BouibcinS-'" An citEir'ily 
spontaneous demonstration sprang up The ggridarmes, Erjined for a^wd 
control, arriwed in foKc, arrtited eight resisting demonstratars, and dtared the 
garden jtid closed its gates. 

But the crowd did not dispecBC—Indeed, c[ reFoTiniid in the square of the 
F'aiais FtpyaE A nuRiher oE litMere ran up the Rue dc EUvdlJ. breaking mreeLbrnpi 
and shouting denunciations of the irunistiy. singling tiUE Polignac Ui ^mculjr 
for CondemnaELon When the crowd reached ihe Ministry of Finance, it became 
vtcknt. Lbrnwitig siones at the guards and breaking ofTtce wmdpw& Still 
another group, chanting dcnunciaUcms of the ordinsneei. marched pail the 
Ministry of J ushce, where Pnlignac and tom of his ministers were contemns; 
bow lo nontroil (he growing unrest. ATtcr moving off Lti the mwn boulevard*, U 
dispersed. &y midni^t, in lad. the city wj^ decepuwLy caJm, and ibc Prcfcci of 
Pnike reported ibai tnnqvLlltry bad been restored. SmaLI-scaJe riols had been 
.wen bcEoic m Paris- and the auLhoiities thou^t they tifltl 110 reS-SOn Ift linew 
these ones wiiJi any abrm 

But * ma]oi insuTTCction was in the offing On (he morning of Tuesday, June 
2V, crowds mcme menacing than ihose of the day brftwf bigan 10 coiletl in the 
streets and siquares of die Faubourg ^aint-Amoine, the crucible of Panmn 
itiyrnecs during the GieiH Revoluticm, while bmds of pUnlfti msHTifd ibf 
streets of ihc t^phal, oiling on wewkers 10 suppofi thsir proifsc ibc Palais 
ItoyaJ filled once again with angry crowds-, the pofke tried Ui rloW the 
wattenng prolcsloTS tblo ibe sumOUAdlhg iquatOi And suttis. The mounied 
udrorn ibe auilwKius had sent in ihe square In pmYnl further 
bDublc, themsd’nts prcn.Tc3(ed urmest imlated by the beil and Inon^ pauence 
With (he laitbUb^ Ihe\' beg^ in lue on due people FatalUy, die 

gcivcninicDt bad spiUed bkiod. aind ihc bodies ol (he levphipDa's hra manyrs 
inrTc paraded (bmu^h Ihe lareeis uiih cnes of “Deaih Id ihc miryuaert.- arid 
TJcaiii Eo Pofigiuc'" 

had begun as proiesu and scatlered notf lOoa mrned inu» an smed 
ecTOftimratinti hetwecn ihe grennuncnr and cspeciatTy the wDriiera ti Pam The 
kmg rented w rlv padainunc's shootkigs hj uppcKrAng Auguau de 
Maemcmi. Duke ef R^use, ro oocitHml the sa»ily foeco Araong moH 
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rarisuTi^. M^rmom wai fanacoiLarly dfitesesd lor abandcming NapaJcon In .Ajinl 
IflH and de[cctiin.n to the Allis. In fact, tus irery name had become a synonym 
;a ‘''Rigusji:d"j for "cppopcunlst" and TwlicT.'' Tbc duke rficted ftwcefuLly to 
Lbe sboorings by seeudinj out the enure Pansian pairisan—royal g,uaidi, 
^^ndaimcs, and troops (rf ibe line—to occupy the tapiTal 'i mfijOf St^USUtS nUd 
avenues—a pjfOvt>c?|Kw« acnon rhar cmly iwked |be crowd's fury. 

Finaily, on Tuesday, July 27, the sporadic dema-nstradoni ignited mlo a 
nt-idcapread insumctliw. To jslcw dowm the mo^cmenr erf Mamintn's cednmns 
L.™ajd then prescribed dsutLadons, barricades were reared all over tbc 
worbinE'class dtSLncts ih the central pan oF the righ t baolt, where nveisr oF the 
[i^wemmenL biuldttijs were located. By seven o'clock. In the evening, (he troops 
(vcrc indiscnminately using their ftrearms agansl aowds that pelted them with 
slOrtes, adding ir> the toll of the rcvoluuon’s martyrs. At twOight, tar from 
dLiiLinishin^ the crowds swelled, using the cover of night to ransack gun shops 
SystcTiiiUjcftlly blotucvg oUL the svftiliimpSi tht^ plunged the lusuTFecuonaiy 
parts oE the capital uno loiaL darkness, enabling them to tniiJd their defenses 
and Jtnd u'capons with impunity 

The crowd behaved with remarkable Judiciousness and liiScrimiaaEion 
i.:.jwatd the vanwis armed iorces d-eployed against them, probably because 
many of the older insurrecUonaries were velerans of the Napoleonic Wars and 
■ATre possessed ol a degree of political conscleusneis. They Irealtlcd that ih ihlS 
situanoTi the loyalties of ihft troops of the line—ordinary Eoldters —were 
uncertain, as those of the haicd gendarmes and royal guards were not. If the 
crowd behaved well toward the s^diens^ they might atm over to the side td the 
people .Shrewdly they raised the cry, "Long live the lincL Down with the 
gfridamrcs and the guard!” Demonstrators stayed at their barricades Unlil 
around ten o'clock, when they began to reiyrn home ftur the mgh(. By midnight., 
the crowds had all hut diaappaared. The authonues, thinking the lull meant the 
end yf resistance, reduced Lhcir troop levels to mere street patrols near iJtc 
TuLlcries and ihe Plate dt la BaStlUt, whllt ManniOhl a.s 4 ur^d the imperruTbablc 
king (hat the uprising had been snuffed out 

but on Wednesday morning, fuly i6, iht crowds reappeared in full force m 
the i.Tcnlra] districts. Indeed, they were even more numerous and threatening, as 
Ma.nnom nervously reported, than they hrid been before, Thej were building 
ever more elaborate barrijcadcs m ever greater earnest—feUmg necs, pulling up 
paving Slants, and o\'H-[umlMg wagons and market Stalls 10 con.strua them. 
Tiwps ihal Itred to pass throuj^ the msurrectianaTy cmijndiasenients met with 
fiincius resLstanoe. In the narrow svecti adjcjinihg the sS^uares aod bcnol-evai-ds, 
the columns were hlockjJtl by one barricade after another along their lines of 
advatiet Paich time they were halted, they were exposed lo fire tiom itLsurgent 
muiVjfiis in adjacent houses and to berrages of paving stones, fiimuuDC, and 
tiles from the looftope. Fven when the troops succeeded in demolishing a 
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barricade, » nei*-' erne ii'ould quietly St?nn^ tip m Lhcir near, trapping ibem, sl> 
cfias they were iatidwiched within the riaTTOw strecti and caught iti imuidcrDLii 
CTOMrirc. 

At SMUnd eleven a.m. a crowd m the Place de fintwe overwhelmed die guard 
post before the H6lel dc Villf, fcirccd dpen the gales, and invaded the ftged 
labyrinlhinc htnldmg, causing the prefect to (lee. The Nniionnl Guard., which 
Charles had disbanded im 1S27 as a politically unreliable force, reappcaicd and 
occupied the clly hall Atop ilie bwllding, in ihe central cupola, they replaced 
the white E^'iUTbon Hag with the outlawed ukatar as a symbol of revoLuuonary 
victory. Indeed, m one of their most inspired aftlOhl, lllf ihsur|ents raised the 
tricolor on n tower ul Noire Dame as well, where u could be seen liy mosi 
restdents of the city. The soldiers of the Imc, surrounded b}' friendiy crowds, 
began Id fralcrnizc with the worltcrs fty noop Mnirnont, hcanng reptwis of this 
dangerous tl'?*>tlopmen?^ vfut out his iroops m larger units, in order to prevent 
small groups of soldiers from defecting, hatLalion- and rcjpmenl-sized coluiiins 
supported by artillery thus sallied forth 10 letbim the city's cienrer, Li.s siraiegic 
avenues, and ihe H^cet de VilJc. Despite some shon-lLved advances, the results 
were disasirouE for the Baurbon monarchy. 

The Napoleonic vetriani seem (Ohafve provided the insurgents l^^lh a degree 
of laetiful IlfKlhilny ihai wa.! belong among. Lhdr opponents’ officers, A direct 
confrontation on an open baitlefiEld would have surely kd to lhcir defeat, but 
from the roofs and windows of Lhcir own apartmeOl building's, the Insutgents 
couid Ybtin i1k& iind as well i-s buikts onto ihe hated guards and 

gendarmerie. With iheLr intimate knowledge oi iheir mazelike neighborhoods, 
they could establish cornmunkiatiun links beiwecn bnmcjd^s jnd sircmg- 
points, transforming large parts of the dty Into one vast revolutionary fortress. 
Troops were lured into confusing blind alley's and inlricale passages where, 
d^$pll4 ih^r superbir amis and rraining, they were placed on ihe defensive 
against the knowledgeable and agile LnsuTgenls, By July 2^), a traveler who 
walked from ihe norLherh pa-rt of ?aPlS lOWMd ilw tenter of the dry would luive 
encouincred hamcades on nearly every street, at intervals of thirty feet or sd, 
sciriiE of formidable size. E?^EtiES during ihc Great RevDlLUjon, more bamcades 
were reared In July ISTO than in any Parisian insurrection beTotft or since. 

Fvetywhere insurgem sniper tire took its diemo'raiLzing toll Iit>me 
commanders, especially those of the Swiss mertenary UrUtfi In the Royal 
Guard, were untamiliar With (he winding sireets, alleys, and cul-de-sars of Pprli. 
so [hat iheir forces lost nearly all communication wtih nearby troops Even 
proiectlve stniCi.Uf'es- proved ro be uaps. The Swiss Guards seeking dJ retake the 
Hotel de VilLc from the Sl^uicina] Guards found themselves hopdcsSly 
surrounded by armed crowds in ihe E-^ace de Grave and ELred upon from the 
building. When the Swiss finally suer-Mded in laking die cliy haJ]^ they scxin 
found dial ihcy could get no rrinrutecitients or supplies. Ordered lo depart. 
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incnii of (he SivisE had to fijht ihcir vaj^ back to the outskirts of the city, once 
M^iu twrrsgeJ by Eire Trom (Wirby butihlings iud njiTtnit sctueiji. 

Fatially, lajcking, food, drink, and even ammuTudon, Mannont’s farces grew 
fVCT more demoralizect. The widesprejd revolt of the pOpuboe SOftnod 
beyond ihdr power to vanquish. At length, before Wednesday was out, nearly 
jll ihc key RavrmmcTil sereas had Eallcn into insurjjent bands, leaving cmly a 
smglt; roui4 Op«n to troop movem^l^ The coLumo^ (hat tdarmoni had sent 
into strategic areas during the previous day were thinned aut no't onty by 
casual lies bui—perhsps more I’mportamly—by a steady (low of defection.'!. The 
■□yalty oef entire regitnenis was now totally unreliable. Units that had managed 
UY pass through the banicaded slreets found that [hey were cemftned to mere 
plara-s, * fcw' brosd svenues, and gewernment bvuldttigj, w-hlle Lhc maze cd' 
fCreeis surrounding them were held fast by the insurgents. Attempts by 
Marmant's Iraops to subdue the densely populated aieits that ^UrToUnded the 
seats oi govemmenc were met with fieree but calculaied resistanijE, and even [he 
l-tarmant's troops had apparcnlly conquered were quidtly 
icclajmcd after the soldiers moved on 

Ely Thursday, ]yLy 19t die army had $,ssential]y besn defeaud. Even units of 
the normally reliable Eoyal Guards now relused to fight the populace. 
M'oreover, any fears that loyal Lnoops from the ppowtioes would jmve to 
remtntx^ Tmsiah garrison were dispelled as the proY'incLals en route not 
only refused to supply the uoops with food and drink but even, attacked them 
akmg the roads. Whal remained of Marmont'i Forces on ihis Ipsi dPy of the 
msunrecLinn were either withdrawn to ihe ouisltirts of the dry or fled of their 
own accerd. 

Some 2,000 people bad died dunng the" three glonous: days,'‘ hnm Tuesday 
10 Thursday. The ovcrwhdmjcig majority, some 1,300, were artisans, piindpally 
carpciHsTS and joiners, cabineUnakers, slo-nemasons, shoemakers, loeksmitiis, 
JEWelry makers, pnniers, and laOisrs. The middle classes do not seem to haive 
played a consequential role in the fighting, judging Irom claims For 
oompcnsation ihni vcdUTided insurgenfS put in (0 the <j>mmLHJo.n des 
kreottipenses Nadonales after the uprising. Dunng the street fighting class 
divisions had been marked, even in single buGdings, Icl alone neighborhoods. 
Well-n>do FoyaiLsLS who rented apartments on ihe lower floats of the 
lenements, ftw rxflmple, provided food Boid drink for the troops Hying to 
suppress (be insurrection, while the worlrers who lived on the upper floors 
bought the same uoops wnh weapofia and scones from their windows and 
^oofs. As [Javid H Pinkney sardonically observes: 

In the so-caJlcd Bourgeois fievulycion cff 1830 iJie middle and upper 
hourgcoiEie were (Kher litimunc Co bullets or absent from (he firing line. 
Immunky is improbable, however, for some bourgeois met their ends as 
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uninvatvcd bystandjcrs. ... On ihc ... UsI of dead jeompUed by the 
Cotnhnsshjrt ticSi ftfeiijmperists Natkmales] w<r« on« doctor iuid one leather 
but no hardterB, no laivycrs. tio dqjulics, no publisherB otr journalisLs, 
afehoOgh one SOUKt Usted one jomnalist dead. A few Emm this dajs dg 
ftgure anvong the woundecl and o4hcr comEMtants—fioui doctors, one 
lawyer, and cighl tcjitheirs tOJl no Journalists, no publishers, no depUlWS^ 
and all combined thedi numbers do not eiiten approach the number of 
masons or of eabinetmskkers alOnc. The (.op-haUed bourgeois on the 
baifkadc m FcnUnatld [ItJacTolK's "Llbeny Ijwilng ihe People" icaredy 
deserve^ his t:e!nspk.uDus place^ certamfy not as a symbol of Elis kind in this 
perilous spot.^ 


THE UNRESOLVED REVOLUllON 

In ihe weelt that fpltgwed rhe uprising, the deEeaied king and bis cntouiagc 
departed Paris, drifting slowly to the CEianneJ ports and cidle in England. To 
replace him, joumatisls, puhlishecs, deputka. iind, libovt all. dlsposseSMd 
Bonapartist buresucriits and oificers were only itw eager to use the popular 
uprising carried on and won by the workers off Faris to erect a regime that 
would be sympathetic lo then own interests and prestige. 

As we have seen, the Parisian liberals were republlCins of van<!us bus, 
some of them ostensibly Jacobin in spmt. Cm July 29 they were still nervously 
debating the course of the revolution, rather ihim leading It oti the barricades 
But with the collapst of the royal defend of the aty, they hasuLy draped 
themselves in the old tricolar and. Joining with the constitutional 
monairehLsts. took the step of choosing a Mitnidpal Comnusston. with 
members Stidudlng Pentr, the banker. Charged by the subdued Chamber of 
Deputies ta provision and defend the capital and maintGiin order, this 
Commission—and it noliceably did not call Itself a Commutic, as 
revolutionary u^diuon presenbed—insiaUed itself in the Hotel de Vitlc and 
began to sort out the extent of its authority. 

The mllltaty power in Parl^ now consisted of two Jonoes: the unorganizeid 
armed workers and the National Guard. As the only organised tnihtary force in 
Pans, the Guatd was commanded by a ccmiuniuonal mouanihist, the Marquis 
de Lafayette, who. in his dubious transfoimation into a repubhean leader, had 
assiduously undcriaken ihe Job oT holding at bay the more radical tendencies 
among the republican students, workers, bJadonal Guards, and Bonapanists. 
Among the disoiiganized forces of the wwkeHtuurgents, there was no potential 
leader who eoutd match Lafayette's prestige iuid ttputaliort. Thu* when 
Lafayene ordered the muskets of the MailcmaJ Guard 10 back up the Municipal 
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C*mmi55loci, he ensured ihai iht OmmlSSlati iVi* ihc so3e admlrtlslruUve 
pDU'Cr Lfi P&rk$, Like ihe Clumber of I>e[>uues, the C^mmlsalDn CivciKd ctw 
OtaJhllshimcni of i bberai mnMumwml racHHirh>' jLonj djt Bntub pjrlumcn- 
□ty rtu^dtl. Bu! who would Bil the required TOle of ition^ixh? The choice wu 
mjtte cwji by the irLsurntcnciiidrws but by the banker Lkffitte, ha joumalul 
n)klu|pH Thiersv and the historian Guiaoc i^ho Idtltied i tsbdiJ to 

promou ihe cmdtdtcy of Louur^Fhihppt; the l>uke of Orfaeuke The du(ic ww 
(he son of Louis KVTs mal, Pbb[ifpe who during ihc Crettt fteyofuUOn 

hid abirHl^rwid hdS lofly title lo suppon the Rru Republic. 

Ejjilitii'f rcnLHKUduivhiifwrk'er, hid OOLsiHed him hi«n ihe gvdloCtite. ■ liie 
(hil mide hm son. Louis-Phdippc; aU du more ptudenL The OtkanlKi, M bw 
^iippO!ncrs were Cilkd, tnd iIk tcpufdicxD "men of order" iu(h ai LaJaytlle. 
who upbetd the leadej^p otf ihe MunKipid Comnussioru feared (hat my 
rqjuhllc would netrssarily become a tEmonscic jKOhln regmw. UETittC md 
ThiCR tbweiipocv eniered mio negoiiaikniE to bring LouitPhihppe to the 
Ibronc under ihe dtlc "cioeen kmg" or, inore absurdly, the "king od I he 
bnrnntdes" — despite the faet that during the sitr$[ fitting ihe Duke 
had abandoned the etnbi9itti.cd tapLlal ibr his safe retreat 34 Neuilly. |i> the 
pnluttal tflbynnlh aJicr due msurrcctKio., posiets ill ducr Paris were hailing him 
a!; ihe rUMI suitable successor to Charles—a propag^da enlerprl^ gi4l<3od by 
I hiCTf and appor^ndy iinaniCed by LedTiLte. hin^Ly^ with the guidance of his 
liberal advrsers, none of whom had besti ictlve participants iCi die Uprising, ihe 
duke began to sedle his way toward the ehrone. 

^Vhai finally validated LiutS-FTiUippe as a king "surroundEd by republlcin 
instltutloni" fas bis supporters were k> puHl) Wis Lafayette's public eitlblTKe fd 
him at (he Hfitel dc Ville on July 31. Lest (he crowd that gathered OUUldc — 
which seemed to prefer il republic—^t out of control and xt on Its own, 
LafJtycllc, as Chateaubriand itlJs uj in hoi menwtHv ”£a^ dw ChK d'Ofltsma i 
Cncolor fU|g. wtru out Oh the balcony of the Hdtel de Ville, and embraced the 
Prrote before the eyes of th< astounded crowd, while the Duke wnmd ihe 
nallonal fUg."' One o( ihe mote prEndpled royahsis. Chaieaubtund saedorueally 
londudes "The republican lias (rf LalaycUe ocited a kmg,”^ 

Far from exhibiting any nductancie; Lalayerte ww only toowdlipgia KMpI 
ihe duke K * monarch, a criss bclr^al of the hopes ol many of the workers 
*ho bad riade ihc 1830 ■Rft'oJutiiqiii. Indeed, Cba.teaaJjri3md's iCcOliril uhtt 
noit pf ihc asionishmem of the crowd at the ximn, noi (he "cheers'' thil 
some histonmt Utribojte to ihem. Thus. Ijlayeile once again showed, hltntclf 
tn be a constUutiDrial itnnsarchisi whose cciinTnLimtni to a republltm 
gnvctnraeni was largely rhetorical. Soon ibercafier, nearly cvetyeme in the 
new (^owemmcni apparently wanted lo be rid of ibis relic of 1789. Aftet being 
granted Ibe va^uou^ tide of "Honorary Commianding<jeneTal oC the NatmunJ 
Cuird of ibe Kingdom," which the stventyehree-year-old tnarquis cOnudered 
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an insull, he resigned frtiift hit tcnnrt»aiiil and vlTIWally •disappeJiffid frnin ihc 
political teent 

On Aujjpist 9, scaTrtly it *ctl< ahei LaJayciie's dtmohsiifaijvc hlfwing. 
LoU4vF1ll1lppc, with iht if^r<nicnt nf (he CJumben cx( I>cpu(set and Peer?, 
was ctowumI soA-icieign Tht comtapon. w}nch IXKifc p1^ 4i ihc Petals 
Courbon (the seal of the 'ChartttHr]>. dcLibcTiteiy nuitccd by jn jtmost 
punEimca] SjmpLicny, in slark comlrast Co Chjllifs pmate ceiemony al ihc 
Cathedriil nl Rhelms, In a larjlfly wdl ccTemcmy |hai referred La "'tbc will of 
Lhc pcoplr" ralhtr shan "divine ngbt," the new monarch pledjed 1o uphold 
ihf illwFlr which ilsrlf Limliwd. by (ke rtmenial oJ ihf rniKiiCius 
preamblr KJlmg (he documc^nt was ■ "volunliiy' from ihe croun The 
revutans jluii limited htTetlKaty ine[nbeTt4t|.p id ihe Chamber of Perrt. 
laweieLl the votm^ and reduced the tax qualifications tor 

the franchise from WO frjnt^ tn 300. The Ch^mbci ol Depuiics was 
insirucied (o pass laws In abolish press censorship and icqubc irials 
inslead fd ubiUaTy judgmeevu lot-jciumalisiic malleasancts. Even educaUon 
u'as nude a Slaie rather dun » (Church ailair lhrau,ghoul lhc cnUtliry. when 
ihr Oumhet oE EHepuUcs appropnaCed fufidt In afford SCCUlar pntnaiy 
schools to cominucics In^Ltrtd of chvrchea- 

1n deference up runianlJC nijtial^ia^ the tricolor was nude ihe offKUt symbol 
of Fiance. l.puis-PhLlippc, In ium, pledj^etl l-fi ''jj.overn only by iJit laws and 
aocoidini^ In die laws."* AmkJ erica of ‘ I.J.'tng live ihe kiiigj" and "l.nng Lve 
Louja-J'hilippe E," ihr duke atceplcd ihe crown, iht iceptci, ind llie loyal 
sword bom (he perrs and dqHiPcs. duliEully signing m in^Kaie (N 
dectaralicHW endowing him with his tifw s mn s . much 4S ttmigh they were a 
COitintfrciid ctintracc In. rhis pFcyialc businesslLkr iashion, w’Eiich presumably 
ncpiesenLCd ihe mumph ol republican vinue o^ci absoluusin, the duke 
acEcptfd I hr throne as "kmg of lhc Frvnch" raihft ihan "tdng of Hranct" 

A cilculaUng man. Louts-IInJiippc had tra^rfed widely during h4s ycatii of 
exile. cvTti 10 ihc L^lcd Swes. and had ipCIU hh ItW pannidy waiting for 
csTnLs Id unfold on hm behdl ^Aftcti ViJtHe's cumpensahan law was passed m 
Iftl'j, he had duly legamed rhe constderaibte landed propetues that had been 
exprop-naied from his lamly, recouping much of his FamUyfartune, and he rose 
Lli high pOsllion In ihe Bourbt'n Indeed, lhc king's bfhavkor Tdireied a 

new kind liI Fienchman that Honore de Hjliar wk? depicting Lii his novels, 
ilespile hli srrisLCKfKic pedigree, m his hahils LouiSiPhLlippf was a 
poramonwis and stolid bwrgeois. cariHiUf ahovc admidng huWMlf. indeed, 
es'cn alter he ww esutriuhed as king, he letaincd a curdoE atiiiudc [owaird 
ordiniiry peuplc, who liMty vished ihc royal piilact as though it were a public 
irtsotuuun. In tus dress the "dtlzcn king" was plain, and his rrign-Hhc ]uly 
MurLarchy. as ti was called—Was fret i>f asicnwLlon. Fonunately for ihr new 
monarch, morens'cr, France brgam lo miiivtf Ereitn the cconomrc depression 
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4ui the ikev dmnnl U*- utT ApiiJ IS31. htnldnl a hi OiteHiui idwin 
dcpnvtil (he nu^oriiy of uhdu dl ihc fruicluK odly IM^OOO 

i>m of I?* (tuUion wluld. «TTr iibk (o meet die lOOfrtmr fern (hn mHlr (hctti 
cJ^pWt io vov- "The Rttuoon Buy hne been even worse [hui the 
show." notes PnsclLb Robertson, "'but ii my laEr uruU md nudiUiR^ 
^wneutnen were esduded iJotig with ihe leumd And ikrofetiuruf 
HuL oI course, the workers and peisdinis.'^ Duquilhfied FrcnchBien opuM tOok 
with envy Kfim the dunncL "here ihe (UiHin BtH ol 1832, ^ ill to 
dvonoomingv bad expanded (he Enghsh electoral by aboui y) percent lo 
KHiK 7S0.dbD. Although 3^ per thm^nd now had ihi banchuc in 8rlUln, * 
snete 5 per thoysaM could vote m FianM. To deirunds tor t mow 
repfesrntauve fuffraie. Ouunt, the king's pcemvr. vrogHtcly responded, 
Enoch youndvn, then ym chi vote.'” wuh Utt reuilt ihii » bir A 183d. ihe 
Chxnbet of Dcpuua conutned only 43 bankers. mdu«rul ckphaIhu. wd 
cnerchinls, as jg^uut ] I8 landed propcHlors and pirauUc rcTitien 

Indeed, Man's analysti of the 10^ 'RovolMnon U 4 shift In power FfORI the 
Landed nobitwy ta ihe ^nannil bour^ecHsie is not svpponed by the leality that, 
ttptiTt rrom a tew lndltvld.na]s, the CmstticiiJ and cerLamly the Lndusirul 
bour^cnsle gutted little power from the July McmiiTdiy ITic same knded 
nobilsty, eipeelaLly local notables, who- had formed the base of the Bourbon 
lie^Loration continurd lo oonfutute the base of ihe Arw monarchy, ullhnu^ 
lh(>} ttuitiben were aikipncnted by ex-Bonapamsi offwiab and a few bcurjteoii. 
As WtiLum L. l-an^pH leitUrhs. 

h n UTjc dwi thcjuly RotilutHPn of 1830. which vm lumd by Phis pemun 
and loujht BVi by crafumm and ajhans. win taken ova by a {youp of 
adroit banken. of whom Lafbttc, Ca5ijnir-PeneT,aAd Ddnsen were the most 
proimneni Bui when the udtement was over, u turned out ihai (ot the neitt 
O^lecn yean Fianoc was to be ruled not by banken and induslredbls but 
by prtPvtTKtal itouMes. by bnyers and by hurnuemau, natty ol whom were 
olkcen or otbeub. ol the Napofeoauc lojpine In 103? there were haidfy 
more than forty depuues w4to could be fauly deschbed t* meinlMfs of the 
new mdustrtai ctaas^ 

■^nd as Puikney lersdy obstrvej, 

13k new reginK did ckKer tom Us predecessor in lhal ihne was a Lu;g^f 
place m It tor busmeasnKn tike Lafhue and Pener ^(cntilKkH, polHKal 
power wu soil firmly tn the hands of the landed propneioi'a^ the 
olflcehoJdeif. and the popfesskinaE meio.^ 
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On. [ht i,>i]i £3 hiintl, (ht woTktrs who had done aL1 ihc fij^ting E^ined 
nodiinE whatEoever, politically oi matcrialJy, from [he Si'ety ufufljin^ [hac made 
possahle ihe OrleiniM regime. Haimg Ihancrcd Maimont's ajin.y in an 
msnmecnon, die “heroci of July" fas the artisans were called.) 'we're saddled 
'iflth an electoral law that, in !83]. slammed the political door in Lheir faces 
Indeed, from the July days onwajd, the Ortcaniat rtgIflMi was wFiry of wtfffcjn^ 
people, nnconlyin Paris but in ihc nest oJ France as well. Aecually, in Decemher 
1830 the tcnaflicE over the fate nf the fiynmer tcHwbOTi ntinistcra, 
were creaied fairly benignly by ilic new monarchy, nearly threw rhe opHal mtn 
anolheT insurrpction By pkIttLirig tip a strcin£ show of fewee, mobdlizi[>E ihc 
National Guard, and pladng ordinary troops on alert, the jovernmeoc showed 
that It was quite prepared to use alt the military farce at its disposal to control 
the "n.Hflrthtste^" (a word ihai cropped up in mmiswrlal deliberations) who 
chtcacened public order. FolSowing the ertsis of the eK-mlntsters' tnaJ, a tasb of 
strikes and economic dislocations obbEcd. (he Parisian Municipal Cotrimtssion 
to provide public works for ib(iusand.t of uttemployed. In order (0 allay public 
unrest. 

[ndeI^d. as radical republicain groups began to conspire against the Qdeanist 
regime and its assassins StaUted the king, the govettimcnt became more and 
more consen'auve. In April lfl31, in response to riots and demonsuauons, the 
Chamber of Deputies enacted legislation against unlawful meetings or so-called 
dtrmupctJients uod nesurfled ihc pnOsectition of oppositional leaders, 'fhal most 
sacred cow of the liberals, namely freedom of the pnui, which iud beett 
iitrirmcd by Lonts-Philippe on accepting ihc throne, was repeatedly abridged 
from the atitumn of 1830 until Scplcitlbct 1834, when press limitations forbade 
not only the use of the word republic but even pohdcal cancamres. A Law on 
A&KiCtBtion passed in 1834 required most societies—even those that contained 
fewer than iwemy members, which the Bouthorts had tolerated-^to be 
authonzed by the state before they could tuncoon legally. This law effectively 
quashed not otily republican societies but even earty trade unions seeking 
higher wages and better workmg eondtnons, as well as mutual aid societies. As 
Pamela Ptlbeam observes, the Qrlcamsts pursued "a poilLcy of surveJlance, 
proseciuion and ultimately ch?nEt5 in the I pw on psoociatiims wbkh ffinds the 
new liberal regime even less tolerant than die Restoration."'^ Beeween ministries 
headed alternately by Guizot, ihe cver-adaptablc Nieedas Souk (Formttly a 
marshal of Napoleon), and the perennial enemy of rebellioojs workers Thiers, 
Orleanjst commitments to freedom were steadily abridged 

Inasmudh as "polLOcal power was suU firmly m the tiaiTids of the landed 
proprieiors, ihc officeholtleri!, and rbe profcastonal men," Pinkney conclitdes, 
the July Thiiys had effected no revolULiori In Fyart«.'" But the uprising had 
ma.de “one revolutionary change, one that lis ptitstlpal beneEicia-Ttei had hOl 
intended and thoroughly depSored, H bad brougbi ihe people, particular^ the 
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pcpplt finii. Iwcii inw p^Uwi ih ? wiiy they l»d th?i bctrt invpl^*cd Hn« ihc 

1790s."'' 


THE SOCIETIES 

The rtoTi^ wbe watched LafayEtw embrace the Duke of i^eatu 3i the Hdiel 
lie ViLIc chiTed al ihr incampfclencss oi die July ev^nty, whese vletDcy Lb^ 
reasonably felt wu btin^ bnwo:]y -Stiat^hcd itorn. Ehem. Haying men 
[he dcEirytnl Bovrbon. moEiarchy and defcaced k[ OIKe. vetifkiinfL pcopLe were 
now anitily ainarc ol l}iclr pewrr, ii ahnosi certainly the ftcroluilton of 
1830 lhai created ihe uulde Fienich pmUic for Buortaton'i auoum ol ihe 
BibouvtU cpnipiracy. wtudh way publji^ud only two yeary betoce the July days 
Guoiurolti't book now fed a gitiwii^ desne lo turn to coit^LniOTUl tnelhody 
Ue crt'mhTPW iht July Maiuidiy—and among the Flendh irvofmaonaJics of the 
penod, none embodied ibis tmdency moie eonfislenlly and mtliLintly Lhan 
blanquL tyhen the July msutrecuon. exploded, SLanqui nury abeady luvg been 
a rE^ubLlt;an—in any case^ he abandoned b1$. mr^deraie Jt^urnallSt collcajues at 
[he Ghhf. and threw himself into iho sircct fighting, brandishing a miiskct In 
one hand and a incolcfT sir the other. He was wounded, foi which the Oeleons 
^[Trf tmrtent awarded him a decoration, but he emerecd Efam the figjuting as a 
red republican and rapidly evolved Lnta a socialtst. 

Ln January 1832. while defending himseli at a highly publiclicd inal for his 
radical view*, he delivered a paistooace Speech thalj. TchenwH desenhes as 
“the hisi snclalisl manifesto of this cpoHdi."*^ The July Monarchy, Blanqui said, 
M'a% ihr g.oyicmmmi ol the bevutgeois dasscs^" and Hoety w^M. in "a wtt of 
*-aE between TkK and P«r. '" Asked by the p*e?*ikiw of the cwn in name his 
LTwn ' estate,^' or class, ftlinqui answered {(Hlhnghtly, "Ptvklbnrf When the 
prcsideni dtrued dw the prakiawt was an estate. 'Winqiit rowed "How u u 
not an cstale' It is the cs^late of thiny milbon Frendinun who live by their Labor 
and are depwed oJ poUCKal ri|;bcs="'^ Ttie language of sOtuLtfm. was already 
very much In his mind as well as in the minds ol a gjciwing number of ordinary 
■cpublicarts m France. 

An early areim fpt generanng soeiaLl$($ w^s die fecriil republican society 
5 pci^J^ dr5 Antu du Pauplc (.Society of the Friends of the People), Inspired by the 
republican pubLicisI Godelroy Cavaignae. The Aitiii, who wwc or^niud on July 
30, immediately ifter the Paris strccl fighting, demanded lhai France be 
permitted to elect a tKw constituent assembly to decide (he nature t>f the staie. 
Instead cE rcitotlng Lhe old Chamber ol Dieputirs The many repubJieao 
banquets and oratorical toumaisaus ihe held duilengc4 th« kgliunaicy 

of the new itunuiehy, ewn uiraetiiig as nuny » a ihowui^ didt 
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mwtinjiv tn rcjility ihe Atnn hid only 150 totamiflutl monlWT m ['irki— 
fiLtoruEipttJ wu inKK^ [hcEn, is ii'as Etanqui. aJlhough how inluruCc ihty <trat 
rfiVLunf undrir Mon ndicd uul bcjgeT than The Amu wu che ^Kutr' ile) EJroUi 
ie hldonaw (.^octtCy lor the Rj|;1iis of ManX t }it^;ily disaptmtd odahotA dl the 
Amti (htt. jJwr 1832, irmuged to coUeet a conadmblf wciriqnf<l «4 EoQawicii 
and extend tts K^h thiou^ioui she dnmJHseninkis ai Pms. and mto lome at 
ibc provinces HwrajchicBUy siructwcd, the (op lewri ihe PreHti ww deven- 
mm eentral tsHninnits. betow whidi came iwctve coEmusiunen. one Idr eacli 
d/roiklHfr'vnt, and below (hem aiudicr foity-dglil ociinn^SStoricT^ one (or exh 
oflhrfoyr^iurnmmlovhidicadT^nHmdtHoiumw^ Thefwmen. m 

Cktm wtte mbdidded inw feioan^ whose didHcLuntd bo be mdqKndeni di 
order bo evade ^icnTmmniL Festnedons on rirni^jlHp in smmikI- 

Gubs Idee iht Aoilj and ihe Ohneii. which pndiCnated. ihrnj^oui France, 
were expmj^ly republKan and somediEics even sodatl^UC in CMltiHlt Sy 1833 
the Dritltt clmmcd a lotal mrmbchjhip trf 4000 in Paiii. while iv hnneh in 
Ch^lorVk one K*4nl ourilde- ihf capdcal, had as many aS L500 Ntir were 
thcK republican cIuIm niere debating fodctics. A numbet of them. Ituludmg 
ccTlaln scetloTiJ of the Droiti. were armed, while ocheci, partit'ulflily in die 
prfivmifF, dnLled acid held ure^l pracnce. The ninshrogiciing of wch 
cevoluvonUTy' among achsans po'a^'iidrd the upper cliUUA With ehc 

rxeuie---and the need.—lo accept the leptessive me^iurts on aSMiltHlon 
ImiWMd by the OclcaniSl govemihertt, 

On June f*. IEI-3!£, a Funeral was held for Maximilien Laonarqur, an Immensely 
fHiplllar fkinipartlsl general ociwhom the cjaled Wapnleofi h*d Iwhcdwilh *Uch 
favpe thp.1 hr bequetnhed upon him,, on his ditathbed a.i Sl ildcni. the hcmcKlIlc 
iiJetif marshal. Stpwa conef^ of ihousamds. led by^evenal dt^unf^iEhed mlLlcaiy 
men, Including t^ifayeiw, fdltnwed Limarquc’s coffin as ii wmind Hi way iq Uie 
Pinllicnn Many who foLowodi behind in the pnocesson were mrmhcH of 
irvcihihonary vxxtsa- who cxpreied. in ihe afunmffi the funeiiiL, u »iaj^ t 
lull-uale fcplibbcan. itHUireenon aguna ihe mcnirdiy. 

One c4 a pdlty of students haiing endakned. all. whither art they 

teaduyg To nht rcpijHic.' trphed a person, wearing the july dKwaiicm, 
who was acting, as chlct of che uoop. "and make ywrtclf fUte cf ihlL that » 
flight '»t will sup in the Twikriti 

The fJTnej^ stopped before a specially prepared scafloid L3 hear dl|J1«ir1es 
deitvef folemci eulogies to Lamarque.'wbn suddenly, as Louts Bline recounu. 

a vuitngtr ome up, ’nriovn.ird ow. i hofse, wbddi he had great difficulty ni 
gelling thJVugll the itnmcT^r eoncouise. The appeannee of this nuA was 
mort sinister, he was drtwed ni bbek, and htW m hia hind: ■ red lUg 
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sumioLLnijCLl by -a cap Df liberty. It ^js the symbol o[ '93 ibaL thus 
revived befoTT the eyes of tb# bourgeoisie. 

The [Ijig so disconccncd LhaU allbougb he was a elEMt aaaaeiate luJ 

LanurqLic'a, tie abruptly left ihc funeral. 

The IneHgtiaPon which this specueLe evclted^ was emreme, especially on the 
pari of Lhc republicans, whose principles this fcaifuE appaOtlOP tebded tO 
misrepre-Sent and ihpywa jlur upon. Otie sJtOWi of reprohauun burst from all 
present, with the exeeption of a Jew, who applauded, cLtbcr w'ilh iipbtoiLe 
[anabtism, or wilJi ibc irf-achcrows purpose of throwiR^ odium on the cause 
nF ihe hspublJt 

■J he man's appcamnce. in plane's view, swoeeftted in luming many members oJ 
the conege against the prospccuve insurrection, by associatinj^ rcpubLicartism 
with ’'sanHumary jaoobirusm.” 

The red ELag had proeluced its eClccP he who bore it immedLately 
disappeared; and Irom that momenL, the rcpubliCJns Eisd 10 renounce ihe 
hope o1 dtawlrig jEier theLr sreps the bulk of die hourgeciLsie.'^ 

We Tvill never knowwhethEi the horscmjti j police provocateur or not, 
fnit his action, dul sneered in preventing a wide-scale Lnsurrecucin that day.* 
The more militarit republicans in Pans, however, were not to be deterred, they 
v'cni on, in spite of lhc harscmaji, to stage an uprising, raising huge hjineades 
ai Some of the cAplLal's key WOSS seamns (vividLy described by 'I^ictor Hugo in 
Jjfs MtsCraitJejl, exhibiiing exeeptkmal courage and panicking many membem 
uf the govemmenL i\s it turned ouL, however, LnU.iS'PhlHppe was well prepared 
locnnFrom any iniurrteiton: he had about 2+,CM)0 troops aihis disposal, as well 
as most of lhc Naucmal Guard. On June b, after two days of vsliani but futile 
streei Fighiing on the pari of the rebels, the uprising was crushed. 

Following the June 1S32 uprising, sodehes that had enjoyed a semilegal 
siaiLLS were dnven complclcly undergrOuVnl, but the more stringently die 
Societies were repressed, ihe more broadly soaalistie ideas spread among ihe 
red Republicans. Soon the ne^' formed socialist societies wijr^ coU^boraung 
with the older republican sodeties, interpeneirating one another with joint 
conspiriieks and actions by hounding these republican and soctakst gtnups 


* AIcIidu^ the. uppuTTn^E ni ihe linnerniui ji I j.Tri?rc|ge'; luneinl c.ryrlree ha.'; hcen cited 
as thri fltSl IbroE triE red 11^ wu Taised in 'Puiv it had already been raised iKe year befOTC, 
Im Ifl,!!, in #11 TnanTTecoon pt Lyi?n, ttttd it w^e io reappefr In Frcfich tipn-mg? 
through^i the tiOOs. 
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a^ikc. iJic OrkaniiL Tegtmc breed them lo wke dcspernlc 3nd tdi^n 
pdvcTiliirLsIit; acdons. BuL perhaps ihe most TneiiiDrable of the undergroiiEici 
SDcictteft. iervmg [tartly ai; an LnsftLTation and partly as a mndel, were ihoA^ 
created by Blanqus acid his stipptjrteTS In the suitimej of l^l.l4 (or ]S!55, 
aet'Prdlrig W some Blanqui butided the Sccir'lr 4ri familiri (SocLel^ 

of the Fatnlhes]^ a secreL conspiratorial orgaciLzancvn that w;a;j tivcijwedly 
commstted to orchcsLnittng a coup d'claC again sL the Orkanisc itionaichy. By 
the memberEhjp of ihe society, ii has been escimaied, nnanbered abrmc 

1300 , 

Tlie SI rupture oE the FomtlJes. again, was htfrarchical, patterning ilseJf on 
die ckssbal orjjtanLzatbnaJ fonns of the eftarhomterie. iLs basic unit was a sin- 
lo-twelvp-meinber "lamily "; five or sis lamtlies consliluLed a '‘sectiDn" under a 
chief, three or four scetions mode up a “quarter,” led hy a eowmoHdoiit Jr 
qdflTticr; several quarters were led by an agent revofuticiniiLiirr. Fmally, guiding 
thi^ ^pparaius from sb<ivf w?s 3 Cfimik itittr, ot Central somminet, whose 
membership wos unknown to the rest o^ the crganiistton. Actually, ihe 
central commilLee rvas mone or less a hetion. The real command of the society 
cxmslstrd of three "nfvolullonsry ngenis," the most notable of whom were 
Elanqui and Armand Barh^. Barhes, whom Man Nomad daserihes as '‘young, 
rich, enthusiastic, good-natured, and heroic--the idol of the student youth 
and popukt wuh all the repwblic oppotients of the i-egfme,"'^ long Temaincd, 
In his revolutionary career, a perpetual adolescent and reckless romanne. In 
fact, the Fmtiilles did not acquire much signiRcance until BlanquL joined ii 
atound l&j!i5 

Each member of a "famtly" was evpecied u> join the Naimnal Giwrd, in 
Order to gain military' training propagandize among the Guards, and if possible 
acquire s weapon and gunpowder This typically Blanquisl society had its O’wn 
gunpowder laboratory (possibly two) m the siery heart of Pans, as welE as arms 
caches in different parts of lhe capital, and before the police learned of its 
csdstence, at had even begun to- tniiltrace two re^mentj of the Psiri.s gart1ttt>n. 
Upon Its discovery Blanqui was arrested and jailed, but a year later he was 
rebitsed usid'et a gmctal uiKirif sty and sent iPto a rather pkAsarU ScmlbSPlsh- 
ment ncisr Paris, where he had a brief pen-od nd dotnesUe happiness with his 
beloved wife, Amclie-Suzannc (whose cairfy death only a few years IPIcr a 
pall over Btanqul's many remaining years) 

En eslk Blanqui formed still another secret network, the Soci/i^ Jet ,'itit 5 i 3 tw 
(.'kscteiy of the Sft^sitns), in eollaboranon with, once again, Bairbes, and ihe 
printer Martin Bernard. More than the EwtiFlJes, its mcmb^r^lji grew lo eonsisi 
of a large percentage of workers. (Mara, in facL reearded tEte socifry art 
eiicluswely proletarian, but this is probably a simplificjtioiL) Once again the 
SdlsoMS, foJlowmg die Charljonnene, was orgauized mto a hicnarchy of levels of 
groups. This umc individual conspirators were each named aft era weekday, si* 
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of whom togeiheT tonsamied a "wfuk,'* kd by “Sunday." homrwMlu [ormtd. a 
■month"- under the cansmaiid of 'JuLy'"—atid three mouths formed n 
scasDsi,'' led by ''sfvrmg." All femr seasons together constituted, a "year,” 
which wjs directed by a ‘Vwoludonaty agent,'' Siiioe the sockiy had about a 
ilmusand meiiiibet^. H cohsiSled of three ‘'>eais.'' each of which was kd by a 
‘'revolutionary age-nt”—who happened. In facl, to be BifmtigL. Elarbcs, snd 
Uertkiird This elaborate system ai small units and cernraltied control was 
meant to neuuaJtze any police infUtratlon and at the same Lime maKimizc the 
or^ganization's ecoedination durin|; the coup drai It tmcfided m stage, the date 
ol which was ktuiwn lo no one but (he top leaders. 

Members of the Saisons engaged m iraming eaercjses for ihe coup amid the 
iinltnowing Sunday-aftemoon crowds of Parisians who w^re enjoying dicir daiy 
ok out of (tupT*. 'The-ie ItlsgrrrCLionajy eisctciscs were conducted under the 
dose supervision of BJaniipji, who, in his black i;xvac and black gloves, wguld 
calmly aisess the strenglhs and weakness of his future msurgcnls, often from a 
cafe window as they passed by. The Wbomem of UUlh for the 5ftiHJ?iJ Rnaily 
came on the morning of May 12, 1839, when the Donapirators raided gunsmuh 
shops and seLied (he f’aiais de Justice and the Iribtel dc Vitle, prodaiiniing a 
republic and wildly singing ihe "MaiseillalfleTlie M^tlou&l nod klurikipFl 
Guards were quicldy mobitiicd, drilling the msurgcnis behind barricades in the 
work?r&' dlStncls [Jespile the inuptis' largely working-ckas following, ordinary 
working people remained passiveH abiialnfng fiom p^riiapalion in (he uprising. 
I'wo palendy hopeless days later, the entire enterprtse collapsed, wirh no 
impact Upon the Parisian working class. 

j\Jtcr five months of hidHig In Celkrs and j(.(Kj, Bknciui w^s caught and 
cni-idemncd to death, a sentence that was commuted to life impnionmeni. The 
conspiraiorwiK confined to (he island fortress of Mont Sainl-Hichel and later to 
a prison hospital at Tours, from which he w-js re1e?ised in 1&44 because uF his 
fragile health. Although he had planned ihc May uprising in every detail, he 
^eems lo have developed doubts about its chances for success once il was 
under way. In any case, when ii became clear to HLanqui that the uprising 
W’ould be a failure, fie pnidendy but rcprehensibly withdrew hliiLself fn>m the 
Rcnoti an aci that led to an infeeonctlahle break between himself arid [he loyrr 
ailwcniurous liarb^s. i*'ho had been wounded in the fighting. 

Despite sts failure, the .Sdlsgns Ltin^plTHcy was 1.0 seize the inw|inaLion of laler 
rmiolutionaries, inelgding anarchists, and it may have supplied the conspir¬ 
atorial girnosphcrc for novels on anarchist ierrc:>TL!,n¥ ■wriueci by distinguished 
autliDTs from Dosto-yevsky [p Gonrad. Blanqui, to be sure; was no anarchist; 
indeed, ihe leader^ of the Saisoits hoped uluniauly lo preside Over a higfily 
centrallied revotudonaTy staie. Em ilie Narndnayp Vglj'a (People's 'Will or 
Pe(jpEe’'i Hreedom—the Russian word ‘igly-n Eia* hoih mcaninss), the populist 
4nd lerrorist organization that assassinated Tsar .^rirander II in I @81, was 
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iufluencK! by Pclej Tltachcv, one of Elanqui-s (xsllabi'iwtots. The tiflcltm (Ei^t 
smal] groups, if hOL jftditvttlual rtflspiFSKws, could inhiflie iweepin^ icvolu,- 
LioTiafT}' events thiouRh heroic Mtiens is a legacy of eariy BJariquism—however 
ruueti BlanqUi tiiiOHir, ovtt (ihWt ^htved 3i[ a utocc rcaiislde appraisal of the 
iimtLs of sccjet conspiratorial org^izations. 

In fact, by the IS^s, In the face of repeated defeats, arrests, and represston, 
populSF belief tn ihe efitedvenew of EiUnC[UiSl conspiratorialisiii was 
dinrlnishing- The rc^me shrewdly exploited ihe conspirades and vanoui 
attempts to nsMSStri»te LoUlS-Phtlippe In order to arouse public opinion agamst 
lepublicanism and sodaJtsm. 'r^hciher beeause of [tu$ Tepre^Hn Of lOr other 
reasons, the secret sodelies awakened no mass movemeni against the Jn^ 
Monarchy. For the most pan^ [he worlteiri of France had ?■ traditional s^nda of 
their own-^Lo retain control over (Keet woridng conditions, Indeed la establish 
txiflp^rapve n'cirkshops ihstt imp^kidy chal]cnR.cd the lepiLimacy of the property 
system Itself, as weU as to hve decxntly and with sair-resptcn In tlttve, once 
sweeping transiorrnaLions had occurred in the economic and politic^] 
landscape of Wciiem Etltrope, they were to flock into socialislk orgamizations 
dtat sought 'c create a laeiiet soaety by other meatis^ 
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THE BARRICADES OF 

PARIS 


cHAFTEK H The Revolutioii of February 
1848 


The French 'Rievoliiljcin of J& 3 CI seen shock waves LhtougtioUC Europe, lo 
Britain, Btljpum, ForHiga], aotl Sp^tn, its well as a tiumher ot states in Lhc 
GennPfl CtufifedeTatickTij ■movements tar 'the reform of dynasties or monarchies 
flared up, sometimes taking the form of iEisujrcetkins. {but most, of these 
rrfonns ivcrc natijonalisL in chajacLtr. or liberal—seeking to broaden pcJmcal 
rights — £)r both, rather than scoal upnsitigs, in which the masses fought fur a 
ladicaJlly new economic as wcU as politkal dLspensation. In time, nagging 
prohJems of national unificatiion were resohred, not by popular insurgencies bur 
by lor^ful statesmen, such as Cavoui m Itaty -and Btrmarck in Germsiny, rvho 
fulfilled the aspirauems of csiabtisbEd ntonarchs rather than (hose of quasi 
demotraLic; popular hicurcrncMS 

ll was almosi eKtluSivtly in France, m dre nineteenth century, and usually in 
Paris, ibat mass armed rcvolls cranscendEd essentially nationaJisL goals and 
focused on the "socmE question'' of economic ejtploatatHm, class rule, and 
property ownership. As we have seen, the Great Revaluiinn had by no means 
eliminated all of the social afTrangEments of the anoeirt regime. Itonlcjlly, m Eact, 
it WAS not only lh< (ifsdlrloog of 17S0 but Prance's very economic 
backwardness, at least by eompajison with EngLaml thait made it a hotbrd of 
revolution and radical rdeo'lOgteH- 


THE PERSISTENCE OF OLD FRAbvCE 

Despite the ecnncurucand technoiogicaJ changes that (CTOk place vetynoticeabl; 
in ihc 3&4O1S, (he propertied dasscs of Franco^thc middle classes as well 15 tfu 
nobility—jiliil equated presuge and power with the ownership of Land Even the 
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bfHirgeDksif, with or unihciut [o [he ciWTt£rsh1|p of 1aFg.c ffUles, 

TvbLich aiDnt would j^Ln il a privilcgEd podtian m the management oE dKa 
£Mjntry. Adnintedf/, [his high regsrd iMd eMmershfp wjs dimiCliiticd in 
French ddics, parllcuJarty in Pads, where cammeTice and banking Qaudshed. 
■Onalnly In ihp tajjiial, lalenwd men wiiJi faidy plebeian oSl^ns such as 
Jacques Lafliue. Casimir Pener, Adolphe Thierj. and Francois Guizot—bankeri, 
JtkUmabsts. and academics—attained positkms of pmmdncncic in naliDnal 
aEtairs-L nnr were these men denied enny inio anstOOfitlc orcles, or flven the 
opportunity to many into the nobdity, as trade and finance became ever more 
lueranve sourots t>f Incomt. 

But in [he ruial area^ and die small toums,. Frenclt provincial and mvnicipat 
aELairs were almo^ campLcieLy conUollcd by landed notables, who despised 
Iirhan bostnessmen and njkd over the ptsaanuy and ■craftsmen of iheir 
districts with prerevolutionary arTogance: Togeiher with |he clergy, they 
dispensed favors, and issued directives as though the Revolution oE ITd? had 
never oocuned. 'Nor were iheir claims lo local iovewigjiity Mriously ciiallehged 
'ey tEie peasaintry and teaser urban classes, who viewed dtlcs and the owturship 
of landed property with subscivienl awe, esprciaEly in the rcyabst hotbeds of 
ihe wesi and south. 

That, a great deal of pwer was eserdsed on the provincial and even the local 
■level WAS not politically ttlviaJ Dunttg the 103 Oe France was still a 
comparauvely deccntralisied coumiy—in some rtspecy; barely t modecn 
nation-state. Travel condiuotts cajtdde the ^eat urban hubs were very 
pnmtpiiie, leaving twny parts of the country- isolated and under the dominion 
of local landowners. Despite a consjclceable amount of road and canal 
kicnslrucdon during the Restoration, ‘"in (he IBlOs [he nation's iranspcrtadon 
sysicm ,, WPS still that of the eighteenth century." as Elavid Pinkney pointedly 
■?b serves.' 

In 1S30, for example, slagcocMDchcs still moved at an average speed ol Eour 
imles per hour, and H look ten to twenty days for freight wsgjons CO move ftom 
Pans lo Orleans. A steamship journey crp the Rlidne from Arles to Lyon 
requued three to foiJr daysv and even more if the tiver was Swoll-eh by flooding 
or shrouded m fog. In wmier, when icc clewed the waterway, uaific might he 
suspended entirety for a week. Travel along canals, whose constnicdon Iripled 
Under ihe Orleans monarchy, still Eitied all the liverfoe difRculties of weather, 
ll'ooding, and drougtiL Rural France thus had only limited, and usually very 
tinle. contact with the capiCfll. The affairs of large areas of the country wiert 
rieccssarily left in the hands of the local aristocraq'—many of whom remained 
kegipmists. that is. supporters of the old Bourbon dyna^y to which Louis XVI 
and hia brothers btlcmged. 

The oontinuiucs wlih the pims, ti, should be emphasized, encompassed not 
only regional Lsolaclon, poor roads^ and strong reelings of pro'vincialism but a 
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JadrJ;^ pnTuiuvc bantiin^ syscem. By conldnuing to inviesL Tiumfy in ss/c 
g.[jvcTnmc[iL bonds ^in-d low-nsk Set;UTHi6S (hil b^o^Ught short’lerr^ tftiijiftii, rliLS 
sj'Ecem Ltnptdtd cht growth of more mecbutiizcd, capitat-imensive enterprises. 
Even smilt enterprises stwh a^s tlif. prodtittlon of iron >n cJiarctal-hjcled 
fumai^^ii (which Mill supplied most of iJic country's cron) had lo rely on oveity 
cautious local batiks or else be selffiniinCciJ The larger coal-fueled plani^, SO 
necessary lor the pToduciioti of iron, for looDmotiv^ and railroad tracks^ 
required large capital lovKiments that vB-stly exceeded the capaciLy of mOsl 
local hnandaJ mstlLUMCHdS. Indeed, not uniil ihe Paris—Sajni<.eTma]n Railroad 
ptoved to hs a fmanciaJ success were thelarjic Parisian, banks prepared to mvcsl 
heavily in railroad construction or trade In railroad shares on the fUns Bourse. 

Pinally, any attempi by a peas^ni household to improve Lis loc bc^xind 
subsistence rainutig came up ajtaicist the resistance of local financial 
mstitulions. which w-fre esdcmely reluctant 10 make lo-w-inieresT loans to 
small-scale iood culuvators. French peasant a,gniaiJture consequendystagnated, 
Lrepnsoned in quasl-roedHva] forms of finance, such as high-inLercst loans from 
small-town notaries, wiih the result that peasarns were still easy prey lo [heir 
tradlliriual vlcl$«Ttudts, such as had harvesis and droughts. Indeed, even in an 
age of radroads. suiamshtps, and facloncs, food shorts^’es, so redolent of the 
ancien regime, were still sertcuts problems- 

For thotte ^vhn had wealth, the purchase of land usually left msufTiidcTU 
capital for industrial growdi or even sophsstLcatcd sypLculluratl lechriHjuess The 
real measure of a [amsly's wealth continued to be tbc unfiflunt of acreage H 
£¥*Tied rather than the lecel of tts agrioulmral pnoductLviiy. “The values and 
aspirations ol the boutgeoisie were still predominantly those associated with 
landowners and liol those Pf busiuessirwn ot the Engisih captains of mduiuy," 
notW Pinkney. "Eully committed to the pursuit of probt and lo a regimen of 
work."^ 

Nevertheless France Oould not resist change aJtu^iher^ least oE all during iJtie 
Latter d^cside ol i he July Monarchy Economically, despite the overwhelmingly 
artisanal nature of the manufacluritig economy, induswial advaticfS could nm 
be avendrd. but by no means oould ihey he msutuied on a scale comiparable to 
Enjjlish mduEcry. The nonh was home lo the mechanized productinn of collori 
clodiL the LoLre basin was greatly CKpatojin^ ics production of coal; and ihc 
small forges that had Eormerly accounted for much of the country's Iroh output 
were conEohdated into br^e-scale foundn+Sj prejiaging the Industrial Revolu- 
uon that had already swept over parts of Britain. 

Perhaps of greatest significance, lailrtjads began to come into their own. 
reaching isolated regions that had prcvipusly been all bu( compteiely closed oE 
icj iTLidc- The passage of die 1842 Dufaure railway law mandated the Eormailon 
oE t naiiortaf railway neiwork. m which land, Pack, and stations were to be 
supplied by iHe governmeiiq then leased to private companies ihai would 
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prijvidt ihe nece^iaiy opct^cIriE cquipniEnt and roilini; stock Bciw'^tn 1-642 
and 1648, ihc amount nf iiack m France iripled ftotn ro-UEhly 600 to IflOO 
Idtometeis. li was a ftrji step m oveTcocntn^ the isolatiDn of the French, rtgiohs 
and at the same ume pnmded a snmulus [p the metallurpcal mdusUy, so 
mdispensaWe (U modeftilsiUKti. 

Politically, however, the regime t>l Louis-Philippc was dosed to Everyone htn 
a few wealthy citizens; by the dccnon bwflf 18 J], oftly ihssW Frenchmen could 
voce who paid lavtt of at least 200 h^ucs—a franchise qualLftcaucm ihw 
dfeedvdy barred all but 2 W ,000 out of 9 million adult malts from voting Such 
hanchiSe reforms as w'crc proposed in the Chamher of Deputlti dnl noi apply 
to the working class, which ail pHtles in the govemmenl seemed lo assume 
shouid be barred from electoial parncipanorL Morally, the regfmc had become 
scandalously corrupt, with bnbery and dishonesty rampant at all Icveia of 
.lovemment, mdtiding the milrtary. The July Monarehy was, in cffccl, a huge 
holdOtg company,, as Marx called it, for stockbrokers and linantiers who had 
been reaping immense fortunes ever .Since Louis-Philippe ascended the dirone. 
IL baldly justified its CKtslence by the CKireiwIy favorable and priiilcged 
envttonmcnt iL created For the rising hourge-oLsie and rural nouveau* riebra 
CommercaalLsm had hecume rbc mling ethos of the elite, and the propertied 
classes proceeded to gorge themselves financiaJly, through Shamdessly 
lucrative contracts, reckless speculation, and shady loans, generating enotifnciU.'i 
dLscrepanctfis m width chrtHiighciUl Lhe country. 


THE ASSOCIATIOMIST DE:^^ANDS OF THE lS4Ds 

In lhe years directly following the Onst Rcvfliutton, Fr^mce bad preserved its 
prediominanLly artisanal economy, so that the manufacturing sector oF th^ 
French economy was SUll overwhelmingly made up of craftsmen. j\][hough 
their economic posttion had changed somewhat betweeh 1T09 and 1&4C), the 
mteteSLs and status of artisans had remained surprisingly co-nscanc. Even Fares, 
as we have seen, had hardly changed durlrig lhe fifty y^ws lhat passed since the 
Bastille wa^ taken, and the methods of manufacturing production, even 
working-class lifewaya, rernarkabty simitar 10 those of two EeneraUons 
earlier 

Master artisans u.^ually tjwtved their own tools and managed their own 
shops, U.sing the labor oJ their tamtltcs,, apprenuces^ and joumeymen for 
assistance m productLoo Allowing for differences amons individuals., they 
shared cenam hisic values, habits, and hopes. Those who did not own properly 
aspired, In dme. lo acquire theii own workshops and enjey the siattis erf tnasier 
craEismen. The more wcIL-tondo' master artisans worked side hy side wsth 
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!i}?pTtrir]t.*:S, jtJ«Fneyrrtfh, iri<3 hiyftd woriMfi, wltci Htn tinty s^■|a^^cl ihiii idtas, 
tiopes, and lifcways buL often Lived in thdr homes and shared dueii meals. 

Toward Lhe middle of ihr mri^reenih wninry, 5<jri)il Forces erntrgsd (o 
diTearen rhe-Se indfp^ndenr arusana] tdeways: nevr [eohnoLogies, mosr noiahljr 
raU iransporiation, opened hitherio isobsed rnarkets to cheap mass-produced 
goods From nbrond and ar home. Merchant capttah^rj were becoming more 
cenira] Figures m ceononur Life, espedaliy those who paid for ihe arlisans' 
products ala gT-eh rjie, then traveled eJseu'here m sell ihem IruteskSingl)/ lli&e 
inerohams began to control the ailoca^ion of Jobs and the prices that amsans 
received for their gtrOds, oFteti witFi iUde or no COnecifn for the needs oF LheU 
producers. As the mcrchania' role became even more pronounced wnth the 
expan»on oF trade, they threatened bo reduce die artisans to a towjy, dependent 
status, at the bctlt and call oF bourgeois masters. Ai the wme nnK rhe mduiinal 
(apir^llSl world wajs pem^d ro mvads their i:r.ah world, chreatejimg to replace at 
wiih the factorjr system. 

These looming changes ralsmF Several bask questions ihsi urgenily had to be 
^ddre.cs£d. Whdt would he the place of arnsatial workers in the changing 
economic and poiiiKaJ life of Fiance? How could they deflect the cruel impact 
oF a harshly tompetiifue maflcei economy? Could ihey, as arusans, create an 
aLicmauve to the emerging predatory and competiitive capuaList economy? 

A spate of communisl and sociaJisL books acid pamphlets were published 
ilmi tiled to address these sejinng questions. Bui Follcrwing the. KnoJution of 
lfl.Xi, eKpenenpe and need counted almost as much os iheoiy in persuading 
mililanL French workers to join to^elhei in organizations of assodaled or 
Cooperative pnoductiocv that were known as ■'iisciXlatloris." Tiie popuLaelty oF 
ihe word diwciLirMwu instead of ihe more archaic, prerevolutionary word 
corporation, was due in no small part to the writings oF Fouriedsts, and 
fspcdnJIy liuchez, in hiS very popular public locCurcs irt the autumn oF l&3fl. 

PreaseJy when French workers began to form associations differs from one 
hisLorian Lo another. According to Bernard Moss, “Associationism was bom 
dunng rhe wave of smk£-s and organized protests provoked by ihe RevoLuiton 
oF IE3TI'"—spcciFically, with the Large wave oF stdkes that swept over French 
ciUcs. particuia.Tly Pans, in 1S33.^ William -Sewdl, on the other hJinl. thn» 
associeilons bach lo workers' pFnlanthropio societies of die previous century, 
which were then revived after 1831 ’ili'hat is dear is that in 1833 in ^oonomie 
upswing, ind an iccnmpLinymg stiike wave, began to generate a strong 
associatiorust movement among French workers, idled by work slOppigvi. ihft 
slrtkers Formed tooperaiiwe jssotianoni sirnply in order to earn an income. 

It was worker-militants who forauiLalcd the org;pn National armours of these 
new enuues. In iai33 a mihcani shoemaker known to us cmly as FTiihr m cslkd 
upon The "workers eif an itat [lo] form a corps among iheitiselvcs; they mUsI 
chouse, from the midst ol ihat society, a commission charged with ■repiesenting 
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il m ctEbsus nidi (be nusurs, lo Gx nign wcoT'ding. K> lofmCiixb 
sprctijing r?ws}, diScuMid iiK( deicrted hy ixi niembers.'^ Ttie wonts eim 

jnd ijrrjn aroeiudcncc of the orebaisTns that persisted in su'liiNins' bcigwige 
Lhmkng. bul ihr inttntiiPFV of jh jswctflion teke Efiahera's is pcendy clear: 
essenuatly (t was lo be i bbor union. Althou^ such ussoeuUons uert often 
marked b>'inibiJlKjn ccremOnieii dWs, sccrcl sig^.pls^ ind shared Eesiiviots, diey 
wyre hardly siKiahsiie enudes. 

Indeed, assocLitions seem to have emerged oul of die simple trade unions 
lhat TMorken formed 10 advance iherr imetests dunn.;g (he coiiisc srf the strittes. 
To ci?ndLici a strike, wtirkejs had to eat and provide thdr familKS with [he 
means of Lift Associations that ForKtioned as labor unions or mminaJ aid 
societies could make Some SUCb provisioTis tor thar survivaJ. But as strikes 
inietuifled, striking workers took the [unction of them associations further. 
Striking shoemakers, lailoi's. arvd catanetmaker-S m uanous French dues 
xruafly hirmcd producfts' associations or cooperauve wor^s^ops, by which 
they could gam employment to support diemwlvcS during smktrSi unuJ rhcLf 
oiiisleTS or ihc merdiarits to whom they sold iheir goods agreed to an 
Jciypwble inn}. Most of these producers' cooperatives were not long-lived; as 
SewdJ tells uss they 

were noi eninsaged as oonlinuing hcj'ond the end ol the strike. Even t^i# 
most andjiUouB—such as the "national workshop" that WM formed hy the 
Parisian laGors during their long Strike ol Oaober and November 11633], 
whidl (hey saw as l>eeoming a permonent part of the tailors' corporation— 
were conceived of as sirictly a subordinate arm of I he ov^rill workers' 
corporation |i.e., trwde union r>i ^ single trade].* 

iiigniricanlily, a limiled form of aSsodallon, diat had licen iurb more than a 
pTOtOtypii'ai trade union, had muta.ied under suike conditions into j collEclivuLic 
pioduccrs' asscHuaiUm. In response to the deconlrnt of workefi ^stpressed ip 
such strikes and assodadoJiS, the g(we.mmen[ passed a Law of Assodation in 
1B.34 iliai pruJiihKcd assocaaaons. of all but the most innocuous sort. For the TeSI 
nf the IflMs and ihc ISIOs, producers.' cooperativei and oolleamst assctoaiionv 
which li^l been foimed only dunng striites in actual praobet, were elevated to a 
major component of the ideology of artisanal socialism. This ideoltrgy tnvishined 
a si;>aai]isi socsety ba^d on ctupeianve producoon and distribution, whose 
ctsshcjiny would be structured around produerrs' associarioni 

MoreovTr^ ihes^ asuscia.non£ wouM be confederalfy interlinked into a 
'fracemiTy'' bf dfJ ti-ades Ina panjpfilel lillrd On ^1Vorke/s ufAU 

Tmdev. thr shoenuker Eirabcm cast has sights beyond one paiticvlar dUtT to a 
UMibalemity of the working class as a whotc. Without bomder association, he 
Warned, indrridual 'corporanons'* would "dissipare and dissolve annihilate 
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thetmcLves in the kndLvidiJiilism and e^isim i:if IsoJalion." Aa^ciaUnna. iJils 
nemarkabljc ■worker went on. to write. stiou]d initcad clea delfiptes m repics^tiT 
aJL rradei m a cftordlnaon^ “cennat DommiLi^e" When strikes look place, the 
ctnUa] ccmimLllce would coliK t and disburse funds amon^ surlbet's.'* 

That praoH’al icrueiui^ seems m have twcri about as Ear as Efrahem was 
prepared to take his proposed GDrdrBieinLty. Bnt it was drte that the mCiSI 
rcvDluUonary Parisian ■'^'orkcr* came to regard as ihe aJremadve strucnirc to- 
indusmal capirafism: a central comminee of vror^ers' cl^kgales from all trades 
that t^'ould coordinate the Funding of collttcdvisl producers" assocmnotis and 
ike diMribunon of dieir eammjs in as egaliiarlan ? manner as possible. In the 
yeiars ro come, they would debate further aspecs-s of this aitlsanal SoCiakstn. 
Would the earnings in such ctdLeclivist cooperatives be shared among the 
workers in an mdividud assoolailon, or among [ho rriembeits of a trade, or 
among the working dass as a who3c? Would they be shared according to work 
perfonried fsouailsmj or aocofdlilg to the needs of the worker and his or her 
family (communism)? Would producers' coopefapt^es depend Upon the sta.le 
for siart-up erediu or on contributions from the pockets of its members? Would 
the confraternity of ihe .assortatlons be suprryiscd—temporarily or perma¬ 
nently—by the state (m 'whai later scicialtst moveriwuits might call a ’'woritjerra' 
State") or by conTedera] councils of delq^tcs from the workshops themselves? 

In The IfHOfi, in addition to [hfM expressly jssociJtioniSt forms of socialism, 
Parisian workers also encountered the higfify indtviduahitLc, sO'Calletl 
"anatchislk" scheme proposed by Proudhon, which, as we have seen, was 
based on the pesrscmal ownttshlp of ptoperl.)' and ihc use of contracts to knii 
producers and consumers together. .A. hiner Foe of oollepnvism of any kind, 
Proudhon wa.S nO’ilclhdcss obliged in J0-5L in the wake of the assodaiionisi 
ferment of ]S4a and after, to sicksaciwIledeE that association of some sort was 
unavoidable for iaige^scaile enterprises: 

AssoctaUon has indeed ir* use in the economy of nabons The workmen's 
assodAdons arc indrted called upon to play an important pan m rhe neat 
fuiuhe; and art full of hope both stt a protest agamsl the wage system, and as 
an affirmation of reriprocliy. Thki pan will consist chiefly In the mWfig/emenl 
of iRTge Insirumcnts of labor, and in (he carrying out of certain large 
undertakings, which require as. once minute divLsLon of funedrms, tog;eiheT 
with grcAi Uriittd efficiency, and which would be so many schools lor the 
labonng class tf assoeianon, or heuer, parncapatlon, were tnuoduced. .Such 
undertaldngs, among others^ arc lailroads.’^ 

Proudhon's large-scale associations were (o be owned by the men t^'ho worked 
in them, and thetr components were to be bound together by conoiacts rarhrr 
than by ethtcal or Eratemal sennments. 
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By 11H6, nil c<( thef be unh^tris m 

pfo^lluccrf' uiqcruuon^ oE i HoaJisoc or ccimnuiusU? type, and (heir 
LonEraccmLLin cr eonfodrrBLioni^-^cic port of Lhe Viinegjkied buL |na4ii4TiAuly 
hrid tdcolujgy of artuonol wiaJism: ihty wnr to DonjutuU: the rcanamic. 
inErutnicluiic ot the '"dcnucnac and sodal repdbiK " the itwU tr«otilUonary 
mihunu m Pwu adopud » mww i ItpoUiC bwd on Iht "oricmujuan o( 
war^~ of producers, jssociuiont Uvi wac stmllalic or cotninu- 

rusOC A nature Hut ttu »caUy SO^istacalcidi workers adopud 4 vumt o( A 
■tpMbhc llw wwtd be RLUu^d ^ kMOnAMd# faring imitkul ud 
ODOrtlcs uid umpir ptcduccn' Jissociatwns I 0 conE'nknrunA of tfldti 
»4Oai00M 

In ffcncnl. in l>ic IS^ und IfWs. k was die scpfusDcaiitd miilitints who set 
the tone Idt denundA. Mid it wti Loub Btuc'S 

due lynihwwfd many of ihcsc icLfcks. idtith Wmir C D H Colf 
cillt "the laHjiinfi fry for Lhe itukTl boc^ of ihc ?aTli wtxrkers So nearly did 
the "DfgjnixiLtipn pf bhor" Lnio uMidMions Kt^utre tfuasj'Aysiual proportioru 
that even rrptibheon sooepn such ihe E>Dib de I'Hominr called for 1 
[cpubbc whose pnnuiy task wcHifd be ui hand over lo workers the mcam by 
which ihey could refaihion ihciT mdiu tnio coopcnuive jnwcuwmt ilui ihty 
[iKtnstlves controlled. 

By the winter of 18^8. the social Ca'uldion ol Fnihce wasaLteady Ixrlling over 
with the menace o£ levoluLlon. In January crl that year, Al.exlt Jr TocqucdlLfl 
wjfiiecl hio cpllraftiei m lhe Clumber oE Deputies that ihc Tevolubon (hey 
tewed wu already loommg lhe honzon: 

See what 1 a passing m the breast; of the workinjt classes, whg, I itranl, art at 
present quiet Do you not See that (here are gradually formiing tn thtu 
btuius optniom and ideas which are destined not cidy to upset ihts or ilut 
Law^ Atiusoy, or even faem of gowmiinml,. but uotiy ksdl, imul H LOUera 
upon (he EoundaUons cm which U reals Eodi)'? Do ytti thC htUfilO whM they 
My (o (hCflUelves each 4ty^ Po you noi htM ihcm repeaunjt unceasingly 
ihai all Thai la above thero IS iiuapibte arid (lAutrrthy of ^ourrtting (hem ihM 
the presme dtunbuucin of (hnwgjhow ihe (t uiqusc ihat 

prope r t y rests on j foundaboci which is not an eqtuLable krundalurh^ And do 
you not realize (hai odicn su^ Opwwiis (akz root, when (hey Spread tn an 
ahnofl tuuitnal tninnci, wtwfl ihcy sank deeply mui ihe mnsev they are 
bound (0 bnng such ihcm so(ine.r or litter, \ know not when noi how, a moti 
(ormidabJe revolution?® 

WM Tocquevllk wwng in this warrufi^ diM France was faced with a sOCGll U 
wri u a pohmal mvhiiWxi Knw^ been robbed of char vieUiry m the 18J0 
upnMngby 1 clique of constmjdonjLl tcryahsis and libeiais, Prench workers were 
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tKA Icr mount lHmcHi» tptU Uood OtKv a^on lot imrr i:laA^ m 
gnvtmnvTU. Thtf nufony ot veursns of 1830 tpoe dtuTHUfud. di a Dammuniv 
to the freedotii to ^raoctrnovtA, whkh hid bem ptohibiecdi hy llw Lt 
CKjixba- linr erf 179'1, by the 1834 Law of Tluir denuiui 

seetned te chrexicn in ihe minds of the bc^c^nnsic i sweeping social levotutcn 
jgiiins!. pnTpcity and wealth as such Moreovef. wwleex? were lijuning mof* 
irucntly vi the idtn that the militants pnrffoed in wiockm^ass cals and sifted 
them ihrough wiOi ^eater care, while reading and discussing wortH hy Bbiu:, 
Cabel, ^nd Priaudhon, as wdt as lesser-known socialists ll was thekr debates chit 
Toequeville urged the Chimber W heed whetl he TCWe W address It. biirdv a 
tnonlh before Paris eifploded m ihe February Res-oLutisn of 1848 


PRELUDE TO REVOLUTION 

NeveTtheless, despite the debates amcing Parisian workers abcaic social change. 
It IS doubtful (hsl socialistic ideas abtie wostld hav« suIfKtd tii plunge Pans 
Into insurreetLon. Tn February 18+S what certamly primed the people of the 
capntal for a new Tevolutioaary upheaval was theprDbpged economic cnsls that 
had begun two yicari before Reaching senous proporpCHns tverween lS4fi and 
1848, d sl^ntficantly threaiened [he well-being not only of rhe working classes 
but ol the middle classes, cspedally the muldiude of smal] shopkeepers who 
funned an rntcgral part of the mass movemrcnts in the Cities. The deptessioti 
begin with agriCUllMtal shotiages-, such as had been so common dunng the 
anden regime—namely a periato blight in 1845. followed by a bad wheal 
harvest m 1S46—inciting food and tax riots It soon extended 10 comuwifte. 
(Inance. and Sndusityi prc>ductng ma^r social instabiliiy among ordinarily 
moderate sectors of French sodety. Unemployment soared among ihe working 
class, seriously aEccling the well-beljig of the peiiy houjgeflf^ well. As Mark 
Traugott notes; 

(hr crisis W»$ more sentft m I^ns than in Franca as a whole. The annual 
total of bankrupides m the capdtal rose foxm b? I in 1845 to 93 Hn 3 846 and 
].I3^ in 1847. A dispiTJtwtCionne share of these faJurcs occurred m small 
busmesses.’^^ 

In ihe absence of work, ihe amsans and ihc poor sadfewl enormously, as 
cat? 'be jud^rd by the fact ilui perry thefis in Paris lose "fay ruoK than 60 
prtcmiaud lor neaaly ueblcd.''" Htunngthc winterof 1846-47 

about a (hird of the iftilUon rcsiukncs were obliged to rely on scene 

form of charicy |o matBialn iheraseis'es, while the number of duldicn 
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abaTidan»;l hf tiirir piiTtnts soared. By far ^e- ^uler number pf conscnpls for 
the aimy had IP because they were loo kindeni>PLin$.hed f.rli 

physKilly unjit Ip be suitable as soldiers. Asrpnislung^, the Rimistry did Litde to 
aUcitatc: the human jiUfftrmg; as a icsuLt, when the crisis ibaced IL «nd nF 
11^47, U| ntH i^nly Icfl thousands pf pavperf 1n Ki water but. Dinoni; ordinary 
Parisians, an OTnlnEiU^ mislruSl oF (he refine. 

Addicij; to iheM duiausfaooofts were the restricldve policies of the July 
M.onarchy ItselF. Endced. the most pressbiig issue that the government litceJ in 
the Chamber Wai iho diimahd for extending the suffrage. The Ue^ctmists 
depajiies^ who considered Louis-Philippe ^ usurper, tiled tp embarrass his 
rcgiine and Jllrmptcd to curry pul£c liver by caltirtg Cor nothing IrM than 
universal luAtigr No OK m the Chamber look ihts spiieful demand senotuly 
encept Cor ihc n>OM radical repubiicain defiunes. whose number, because of the 
suSrage restrictions, was mstgnthcariL But the nurnmcally milch larger 
Orieinijt Ormcf—the socalled "dynasne opposibon ~ thotc who, bhe Odilon 
Samot, were Iciyal lo LouLs-FlidLppe althcnig^ not lo hts mLniitrr. Gutiol— 
advocated broMlening the ckciorate to mditde lalcniedMid eduoaiod a^wdi 
wealthy tncti. in the hope of WTdenmg ihc deccoril bw Cor ibe monarchy 
among a poLltirally Tellable sector of the population. Finally, in Cdarch I&47. 
frosper Du-VerglCT de Hauranne, a pTO|^g^ of Thiers and » consdiudonal 
monarchist, presented a reform proposal that would have added 200.d00 ‘'men 
of talent" to ihe cLecloral rolls. ^ victl received was this proposal that It even 
gained the mthusiMUC support ofbiiTrot. the leader of the dyna.ntlc oppostdon, 
as tvell as Other depudes. 

Increasing the urgrnt.'y of these demands^ Francois GuiSOt, a COCUetvapve 
Olvtnlsti. had \m some eight y«ais been ptejldlng <iver the government of 
LouiS'Phlllppe. peapng an impressive teconl o4 ructionjry obdtlnKy and 
pubbe dtsinul ^Ih mnidless provucatiem, the maiistcr ciMtsUUntly oppOHd 
an the sulirsgc propoals, wnh Ihe rtaaali nh« Vliruafly the entire C^auibcr 
gafvtnued against him CoUectwdy, the oppoiiUoai depulics and their 
extraparllainentiiy stJppoTlert resolved lo remove him FrOtn hts posnitMi and 
demand a brosdentd franchise 

The proponents ol elertotal nelorm resolved to take their Concems 10 ihe 
people of France, to gam a base of popular juppon lor ihtir goak But 
inasmuch a.t M wa; JLega] to hold large-scale political assemblies without the 
permission of the awthoesdes, they devised a scnnagem to siilrt the taw Starting 
In June IS'lT. they organized and conducted a scries of public batvqueUK who^ 
purpiKe was cuwnsihly apoliutal, to promote clvH Ftaiemuy, but dunng ihc 
Icn^y "toasts" particlpanu in the banquets freely used the occasion lO ur 
their gncvatlcts and even excoriate ihe govEmntent polKtes on suffrage and 
other qfucatlorLS Al least fif^ such banquets were held thToughoui France in (he 
second hall of 1647, lUmng up pubbe semnnenr in Ixvof of famited clectoeiJ 
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retofm Allbou^ attended by iht mtddletUw—iKtf [KfKtf at admufutn. 

sM iTTnc!^. rtuzivdcd tlx poor—die suUcn xnd dcspuice workers, suErenng 
biEtnty from the etonooik trisis, foUwwted jrpwl^ ^ ^be ^pcechea ui 

[heir ufa and in (he 

N(j(wnhstjnding ihe populs-iily of the rampaign, the 

adarwidy resisted djcm^itd^ roc reEorm. As il cei bci ihe sorred. up by the 
banquet nwremcm. Guizot, who composed the king’s custonsaiy acldresscs (0 
the legislature, ssdded an ilirtfidUty passage la Lcuu&fhkJippes otherwise 
innocuous speech t4j the Ountber of December 38, 18+7: 

In the midst of the f<^emented by blind or hostde passiotis one 

conviction antmaT£s and sustains me, that we possess in the cohSLililtiOnal 
monarchy, in the union of the great powers of rhe SLaje, die sure means o( 
surmounting these obstacles and of satisfying all the moral and material 
Interests of our dear oounuy.^^ 

Guizot could have conveyed the same message—noiabLy, ihai the govemmenl 
wt>tj|d wunrenancie no reforms—without openly insulting the Upposmon 
deputies. But his reference to "blind Or hostile jpigtfKms" Induced by "aguatiOin" 
twit only HnETronied ihe opposmon depuucs bui was entirely graiuilons. h’cither 
tftc l.egittmiaii, nor the libcraJs, noi the dynastic opposilhiP—sH the alleged 
bearers of these ‘"passLons'—had ibf lca.si mienuon of diaJLenging the 
ccmstitUtlCinal truorLjPChy. nor, tor that maUjcr, were most of ihcm Uying to 
uiisfal Ijoui.'id^hLhppc as king However much they wanted the franchise 
extended, dcpulire such asThicis and 5irro[ wcMi equally fearful of instability, 
whkh tftight wtH have given the suiiy working classes the □ppoTiunity 10 
impose rhemsehres on the political scene. In ficL the gcfilCI:' pan of ihc 
Chamber's hostility was directjcd Bg^inSL GuiaWj tiot agains! Louis-Philippc, 
who remained in thttr eyf^ a lolctahle monaich. 

Ironically, It was preasdy in the month ihsl the speech was made — 
LTecembei IS+T - that a baPCfUei. was planned for Pans for Pebruaiy 20 of the 
Joltnuring year Tbs banquet was mtended to he scnnewhiC difftitni from the 
others: in the first place, it was organilod nor Ijy the oppusiiion deputies hut by 
olTiftnii Fmm the iwelEih legion of ihc National Guard, the legion recruited from 
the twelfth Parisian arTrurdisEewienT, which lueluded the working-class 
ncigbbortKMSd^ ol Saim-Victoi and Sadnc-Mancel. And iwt only was the planned 
banquet lo be hdd in tbs volatile neighboihtwsd, but n was to oocw on a 
^ndzy. a (tyofieSL pretasriy tn enabie WDtlnng proplc to^tWMd- "Hie price of 
admission, murcerveT. was set at a mere three Irancs. a sum that wa^ wuhm the 
means of many oaftsmen the banquet was u> be preceded by a 

IhopeJuIlY) dt^nfied demonstratjcm wtnduig throttgh the streets of Para 
Almost prenwanve^, the ocg^nizcT^ planned lor ururnud. bui hilty unitofined 
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NaUcina] Guards—cnosL of whom, Lo be SLue-^ weia ahcipkaepEn and rntiri^vs 
of ihe bw-ir mid-dJe dasscs'—lo mainLam ondci duimE i3jc onrasioTi. 

Kesdlass 10 say^wtten permki£u?ii lor Lhts dan^erou^ banquet was tf^qum^d. 
Lhc- auth-DriUEi Elady refuicd tu ^ram Li. Tht diy Sad abieady siren ''hunger 
deiflOnilraHotls" by (ht; poor, pdrlcnding. trouble and pdsabty ypniitc^S. 
I>cspue dus rc^dan, iSe QT]^i:uze:Ta piroefeded wiih ihcLr plana 10 ho-ld the 
banquet, even Lf Ll was to be done illcgdly. The royal adminiitraUDn was bj' no 
means aJone in its luiease about hatnit^ a banquet in a tvorking-dass 
neighburhond: (he opposition depudes, (eaifuL that the banquet would air 
raduraJ (hamAdtr'es nuervened (O ^idetiradc the plan by persuading thA 

wclfth-arrondiisentem organizers to allcm' a new origanizmg, committee to be 
formed 

Gonvemenijy for the deputies and Ihe rtryal admmistrancrtv the new 
coramiUee conLained a majority ol more respeclabk members, who succeeded 
tn shifting (he 'iKfttue of (he d^monsu-amin and banquei to ihe niitSdle-diis 
Champs-Elysces district. Moreover, tbe price of admission was raised from 
three to sbt (rancs, and the dale of the aJfEur was rescheduled for Tuesday, 
FvbnLpry 22 , n work day, wbn;b—lO^atver witfi ch« hij^hw admlsswtt pncc— 
woiJd hopefully keep working people from attending. A govemmcnl olftcLal 
■^s to be slationed at the opening, of [he banquei tent ip ad'viM ihc banquel^es 
that they were engaging m an illegal action- Despite these si^ificant chamges in 
'.he- plan, however, the gpvEmmcnl, tearing that danger sdlL lurked, proceeded 
to sUengthen the Paris gamson by ^O'.OOC' trOops 

Had lire demonstraiion and banquet been publicized merely as the tepid, 
inJormal protest that the opposition inlciidcd. the entire charade might have 
siUtteeded but Armand Marrail, n mCHlecjle but erMttc t^pvblicin who edited 
the widely read oppo^ttion newspper Le NdUottuI, decided to publish the 
details of the ncKi day's dcmonstraiion in his February 21 issue, and in a way 
thai made it seem like a vcrlubli bittk piiin. [fideed, to the readers of Le 
N'otiottul. ihe plan musi have seemed more like orders for a ioumn (han a call 
■fur a mild protest l^remptofily, MnrraSt Spelled out evi$ty feature ol ihe 
demonstration in detail: ns assembly potni (the Place de la Madeleiuc), Its line 
of march to the Ghamps-Elysccs, ihc order of (he procession, and even the esact 
posirlons to be taken by units fd (he Naiiona] Guard. The plan was published 
not only in Mamst's own paper hut in La Rifomt, the most radical of the 
rcpulillnsn periotliiifs, and even In ihe Ftspnensi LtfmiKTjitJe jpucj^ique. 

Mnrrast aimost certainly acted on his own iniuative. apparently with the 
support of bis fellow republLcaj) ^unuliAi^ but without ci>nsultation with the 
opposition depulica The banquet, program, according to dc Tocquevllk. 

was-TIC solved upon, drawn up and published without ihc parUcipation or the 

knowledge of the members of ParlLamcm who considered themselves to be 
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&ul1 leading The movemenc wtiidi diey hed culled in[A eicisfence. The 
programme was die humed work oi s noctuTTul jiatherinj^ cf {caniaJLils and 
^^idlt^ts, and ih? ihe Dynasde Op(pftSiCl(>n btaid flf ll ir [ht same 

cime as die public, by rcadinj; it Ln the papers m die mdmini;... M. Odildn 
fSalTtit, who dtsspprftved of ihe piogranniK aj mtich as Jtiyonc, dared not 
dtscbini u for fear of ofFcndini; the men, ^ho, lil! then, had seemed to be 
moviriRwiLh him 

The fai wias now in the ■fme. Mairast's battle plan, wiLlinE]).' or not, had 
provocatively i d [h<; aiJair from a dcsmesiinaced difmo-nsiranotv into a 

conlrnniarinn waih die re^ne. indeed a direct chaJlcnge to the legiumacy of die 
government To the rrumstry. it must have souindcd lilrc an ULllimatum. 
Moreover, hj suinmonln;^ ihc Nancipal CrLiard, an authoriry rhat chp 
govcmmeni regarded, as its own exeSusive prerogadve, the banquet commLltee 
had osLcntalKnisly preempted the slate's own police powers 

The goverameni reacied accordingly—and 'W'iih diaiactcristK siufadiry. Cfn 
die aFlemoon of Monday, February 21, the ministry forbade ihc banquet by 
suspending all publU.- meetings In Parts The pnilice chief of ibe capita] dedared 
that if a demonstration looLc place die next day as planned,, it ivotdd be viewed 
as an eETort to create an illegal govemmcnlat power, whreh amounted to 
dedaiing a St^tC of sie&e- That evening, ibe unnerved o|;ip(i?itiJciii depniifs wise 
fearfully in Barrot's home and voted unaniitiously to submit to the bon by' 
calling oH the entire aflair. 

fipl by now ihe plans for the nest day were no longer iti their tiatids their 
immediate and abject suirender uperly dlsappomted, among others, the many 
students who hstd their hearts set on the banquet and were resolved to hold X 
demonsflraijciit the nckt day regardlws of the oon 3 *qurenrt-.s. The many 
republican and sonaltsiie groups that were Intent nor oidy an dislodging 
Ouiaot but on toppling the monarchy were no less dlsgusLcd; indeed, that 
evening, is ihc socialist Wniifi: CffUSSuditte twAlls, 

Committees of irtsurrecliijn sal constantly in the setreL sOnclieSv Slid In the 
ofTicss of (he Republican jounials- Wf are ignorant ol wtiai passed there. 
They' were probably' radici engaged In observation than in action The 
limited power of the ccmsplraiot, wlm bis but scanty numbers at tus 
disposal, only possesses Influence as it ministers to a se'rtUmetii genet-ally 
enrertilned, a pt^-exlsrlng passion. 

In realisy, the aggrieved senument upon w-hlch activists depended waa preKci,i 
among ardmary people as well. In the ediioriaL offices of La Rr/orTnc a hundred 
people anKlausly gathered lo dlsouss what was in the offing when dayfighi 
htobe. and a.s Cliussidi^e puts iq each man resolved to 
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tKu]{f KiitikK M'pprpiclyk P,Tid wiiJi tils hjiinds m his p>«;keiA. dc 

Lp Sl^dcldnc. 10 iit'Aich [he caursc oJ fv^[s, 14 ;^ln over puhbc opinion 
aj^ainsi royjUy ]n iXit of an nuLLbreah, each member m srepaii- 
immcdmcly to the cEhet of Rtjomi^. lo or^nue tht movemenL with 
vigour, iiiid 10 i^Lve il a Republican ch;aracier.^* 

l^ifjipH '4 US mpLLary pifcautioni, the gfiveynmcUl raJlcaSly v nd ere s tuna ted 
the cunsequerLceS ol the ban In an eerie reprise d Diailes's non^h^UFKe 94iin4 
eighteen year* «rhfr. LouLtPhiJippe, peering mil the windowi cE ihe Tuitmes 
on the cold. rainiwtpE streets of the capiud, cionehjijntly rerturked that 
Paiisans nem RMtit revwfuneinLt in the wnnteFtime, taJong icmfon tn ihe hope 
that ihe calttidv would assure tus sateiy. 

Chi FcfaruuV tum|uet djid TWt, in fact, take pbee Most -loofkfrs nwik 
the day off to walk ihiougli die streets, sumeurrte?. ^ihermi;, ID smah crowds to 
discuss Ihe events oE the previous week In some areas, bimeades were actuatly 
budt, but fio trpuhlion l«d ihcse cElorls. tndrtd, (Hit ai the mosi 

SLuklnEly tonsUHtni feanuci amon^ the eyewnnew ajctounts was the absence 
oE any pronniient leader amon^ the radicals. Blanqut, most notably, was still in 
scinibarushmeni 111 Klols, some distance froni the main ihtattT oE c«ni 5 . Odier 
.stocKs have it that, during the ni^t, scCTSt socteeies ^thered lo plot 
insuiredionury jcis. but there is no substanlial evntlence that lllty were quttt 
as active as police SJJtnw claim or ihul dtey played a leadilijH rolc in the events. 

Actually, during die morning, a large crowd of studenls asuembled in protest 
at the Place dii J^nthAnn, on the Left Bank, Lnfuiiated itiainLy because three 
popular wachen.—the htsEormns JuLe? Michdti and l:4jar Quinet and the 
Fobsh poet Adam Sflcktewicz'-hAd been bajined from tcclUnng After 4 while 
the sludcnlS set OUl lor the Mats Bovrbon. where the Choral oi Deputies 
ucimuilly convenod on a tnuie ilui pissed |liipu£h dw workiniKljuss dtstrtcts 
across the Seme Suigiitg. the "MarseilLusc" and 'MotmT de ll hune" (a 
Girondin ebDrU:! fr«n 1 popular play by Dumas^ and shoytinft "Down wnh 
Guunir and. "Locvn live reEbnn!” they were )oined hy workers, lormuifta huge 
rrowd lhal made lEs way ihrough the streets tu the Chamber oE Dep^itiii. ’A'h<rt 
ihey arrived at tKc Palais Bourbon. a small gtvUp tncd, unsuccessfully, to 
invade the building, but that mumicig ll was empty. A serroliS twault was tnade 
on the Ministry for Foreign Afiait-j, but also without surt^sa, 

Thai aflenloim, ilmusi Inexplicably, a frenzy of sponianeiia> bamtiide 
building swept over the dry, itiduong the govemmem 10 semi troops out to 
csjcupy key pOsItLon-v and buildings to abort any incipient upnsing. Al the Palais 
Bourbon a unit uf dTagootts advanced with drawn swords against a crowd but 
before they reached the people, th^ ahrupGy hailed, and, probably on the 
orders of their oflieen. shcuheil ihnr wrapoos. to the KtUiK chtets oE the 
people: ll would noi hive ret^Liued a. tcry prrceptivr obiervtt 14 See in ihts 
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bctuMor by the ktng.'j mou reliable Ebroca a poneni at hiA dlpiVTirali Although 
ilw troops did capEiuc one banit^Klc. at dusk the fighun^ such as it was. 
seemed ta SMblKk, Shd [he ggvenmicnt, confident that u. wai 1n Control oF the 
city. Ordered the soldiers to return Ln ihnr barracks. Ye! whatever Louis- 
Phdippe nugh.1 suppose Plfln.?ian:S ddd during live winier, hb regime, so 
thoroughly dcspned after nearly two decades ol misrule uid demagog, was 
now on ihe verge of an msurmtion that would shake the foundjuons of the 
established Otder tn all of Europe. 


THE BARRICADES OF FEBRUARY 

Tbe nevt dbty, Wednesday,. February 23, a deep settse 4f eiepccUbon still 
pervaded Parrj, fJn« th* pttvKKEf day had seen ncicher dw tMAquet ewf a 
rua^or proUSE. Shops renuLned dosed and shuttered, the streets were cmpiy; 
and ihc Comidk-ErantHs bolted lu doots^ iurt sign that trciublc wis afooL 
The journalists of i g Stjtprmt kept theij "hatHls in iheir pockets." nwnLng [har 
They were SCHlurEd through the city, more ?£ observers ihali partidpants. Ibe 
dubs of the Right were rife with omirKius Jears of Lmpendmg massacres and 
"'communist'" eotupirjdes—a "ted specter" that was becoming a highly 
fastiionahie object of Icbj amonj’ the upper dasscs. Gthemlly^ deputies of all 
(acQons sought thf safety of Lhelr home* <vt the Palais Boorhem, which w^i well 
guarded by troops and ardiLccy. 

&Ut event more barricades now beg^n to appear—Ln ill, more lhan 1500 
were erected IhroikgbCMJt Paris, wme tsf which reached siupendmis heights irt 
the Tiuin boulcvittk and sqkmcs, FrisoUa Robeftson's account of dte$e 
tradmoiuJ bamen is too colorful not to quote at lei^gth 

Enthusiastic Parts ctnuns had used barricades ever smee [againu the 
Duke of CU4Sf> and now they w'cm methodlCsLly tn wotk udih crowbars to 
dig up the root-square paving .stones. They pntiiely stopped orncubmes^ 
untied the horses, assisted the passengers to alight, and turtud the vehicles 
over H) be weighted down with sttmes They larc iron TMlIng* fnjtn houses, 
cut dnwn fniir thnusaud trees along the boulevards iind drilTOycd nearty' as 
many lampposts, so that .afterward the gtreeu looked at if ihey had been 
swept by a lomado. Between the barrirades men crotUihed arourbd bilge fires 
casung kKj balls Jfor mUskcl^l. All twer town, houses had been ransacked 
for arms, and chilked on doors one could te*d. "Arm* Olvm Up"— Some 
added, '"With PleisiEre."' Through the drtitjsaiu lOCUll, the Maneiriflrir 
sounded everywhere, or Mounrywirr lu PuUnr.l* 
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Ttic v^t hnps af ptEUfj, vctudi^E, fuminirc, Uais. and Lamppoiis with tvtuch the 
insHtg^StiiS hliOelfed boulevattdi [jr ^UrJjaSMd iYi SL£e sJE previcms 

barricades. Liihograptis. ol (hr (ime show barricades as bail as muJeisToned 
l?uG(diTig.s, grncrailly sunnounLcd by a tiioDlor and armed citizens cLirtchixig 
muskets over their head^ 

During (he mtmtitij; the j;rivrniiiient, mindful that there might be 
disltirbancts Ln ihc capital, calkd flUE 1tS forces lo ocnip^ SEWtegK places sudi 
li the Flare dc la Concorde, the M6(cl de ViUe. the Porte dc Sainl-Denis, and the 
Porte .Ssiril-MarCn—tradJdoruil liouhle spots in tiines of unrest. Druiruncrs 
were ordered to different pans of (he city lo btat OLK (he rtkffil, to summon to 
arms the Nadonal Guard from the variDus UFTondosemenU. The NationaL Guard 
was a Eorce In which ilw itwerntneru fdi h could hjive conEidernm; It Eud been 
revived fo-r the eepress purpose of protecting and defending die July Monarchy. 
The Guards had been "the chosen, especially created instrumenl of bourgeois 
a^v^-endancy and ddenoe " as John Plamenaiiz puts it-l^ Every aueen between 
the ages of twenty and sixty who paid a property tare, however modest, was 
repuLtcd Id enroll in this legendji.ey cUiSEens' militia liusitiudi as a Guard wus 
required to buy his own uniform and, if he wished lo be in the cavalry., supply 
his own horse, most Guards were necessarily of bourgeois ortgin, in order to be 
able to cover the$e expenses Notwithstanding the costs of belon^g lo the 
Guard, however, its members included a sizable number of shopkeepers, 
profcssiiunaJs^ and other members of the lower middle class. 

Ironically, however, for want of psyUig [he lOO-fcasnc many of the 
(juards were denied the franchise under the very monarchy they were 
cxpeeccd lo defend, and except for the elite units of well.iti-do mtuihets, they 
Would hava benefited from the electoral reform proposed by the: Chamber 
opposilion. Hence any plan to quell disturbances that reilicd on their support 
rested on very queiliOnablc roundationS. In Get, whtfi (he tUpprf iummoncd 
the Guards on the morning of February 23, only a few units responded. The 
Cavalry l.egicm, whose micmbcrs were relatively wealthy, answered the call, 
and so did a mere three oi xlic twelve infantry unii:s, but ihe remaining units 
lUustered on ihdi own, hostile to the purpose for which the govemraent now 
suughi to use them. 

In the Chamber, meanwhile, the dynastic oppoadon, to the catcadls of the 
conservaave majorny, was demanding the resignation of Guizot and the 
cnactmeui of moderate dectoral reform. Loms-Philippe now realized that he 
had to heed the cry of "Down with GuizOir if the dynasty was lo survive, Oh 
^tdiresdoy afttrttoon the sovereign, tears freely flowing down his cheeks, 
infcirmed a sullen Guizot char, he and his mlntscry iJi$mk$ji«d. Thi$ 

Htncesslon to popular pneseuTe appalltd—and ihotoughly alicTiaLed--the 
conservAirve depuues, who had wtc^ngly dt^ifUd that the uprising could easily 

put dovm by die mdELaty. 
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tlif ncwi CutED-i hffd t?etn forctid ii> Trtien, l'ifPU]ili( plaudiu 

Irfiri (li; hb^ral kad^i^ Tlic^' vfcrc qutC^: prep^cd in live ifrich (hf mmiirctiy. 
which, haittifi hilJillcd Lhc wishes i.if ihe inSiidtc classes, srmvfd dEsLaeVee 
ihcm Ivrihtr Jinm support to any upitEing. But the news was preaed 

wish hy ihcwcridnR classes. hr»tig,Lng trowdls inio ihc sueclSt ^ulmUlu at ihf 
denviH of ihe haled ntinisier. Tti fact, Faris was ennptuied hy a spmi of 
fiaiernif/, is peoptc of dilleTmE classes embraced eidi other ui die streels. while 
ihf SjlCMWial Guard feweruued WMh the popukoan. li ststned ih*i a new d*wn 
was breah.tn^ upon die counny, and many (ound reuon to hope tliV iihe 
EepuIlK for who^ ihe>' had loneed v-ts not far off. eom though the king Ulll 
occupied the ihiotw. tndttd. if Goum tfluld fall, then pedups the ~democniK: 
and social tepuhllc'' itself was on the hotizon. 

Put (tus festive atmosphere did not tssi long Around funfrthucy ttt the 
csiemnit. .locnrdlng to ihe Gsuntess d'Agotijt, an acuie eyewitness, a jcyous 
long Cdlumn. waving torches and a red flag, appeared on the helghu (if ihe rue 
Montmarife “I'' Almost cettainly a w(uktng-cl* 4 s oi.iLuran, jocompinted by 
erLthusbHtU; children, Lt had come horn the pJebetan Faubourg Suni'Anloinc 
Tbr column was soon joined by popular procesEions coming from other 
direttions The merged crowds stopped outside the oEliccs of ihc irpubhcan 
^'^Jllonuf, where they wenc greeted by Armand Marrast, the paper's editor, who 
"hy lUTtis delighted as a wit and hurled in thunder (he SyriismS find ihc 
indignation of the repuWkari oppo«triou'"^hiit also lauded the pwetfie nattirr 
of (he jounice Then they eondnued on their way, reinforced by suH tnoT( 
demonstrators, undl they arrived before the Minlslry of Foreign AifalrSi On the 
Qoulevattl des Captubins There ibey enfiountered a guard eonsisimg ol wme 
200 men nf the lourtccnth rcgiineiit of the line 

The tointnandei of the guard, one Lieutenant-Colonel Courirn, was 
*pp*Jenl]y paniclced by » larigc a flrnwd and ordered has iroops i(s form a 
firing iCfuare. which thoroug^y asaoinishcd the festive merrymiiliers Worw 
Hdl. ASthe restless peopte wiere pressed fonvAnJ ag^arwi the dWJii by lJutf owin 
numbers, an oidei was Eh'’en for (he soldiers lo tx bayonets Suddenly in 
tmfOffeiceaUe ei^eivt occurried that tmksfonned the demand, lot CtHSOI'S 
KHUivaJ mw a detn^nd ferr ifw iemovul of die mcntarchy The C«ume» 
d AgOuh Eclb us whal happened: 

Amidst the moveinents occasioned by the execution of thu ordet, a stm went 
off. d soldter vqis hit tnslanllyK without any prehmnwy summons, without 
any drum coll, wichoui anyone later being sble to r<LT»]| hjving; heard the 
etHnnund. a volley of muiderous firiitg hit the nuss of (he people. 

It wjtxinclcdr whether the first diut was an accideni ora deliberale provorunon 
hy one side or the other, most hhely it was an accident. But whatever dw caUMi, 
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it was enough to malcc (ht sotdiers fcfl cheimflvics luider anadc. No one had 
given order for thelt volley When the doud of smolw clcaicd, 

It TeveaJed a spertacLe whose homjr iKidung can convey. A hundred men 
were lymg on ihe pavemeni, softie were dead, others raortaily wounded; a 
great munber had been knocked over by [he wmmolwn, sevewl bid been 
thrust face-down in am instinctive flight foe safety. Bfood (lowed in torrents. 
The gloaming o( the wounded, tiK choked murmuiiups of those who were 
crying to move away from the mdee of the dead ind dying, tore ai the hejtt 
ci( the tidier who was the innocent author of this massacre, who watched it 
with eyes of dismay.'^ 

Fifty-two were tailed, and the wounded were hOt cv*n counted. News thal 
ihe soldiers had fimd on the peojilc spread like wildhre- Bl^rne vffi jnet^niiy 
placed on the minlsoy—and on ihe king himselt the very sovereign who had 
oooie la power as a restiJi of the people's upTWrig in 1&30. Numb wilh horror 
aud disbelief, working people collEcted the bodies of the dead, piled thent onio 
wagousv and pataded them througfi the streets of the capital, to display the 
results ol the govenmnent's hmcjlHy to ^vtryone. D'Agoull tdb us that "a 
workcT in bare arras"-‘jiijf bras nits—led a white horse by the bridle, puUmg a 
wagon, atop which 

live Corpses are arranged in a horrible syirunetiy. Standing on the shaft (of 
the wagon} a child of the pcopk—o( pflUtd. o^>nl^eJtltW1^ his tycs wdeiitacid 
staring fixedly, his aons extended, almost immobile, as one might poriray 
the sptnt or veugeanCr^ts GiumLnaling with the noddish glow of his tcjrdi. 
ibe body of a young woman whotfe ntdt and bruised chest have been 
stained by a long trail of blood. From time to pme anoihcir at the teat 

of the wagon, embdaccs the Lnanimale corpse with his muscular arms., lifting 
it. From hks shaking torch ««pe spatks. and he cXcLaims. aS they make their 
w*y thioMgh the auwd. 'Vcngcancjc! Vcngcanoc! They aire slaug^taing the 
people*" The crowd responds, “To armsl'’ and the corpse (stlls back to the 
bottom. oF the wagon, which continues on, foltowed by silence.^ 

Such scenes were probably repeated throughout the dry as wagons paMed 
ham naghborhood to neaghboebood- In the working-class nei^hoitioods. 
*n»ied men appeared at the doors of homes, summoning the resadents to 
ymigearioc, arid joined by mcmbeis of the lower middle dasses, thereby 
‘hrmrng the key Alliance beiweeti the workers and the lower petty bourgemsie 
■hat turned iheuprlamg Irtto* popular movement. “Soon the dry notjfeioF pick 
*^s oould be tteiTdl on the pavements," d’Agoult tells us, "and the heavy Idling 
of ireess on the boukvard. The people were pullmg up jsvn^, ertctbig misre 
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bamcasdcs, and !uiunjding dnc uicsin. Ttie pcaoeful jeumiie of Feibruai}' 22 had 
btcomc the February Rcvolulion 


THE COLLAPSE OF THE MO^fARCHY 

tht massacre, on the Eonlevard des Capuchms, the very Jatc oF the 
monairdi}' hnnj; in ihe OW«n0ttS Ifl ihe wnflgsntM (?f (tK sMuanon, 

Wednesday Lduis-Philippe ms stitL making ministenaJ changes: 
having dtsmissed GuizcH he was searching For a minisltr [□ Tf fitace him. Hi$ 
Brst choice was h vac-Uou-S and rractldnary Fimpn-e oflwrrieT, Count who 
arnurLd mldnlghL Hhisfd the nFlei, mindfuL that no conseivative could handle 
the situation that was cxplDdini; in the slreets A few houri later, in de^Falion. 
LtJuisnPhGippe lismctl lo Thiers, the indutnwble leader of ihe dj,Tiastic 
oppofiibon, whose apperntment, the long hoped, would coridLiate the people. 
He seems not to have cunsldercd that Thiers himsell was despised by the 
masses For his willingness 10 suppress msuciecdons^ (Thiers, had been pnimriJj^ 
to blame for perpetrating an infamous cnassacre at ihe Rue TransiKinam ih 
l0ii+.) Eefonc he would agree to Form a mbUstTy lot LouiS’Phulippe, Thteri laid 
down a number of demands for refoTm^ among which was that his Fellow 
oppoflucin leader Odilon Barrot be brought into ihe government Despite bis 
distaste For BanoC Lhe king finally bad no allemative bui 10 y'leld, wbereupon 
Thiers became the last minister of the July Monarchy. 

Meanwhile, the troops of the Line as welt as the Natkmal Guards who were 
ordtred to occupy sirategic patis of the cuy were betomlng uneasyt they were 
not eager to crash a resolute and vociferous public insurgency. Although 
some accounts put their ntitnbcr at 50,0(50, Alphonse dc Lamartine, the pOcl 
who liuei betjme head of govemineiat, held that there were no more than 
35,[Ki[}. Whatever their number may have been, the troops oi Louis-Fhdllppc, 
like those that Charles X Fiad sent out to quell the July I&30 upitslng, were 
hungry, fattgued, and demoraitzed From having huddled in the Fehmary cold 
For fony-Eight hours—and they were deeply tom by doubts about iheir 
purpose. 

Late Wednesday evening the long was mfafmcd of the massajcre and the 
escalating insuTrectionaiiy situation in the slrccls, The rei|>orts coaning iiHo the 
Tuileries now seemed to justify decisive military achan by the monarchy against 
He citizens. Early on the morning of Feha-usry 14^ the long placed alt the dcy'S 
nulitary forces under the command of the luLhles* Hsishal Tliomas. Bugeaud, 
who was also loarhcd b 5 ,rthe people foi his leadh^g ^■clLe Sn suppTesadrvg the 1B34 
Parisian riois. Accordingly, m the early hours of ThuTSday mqmLug, at one- 
thirty a.ra. Marshal Bugeaud held a cwneil of war at die Tutleriei in which he 
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]ajd WC i CD lliD C^ItILpI clean cif all icisurgcRt^. Four columns of Litve 
ULiops, airtiLLcr>\ and Muciidpal Guards were oidarei^, wlctnci hf^ura. do leave 
iheir bartackj and cry Ld cuL (hnough the barricades^ Caldn^ die sleeptng 
iniWfScciE by surpnse. SccQng 013C SC five in ibe mcming, iJjc firsL ciolumn, 
‘andcr che coininajid nf General S^biisliani, was tc cnalce its way past the HiQte] 
de Vdle^ eltmmadng any -olwisdes Ln ibc in*ini screecs and ocrupyrne the area 
aiiautid (he Bank of Prance. At the same dme, a second coLumri^ led by Gtndrs! 
Ecdeaxi, was CO march ckrongh ihc Grands Ekiuleviirids and ihc Bcojrse to the 
bjiscLlle area. Both cohimns, in rum, were expected, to provide cover for a third 
column that was to dear away any bimcadcs that md^t be raised a^in in the 
aftcemath ai their passage, while s lourch wsj dispscchcd 10 CKCupy the strategic 
kanibtfon area. 

jMlowin^ for mlAor losscSv all the columns reached their destinations except 
for Bedeau'Si which was scopped shoir by t large snd W'ell-delended bsincade 
that stietdied across the Boulcvaird Bonne-Nouvidle, not far Cram the Bank oC 
France. Tosvoid Woevdshed, the genentl eciwted inco parley with the insurgenls. 
with the aid of an tniermediaiy Najaonal Guard officer, one Fauvelle-Tielst^tTe^ a 
local bosmessmam. who had gone over to the insurgents. BuiBedeau could thmk 
nC no better at^umem TO pervade the msUrgmCJ of the gowemment's gacd 
intenLions chan Id tell them that Batrot had ascended to puwer. 

FytJtwellc'Delabprre shrewdly got the two sides Lo agree to a delay, so ihai he 
could go 10 [he Tuiktles and seek a LtMnptfOiruse with Matshal bugeaud. When 
the wdy merchanl met with the naarshal. however, he gOT more than he 
baigSLnfd for: Bugeawd wearily consented to withdraw his column entirely In 
the meantime, most cJ the watting [noops, already demoralized and lisdess, 
begiin to go over Lo the insurgents^ while others handed over dicij weapons and 
withdrew to tilt TuilericS. The king, having agreed Co Thiers's condition to 
recall ihe troops, ordered all ihe coloifins. ihJI had been sent Out that moming 
lo leiurn to their barracits. Eventually the entire anny was ohbgcd to withdraw 
liOm Pans. The capiul wtjs pbwd in die hands of the National Guard, which by 
now openly supported the insurreedem. 

The February B^volulion wjs far hom bloodless. Senous fighting occurred 
between workers and Munlctpal Guards fa mihcwUcd police lOrCe that should 
not be confused with the dtneri National Guard} at the Chateau d’Eau and the 
PalaiSrftg.yaJ gpj] conflicts ended wldi a victory for ihe insurgents- 
Oeinonstraiors foyghr Municipal Guards before die Hblel de Ytllc, while 
General Sebastiani merely stood by and waiched: at around eleven a.m., rhe clc>' 
hall Was taken over etfonJcssly by a National Guard officer and a small group of 
■nudcnts, whereupon Geocnil S^bJlstum and his oolumn returned lo iheir 
barrack^ For all proKtical purposes, Paris had fallen eo the m^uTgenii wiiKout 
any serious resistance from the govemmeni. The main problem the tnsutg^nts 
now faced was the capture of the monarch and his remainitig followers, 
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Louis^PhiiLppe^ ensoDTiced in ihE TuUcjirs^ could ticar fuing musltcfs steadily 
Sipprouchitig the psJstcr, the SCWe t>i SO rtiJtiy metnortbli dvtl conflkLS. 
^uirounded by dapairing mitiistejs^ couHieTS, and pntices of the bloocL he 
toolt one last step lo siv* hts ctoh^ti. At eleven o'clock in the flwmitl^ o4j 
T hursday, Fejjniary 24, bedecked in a ^nerd's unifonri and accxenpanied by 
his two sons and a small jrlinne, be docided tO review ibe troops and NaliocLal 
Guards that were lined up Ln ihe sqiwe outside ihe paUce, Ihliially. the uoops 
greeied ihe tong with supporave cheers. But amid cries of "Long bve the long!" 
one rebdlicns contingenl of Naliona] Guards thrust itse]i before the soticrd^ 
with cries of "Long live reformV' and "T>owri veiih (he systemr—even 
brandishing their weapons in (he monarch's face. Instandy the discouiaged 
kinft veered hrs horse bsick (oward the palace and disappeared into its mterior. 
The eollapsc of the monarchy was now eompletc. 

Before the day was out, Lonis-FhiJippc, his family, and bis reiinue had left 
Pfiris for EngUnd^ tsnd never igam did any mernber of ihe BowbOTi or 
Orleans dynasty occupy a throne in France. The barricades bad prevaUed and 
the nation wonfd soon declare ilscif a republic. But what kind of republic 
would t[ bi—t conventionalH formal repnbikiK or the "'democradc and socul 
lepubhc'" for which (be arlisons longed? The remaining months of the 1B4B 
revolution saw an ititensif^ng and finally eKpiostve Conflict over Lhis issue, 
between iht worlting of Pan^ end the upper clas^ej; wbi? med to 

contain them. 
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cHAPTEii 2* The Incomplete Revolution 


Tht coeifltct ava wliat kind at republic wc™L4 follow [he moimchy be^ti 
almoEt at ihe very raomnit the kliifi [led Pans. Some insurgents, to be sOic, 
were content tO' occupy the TuilEries and caricature the nobllliy by Strong at 
[jCOiis-Philippe's vacated dining table and pUyfoUy iddrcwing one anorher as 
"duJee" and "TnajcpdS'" EtUt ihousands of others,, armed with rauskela, bayonets, 
ptkes, and $w'oird^ raced to the Palais EDurbem, where tht paoKhed Chamber 
of Depuoes was in scssann, and to the HOwl de Ville, where Pans tradicionatlj' 
established its revolutionary governments. The city's mam streets and 
boulevards were clogged with people joyously shotiting boz^hsi, Singing the 
"MaiseitLaisc,'" and callLng for a republk. They wgwed eed flags as well as the 
tricolor—symbolk portenis of the differences that were soon to di'i'ide the 
capital between supporters <it i conventional middle-dass repuWk and thtHW cd 
a "democratic and soda! icpubltc." 


THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT 

For guidance, ihow msurgents whci STTOght pobnea! direction in forming a new 
govcmmenc turned to the editors of die two major republican newspapers. The 
more middle-class elementj diistwed around MatiDrsaf, whose editor wps [he 
modetaK bu.1 ind-SOCtalist republican Aniiand Haiiast; the worlteie gyaviiatcd 
toward the offices of La Re/omw, whose- edltcuf, Ferdinand Flocon, eshibtwd 
more radical wpubltcan Dendencits. The two pcriodicats had been butter rivals 
before the uprising, but now the need to strive at a common list of repuNtcans 
who Mvould irtalie up a ptrmiEiona] goveminetil was Impeianvc. AccoDding to 
Wane, ihe joboF fttgpilaur^g such a list was undertalcen by hlmsdf, lepresenung 
Lo K^tJrmr, and by one M. Manm of Strasbourg, for Le MMitjtuL 

The two 111 ?n arrived ai a muuiaJly agreeable list that both newspaper* found 
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acceptable, and Bcarcclj^ before ihe hghuhg haul come lo an end ™ February 24, 
bliint; tCJiiU |[ call Co the hu^e crowd gathered heftHe ifie oEhee of J.ji pt^iTinw. 
rhe Ikst induded several bngawndmg republicans, ai one might tjfpeci. 
inutudlng the venerable Jacques rmpocit de l/Fiut whet had been polilHaJly 
jcjuvic in the Directoey during the dosing years of the Great EearaJurijsn; 
Francois Aiugo, whose prineipaJ credential was his reputation as an out- 
sLandiirig aschonomer, Alercacwirc Ledm-RoUim.. gpierally te^rded as a riidscal 
repLiblican; Louis Elaru:, the socialist; and Marrastancl Elooon, who rcpreBcnted 
die cOnstiLuendcF oJ their respective newspapefrs. 

Eur the list also contained many erstwhile consdiutiona] manaichisis who 
had suddenly undergone a oonversKin to ttpoblicamsin in the bat day or two. 
.'Mphunse de Lamartine, a poet and arisuyirat, had bee:n a monatchist 
syinpathizcr unul the evening oF Febiruaty 14 and perhaps laier, but his name 
v-Tis placed on the list, as were the names cd AleKupdte Thomas Marie, a Iaw 7 cr 
iLiid opposinoti deputy whose c-onvetsion to moderate rtpuhJicanism was as 
newborn and tenuous as Lamartine's; Adolphf Cnimieux, a deputy who had 
inLlwlly supported a monarchical legpicy lo rtfriace Louli-Philippe; Louis- 
Ancoinc Gairuer-Ppgn;, another crpposition deputy, whose dubious republicin- 
ism rcpfrescnicd ihe inicrests of the well-to-do middle classes. Gamicr-Pagcs, in 
Fact, had ho sympathy few radical nepubltcans, and whatever prtsnge he hid 
among worJdng people came Frcnm the lelccLed glory ol his late brorher, who 
had been an ardent republican leader. 

Massive crowds galhercd beneath the wmdiDws of the Rifoimi offtoes, Bla,f 5 c 
recounts, and the namei of ih4 pmpovd govemincnt members wan read out for 
their approval. Althocugh the names of Blanc and Flocotn pleased ihc crowd, they 
Were disindmed EO accept a government made up oJ so many former 
mfjnsrchists and moderaie repubiican.i They teralled only too vividly how just 
such moderates had stolen their uprising of ISJOnand they niOhSideTed tt 3 nvaftcr 
'3f The urmosi urgency that ihc same thing should not be pcrmUied 10 happen 
again A cry went up to add th£ name of AfbefE, the rwm (fe guerre of .4icKandrc 
Martin, a buLlonmaker who was highly regarded by rhe Puman workers foe hts 
'evolutionary views and actlvliies. A wcll-kriown sooalisL he had tiosc ties ro the 
secret siKiciics ^Atlh a worker like him sarong in the go^Ktnment. the crowd 
darned, no measure deirttnenul to the inleresls of woridng people would go 
unchallenged- And when a rumor spread rliaa oa'er st the Trials bourbon, the 
Chamber of Deputies was preparing to accept the regency of the Duchess of 
Orleans and her ytmhg son, the Count of Paris, the crowd Hew Ihto n miic and 
headed Hjwer to (he palaot to put an estd lo this pr-ospecL 

The rumor was more than jiLstified. At the Palais Bourbon the Orleanrsts and 
ihc old dynajitlc oppcwiticin were sdll hoping iliai th; old kmg could be 
replpced by a legecicy of the duchess and the couul l| wa;. dunng iht debate 
over this regfltny ihal the insurgent crowd burse inio ihe {.Jiaminr, Weapons in 


^ rfiB ['Ifi FAkl^ 


hand, they pjovocativcly itmrd Sume oJ [hem jit rhe sf ealteJ's rosenam. As 
Tdcciuevillf LeUs us- 

Loud blows -were he^Jti EH ihe dooT erf one of |rfie gallerits,] and yielditij^ to 
the slrJih, the dfwir burst into atoms. Lu Ji moment (he gallciy wm iUv'sd'edt 
by an aniiid mob of men, wfbt) hiMSLly ItlLedl i[ and SXin afterwards all the 
others. A irun of the l&wer orders. pLadng out fom on ihe oonuiCt. podnlcd 
his gun at [he Prestdent and the speaker, others seented to level thclrS at the 
assembly.' 

Amid the melee, ihe duchess and her son cstncaied ihewLselves finm the scene 
as quickly as they could, lollowied by deputies nf the Right and. many TnadcTale 
factions, k-ji^ng the chamher half empty. ;>\lmoit all ihe remaitiihg legislators 
were uuncnied. and tried to make themselves as IntSOhspicunus as possible. The 
fiiesidcnC of the Chamber, ah*i' [Jying Ln vain, to ^□rmally close the session, 
$ltnpiy hattded over the palace to the crawd, which teconstlluted klSctf a& a 
popular legislature iircspccLivc of any IcEaliUeS 

Partly at the prompting of Tocqw^iHe. ihe poet Lamardivc had taken the 
spe'a.ker'& roitrym. [jmsmtic had initially favored the duchess's bid for the 
throne, but ever pliable and adaptable, the elegant ahstticrai was nothing Lf not 
a careerisL A former mOnahi-htst, rhis polmcal fain now CKuded a spirit of 
_ffU[errt:U^—draping himself Ln the tncolo-r and applauding the repubJic, at a time 
when Its ascendancy v^-as elcariy irresislible 

Tocqttevllte. who had motnentarily left the Chamber to- sec to the safety of 
the duchess, rtrumed to find that “confusion t^'as at its heighi.^' Lamartine wjs 
conviersing with the crowd around him tjiher than oraring, and several 
speakers were uyug 10 make ihttir poinis all at once, so that "there seemed to 
be almost as many oialors as listeners" Finally someone, apparently E.^dru- 
Rollin, handed Lamartine the list of TiailWS ihai had heen endorsed by the 
crowd, before f-iJ Refttwoi* a few hours tarher.^ "Iti a moment oE semi-silence," 
rcooums TooqucviJlc, "Lamartine began to read out a liM ctmtatulng the names 
of people proposed by I don't kinciw whom lo Lake share in the Provisional 
GoveiTiitiettr that had )usi been decreed, nobody knjc?ws how,"^^ As each name 
was called, the crowd shouted its apprCvnl 

but heads I.n the Palais Bourbon knew ihat this endorsemeni by what 
remained of the Chamber of Deputies ctmld bardEy suEtice to consenaLe an 
insurgent gOVcTumcnt 1n Paris. Revolutionary protocol requimd that any ne-w 
government had to be sworn in at the HStel de Vtlle and only at the Hotel de 
VUIc. Moreover, in this siiuarion, those who- wished to harness the revolution 
ahd put iL ifl a convenuonal niijddlc<Lass bridk had not a. moment to lose: in 
I heir absence a more revoluuonary regitne cculd ^aabilsb Itself at the HAteJ 
dc Vilic ai any time. From somewhere in ihs; PaJais Bourt>i>ti. agi; TocquevlEle 
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lells uj, Lfu: cry wttit up: "Tu the ViLIc*" To wbdi "Lamanih? 

ir^hotd, 'Yes, Lo ttic HJiel ds Vllle,' and! went oUl forcKis^Uh, lakins haJf the 
crowd wrLh him/'* 

Lttmactine^s own nicnlolrs give us a diEkrent account—one that s<l(- 

llatteringly claftni that th( ixTser head that initiated itw dtpamirt was his (Twn 
Lonsisteniiy icfemn^ Iq himsetf m ihe ihjid tv writes with unpecoWt 

hutds^l. 

t^lnnartinc ha^ IhtUlliufly TeIi that if tht$ proviiumjl gotncmincnl were 
installed ai the Chamber of Deputies^ or at the ojlwe <iF the mLnSsiet of the 
interioi, It would probably be attacked and annlhLlated before nigbt. The 
eivil strife which had been eKUngutshed by ibe pr-Dclamation of dilS 
governmenE would be rekindled in (he evening between (wo rival 
admLtusUations. The KAtel de Ville, the head quarters o{ the revoluiion, 
the Palace of the Peopk. (he Vunnt Avnuine of tcdiuoris. was occupied by 
innuincrable mullJdKkS' o^ people- fioni (he wrnounding quanerk and 
licnn ihtaniKd faubovrgs Tbesc masses, dirccilod fay the mosl cnterpnsmg 
and inirepld rum- would not fail, on heanrng the defeat of IroyaJty, the fl(ghl 
of the regency, and the triumph of the levoluttun, to name a govemmehl 
fen ihemscives. The *fl.ngMtnaty anarchies and lyfftTinies of the Cominons of 
Paris under the Tint repubJic naturally lOCC'Urcod in the thought} of 
lamartitie. He instsjidy saw them afresh Ln all theLr horror, still further 
augmented by those elemenw of social stnFc which the absurd doctrines of 
corntnuRiLsm^ socialism^ and expropriation -were causing to femienr^ and 
would cause to burst forth tn ibese masses of workmen, dcslitute of food, 
bui possessed of am* * 

On the other side uf ihf Seine a new msurticctlon was Indeed brewing m the 
Pli3^:e -de Gj^, ihe huge Kfuare that Likened out before the H^tel de Vilk, as 
'■^ell as inside the labyrinthine city hall itself. Huge crowds exf armed workers, 
hramlishLng mujtyets, bayonets, pLk-ej, and SiWotdl, catrying wi-ches, md 
Waving red flags, had massed in the area, oecvpytng the buiLdmg and tht 
square and spiJItng ovtr tiHo the nearby strefts. Hi Order to complete their 
rtvofunon with a govemmeru af ih«r own (booling 

Hardly anytime aI this 'Mount rAvcntiiiF of sedrtsons'^ seemed aware lha( at 
ihe PaLus Bourbon, “the revotuuMi^—ifisr t$, Lam WUf *nd ihe tMheis on thf 
Usl, Some of wham been (ryicig to install the diichcs» »$ regent -onJ}' a few 
hours earlier—had established a piovisianal grivcrnmcnt in their absence and 
wiihour ibpir consent. Moreover, had they known of |(, [he immense number of 
insurgents sumoundliig the sprawling city brJl, their dtubkiE spattered with 
blood and thcii Ence? jmeared with gu^powdtr^ cnlgjrt well have dispeised the 
(.hamber of Deputies vnth then weapoTis- Et wju ihc prospect of fonnntg. ■ 
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!i(K'lJil ri'pul^Llt:, [:»r AE 3 broa^cT EicmocnadcrcpubJic. that ticLd ihr tttrntlnn 
ftf ihc iworkcrB, Tvho bkui Id hiivc To^nfieJ illc grc^l bulk tiF Lhr fl-irti'd 

WtilT^'bik^ Eh? tifw members of ibc Pro^TsdonaJ GovtminciTV. cn r4.ju1c Jrnin 
iJw fJhimbcr (a Lhf Hold -die: Vitlc, hsid w pw4i and shEj^-c Lhfli tbfo^gh 
ihl^ cTtmd Ed rtac.b iheir dtsbriaiioiL The diminutive Louis Mane, a virtual 
dwad in sucurr. actuaSlyhjd tciib7i:9imed'Cin ihc shoutdcrsiDil bnwtty wntkers 
In fart, vrtCm^ out as a sw^k gnwp tnom iJif Pains Bowbftb, ihey and iheiT 
CKOruiOOn coniaci Kuhonoanoibcr and biu% airived tn smalt j^ovips nl 
iwns or ihifrs 

Upon Lheu- anm) at the eny halt a higt nuann^ ot insui^ms w*i und« 
*"Xy m an chambcf knenm s che Satie Sainijean V4ven (he newsfpl 

out that a premsKmal govemmnii had been sdecled, Lhc nc^v mlnlyccrs, a» ihcy 
amved, *Tre obEijted lO subtrut tbenttelws and their pruiciplei ip the crowd tn 
the SaJlc fur its apptDval Gamier-Pajiiu. Lcdm-RolEin, Dupcrnl, and 

tamaninc arrived first, wherettpon (hey canse before the jencaally orderly 
assembly and were pdlLoned by often argumentative queries. Theq responses 
were writ ten dawn and passed out thiou^^ the windows Lo ihr erowd tn the 
Plstit de <j-T(!^. The people, both lostdi the tiiy half and in rhe actuate, 
{KinstdUted a rftttorkahle mass jury, as it were, quesuoning and dkpuLIng w|(h 
I he vArtt^us wouLd-be mmistcis and JoaTing their approval whrrr they Agreed. 

This mass jury was far rrom sympAtheoc- EO I jmanme, f specially since he 
refused to eommli himself io declaring a iqiubbc umnediaicly. Shonly before 
Blanc was borne into Lhc Salle by “musculai workmen." as he calls ibnn. 
L jmanine bad eiEplitned His teFusal. "SrnkingLy caudmis and involved was hlS 
eKeirdlUin." Blanc noLes diyly. Lamartine 

vikJ thil the quesuen [ol deciarmg France a republic] was one of pArRmount 
Unjloetaiiloe. one which the nation would lulurally be called upon Id 
enamme. And whidi be, Lamafnine, djd run mtin lo prejuidige Thw wiords 
gave nse to a wlcni tumuli. A cnemendous shtnu of Vhv b 
shook (hr wadis of the building^ 

Amd |he (umuh. line lAf the ruJitants nuiuged to miomipi. LimairURC. wimng 
(he poet (hat he must ncM ''cheat the people of whaA (h^ had v> deafly p*id 
foe.’* if he u-us l# seni'e a republi^ri. nucuster. Nuobly Lamaruiie modlfud bis 
posicion, ind when he resumed hss speech, »ys BUck,. lODk great care (o 
drviatr by degree; from the path he had got mto, and he concluded by 
declaring for the Republican fonn of Govern mint, whereupoci he was warmly 
applauded."^ When it came to be Blanc’s Eum to speak beiore the msurjjenu. 
be called nbi o-nty for a formal republic but for the abolilbon of economic aawell 
tN juridical Lnlujtlce. His own speech. Blanc Leila u;^ was greeted wtih Lhc ciy 
'Vive frj rejpidriiLiae jsiKlufer 
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Once the first group ot goveTTsment mtstiher?—[jrnJUltle, tcdru-EoLliTL. ajid 
|]ie ftthcTJ—hwi been ^ppywed, ihcy were led by a sjTTipathjctk: piLde ihrough 
endless paBBa^cB tn the mazelike HOid de Vilk !Ie> a sitall chamber in andcher 
p3if( of the btitJding. licir they shm the door and convened to assert ihdr 
auiiiDrii)'. posting a group ot piftncd studfitCi from the Scule PoEylechniquc 
outside to Btand guard. Meanwhile Blanc, Flccon, and Marriii;, whij had arrived 
la;cT, were obliged lo find ihnr own way to the temole chamber. "It was noi 
without difficuJty," Blanc ^o[£5^ " ihar we sucKCeded to FiftCbng [the government 
membetsi out, thiougb ibc winding passages of ibe Hfliel d^ VIlLe."'^ Hm; 
absence of iheir mcjre radical colltaguts hftd ncn prc-enlcd Lairiarlinc arid hia 
clit|ue from proceeding without them, and their amval nen received 
f iwdially 1 n hiS memoir Lamartine writes of Blanc's arrival as if he were an alien 
being who had suddenly intruded. Although the ppci greeted them with his 
chumcieristHaliy "radiant" exprcBston, to use Blanc's adjeenve, oihcrs glared at 
Lhcm sullenly nr «ven with hofslility. They ecnild scarcely bring themsclveB Lo 
accept Blanc, MairasL Eincon, and Alben (who amved .still later) as part of the 
govemtnent. hut then, the new minisaers could ignore dio radical membefs 
only at chyr penl. as lit would have pcoduacd a storm in the cjnwd outside. At 
the bright suggesuon of Comiej-Pagte. ihe Estc amval* were designated as 
"«CifWarieS," leaving their status in the govemniEnt ambiguous.* 

Yet even Lamarnne leaves ftn djoubt that the legrrimacy of the government as 
a whole wais arguable. Lacking any real fouiidation aptot from the sheer 
cffroniiety of its members, the FrovisLonal GoiTinmcnt, at this point, could imve 
beendispersedby any titsotuie body of wmed men, sucb as the workers milbng 
around in the .square bdow their window. And before tfic niglii wxs over, the 
chatLcnges to tiic new' g<jvi;rmiKnt's authonly would come thick, fast, and 
furi™s, 

The first issue of contention was whether the Provisional Govsmmem would 
declare rhe republic that the Crowd outside was demanding so vehemently, a 
step that the moderate majonry were not eager to wke. The thought of a 
TSpublic still evoked images of the Great Revolution, with its mass mobGkation 
ot th^ poor and dispossessed. Theft ran be lictte doubt that, fearing the 
influence oE ibe urban workers, the majoniy of the ituruBterfi wanned rural 
Hrance, particularly the ntdctiij.'nary peasantry, to decide the question of the 
gswemmental form. Accordingly, the miniscers olf-ered S tepid SWterfient of 
intemlon writcen by Lantartine. declaring lhal the gnwemment "preferB" a 
republic, wJuch BlntK altered (o say that the govemnieiu "‘stands by" a reipubtic 


’ Alhflfs Tunie and tadkgrraiTiri gsve a plebeian Vthtit to the Tnivisianal CavtnuncnL 
minisr-fTs conslaisivily called htm Albcti, DO die point ihai he cbreatcritd to resi^ if 
they CninCinufid. hj addneas hien dl-sdaiJfiful]}^ by only a. OirisliiTi nann^ ^ Ivc 

not ihjcfr £quai 
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By n£>w, ih£ d^Liys atid cqulvocaEmns (in lihii cruciil were 

tcj^inmiig ta anjer ihc mssSfs Ih (ht square beloi^'. Ajocordingly, Lhe 
gfW^fTi'rlierU niiip-l^y jiromulgaitd Lk ftrsi de^rae. ]| ^TtKl^imetL^ [hac ihe 
ProvisLomil CfflrerTiinicnL cais-lcd "Ln Lhc name of the French pcopk" and 
declared that "(he guvwnmem desints 9 reputJi*, EWnding radfujanon by lbe 
ptople, Wfho 'Aill he iminediatety cnnsultcrL”® Eui a siatcitieni oE "desire" was 
nni ennugh. In short ondeT, the popular revolutionary sodalisl Fiancois Elaspail 
"inm^andcfJ th* Provtsicsnal Ckjvemment 10 proclaim a rfpubbc," oh5^^^'e^ 
Maj\; ''lE diis oidei of the people were not fulfitled within two hcrtirs, he would 
icium at the head oF 2 [Xi,CWl> imeti."* filatK ww obliged 10 go out to the n*ie 
de G»eve and assure the people diai "the Provisional Goi^emmeni wiJl^sJ die 
Republie"—which they look to mean that the government had actually 
proclaimed the repubbt 

The grim faces I had beluie me. made stilt more terrible by the glare cd 
nuiriberless twrlies, evpress*d on a sudden a feeling oJ' indescnbahk 
sjtLsfacuon, and this feeling hurst out into a triumphant roar. ... Some 
Tvorktncn having found Ln a comer of the Hotel dc VjHf 3. large piece of 
Inien, took a hit of obareoa] and traced t>n it in colossal leriers; La RnlpubLl^ue 
kiw ei indivtsihlf f3( pnprftritie'c en Frunre.'^ 

The hanner was hoisted up to a wlndoifc' In the Hotel de Ville. where It was 
iiluminatcd by torches Foe all those briow to see. 

Having made this declarsnocii, the Ftoti'isiotial Government parceled out the 
ministries among its various memhers. AJthnugh mosc histones of 184b trtiai 
l.itnuU'CLne as the head of slate, oUkuiIIj' he was merely the minister of foreign 
affairs. Nontrlieless ht was <;ejLainly ihe most ctKlspHUOUs figure in the new 
govemmenl, even in ihe eyes of his opponents. The elderly Dupont de I'Eurc 
wss madf the oITiCM] president -of the minislerw! council, bs name lending the 
gnvemmeni an aura nf tht Firsi Repuhllt. m which he had pSHlcnpAted, uml in 
air of repubbean virtue. CremLcurt acqubed the minisrry of justice, and Marie 
public: works- Arago became mrmster cd the navy, and Ledni-Rollin was made 
live niinlsier of the interior, while ihe so-cslled "socreianes' rccerved no 
mimseenal portfolios at all. 

The remaining minisUies were allolled to men who had POT bc^it on the lists 
compiled by the two repubbean newspapers. The banker Evlichel Goudcbauit 
was m^de minister of finance {to be replaced p few days lai^r by Gamier-Pagcsl; 
Baron Subcrvie, an Empire general, became mmistcr of wjr; Eugene Beihcufuit, 
a Liberal lepuhLican lawyer well known Jar defending left-wing republicans, wjjs- 
givEn ibe mEoistcy pf agriLultute and irade. and the Vicomte dc CouTtads 
heeame the cMitriiiLander of the NationaL Guard. Finally,, erne HippoLytc Samoc 
was ^mtiLcd iliE ministry of eduoauon. 
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Mjrrast took avtr the mayoraJtj' of Paris vithoLil fuirhcr ado. Marc 
OMiSSiU^serc, * JjouhLn whci had been close t-o l5tPT3t[ui In the iJJSOs and Lhen 
became a journalise tor La fi^onri£r simply wene to the prcfeciurc and boldly 
de^l^^ed himself ch»ef of pylite, a dcclaratioTi that aroused no oppo<Fitu;n from 
the ucmulous occupants of ihc police, headc^variers. He obliged ail Lhc officers 
to sweDi Lheir allegiance lo iJic republic, waming them ihaL lihicj' would he shol 
lI ihey vioEaicd diear oaih. iheai issued 4 prodamaUcin Ltiging the people m 
retain (heir arms, since they had been beara^Td in the past by those who had 
ridden to fwwfr m th«tr backs Ifi short order Catissitli^f fftaied a small 
anji)'. called the "Monta^nards," Vi>ho were pledged tn protect the ret'oEntion 
Front its enemies, incloding potential opportunists Ln its ranks, finally, Etienne 
(bt&lher of ihe ^-SUiJTionieJ Ft^ci^ols) hecame minister oF ihe pC>St, 
bringing another fi^ontie jctimalLst mto the government. 

The Provisional fjovemment now engaged in a marathon night of drcrcc- 
Ktitutg, abolishing mnnaichical msntutious and creating new republtcan 
One decree simply eliminated rhe Chamher of Peers', another guaraniecd the 
Ireedom of speech and the press^ ending the censorship that had vested so 
many oiipnsition periodicals, tvlnk another ejttahbshed Uie nghis of free 
assembly and association, iitilt another "dcmocralizcd" the National Guard by 
opening h& rnnks to pdnh mjles tmd by providme t>mEfiri!fis fur ihwe wbt> 
ccLLld not afford rhem. As the ministers scjawled out decree after decree, the 
documents were rcccpicd a hundredfold by hand, lhen tossed oul of ihc 
Windows to the watting crowd below A while later, printing pressei wcie 
brought ro the city hall to publish ihe decrees,, which were then placarded all 
i:>vieT Paris. Ovemighu the goirejTimenc seemed to become a machine for 
producing one decree aJier anoiher. Indeed, more ibin sivi)' decrees, by 
Lamartine’s count, were laxitcen on that night of February 2\. 


THE STRUGGLE FOR THE HOTEL DE V1LLE 

In ihc meantime, ttnmig rhe evening, people eontmued io srream tnio the Plaioe 
de (.1 Kve from the neighborhoods and suburbs—according to Lamflrline, thcii 
numbers soared to aboui .200^000 men and women m sll. fiy the thousands 
they flooded mlo ihc huge HuteJ dc VLllc iiself. packing its salonSi halls, and 
t'-cstibuJes. Ai every luni a diiffrcni wator, LL wcmed, exhotied tlve mik^ses— 
pninajrily wiorkcrs—to assert their rights. 

Lamarunc apdy calls the NiJtel dr Villc un the night of February Id a ''Rdd 
of battlc.“'“ Especially i(j the workeTis new'ly arrived from ihe fstubouigs, the 
earfler rounds of nueries and debates in the Salle Saint-jean had by no means 
endowed die mtnisteis wii.h ihe right to function as the chief officers of the 
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rcp-utJic. [ti iict, ijif nerw iimvjli, red Pa-gs Eluttcitnp from the points oil thdr 
bajioncts, SEcmed on the pomt of ciqjcJling ihe gpveinmcnt membera Enom the 
Hijitel aliog^ther, and pfjhapji thrasbing them in the baigaiit 

Their most persistcni sendnicnt was the Eear thjt they wiuld be cheatett of a 
revolution they had 3iMdf ai the sacriEioc oJ iheii o^™ blood and lives. When 
they learned that the jovemmcni radicals—Elane, Pbeon, and Albert, men 
whom ihey hiid conic to respect during the years oE a^tation agattisl ihc 
TnonaFchy m iavor of a ‘‘democratic and sodal republic"—were to serve only as 
secreianes in the government, while iliosc wtvo had (he real power were 
Ttioderalcs or even former monarchists, they wicre outraged and demanded lhai 
ifK tide "sccretaT)'" be siruck Erom [heir names oh all decrees. Just as surely as 
Lamartine and his dique feared the demands of the huge CTtiwd In the flace de 
Grtve, SO [he wotLers feared ihe intendansof the small dique that had msuJled 
Liself as the Pro^isiona] Govenimenr. And both sides behaved as though they 
Were Ending ihemscLves for a coTihontarion. 

Finally, by [he sheer thrysc of ihcir bodies, some membErs of the crowd 
reached the doors of ihe remow chamber wbere [he new Hovemmenl was 
meeting. They beat on the doors msistantly, demanding [ha[ the ministers 
itLside heed [twir wishes and cany' out their dentands, repeatedly charging the 
entr^-way wrth musleets and swoids m hand, but the rvew rarnistcrs had pushed 
fumuuie up against (he doors and m ihe vescihuJes lo keep the crowds oul 
Somehow, despne the urgetw-y of their denLancls, the surging crowd was 
rebuffed—pardy by the fumiwn*, but partly lew by persuasion, as periodically 
IjftiflriiYie. would emerge from the room to sooihe ihcm wtih h|» rilrtorti;. then, 
to ihe sounds ol muskets ftnng, [he govemment members rccumcd to work, 
diuminEoul decrees and signing them, is if each oiw 'wete a biKb in a wall that 
could iafe.gHflrtl them from the assault of the plebeian crowd- One detree 
abolished the deaih penalty for poliUcal crimes (apparcniJy the government 
wished to demonstrate i(s intention of avoidmg a Jawbtn terror), and another 
repealed the l.e Chapelier Law, giving the workers the right to form as.^oc-lawoni 
and trade unions. Anoihcr called for 5 HMWhJt ConsUtuent i\ssembly, to be 
composed pf nine hundred “represemalives of the people" crttkjwtd with the 
authority to wrlw a new, presumably lepubUcan constitution. SdJl another 
proclaimed universal suffrage for all males ever iwenty-one yews of Pgc. the 
broadest Fesnchlse Prance had cvci seen. (Lihc die call for a Constituttit 
Assembly, this decree was certain to diminish the pwlicicat iriHuervce of the 
urhaii workers in favor of the peasantry.) 

In the Place dc Cti^ ihc threats and knock-d^wti Eights between worfcrs 
and suppoiiejs of (h-e governmenl cotitinUed up (o midnight and beyond 
Fltral^, eshausled, the crowds departed from the scfuare, and the enure quarrel- 
fell silent. All the clamor, threats, and pushing notwithstanding, the mlnisiErTt 
had held their own, and they steadfastly refused to leave the HSkL de Villc, 
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roiatini; ihedr sleeping hours unlil ds-yborsk, ksc ic be reclaimed by ladka] 
wiOrl«rs. 

As Tnaming dawned on february 25 , groups oF fUiften to iweruy men drifted 
from, the quaitefs b^ck nuo the Place de each gfOUp 

carrying a Ted flag. Armed with mUsirets and swwds, ihey dtsmbiitcd red slripa 
of dchb L-u the te^c 4f The people as they arrived, until a Large erewd had 
asienrbLed, fleclted with red. When other groups of worhciS shtJwed up bearmg 
the UKoloT. they skimlstKd, hOM Ted rniumphed ovef the Tricolor. 

The fkghnrtg that commued on diLs day was over the issue of which Hag 
would he adapted as the symbol of ihe Second RepUbUc. The government, the 
propertied classes, and ihc middle dasses^ SS well as the more nationalistic of 
ihe wcsYkiW, wanted w retain the old tricolor, with its overtones of the Great 
lievolutron, the First Republic, and French fiiliOIMi pnde. To the pobticaJly 
aware minority of wOflKrJ, hivwe.v£r, che rricolor bad been sullied by ilS 
asgedanon with Louis-Philippe'sjuly Monardry. instead, ihey detnatTded die 
red flag as the symbol of llic '‘dcmoctatic 3,nd Tepubbe" 

PinalLy, just when the crowd anaidong the HdteL de Ville to cstablLsb the red 
Tiog geomed on the poim of overcoming his guards, Lamardlfie enurg/ed. to 
deliver an oration in deCense of the CTWOJof as the symbol of the republic. The 
red Ela|5, he inioned, wa.s the flag not of Prance hut of “a parly/' one compflaed 
of "Terrorists and ComrmmLsts." Il was the ^Elag of cetror,"' The flag of blood 
and strife,'^ and had been ‘^driiiggetl through the mud and htood around the 
GhiUnnp de Maes"' (a reference to Lafayette's massacre ol I'l'!?!), But ihe tFiCoLor 
was the accepted nabonal flag of Pnntx Jifiong nations, having "gone around 
the world in triumph. "'^ Lsrgtty K a resuli of Lamartine's rhcturic, ibc Irkolor 
bnally carried the day as ihe republican standard, if only because nrogt of the 
people succumbed to his appeal to natl&nsi glory. As a eoneessieti to the sizable 
lulpdriiy of mLhtaucs who were srifl unappeased, the govemmonl agreed to add 
a red rosette to die staff of ihe national flag arid require all members of the 
government to wear one In iJhefr buccflnhoJes^ 

Even now, hewEver. the vsetory of the Irkolof did ritA St^m certain 1o 
l-amKrtme, and to play it safe, he dtoded he needed a targe crowid dial would 
demonstiniie its warm enthusiasm for die eslablished naikotuL flag. That 
evening he sent out his young guardians and Other STudents from the ^oolc 
Polytechniqwt to nwh^llie support for the government They, aided by other 
middie-class elements, fann^ out through ihe taphal, calling upon the 
properued to talLy with arms m band at the Hotel de Vdit the neM 

moming. On the momdng of February 26, when wOrVeri wiih ted dags 
teappeared to resume iheir baede, ihey found ihe Place de Gr^ filled with 
convenilotva! repubhean$ waving (lH[^.^lc»^^ tu:]i; ic speak of ac lease 50OD men 
surrounding [he H^iel de Vifk wiih bayonet^ hnusk^is. As che day wore on, by 
Lamaedtiie'i iKttJUnt, ihe red Flags dnually disappeared iti th^ $ea of mcolDrs. 
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Winhi Df without a red flsi^ » in idonuuCTU, ihs ^orkfra' dcsifc for the 
"dEinocranc and itiCtfl Tcpublic" wai vary r<al. JEtd even undef the irlMlcr 
their hopes perHsted. AIJ d&y oti the twcm^JlflJi they pnttstlKd Uic government 
to estail-Bh the “fl^hl eo work"—that is. to jujrsntee employmecit—and (t 
Mtnlsby of Labor and DO Eook after the t^tidiers' inteeests. 

Aroutid nCKTft. the pwple chose as their jpdktHium * yotung weehmin. * 
mhuni named l^larcbe—'ihe ^portacus oi ihu army of the imeU^su poor," 
t;ama(nine eaUs him—to he^d e delegation to impirtu ihetr detnani^ upon the 
nunuLorE. Awwtling |a Ejcnaninc, Marche entered the govemment chartlber, 

4 miin of iKventy or iwcnty-htfe yws of age, of middle seaxure, btit ctein and 
siTon^, with Llicibe firmly kihi and strongly moutded; his face, parttfLIy 
biackened vith powder, eppeared pale with Emotion; his lips trembted with 
ingcr, and hu tyti, Hjnk under his pwjectfng forehead, darted lire. In his 
look thedeetnaty ol e whole people was concentrated. ..He waved in hit 
kh lund * strip tod fibhoTt Or thrfh, and ui hu light hdd ibe baird of i 
cartme, the butt-cnd ol which, at every wpid he (poke, he caiitstd to img 
upon die pavement . He spoke not as a nun, hut V a people, who wifi ht 
obe>'Ed. and will bfPok no dEfay. ... He rcpcatC'd, in accents of mcreasing 
energy, alt the condldons of die mafilftilO oE impossthilLaes, which the 
vocdccatiocis af the people en^ioLned it to accept and to ceatize on the 
instant—lhe overthrow of all known social Order, [he enterminjlion of 
property, and of captmliss, spolidUotL the immediau mstaJkaikin ol the 
destitute in die ooRununktyof {tuods, die proscrlpbon oliunkCTS. oE ihe r^K 
the maiiubcturrrsL (he botugcots of condllHm ** 

Marche appears to have Uld no such things; LatiurtlnE's ti^ssly tendenpous 
aocouui 1$ vaiiuabic primanly as a reflection of the mireme polaiizatiDci that 
eusted between the wotkets of Farts and the privileged classes. Bline's account 
oE the incident is alitiOill cetialnily closer to the truth: speaking briefly and 
firmly, Miirehe simply 

presented hunsclE m the name of (he people, potmed with an impeTtous 
gesture to the Place de Grevt and nuking die buci of his musket ni^ upon 
the floor, dcininded ihe recognition of the "DFOir dii TrtmnI'* jr^E to wodcl 
. . T [Blame] (hew [hiRt| aside, and showed him a paper on whvdu while M. 
de tamartinc was speaking, I had wriUCTi the following deette:—The 
provisigtial Government •.. ettgag* diemselves to jjuaraintec la bor to every 
cililen 

To this oveTEurt. oEheuJty esLablLshkng the "nghl to Work." Marche replied (0 
Blanc. "The People oflerf the Republic chree cnoNKhi d pover^^by which he 
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<.:l£aTly mcp.ni i^iat (lic)' wdlilcl ccidurc ihrirt moK monilia -cif lurd^Lp in g^v£ 
[he ^dvemmciii time lo imke sigmfici'ni chfluptcs Then, prafumiibly, if ihcir 
deiiuiui& were iwl met, iht workers would nse HI 


THE PARADOXES OF 1S4E5 

MjucIm'* waiuLrig Is cvidcufe ptf an LmprKffdtnted Liim m Frfl.ooe''s 
leiiUhiiiotwy behavior by conipansom with uHlcr upnai^ "Horw chorov^My 
itun^ Had ctkingcd smet 16J0 was toMk (kar 111 18^“ obscvei Wlihani 11 
Sewell. Jr-, m tus aCMUni of the worlMrs' mffvemem m chat remajfcibti year. 

Whereas [he July revoluuon oJ 1630 Iwudl (Sty^t ihe worlten unaware and 
mtJpjiblc of artiiSilacinj an independent progiraiTi undS it was loo late, the 
Febmary rrvcJudoii of ]fi48 immcduiely priwokedl S uuMive c^ass- 
cotkiqtintf woikos' mCrtimcnu noi Ofiiy m Pam. but m dries t>ijnt|g|h(Hil 
Fruct. From the beginnuit the workers ol Parts pushed ihe revtthitkm lo 
the left, forcing ihc provlsjcmal Kowrrtimeril to prodajm a Tepuhlic on 
February 24, to prtxUUm the "ri^t to labor" and the establjahment of 
Nstwnsil Workshops on, February 23. and set up the ratUOUS 1-UXeinbou.T]g 
ConvmlstKrri cn February 2-0.^^ 

The htaonul Woikdujpsandiihe E-uumbouTftCoEuiiitsswfi wiH be drscussed 
presently. What is unfortanL (A nate here is thu. |nteitfty spealan|^ the French 
Rtvolutlon of 1S46 wis the cncja dassorKTued dviJ oonllicl of the entire 
riincteenih cemuty. The worbeis and the propertied tliMtS con/ronijed each 
other with greater drretltWSI and a suon^er soiit of their sodal idcnlifty and 
dvdr conflicting interests ihan wai no be the case ts™ in die Pam Commune df 
IH7I. which stualists. and anardtists have, be gemranoiu, rnunecHisly 
deputed as a ctasskal protetaiian reVQhmon. tn eontrasi lo the initAfrcuknrs of 
1793, who had vaguely thought of themseKoi as "ihe peOpfet'^ the workers of 
1&4B were far more aware of themselves as a lOdflJ dass, dLsUncl from “the 
people" as a whole. And as a dass, they had very spedik soda] and econombe 
dematidi Although few of them were actually Indusirlal prolclanins, these 
amsMu who fomvd die m;tl^rity of the working in die Ivcnch carnal did 
nm htwate Ijo call themselves puklaim «. more coiTHnonly. eovrtefs and 
^hnuiEkun, who opposed a (bstlna dsss enemy, Ui riujiicdisfics nr Id hoNF^eouit 
The nUlluiHi ouvrten of 134b had two demands oF hkjtLonc proportbons: the 
rigJiL |j> Eotm assodaUMj, and the "right to work." The nghi to form 
asjodauons..as we have *«n, meant the repeal of all Uws wtiailingof batmims 
^ssodMioris. mduding producen' opopennves. tnutual ibd stHiedoa. arid uade 
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With Lhc repeal of the Lc Chapdicr Liw^ ihe gavemmeTii had granted, 
the firai part cf ihli right; H remalnEd trt he seen whether it would tany out the 
seCQTid by encnnraginft the growth oF tissjKiations, The “iighi to woiLi’ meant 
that workers who «H3l4 not hnd empfpymeni in iheir own trade shouEd be 
provided with ihe means of life undE such empLoyment was to he acquired. This 
demand wps parLieUlJTty urgfht Ifl 1&4&, since Paris was filled with 
unemplnyed workers who Jived from hand to mooilh. pawned Of sold even 
ihcir most necessary p4sSe^ons. Stole, prosdtuted themsdvES^. slept in parks, 
and huddled against inclement weather rn duorwjyj, sewers, and under the 
tiTidges of ihc 5crne. And wnrbers who fled local famine condinons tn the 
provfnccs W seek work in ihe city oFten had the appeaiaiiDC of scareoows. 
Hunger was pervasun in the worlangHdass (UsirlClS. One dF the minisljeiul 
council's must, unpoitamt dEoiees established the tight of the poor to redaim 
articles Irotn Pii>wcij:hi;>ps For which they had been paid less than ten bancs. But 
ii was manifestly necessary for the Provlsaoniai Govamimnt [0 do more and 
translate the "risht to work’' fcnlo piacdcal reality. 

These rights were not simply ordinary deniands that mighi be raised m 
dememstrauons and TlotS. The workers who raastd Lheiti, rather, ocmcenred 
them as inlienenf natural ri^ts, comparable to the inalienable n;^ts oflih^Tiy. 
equality, frattsmiiy'^ demaladed bw the radicals in the- Great Etevniutiem. The 
workers saw^ themselw as clatmmg nghts that greatly expanded society's 
concepts oF jusdee, revealing how Far beyond the juridical r^hts. oF }TS9 iheh 
CUnsCHUSdess tud lidvanced. FolitkaJly, the nulitanls wanted representadon, 
by universal manhood suffrage, 1n all organs of gt>vemme«(, Ixtgdy (o ensure 
that the "demnaadc and soda! republic" would satisfy their economic 
demands. However uudear dw Structure. oF this republic may have Eieen, they 
keenly desired that working men with “calloused hiiadj'" C^ithey put lO should 
occupy many, if not most, cF the scats in the Palais Bouthon and the HStcl dc 
Ville. Despite the taige numbet oF wdJeal IhWlleCluals wEio rallied to their cause 
and whose support they accepted wiUtngjy, they were eager m see CAMted 
pririetfilrei in the fttw govemmcrU, such as Afeaandrc Martin (to use Albert's 
real namek who came cut oF the wcrikihops and the secret SOCiedles. 

At the risk of Tepetitlon, however, ii cannoe be emphasized too strongly that 
the Pansian workers of 104b did ItOl Oppose: the cxISHnee oF [XrtvaK phopeny 
as such. Lamarone's effort to pamt them as enemies of’'pnopercy," not to speak 
of ’’socloiy," was knowingly demagogic, inlendcd to cuny lavor with the 
bourgeoisie and. later, to ju^oFy lepresswo measures ag^nst the working dass. 
PUriilan workers. themscE^s were stiU routed economically Ih the prelndUiulaE 
age, and as aerdsansv many were smaU proprietors in ihcir own righu The 
majonty of arusans who worked for master craiismen generally aspired to 
esrahll^ smell workshops oF iheir own, wFUch rhey could run wUh or wiihoui 
hired Labor. 
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Bui ihe demand for ijn^ "nghi la wnrk" Lcfc ofi^n the qucsikin dI wtui 
Inantutiinul form [hu Inalbccublc i^hl ivicnjid okt, wwl4 soqitiy ht 
organtod v> give tt material Oiher rigliti ocoald be gj™ tm^biUty m 

relatively cbvisus and JtralghtliDiward waya^ wllhlfl the fiaitieworlt of |he 
TTpubhe's legal system, ube^ cuuld be insntuuoEiallMd by passii^ brtrt » 
pfouci beedoms of iht pcess^ speech, and assembly. Eqoib^ Co( e^iponiimty, 
not nndbkm] Muldbe tAlb«lkd fnajundK^ proct»lhaii i^ivdcdcn^^ 
as equal before ihe lafw, irrespective of vedlh or Katus. But wlui uwM il 
aciually mean Co instUuHonaLizic ihr "tight CO tiVOe 

The ihrorist whose bdeaa seemed to answer this qkwsdon best Hfi^ Louu 
bluiC;. who advanced e ’notion of sodal workshops (is we safw in Chapier 
that were anented towamd productitni td nttl htllfun needs dthcf than toivard 
the acquksibon df prdst, i£»d that would fedemle In Msoaanciiis of mUlUltl 
suppdn to atw a ooeperadve sodety. His O^nteation cf had been 
inunoisely popular, ind m the wrekt lofldwifig Uu f^ilievafy Rmalution. 
imliUEU PiTiHdi wdilcm Rgaided him as ihes moM^ oaJHuiuhi^ spoken II 
Id Blane, m fact, ihai many workos k»ked Ibi' practkal dmeiton m 
creating a cdoperslivic il[EnuIivic to industrial OflptuUim and hom whom they 
receivicd a 'bibiy workable Scheme- 

On Februaiy 2B. three days after Blstnc WtdK ihe "figbl work'" decree In 
response to Marche's demand, the PrCfVBiooaJ Government established a 
□□■.■emnaent Cortimiition of Labor 10 develop virtom, projects on behalf of 
wi'nkeJt atld MS snady ihe means us providr worktrt with ihe frUJU of ihw 
laboiT. To gild this ComnilsSuHi wilb ponip. ihe gcvemmcni housed it in ihe 
disCrnguisltcd LuvembdUfg tJUus, wheb had fdrmeriy aocemmodated ihe 
Chamber of Peers, oetmalVIy to convey ihe tmpRUlon that the Commuson 
w^s labor's "upper hoUSet’' and lhal die wdrjtera had a major mstitulioiH] place 
In the new republic^ 

The LuMinbDUTg Commission, as Ll C«iie Id be known, was essentially an 
CKecubve commLlue composed ol a number of notable Boonomists. iOCUllit 
theorists, and publldsLi, including, among Others, ihc Fotinerist Vidor 
Corisiderant, iht eOSTiomisi Charles Dupoot-WhHe. and the SaLot-Sicneffliian 
Consiannn Pecqueur. (n addiUmt 10 the LdxKr Coftlmunon, hlanc escablished 
whal he pompo^yoallrd ihe Lalm P^ibameiH. which wasacmdly an ad hoc 
labor Assembly, compowd of three debates from ewy trade cosponihon of 
union. Of the three delegates, one wirs to funcuon as pan of the Labor 
Comrntsston itself, wtule the Other two would: attend the meetings of ihe Labor 
Assembly. 

On March 1. the first meeting of the Lmceenbourg Comctussiori drew about 
deputies fm timE they were 10 mimber more dian TOG) from "various trade 
utiionE," as SlaiH uyi, bp take 'plaoes larmcrly oecupled by the peers of 
Franioc,'"*^ an aUu^on to the Luxembourg Palace. Almon iimncdiaLcly ahcr 
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opening this first ctEPcsj] StSSloTi, fujwewci^ Blsivc came Up agSlfliH miliWnt 
workers' demands for an appreciable reduruen in die Jengfh at ihe work daj^ 
and for the atwlUlpTii of the mdr^Jiandia^^ ^ system in ^hidl pJYaSilfc 
middlemen^ standing between the cmpiDyers and die worUers, dismbured 
)4ba to workem'iti reium For ^ $]Ke of ch^lr c^nliri^. PcarEut oi antagonizing the 
propenled eU.'ues, Blanc says in liis memeij, he did not want 10 W cm ihese 
(.wn demands tight away, ''without having previnusLy appealed Ic the 
employ^ns for then advice cm so delio^if ^ SLthjeoi"^^ He Uied to pcrsuiide 
the werkers to drop their demands, an efforv he confesses, that was not 
"warmty received." 

There was a gloomy silence, forcninner of some coming smig^^ and 
iTidted., SCMCely hsd S- Itunutc dapsed, when a great number of wmlsinicn, 
rising altogether and talking loud, decbred chat tiO kind of labor shoold be 
resumed until ibc two demands had been conceded.^ 

indeed, Blanc Cried eariMStly Co get employers to partidpatc as equals in 
discussions with worfeers ai ihe Luxembourg Palact Over the next month* ht 
^UCee^srul^ negotiited aj^ecmenls to end strikes, which had become fairly 
commonplace in France. Blanc appears W have had vitiually no undersLanding 
that capitalists and workers were urecondJahle opponents, and he consiStentLy 
opposed cja*s ConflicLs as socially harmful. Nevenhckss, the Luxembourg 
Commission, wUh the Labor Assembly, was Uic nearest thing to an institution- 
ailZed Counterpower againsi the Provisional Govetninent that the Partsozn 
working class had. In William Sirwell’s judgment the Commission constimted 
the "focus and organLiauonal oenrer of il\e workers' IflOWment Ih l&4d.'' 

Alihough US onkUl function was only advisory, revDluiioTiary workers saw 
its role in much bfrier lenrui let the words of the cabinet makers' delegates, 
its Lash was nothing less than daboraung "the consnnipgn of Jahor,'" and 
Louis Blanc himself charac terized the commission as "the Estates General of 
the people."^ ^ 

Indeed the Labor Assembly uHtmately was aWc DO compel the PVtwlSKinal 
Gcvuemmenl not only to abolish the moKCihflndiagj bon to adopt a ten-hour day 
for Parisian wrakers snd eleven for those in the provmccs. CThe provtslcmd 
GovemmenL lo be sure, reslsied these demands, but when the delegates 
threaiened to leave ihe Labor Assembly cn masse—which would have 
ellmlnaied the Assembly aliogcther—it subrniiAcicLl Moreover, the Commission 
could celebrate its role in suecesshilly nuuatlng sevctal soctaE workshops, most 
notably a Journeymen tailors' eooperanve at ihe. abandoned Otchy prison, 
which turned out cloaks for the NadonaJ Guard. But despite much, talk ahtiuE 
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tt5 funcban u France's second 1c];isialivic hcn4S^^ CommlsnoTi 

hiti noflt cf (hfi powtf, k( Silons eh* ir«oyrcea possessed by the Cttd; Chamher 
of Peers In ihe eaiLy days of iJnc February Revolupon, viatic had IniluHy 
propuied die CMaiJon pT a Mmisuy oF Ijibor and Pro^tresi u pan trf ihe 
govemmenl; Itself, with. hJL aiilhoTity to carry oUL (he potUtkli It dcftned 
necessary. But die other itiitiiscera had found the prcspeci gf BLanc a 

^Igrirfieapt roLs in (h< govertimenL to be iniolerabLe, desphe his baskdly 
noodnale virwa. Mtntstcr ol PubJk Wi^rks Mane later oekhraied (he fact, that, tn 
response 10 BUnc'S proj) 0 »l. cKe govcmraeui had been 

sullklendy cnergebc to refuse this daitn^ behind which s( MW efeatly both 
the dKtMOnhip of (his man and die coEniriete ind imipcdvit uphcivai of 
ihe socait orcter, yet wks unabfr to do cthowtse thin Jcconl him the 
foundiUon of the [LiuionbourE] Commasooni.^ 

Created by Ldmafttnc and has amijes, ihc Luxembourg CommissUm vrss 
soon reduced to a lar^ly decomttve and InsuhstaiKiaL endty whose pvrpf>se 
was (0 appease milUatil Wodwrs who wanted a soaai uepuhlle Morenwr, bj^ 
making Blanc its chatnuan and Albert ils vice-chairman, Lamardctc shrewdly 
shwciLed ihc (WO radicals out of the cabnnw and marooned thcin In the |xaLacc, a 
[Xjwerlestr it massive showplec*. As Mao was lo put rt. (hroLigh the 
LuKembouTH C(nnmts.sl(m, 

the raprcKnuitlves of (he working class were banished horn the seat of the 
Provisional Ogsemment, die bou[|iecib part of whKh rtumed (he real state 
powrr md iht tens of arimmistratlon (Jedtisvefy m j(s hmdlt; Ujle 
side wuh (he (ntnisum of Finanex^ Trade and Public WorltiL side hy side with 
the Bank and the Bouise. there arose a s«idf4c whose high pTKSISv 

Lnuii Blanc and Alben. had (he rask of discovenng ihc promised kuid, of 
pfcachmg ike new gospel and of providiiig work for (he Puts iHotetOriaL 
Unlike any profane state power, they lud no budget, no exccuitve authonty 
a( (heir disposal. ... Whtle the Luxembourg SDU|jh( the phlt0SOphcr''s sloiic, 
in (he Hotel dc Vilt they raiulcd the current c-omage.-fi 

Nonetheless it shauld be noted that with (be Luxembourg CommisslO'n, 
Bbnc was genuinely trying io create rhe only socialuUc iLtcmative that a 
predominantly artisanal economy could have adopted (0 countervail the 
giowih of Induitna! capltaltsm. Blanc's "socialist synagogue"' xaugbl Ic crcsie 
producers' oagperatlveL nadorialire the Bank oE France and (he rallmads, 
provide financuJ aid to a few expeinniHital sooal workihopav encourage labor 
assaaaaons. and guancnlee the "ra^l lo work”. In iu tfpofl lo (he gowernmerU, 
dcarty pfepaaed by Blanc, the luaenibovrg ConunUwh prepuied to eslabhsh 
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jt^CuLluriJ ccLDnks m every dcpaiUncnt eif Fmicx, each lo be. compoicd oF Ji 
hnindred EamsLlts, wlLh wmimtjn Eucchfiu jud laundiita. and also model 
housing oompIcKcs with their own scHools, nujserves, llbiunes^ bJlhs, amd 
g^den^ Long imlid|>adng reForivts (tut to be adopted genenaticins btei, 
Blanc hoped cn see all workers provided with old-age pensions and stale- 
sponsored tnsurance For the iJI and llnandally deprived. Reformist and mocbsi; 
as these gods seem today, such proposals went Linnovalive and even radical in 
ISWs France 

ocher hind (d socialism could have consdCuted an altemajove to 
i^italisici dunng the middle of the nineteenth oentiuy, when Fnjicx was in a 
transition from a preindusCrial enorunny to a modem industrtal eapitaJist one 
Socialism m the later sense of 0 nattOCljUied economy wodd have been cat of 
the quesdon: few substantial brainhes of production esdsledv span from 
milrcads and banksv that could be CakEU uvrr by a republican state. Nor was ^ 
factoiy^hascd socialism feasibly the faccoey system, while iC bad grown by leaps 
and bounds m Britaitv bad not yet Tendered the Frencb aniSWli workshop a 
margin?! and subordinalc fonu of productive activity. Siik turtles were shli 
made marnly in small worksbops m Lyon; and although cotton goods were 
spun and woven by machine in large factortei^ the Industry wn$ suH of 
secondary ImpOiUTiM, Ai For Proudhonism, that, aitemadve amotinted W 
retreating tc an economy that was already obsolete If any coopcTativc economy 
was to come to Fratncc. it eould not have been in a Mandsi, ProudhonSsl, or 
Cabcoan foma; 1t would have to be a scheme that, like Blanc's, was suited lo ao 
artisanal economy, aJi its weaknesses and Stamm not withstanding. 

hpi at besi, the sodal workshops could have been only a bfahe Ctt ihr 
growth of the factory system—they cmjld hatdly have been a substitute for ie 
t!hiCc Englaiid hEid Lnlioduced machinieTy for mass productioti. no country 
cmatd oompeie with British goods. To create a cooperative ecoaromy^ Fiance's 
ordy aJlemative would have been lo iwfate itsdf From the world market, on 
which many of her artisans, espedally her silk worfeers, depeivded Eot their 
prosperity. By the nineteenth MUtUiy, ihe ascent of capitalism was all but 
impossible to arrest, and nothing short oF ctHiipkle economic isoLalion—a 
TUtnouJ economic autarehy.-^ciuld have pnevenled cheaply manufaecured 
commodities from ultimately subvernng itwjSt ptelndusttfal systems of 
productlOti- 

1n any case. Blanc's social workshops, olihougb the mosi Imporunt plan to 
slow the advance of tndusuiaJ capitalLsin, were never seriously adopted. As we 
wit] see in the nem chapter, a scheme of "National WorffSbopi'^was Introdtioed 
ihai, despite Its simflarity in name to Blanc's socisi workshops, bore no 
rdalio-nship whatever to tiis own socialist goal and. if anything, was used to 
discrcdil il 
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THE CLUB MOVEMENT 

Ev«n belwc iht Febniary Revoltitian^ as biavc seen, Fiiri^ liad been ibe 
center of secitt societies jind UJegal working-cLass nrgartliJtKsns Th^ suitess df 
the T£vcilu[tnn produced a pciLlticaJly active club movement ttvat uas 
unprecedented in France sdnee the heyday of the Great RevoJudon. Otihg^ as 
will ai wfirkeri' corpftrap&ns^, edvcadiWiil »Cltd», and rudimentary trade 
tirunns, emcT]ged everywhere. Located in all the ned^borhoods of Pf tls, many 
of these tlnbs bore i sWpedioai r««nblan« TO the old settltmaJ aiserabbes of 
179^3, and they quickly became thriving, centers for educating, discusshig, and 
mohdizinj the city’s taost mifilanl worheis and intriteclusJs, often with a vi^w 
toward direcLly intepretiitig In iht Ch/s political life, 

In the weelcs fcdfowimg the Februar)' batTtoades. few pEupfe understood the 
pocenoahty uf the dub mervement more clearly than Auguste hlatiqUlt, who had 
been freed from bk$ domesdo eeile in binds cm February 24 and was hasleTung 
to Paris as the Pncmsional Government whs beinj fonned On February i5, 
scarcely a day after the lung's abdication, Bfan-qui spohe befi?re the Club de 
Prado in a large dance hall, where he Eoixeftill)' declared thar under the new 
PnovtsionaL Government, 

France is not Tcpubllcan. The Fevolurion that has just passed is nothing 
more than a happy surprise ... Leave the men in the Hotelde-ViUe to theif 
impotence; their feebleness is a sure sign of their fall- Thetr power is but 
ephemeral; we—we liave rhe people and the dubs, where we shall organize 
them m ncvoludonary fashiun, as was the way of the Jaooblns of 

Fur 3 time It seemed that this prcdtclion uf dub empowermenL might suOh 
be fulfilled. Shortly after the munareby fell, at kait iUJ pgitneaL dubs were 
fonri'ed In [h« greai'Sr Fans area, 144 of which bdouged to a common 
federation. Feter H. Amann, in his study of this mass dernocra^y, 
constn'ptivdy estimates that total membership in the Parisian efuhs 
numbered from 50,000 to 70,000, but "'a somewhat higher figure itt ihe 
neighborhood of one hundred thousand setflM mote hkely.” So avidly 
mvcfvcd were workers in the dub moveinenL that in mid-March, when the 
noveilsL George Sand found herself locked otlL of her apartment, she had. the 
greatesE difficulty finding a Locksmith. They were all attending club meetiugs 
As Amann puts it, ''Within a few weeks a muss tnovemcni bad taken rouE'’— 
arid an urgaTiizcd mass movement at that.^^ 

By mtd-Apnl, every neighborhood and (JrrgrHiisiemCTj jn the capital had 
cluhi, mainly workers' clubs, whose meetings often drew thousands of 
meinbcTS jind informal partLdpauts- The isuger clubs usuBilly mel in sohOol 
buildings, oburetiesv dance hdb. munidpal builddiigs, and even in CBf«. They 
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vaiwd, ct>riS*deral% in ^imflunt: some wete. -vtry formBily ofRaniicd, sucti as 
the 50drie ^ DnflCs dt I'Hommt. wtiilc Qckcrs wnre ClUtre mrort^ and evvn 
free^whecLinf;. A [w dubs consclwisljf m*ini:jiii.e[l ODtitinuitiei with the past 
Some tidd meitihef e who had bdonged (o the secret. socftUcs: of Ser^hietn ^lub 
presidents in mid-Maich Ji&4€ whose potllka] badcj^nounds are known, len 
were vewrws oFthe prer£VQlLidt>mr)i' seoret sodedes, mosl notably ULanquiand 
Barbes, who bad. been the Icadin^j; in ibe Saisotu during the The 

rtictr Tiidical clubd tended to suMMdt themsclvts true '-secikinB" or “cdls," 
jusi. as the lUegsd societies imder the tnonajcby had done, despite the laci lhai 
such subdiviSfonS were now superfluous Olhei dubs consciously invoked 
nsmes drawn Eh^m die Great Bevolutlori^ sueb a /nwhiFiS. MPKti^gwirdj, Amu 
du Peupie, et Fruteirntb:^ and Gmtmune. Ainon^ iW tevoludonary 

periodtcskls that appeared were those titled toif DucJiePie and Vieior CondeiicT'. 
Invoking the lUjemoTy of Hftbetl'j and E>eSillOUllnSi''S papers or more than a half 
century caiticr. 

But most o[ the duhshad no roots in the earlier secret societies. SigTiiiicanity. 
a Urge number of rhem bad names indudim the woeds WiHt and Wsrltm. 
Moreover, the dass compositirm of the duhs was schlrlng. Among half of the 
178 dub prcsidenls whose oecupations are known, 

Z3 percent were workers, 22 penoent intdleauals (wnurs, JoumaElStSy 
professors), 21 percent bourgeois (employers, proprietors, rnanagens,. 
rasters—thriugh this last CStegory is ambiguous); IS percent white-coUafr 
workers (ranging Enom clerk ihrough bookkeeper to priest). ^ percent 
members of the "popular bourEeoisie" of wineshop owners, rooming house 
operators, modest greengTO>cers; and ^ percent unig^hsacy students^ 

At least halt of the dub pwSldenii thus consisted of workers and intellcctuaJs, if 
students are irtduded among the Utrer. This high propnrtlOTi of workers aod 
mieilleocuafs ts dassical in rcvoLultotuity situadons; in later uprisings revolu¬ 
tionary groups were often marked by even more radical InteltettUils, in fact, 
than workers. Indeed, the intelligentsia—mainly public individuaJs and 
proiessLortaU — SPpplKd the kadcTS of organizatians that were predominantly 
working dass in composition and orientation. 

Eu 1^0. the dubs held their meeting with CKiraotdinary hequetity Et was not 
uncommon for them to convene as often as four or hve rug^its a week, a frequenty 
eodolent of the nujiicrous section meetings during the (ircal Scvolutlcn. Moflt of 
the chibs soil formally bmlted [heir meeungs lo twice a week, but this semiweekly 
scheduk eotomc’oly Igncitd dvnng l^hmaty and klarch. Blanqui's Central 
Republican Society—or Club Blanqui. ao it bruiUaifly calW,—mei ^wery 
evening with ihc CKCcption of Sundays Rules wt« ofwti hoUPred in the breach; 
mpoy clubs Iwnctioned with rramnrf fonnality, especially those whose meetings 
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uwe [tfckfd with [hmiHcudi of tunmituoiis workers^ and aAifndscuDC in the more 
tmpoftani dub& ohen ran inta ihe ihouSiittds. 

In ^ddiCioR liO the nummous duhs. the radical paJitical culture uf ]^4Q 
Lticluded a buigpundn^ re^-olujloiMiy pressv whkh lortncd A t^lsd lifebne 
(xcweieti the dubs arni the people. The dubsmed both pasters and penadiicflls, 
espedaby neighborhood ones, t& anntHItlce ihcir meclrngS and Ertiblish their 
minutes. The avidly read journals also publljh^d passionatt ^aponf. 
According w an official MUTH, there were 171 rrawspapers in the capital, 
althougfi ocJj^ a mLnarity were able tp survive more than a few weeks. ‘WotJdUg- 
class tielghbothuods in paitiodar were Quoded with posters vodang a host of 
opinions^ paraphlets advancing crlddsins and dennands. and the spccdies of 
lecturers and street oratars. Along with twganiied dub meetings, ihls 
eleciTlIytfng level of discusskm piroduced a debiiuiii al radical Fervor. To the 
privileged classes it seemed rhat the Hevolutlon had unleashed a social monster 
that only force could finally subdue. 

Several the dubs enjoyed enormous presiyge, partly because famous 
tadtcal leaders had hdped to create them, and pat^y because of ihecr radical 
views. Amoitg the most important was Blanqui's Central Republtcan Sodeiy. 
which attrsewd hundreds, posstbly ihoUHinds to a single meeting, induding 
many spectators curious to see ihe notorious black-coated and blad^gloved 
revolubonBjy par ejcDcbetice. by shifting its meeting places lo various locabons 
m the Opital, the Club Blant^UJ tnjimged to reach a Large cross-secdon of (he 
Farisian worldng class. Its meetings were notahk for [hed open and often 
heated discussions of ideas, and fOr the profusion of oratory that, as Amann 
observes, "Blanqfui made no attempt to deminaic."^^ But to Join the Oub 
blanqui was no frivolous affair a prospeedve memher bad to have two 
members as bsitkere and sign a written oath of support 

Edenne Cabci's Central FTitemal ScKieiy,oti the Other hand.wjs tvouble for 
tbe fornuibty of its proceedings and the authoiitariart behavior of its founder. 
Cabet had created a dogitlitk: sett—the Itarians—based on his imniensdy 
popular novel, V^!yagt ia Jeuno. and his widely read periodical, Le Rtpuktn. 
Some 4000 men and 1000 women belonged to the club, the majorily of whom 
Were working people and were apparendy inejineiiKd by their (wmoui leader. 
In ihe W4cks immediately following the February uprising, the Centrial 
Fratrnial Sodely drew enormogs worklft^daS& audiences, pasilbly larger than 
any other club By this time the word ootrununufe was being used throughout 
Palis, and as a lerm oF opprobrium U was replacing (UKUrltislie, wbkb had been 
Used so promiscuously in the Great Revoludon. Although Cabci tiimsclf was 
anyUithg but a mibtanl, ccmnuutisitie [-eimfled the respectable Strati of SCKie^. 
much to the glee-of the workers. CabeE's Central Fraternal Sociely was baskaliy 
ncKncevotulionajy and hu views were wrpnsingly tepid, but in the firing of 
Parisian worlters etvered him. In ^Mareh and April the sect’s discipline 
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waojLd Lnn|iaranly propel Cabet and mrnmunqtnK m (tic TDrcftionL oE events. 
Comparable m its didrurlic tone m Cabet’i dub was Frances Rasp^lVi S« 6(=J< 
dc; ^ir Prtjpk {Friends of Lbe PeOpleL whkti vu more an eduattom] 
(orunv ihan a poliliail attna. Tiaspiail was ividd)- rispecied by ihe worker* for 
bu* (e*ied conrinucrrieni to their uitcrestA, but unlike Bliiiqui lie tended (b 
frelurc Kis aiMlicncies nilhw ihan lisien m ihenL Aj dniis hw '’emme*." n he 
^Itd them, drew as many a± +0OG people. Bui none of these dubs (onpvcd 
In slu with the olikT drs Pwl* dr i'HomiHe, whidt daun«d newly i 

IOOJIWO meinbem of ihem in Paris. The dub. reborn in 184B alicr its 

suppresfion In the ]&3€^. w-^s a riers^attibin aHdCWHm Uhu vj^^udy tlpMised 
the kdeil* iJf poliCtcal equaltl)^ wmanMd m Robespleme^s Pnambte ID (he 
CffMliEUCkm d( DFiged with qma-soddistic Efi40s concepts of |tis4|ce tu 
cfntral CfHnmtttee induded Amiand B^arh^. and U rewvrd suhsidtt* trom 
Ledru-RDllin's Mmisby of InEerlof. Pespii« m actempE to make tEself mu a 
dtScLpllned mllLtacy arganizadoTi^ die Dnoits was marked ntorc by LdeDlo|;l^l 
eiinruaicin than by ooherencc. In addition to tiis rok In the r^l4* etub, ^rbib 
alu collected a loUowiiiE in. the CJub dr In RdvoiiitloH, or Club Rarbts, whtctl 
^ined a measure of fame mainly becanise he was its Leader. 

Apiirt froni these "hig name" duhs. many sinatler and more EraliSleni dubs 
abounded everywhere Auempis W unite them into a common revoliutianaTy 
iimvement gave rise to various orj^rtizational alliaTices bul the rlfecLIveriess of 
lhe*< allitiTiccs was limjtcd. The most famous was (h^ RcvolutWtiat 7 -ConieniLlct 
of the Club of Clubs, whkh pUyed tm imponont role m bringing vaneu* clubt 
inlo cfintucL with one another, boih wilhin Pans and withtruL Like the OrolCj, 
the Club of dubs (ook subsidies from ihe Mlhlsury of lni«nor and wu sction^ 
inspired by [.jedni'Rollm. bur 11$ most important htnedon seems to have been to 
hnrtjt rcpubltoan ideas and propa^iaitda to ihe provinces, and to proiide 
m-ioimiuon about the prmTnces to PsrS* Indeed, ih# many iKcouniA oE 
pTDVjnctal Tev^rlucMinvy aonvny dur a(ppeaj'od. tn the Club's reprirts premde the 
hutDtian «ith one of the iium soiuch of infonnMion abOalE pcdtUCli IcIIVliy 
WlSide PMis Qiher (odentfw I^ubs, hke die Cenmail Denwenuc Socwcy pnd tt* 
nval.^ thi Cenlral OHiundllee for the Gcncnil Elcctiinis, were bllle mnre thwr 
lempDnry cimoral coaliCkms. mwilT deugned VH promote the mtddlt-ciw 
ncpiihhcan undidaEcs lo die Coitstitucnt AsscmlrV 

Wllh ii\ its nuny rivalrk^t coallEkmiL irueracEkmsK furtenons, and »cr«l 
supporten. what is dnportami about the club moveinenl U tluk. tn conjunction 
MeIii the LuMmbour;g's Labor AJScmWy, H fdmwtt pan of an independent 
wof|dng<]ao* pou^r (hi; was emerging a^inst the Provinoiul Govemnutlt A* 
Antanti observes, the dubs "eouidiuted ihe apex, the revolution en |Nnimdnetnee, 
(he ipOpular will ocsjmized, insEituCionaiitod. har[lcned.““ Indeed, same of Uk 
dubi saw (hemscLves as performing preclsd-y ihts sort of role, The DemociBitJc 
Club of Blancs Hsmteaux. for example, openly dictared: 
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Thr Ifiembtfi oF (Iw JCoflSOPeml A39imt>F>' a(nf oijr ctfllegHii, yei thi 
SDVCFfign people does not rdliKfuish Lti powers and must WFitcK ovicr the 
disrtnisiioas of the depu.i1«. The dubs itiwst nec^-wnly be ibe wice of (he 
people aiid the expression of us 

The Strong iroptLceiicm of ibis statement ■$ (hot the clubs were indeed s 
separate power^ ooimlicrposcd to the Provisiona] GovemttuctiU 3ts were the 
worhers' eorpotnioni whose (tele^sws gjihemf in the LuMemhourg Palace. 
Nor did thegoveminent ilsetf faiJ to ignore the danger that (he duhs^ together 
with the Luxembourg's Labot AsiemWy, posed to its SovcT<ig)(^(y. William H. 
SewelE, Jr.i has argued ihat the ‘"wadiers' corpoffacioos were the dascst 

equivalent, in to the sections of Whether the workers' 

corporations and the dubs eould have actually become a dual power is 
arguable. hventuaLly, the Luxembourg Assembly was dissolved fin bet, it was 
always a completely powerless body}, and the Corporations thai made 11 up 
cessed to constitute "'utlHS ol governmeni^” as Atwell has called (hem, 
comparable to ihe sections of the Great Revoluhon.^^ Many dubs, on the 
cuher hand, remained rooted in (he neighborhoods of Paris, sts (he earlier 
sectionj had been, and discussed a wi(i,e range of polLticfli as well as economic 
tssues. 

Proudhon toade the bright sugetsilotl, 1n Ms penodical Ic fteprriienCinti du 
pcuple (Apnl 2S, that the mass democracy of the dubs ooutd become a 

popular forum where the sodal agenda of the rcvoludcm cotsld be prepUMd for 
use by (he Consihtueui Assembly—a proposal that would essentially have 
defused the potency of the clubs as a potentially rcbdlioiis dusd power. Owing 
to the intransigmoe of the govemtliHit, which refused tfl yidd the Itasl amoum 
of Its power to any popubr auibority^ Proudhon's suggestion came to nothing. 

The Revolution, patently iivcomplctc, weis being pulled in two dlre^CCtons: 
by distinclly worhing-cLaSi demafKls on one ilde and a convenEtonal middle- 
class republic on the other. This growing tension between mulually 
suspicious dasscs could not oonliiiue 10 SXtSI for long^ bu( could easily 
Ignite IniO in open conflict it any lime. In the days and weclts following ihc 
Tebruaty hatricades, the government had secretly hulll Up Its miUtiTy forces 
while the worltera. for whom the passage of dme without victory was an 
enemy, girded themselves for a renewed confrontalion. In revciluilotu, where 
weehs idescope months ?lvd cnottlhi (descope yeses, the eonfioniation was to 
cumc with rapidity and fury. 
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CHAPTER 17 ‘'Defeat of the Revolution!” 


Evict rcvcilulion LhaL fidii Lo Cdmplese (ts WCiaL uiks immcdiarely opens chc 
i/vsy LO MUnDftrevoJucion snd fina]^ Lis own bloody acmihGatioii. This prvndpJc 
caji be Taken as ahsalutcly Eixcd. The vacuum ihaT j)n. UAfiUtlsheJ r^oLuUdn 
leaves behind is quiddy JilJed by iu cnemliS, who^ wmeomes presEndni 
Lhetnsclves 3t$ "tdmpromuserSv" '‘ntalisiSj.’’ and "reasonable" men, try tn harness 
the rfis'oLunon and sceer the ener^ il has churned up Lerward Lis erwn 
destruclion. In ihc English RcvolulLcm irre-Soluie l.evelkfs gueh as LUbume 
railed to ihelir tnHuenct Widi the amay to move dccasLvely ^insl Qomwctl', 
and in the Great Frendt Revolution the enrols. Ladkiixg any oODcdinaUng 
leadership, were TuanipulJiKd by MWS( md deJuvered nver to the Commiuee of 
Pubdc Safety A hesJtani revnlution is a doomed revolution. 

Tbc moment when a revoluticinary situatjnn cteits and the tnSWt^niS are 
psyehtjlogpcaUy prepared to take OOtllTOl tif MOeiy ts therefore cnsciat. Even a 
delay of ievetal day* may resuH in the eh^iing of the cevoLutionary lidc. Few 
Tcvolunoniary leaders understood tlus more clearly than Lctlln, who on the eve 
of the October Kevolution demanded art immedme insuncctlon, m opposition 
ti.t most td hl$ own ooHeagues, aind thiiestejied to resign bom tbc Bolshevik 
Central CommaUee because of its dilaCDry behavior 

The Parisian wojrker* of 1S4S, having overthrown the monarchy, had 
arrived aijust such a moment, yet their leaders were unwilling to S<Lie H and 
replace the government thai LjmaTiine and hrs allies had set up with a truly 
social republic. Like the July Monafrehy, the Proiisional Govemrtvsnt had been 
broughl to power by an insurrcctioTif and It* pTmcipal leaders— with the 
exeeptlon of Blanqui, ElaspaiJ^ and possibly the weary Cauwldlire—were once 
again committed gradudists Blatic, with hi* hazy notions o-f IraLcmily 
between employers and thdi employees, was wholly unwilling lo try to matdi 
the growine armed fOfrtS of the government with an independtme. woikang- 
dass force. ’Mesmerized, by the Idea] of Jo R^puMufue, hamstrung by a limited 
nciuon oif sociaLism*—anisa:Tial ajiiooarloniam—and led by the irresolute 
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Blianc. the rcvcrluticin chiil l}ic worhm nude in Pcbrtijry left tragifally 
incomplew. 

To be simc. ordinsLiy Parisian warkeis understood the need to continur the 
rtvoluiwn, M M Udjt to SCCUtliUlaw theLr ov/n icOKS of weapons, in 
arndpalkm of a struggle to defend it. [n turn, the new gnvrmntenC. and the 
Jassei it reptiesenied realised that the ant« possessed by the wojLang people 
ccitisdtuted the {p’eattsl potendaL thnearthey fiaeed. Cdt the momii^ nf February 
^5, the dary of the wnflln dte ted. Hag, a group of workera »n ihe Plate de 
G[^ had demanded that the Lmmense arsimL s?f ihe old iie^cne at Vineennes 
be turned over to ihc people—a demand the government firmly opposed 
cnnvitvced that the woiters must not be permitted to accumulate evEn more 
weapons than they had, Lamartine sent out Flocon lo qiuer them. Flocon then 
itceompanied a group of workers to Vincennes, wh^ hr BlJowed them 10 lake 
only a few thousand muiskeiSH ■carehdly wtthbolding the giwat bulk of the 
weapons and ammunition that wem stoned in the footress. Laenafitine, il is 
worth noting afterward dasped Rocon's hands and fervently ihankcd hirri fot 
"pTcsetvjtig the njTlcuwl arsenals"—amd for using his radbcaJ ceedendals ip 
pacii)' the Raubonrg SdinL^Antcime.' Once in power. Flocon. ostensibly a ladicaL 
only days before, made every cJfon W CCHiCtol the iJWSMS arid M place the rpns 
oE govemnHnt seenrely In the hands oJ the phvde^d classes. 


RB-mUTlON AND COUNTERREVOLUTION 

The new ndm^ classes abo realized that to retain power they would have lo 
create a reliable mllitaty Ibrioft SuperlC^T to anything the working dass eonkd 
organize. From the very Enrrmeni they took, office, even as Blanc was naively 
echoing Lamartine's appeals bo JhilerFiiCe. class cooperiitiPn. iind republican 
unliy, the rest of the Prcnnalonal Gefvemment’s ndnisjieTS began to syslem- 
aiicatLy assetcible a vsmely oif military forces that could be used to OOtlDP^ the 
wcirkmg<las5 movemecip EjmaTune, in pardoulai, had nodoed that unruly 
workmg^biss boys and teenagers played a major role in the barriimde flgtilitif, 
owing to [h(1r ywitti, they were the boldest and msMi wchles of the 
insurreciionarics. Sensing that their adventurous behavior could propel any 
populair unrest mio an armed LnsuTTCclicm. the foreign mlnlMisr shtewdly 
decided to harness them into a special force in the govEmment's service. In one 
of his earliest decrees during the early mormng of Pdriuary UmaTUne 
esiabbshed the Mobile Guard, a force to he composed of youths between 
sixteen and thirty years of agg. In the uexL Eew week$, some 2^.000 youths, 
almosi entirely from the working daas, wer-e teofuited SniO nveruy-rouir 
tiatlallmis and placed ar the dlspoalilon of ibe govemroerLi. 
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TIie McbGc diiaid, uxiiLkc ihc National Guard, no citizens’ militia: on the 

conrraty, members were sm^c men housed In [he1e own barradis ^rtd 
iSolaied bs much as possible froin the genftal population. The govicrntnenl Look 
ev^ty precaution to- keep them from fraternizing wiih (heir Fellow ciuzens in the 
neii^hbnrttDods. They wicrc given distinctive uniforms Jiid were armed and 
etjUipped at the saate^S expenic. Caieftilly uained In Luhan Pi^hung. they were 
treated as an elite oorps, flattered as the F^ervermrent's praettnians, and slowty 
Weaned from any loyflJty to chelr own wcaai cia?^ They were (fven psld i w^e 
of a hrane ^itd a daify—a rel^tivdy coinicmable sum foa- singLe young men.. 

^\tthjough they were allowed to elect their own cdlkers, the olJiccm they elected 
had CO be lapproved ly ihe commanding general and the minisier of war, who- 
wue professional miLtary men detached from the re^lar army. 

Almost alone among the rtpiutbllcan leaders, ftlanqni reco|naed that the 
ware precisely iha praetorian guard of ihe privileged classes and that 
they constituted a sword pointed at the very heart of wodkinj^-class resislartct. 
From the fiMi meetbigs of hss CenwsJ Republitin Soetecy, h* vs^ns-iMly 
denounced che recruLlment of this exrremeJy dangerous force, calling not only 
for its disbandment but for that of all other pcofcssioTial military forces For their 
part, the ruling classes knew chal they were taking a dangerous ^mble in 
creadng the Mbhife Giurd. As working-dass ‘'children" or yotadts in the main, 
their poliikal allegjiances WTre uncertadn. In the event of a working-class 
msurrection, wotild these y^iung men stand with their famillei and neighbors In 
thcLT discncu? Or wouid they obey their officers? This ambiguity was heightened 
precisely by thdr youthful brav'ado., which had verged on unorntrollahle elation 
m ch^ fece of battle- 'V?^'3ioever gained the loyai^ of the moJiEfa It was suspected, 
would, control Paris. Uport viewing a parade of the M.ohile Guard and other 
military uruCs on the Gbamp de Mars, Tocqueviflc nen-ousfy opined: 

The battalions of the Garde Mobile uttered vartous estefamations, which Left us 
ftdf of doubt and acudely as Co the Intention of th«e lads, Dr rather childteri, 
who St thst tlinie more thsn any other held our desrintes m their hands,^ 

The workers, for their part, uneasily ohseaved the ProvtslOrisl Govemmeiu. 
sequestering their "childTen" in bairraicks, then using re^lar army oFTierrS CO 
indocCrirtaCc them. They tried, as best they could, to TCJCh th^lrsons and resenre 
dteir sense of class idendiy. But for the tirst months nf the force's OXL^Ctloe, 
their political ideas—if they had any- remained hidden In their barradiB. 

As For the acidsl sims oF the Kesulucicin, the workers, who knew Utelr enemies 
well, were becoming guarded, even ua Blaatc mad to- esiaiblish a few token social 
workshops They viewed with alarm not only the fcrimadon of the Mobile Guard 
but die teslstanee and increasing arrogance of the well'eq|Ulpp$d bourgeois 
National Gu^ds toward the oooimon people. And they tccik note of die gru^ing 
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bcLIigerencfi al iht empioyet^ aTid iht SrtdilHg liMnwi of (he privilcgpd clasps 
L^.iward the wdtWs' sociaL ajms. Ev^n if Blaivc did ncK, u^aFb4:rl9 the 
LunwmbOTitig and the wlSwm wiarifcrs in PflriS gentrail)' resdked ihey ini^t 
be (hremn intjo a sertoais cnlLiaion with the privileged, daase$ ct ih? reditu. 


THE NATIONAL WORKSHOPS 

Shotl]^ ahjtr (he Plscii de Gl^ h>d been clrtrcd of insut^mts in February, a 
^lumg cngincfiT, tmilc ThomaB, foameily a snident at the tcoJe Cencrale, 
appiwched the minuts pf public worhs^ Marie, with a pioppsaL Thamas, an 
ambtnptii msn, twl a iano.tvl vision oF n ti#w Ftancc iti whidi all wcsTkeis VJOtild 
evencually broomc prosperous enough to bconne tnembeis of ihe bourgeoisie, 
j^s a step in (he realiEJdion of this ulofiia, be suggested that ihe unetnpfoyed be 
rounded up and given lempocaty empJoyioenr In pwbhc wfOtkl ihtrffUgb A stale- 
subsidized and staleeontrolLed system of "National Wodohops'’ 

Tp Marie, a member pf ibc erstwhJe dynastic opppsition, the prospect oi 
neutralizing unntsc among ihe untmployisd, fyy PflirisEbmlng (hem 1nio dienis cl 
ihc state was irresislibk. On March 23 the imrusicr of puiJir: works advis^ the 
youflg cnEtnect (Thomas was only Iwcnty-si* at (he lime) (hat the government 
was prepared to accept his proposal and gfve a flvemlPiOTi'franc subsidy (0 
establish the Workshops.^ The miruster then took Thomas aside and told him to 
take difl unemployed "in hand" and "allstch them'' to hrimscilf. He should spare 
Up expense in ctieanng hes wcffkshops^ advised Thomas, and he placed (he 
Tiunhsiry'5 "secret fund” al his disposal. 

Naively, the new dfrrClM asked Matic, "Whji( ob^ert, tflhcr than public calm, 
havf yiour reoomnficndatiims?” To which ihemiiiisierTieiJied: "Public safeiy. Do 
you think you can manage to command your men altogether? It may be that the 
day ii near when K will be necessary EO march them iniP iht suects"—ihal is, 
agsinst (heir felLowf workers. In tacs. Thomas proceeded to follow Marie's 
icoorRmcndadom and organize the Workshop enroLleest numbcrnig some 
120,000 at (heir peak, into miKiary^iyle units—such as compatues, banabons, 
and brigades—under bis pwn commarMi, with subordinare oEBaats composed 
oi hrs middle-class studeni fnends. In elTect, with Thomaf's sssiSHSWe, Maiye 
l«d created sull anoU>tr pplcnlipJly -counterricvajutionary army. 

Tbe iminediate impact of the attnouncement of the Nadonal Workshops was 
to drivs 's 1-00,[100 unemiployed Frendimen from the provinces into (he capital, 
seeking KmjrorafTy work. Those who were given Jobs were paid two francs 
daljy, a. very modest wage for men with families and Other enpensej. But an 
sdditlcinal 541,000 prcmndals artived for wfipm ihcce were no Nalional 
Workgbop iobs ac all. Once Ln Paris, They lingebed in ihc tUy, adding Ut the 
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hun£;sr iJid rescleiSntSS ihai: txisceti aiti'Cirig llit working class g.cnfjal3y. 5oine 
National Workshop cnroDecs were jpiveo tio scciial work lo pdrlorm, a GwrgeS 
Dxivrau ofescr-Ts: 

The woikers enrolled in (Ih Natioraj Workshops spent most of their Omc 
pliying hifUii-dfi and maluog sp^aches m prase of the sodsJ-democial 
Republic. Here and there a few were to be tound eaniir^ tine or [Wi> 
bairrii?w|o?dJ of sand on [tieChainp de Mars cur i1k hcighls of Belleville. They 
did 0 bir ol dig^g and then went back to iheir or talk ^ 

riuveau"s descriptton more closely relleets (he image yf ihc National 
Workshops fostered b>' the bocirigcois press ihan reality; thousands of Nationa] 
Workshop eDupfoyws were, in fswtt. fully oteupted with useful jobs. Tbey 
replanted (he trees that bad been failed lO Form (he February barricade^ leveled 
the Cbiamp de Mars into an attractive public mall, manufactured doibing and 
shoes for other unewployed workers, and, in F'flaTseilles, helped to dig a much- 
needed canal. Nt?r iwene ihe unemployed iTtLsis of Parts nc;g3ectcd; they were 
put to work painting republican propaganda posters and creating Other 
politically inspirational artwork. 

Yet the invidsous inLage of the Workshops ai a dole for idlers soon becstne 
prevalent among the middle classes, an ima;ge chae like the Luxembourg, was 
poin tedly used against the radkals. "Marie told me," says Thomas, 

that It W35 the determined mtention of the Gavemmetit lo allow the 
c!cperim£n[ {of ihe LuKemboyrg) to- have Its niti. that in itself it wooild have 
the good result of convinditg die wdrkmen of the empnness of Louis Btanc^S 
mappElcable ihcorieK,... that in this manner the working classes would be 
disabused by the eaqiSTsencrt, lhai their tdolSLry ofLcuJis Blanc would oFilieLT 
crumble lo pieces, and that he would lose for ever all his irdiLienea. all his 
prestige, and cease to be a danger.^ 

Frediclably, the -picES had a Geld day with the Naiional Workshops, snecringly 
idenu^tig ihern with ihc Luxembour^g Commission Bind socialism. Indeed, tihe 
project was given the name National Workshops in a calculated move to 
confuse ii in the public mind -with Blanc's social -workshopi Mwie and the 
bourgeoisie spared no effort to cutn the workers' demands for the "ri^t to 
wtwk" into a socialistic chimera. By vitiating this major demajid, Mane divested 
the upnsLng of February 24 of much of its soda] mcaumg.. 

Blan;.', for his part, responded wi|b vitriol against btaele's cynLcal debasement 
of his socialistic plans. He condemned the Nationat Workshops as a 

rabble of paupers, who it was ertough lo feed, from the want of knowing 
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how [o mpfoy lh«m, Mod who tuul ich live lo^dier withom my other ae$ 
than a mllliary wjjinisariDn, and under diirfs who bort (he natnt. aloncc so 
snrjnfte and ycl SO thamctETUtic, <A sergeam-4nijr>r!$—hrljpadvTV^ 

liue tiis atiadtl NaLjano] Worksho^j as atspools of Ldteness and 

miliijrtsm were u Inept as they wee.e seU-dETeattn^ To Mirtt'a delight, Blanc's 
(UnnnciabDnB served (□ pLl the Lmemb^Urg Coitiinisslon and ips LaheMf 
Asscmhlyagalnit ihe tens oE ehou^rub DlwiDikera who were drawing their sole 
livel ihood ficrni Thomas's brigades, thereiby 0|KlimK a da(ngtr«l.f nJiwuhm [he 
ranks of the uwlung cUu luelf 

¥n the normally etnpJoyed wofkers had reason to Ttsent the Mational 
VS'orkshops, whbch had hcconte a irunoenuy militaaT inroe irtundod fof UM on 
behalf df ihe pnvikgod daSSn In lacU by nuTspfla^ £ndc Thomas had 
cflecvtrdy ralln^ dw sympadues of ntosi cf Oh NatHnal Workshop workers 
behind the Provtstona] (jovemmenL Matoially. be pvKhlUod choir suppon hy 
paying them • regular wagt; pfydiologir^dly, lie gained ihclr enthustasm by 
Staging ^lehraioiy festivals that were artfully deseed ED innilcitt i stcopg 
mihlaiy spirit that oOuld be placed at the setwx oE ihe siatt Altltlt tnpe’t than a 
month aJief iht FebnmTy bamodes Vrere dismanlled, ihc Ministry of E^iblic 
Works and the Prnvismnal Government pnewlly were Uvjjhly spetwlmg 
public Funds to crealt a countcTrevoLulionary army due eould be deployed 
a^inst the same ?iurituari workers who had shed iheir bJood lo bnng the 
Republic into exiMctiM. 


ihe JOURNtE OF MARCH 17 

Qy lu tTKotu had the kqmbhc as yd sunk deep roots mio the tovntiys middle 
tlasses sail k» uito pecplc ai lU lewtJt of runiJ society. RoyaJkjm wti su]| 
widesf^rad m Frantx. and the masses m ihe cntintryvide and in a lew 
provincial capatils viewed the everni in E^aiis, md ihc radical iwsrtatig dltK that 
propelled ihrm, with deep hostHlly. Vei wnh oeb month that pmaed afrer rhe 
February l^ayf, ihc tnnuenco of radical ideas in Pans Itself r-ccxded, and the 
^mikers" faith even In a '‘bniLat" deraixratlc republic let alone a iotaal 
repubiic. began W wane, Ai ihe same lirac (he forces of reaction were regadning 
their confidence end mobOuing against the Liimted social achievements oE the 
February republic. In the opetutvg passage of his Class ifraggles In France, a 
remai-kable work thar haj been (he point of depanure for many hisioiuns oE 
the lfl40 Revolutton, Mar* observed that, "with (he exception, oE only a few 
thapitrg:^ eveiy more important part of the mnalj of the ftvaJutlOfl ftom 164S 
to camel the heading: [>^r ef die RoMluriotiC^ 




Mane appropriate^^ hdendfijed the various sLi^s ihaA Led to ihls deCru with 
Lobtr (hat the farislan Wt^rlong dtus earned AUI that sprini;. dl 

aJmost ano-mOTnh icitervals: namely, those of Mamch 17, April 1$, and May 15, 
culitiLnaLldg m tht workkis-oLiss inSLUTKCllon of June With each ;ciunij», the 
infltuTice q£ ihe radkalj dechned, and the power of the couciierrevt>lutlcn 
becatne sLrocviirr and its policies more rrSolule. 

The Urn whkh [en>k pisoe on March 17, Iwgait when ihc clubs and 

[he vaiiaus trade organizations maik plans for a demonatridon a^nsc the 
government, in mppotn of three demands th^t the dubi htd gently agreed 
upon. First, thc>‘ warned to postpone the date for the natiOTii] dmions W the 
ConsOluenl Auchib^. the ProvrsoTLil Govemmenl had dni^iu]^ s« these 
cWrwns iv Apnl 9, bui the dme ptonmuy of Um due did not give ibc 
lepuUkcans in Uk dKS suftkieiai dme (0 bring iIk mesaage of the RcvoltHVn 
to people m the oountrysGde, least of aD to the peaunliy. which wk still 
s^nngjly influenced by the counuy pnesthood and (earhi) of the local geniry. 
The rcpublicinii itrong^ Celt that before the natLonal. dcctlom were held—and 
cspcdihlly since the. new assembly woiild be aulhorlted to write a new 
cdiistLiuuon for Fmnoc—the Repubhe should h3.ve (he opportunity to esiabtish 
its Jegiumacy m the provinces and w educate the peasiitCty abenn repitbllcan 
ideas. The cleeuon date of April '9 was little more Uun three weeks away. A 
revolution that had yet m fully ddjine ttself even m prognsslvt Paris could 
hardly be enpected, tn so short a time, to gain the suppon (tf Ullunte peasnis, 
most of whoim Lpokedi 10 highly rcacdociary denes for leadershtp. 

In fact,, (he Republic i( 5 clf, far ir04n reatbmg out to the pe&UAtS lor support, 
bad taken a slcp lhat grievously and nreoDridlahly ahouied them On Mvch 
16, flapped by mounting hnandaJ problems, it had voted to impose a levy of 
Ibny^ cenunvH on ewiy biiic due ntH m PKOiiK (aie» but m ptofKtty laxes 
Agyecjbte 14 dm measure w« w die hankiers of Pms. ihc kvy mciened bf 
neat^ fifty pmccnl ihc tax burdEn oa snult bindhdtdeeK cHtcnyeiy turruitg 
poor, haidHwfong peasstiis agsinu the 

Nor was ihe peasantry sympathetic with the workers' demands for a social 
republic. Thi press whs largely succeeding hi tumirig public Opnuon in the 
provinces agfimt die "reds'^ In Pans, and the Nanonal Workshops In pamcular 
were used by periodicals and pulpits to stoke deep mentment among the 
peasants. Goaded by (he propagSTida of mraJ reacuonanei as well as urban 
onesv these imall parochial propdetors were convinced that the new ptopeny 
tjv was mtani to subsidize idlers in (he Workshops. ElanquJ. realizlmg that the 
tax would be "the death sentence of the republic,'' fought it vigopomly.^ As 
hnsedla EUibtn«ift otrserv**. 

The 45-cenCtme tax rngy have sav*d the republic from banlmipiey, bui u also 

kiUrd It by KTOusBig die batnd of die eotrarrysde. From (tuM dhy all ih« 
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[wopag^ndists, inducting Loui* Napci^torv i»'hy Chcd lo T*iir the peasants, 

promised Lis repeal.* 

Thas Ll was impnativc that the Left and innoderats republhzaTiS- g/lln 
more time i& win over the oouniiy Bts a whole- to republicanism, lest rcacticmary 
rcfiicsenLatrves gain the majorit)' in die CiJnSilUKht Assembly. The demonsun- 
[ots of March 17. on Cabet's suj^esdan, cDade tt a cai-ditial deiiLand that the 
elections be postponed to Maj^ 31, sJtlWiUeh even that delay was dearly loo 
!»hoTt lo get tuts] voters to shed ihdr well-enu'encbed niral prqtidlees and 
idopi views advanced by urban tadicali 

^\n issue of almost cqua] Luiponamce—and ifi SlatUiUfs eyWt td tnoit 
imporLance—was the daite for the cLection ot National Guard oiEcErs. In 
nocordance with die new polljcy of djemocratizifiE die Guard, its amiable 
commanding general in Paris, the V^isoounr de Counsll, Hid -oflered 10 Open 
fourteen pOsailiunS On his staff caidusiveLy (o worhers. But from the mdicaJs' 
perSpeCJlve^ The date of the elecuon of these offtcers, like die da.le of die 
Assembly elecuons, was set coo early, li did not allow sufTictent limr for 
fialeTnizatkin between the newly enlisted workers and the veteran middle^cUs^ 
tTuards co make posslWe ttK ckfflPOh of aodientic rcpublicsn officers. More 
fully than any of his assodates, Blanqui, die mosi cLass^onsdotis and abk 
tactician ?mong die dub leaders, grasped that uioTe time would be needed for 
the new woikJttg-cJass Cuwrds 10 overcame the traditional etass prejudices of 
ihc bourgeois veterans. The demonsnators of Marcli 17, ag^in on Csbtt's 
suggestion, demanded dial die hfalKcuL Guard eleebons be poeLponed from 
late March to April 5, which wji stlJl a ndnllhsL and inelTeCCUJil delay. 

The Lhird and final issue for die planned deraonstradan involved the 
presence of regular army contingcnls in Paris, which deeply vracd the werkers. 
iUrhough these residual troops, according to Ledm^llollLn^ rnjunbcTed only 
about 1000, the workers were wary of die gDverTunenfs reasons for keeping 
them in the caplijl at rtll. Moreover. Uiey had reason to suspect that Lamartine 
Was in sccrcl commumcadoin with the comniiander of regular army troops in 
Litif and wlih other officers who oommamded full-siied brigades, some of 
'vhidi could quietdy amve at ibe capital by »il The Site and posHLon of the 
military Eorees at the goveimncnt's disposal ihus was a troubbrg issue m the 
minds of die miliiam wirarkers, who bad no wdt-organiied force of their own to 
defend their ituertiis. They wanted the army ocnangents to be removied. 

AJI of these concerns were reinforced on March 9, when a clemonalralion of 
thrac thousand businessmen marched from the Bourse, cir Pansian stock 
exchange, m the H6tel de ViiJe, threatening to lock oui their worJeers if their 
maturicig notes were not grained a ibtcT'month enlensjon. Although their 
dcmcmstraiion was FoHowed by i crowd of students who voiced their support 
for the goverament igialnst the Bourse, il was apparent that rtacnonaiy 
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(^LKOnteni w;^s no^ rni_pa[ing from privaie hom£s and caEifi lo ihe atneas, 
Tiitialing the-/ratmic^ ihai had prevjiilcd dwrinB the February barriradcs. 

Blanqui, initMifu.1 of ihe ^avity of the simarion, tried ofl Mar<h H to hmig 
the rq^uhLican clubs logethci to maVe a comEnou public show of s^iEngtb. At a 
meeling in the borne cd FiChjiKtin Flotw, ht h^jp^d fotn a cctitral cowimniet 
ihai conii^ltd -df rcpiesentauves of ]4 dubs and 300 Labor origariuadons, with 
die goal of petitiorun^ (he BD^'cmincnl for the sabsfacbo-n of iheir three 
dema.ud$. SMfMn the counci] of uiLnisiers refuaed to receive die conim(iueE''s 
spokesmen, the i^'arking<La5s Iradcrs decided that the time had arTii^ed to give 
open expression tP chElt demands eaJEing a mass demonsmuon in die 
capital 

This dcmoustraljon prubjibfy would have been held Later thnU Klpidh, IT, but 
it was precipitated by a parade of eltrc units of the National Guard who were 
detertnmad to protest wbat die^' iiegairded as Lbe ertccssively egaJitarian 
principles of the Rjcvolution. By the PrtJvisLcinal GovcrnmetiL's dee+w ed 
Febritiiiy 3d Ppenung (l»e Guard tu all able-bodied adulc maSes. some 50,000 
newcomers were now poised to enter the mitHia's ranks Most of them were 
worlterB, raising the possibility dial they might oulutimbei the tniddlc-cljiss 
Guards. Mass pressure from die workers, moretiveT, compilled the Prtwtsiona] 
Government to dissolve the Guard’s elite bourgeois grenadier battalions— 
distinguished by their ornate uniforms and high bearskin hats, M Jj^tirtrUi d 
poil—and disperse ihclti among SOOahy miKftd Eegtonj The.s< disbanded 
"bearskins^'" a.s [hey were called, were now faced with the sodaJly huraGiating 
prospeci of having to scht in units composed of members of the lower 
classes—and the protein uf marching al&ngsade shabby workers isnrh 
calloused hands made them shudder. 

On March 16, in protest of tfus threatened dcBradation, some 30,OCC ipnrrrra 
i p&il respleSKletiLly unlfopnetl, matched throtigh rhe: streets at the capital to 
the Hitel de Vtlle. En route, when the "bearskins" reached the Pont au Change 
fnear Notre Dame), they encountered an angry groilp of cabtift^tmakeis, 
medianics, and rypographers who vigorously shouted: '"Down with the ironnets 
a poLl.i " This Loainterdcinonstralion of the workers may Eiot have been etiUttly 
spontaneous: some reports have li that Caussldiferc, the police prefect and a 
close assodate of Ledm-Rotlin, had Tallied ihe workinE-tfass hKklers co 
bumlfratc the elite Guatds auj give ihnn a puhtlc tongue-lashing. 

Nonetheless, the demonsPabon ol the “bejcskins" in sUppon: of tlieir eli« 
Status revealed once again that. Its* ihan a month after rhe February Days, 
reacuon was already openly mobilizing its supporters. To the heckling of the 
w-orkers- on Ihe Pont au Change^ the Guards frung hack, with et^ual hostility, 
'’Down vrith the communists'" and ‘‘Down wiih Ljtdru-R.ollin!'" These 
imprecatLons were peculiarly hollow: the word omtittuFilst at this ume denoted 
ihe followers of the paciftsl ideais erf Cihci. who in February, despite Im 
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tMLiefSi, had eri}Olrinl [he insuj]gej:t5 [□ serupuJoaisLy respect piivaif 
ppopen)' and support the middle-daii republkc. Indwd, m the oplrtlyu of (Ik 
Couriwss d'^oull and even Ljimarlilne. CabcL's i^encrally iruodcTate views had 
played a rtJe m. resaaitiing ihe Padsun morijcr^ from challcTiginE the Pto- 
GovemmehL Eved hidee absurdly, Ledru-RollLn, a founder of du 
moderate La B^ntie, was drifting siodlly to the right and (Tying to shed his 
iiTHigE as a radical. Nonetheless, that thousand?' of Guard? would openly 
denounce [he (eptd acolyres of Cabet and the left-leaning. libEiiJisin of Ledru- 
RdUir would have been inooneeavable a weeks caTfiet- A? Georges ChJIv^u 
nOKSt the Cty "'Down wtlh Ledru-RioUmJ" is "worth remembering, for iL was the 
first dme the reacitonaty element tud raised Lis voice." 

The March I& donanstradon of the elite Guards failed 10 alter the mlnliLers' 
dectilon lO eliminate their spcdal status: the FrovisiemaL Govenunent was still 
republican enough to stand by m own dKtee and ihe egalLlarian ptinciples it 
embodied. The Guards were infonnid (hat the democratmuon of ihetr ranks 
ivouJd proceed, as planned, .and Lh^ had no choice but to submit to ihc 
government’s changes. But ihe Parisian woriorig cia?? COUld nw. petTiul the 
arrogant behavior of the eiiile Guards to go unanswered, and on the night of 
Wareh lb, the clubs -were feverishly pbanning fur a massive eounlcrprotcsl 
against the "bearskins'' and in suppon of their (hree hasK demand? 

The neat mortung, on March 17, am. estiuLaied 150,000 to 200.000 pEaipU^ 
rnainty workers, rallied in (he Mstcc de la Concorde. The leadership of ihc 
march beiongs noionly to Cahet but also 10 Blanqui, who mote than any single 
ihdfvidua] atlicuiated the deeply felt comcems of the workers. The demonstia- 
lOTS earned a peutlOti, drtw ti up by Cahel, to withdraw the remMtung regular 
Iruops from Pans and postpone the Naiional Guard and Consriiuenr Assembly 
elections, beating drums, singing (hr ''MarscilLilsc." and chandng slogans, the 
aowd wound Hi way [hrough [he very cenier of bourgeois Paris to the Howl de 
ViHe. En a solemn and orderly Eashiom, (hey strode behind the banners of theb 
various uade organizations and clubs'^* indeed, a sea of banners, denoting the 
tide of assocaauonism that had swept over the Parisian workers since the 
Fcbru.ary RevoluCion — as well as a imiltilude of irtcoLors, and the uatianal flags 
of all the emlss in Paiti, Including (he Rwjsifln flag, for among dio exiles in the 
march wEre the novelist Ivan Turgenev and the ansrehtsi MikhaJ Bakunin. 

The procession wa? missive Indeed, the enormity of (He crowd and its very 
oidErlirKSs were redo-Icnl of the greaijiount^ of 1792 -93 and tesumony lo the 
Latent power of the working detsscs and thrir extraordinary capacity for 
orgamzauon. Vet (he defncmsLmdon srruck poiuc into the heain? of the notables 
and hourgcoisie, who iomg assotiaied tcpubltcanliTn with bloodthirsty mobs, 
nci5> and terror. Ironlcatiyi although many of the demo-nsuatois were mendy 
expressing iheir support fer (he new Republic, this massive turnout stunned 
not only ihe middle dasses but even moderate socialists who fanoed the 
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dcmciFistraiioiTi [on nmsive Cnr their liking. Indeed, Hlaix panicked at the i&iie of 
ihe jourwe and began Kj lUt toward Lhc govcmtnctd's side as soon as ihe first 
deitiottscracnrs jeactwd ihe Piace de Greve. 

In Tetrosped, ihe March IT demonstratioti 'was ihe largest shots' of 
Wpoblicaci strength In Moreover, fi may well have hem the only 

mf?meni that $pting when the working classes could actually have taken over 
the government with vety little bloodshed Su:h an insurrccdonaiy' plan, in fact, 
dor^ Seem to have etdsteeb polLtx chKf Caussidkre was eag^ to enlist Ledru- 
Rollin, the darling of the lower middle cla55^, and Aimand fisrbes to join their 
old .SdiionS eolkitgue Btanqut and mohGue the w^rrScers for an tiptlMiig. The 
revolt he envisioned was to purge the govemment of its- conservauve mcmheis 
and turn the Revoluiion leriward. 

Such an auempt, had it been nude, conldi well have succeeded, since no 
military force yet earisled in Paris that ■was strong enough to prevent it But 
Ledru-HoUin was too eager to curry favor with the moderalc republicans to 
coJbboraie with fibtKiwl Mor would evpi ihmk of jotnmg foews with 

his old co-conspirator, who he had ccmie to hate with an almost manic frenzy. 
Indeed, m Max Nomad's ^udgmenii, 'hhe fate of the Revotutiem nf JB^B was 
Scaled by the contEmptuOUs attitude toward Elatiqul orLedniRollin and blaiic, 
and the gr^ttving hatred of Barbas. 

The momcnl w^s very famorable for a wtHtilgh bloOdltSS revolutlCin which 
would have removed the Bight horn ihe Provnsional GovemmenE. Bue such a 
VKtoiy would have ntcani the ascendanqt of the Richclicw ol the RevDl-uUon, 
as some hlaoriaus have called Slarwiui.... As a result, ttot only twar tadical- 
Uherals like Lediu-Rollin, and moderate socialists like Louis Blane, but even 
revolutionary oommunisTs like j^imand Baibes, who indicntaJly had a 
personal grudge [a^^insl Blanqllii, preftrted to lemaln passive—thus pacing 
the way for a ccimplele victory of the Righe' ^ 

Blanqui, whose snategic sense of revoLutionaty possibrlmes had become more 
scphistLcated over the ^icars, may weU have been unwilLing to do more (hah 
pytgc the fhovisional Oovernment of reaitiortiO'ks. But tf Nomad's speculauons 
are oorrecc, then it would seem that the Revoludon of 184^ was doomed to 
laGure in part, at least, by the pettiness and liresoludon of its key radical 
leaders. The result was that the Eiemonsuatian did nothing but lettify the 
bourgeoisie without gaining much for the workers 

Wlien the parade 'reached the H^td dc Viile, the meeting ihait took place 
between the workers' delcgatioii and the Prouisional Government ministers was 
a study in pathos. The ministers, inctuding hl^rw;, were obliged co leave the 
safely of the Hdtcl de Vilic and descend its steps to face the trowded Fl*ce de 
Greve as a visible acknowledgment of the demoiisthitors' pcdlion. The more 
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iniliLiTH wctrkrrj m l3ic sqiiare wtrt hwrdly dpcrtmj by ihlt £f KUie. As Biiftc 
WB5 Ed later [£0011111, "a tnuii of cmcri^tiic endru uul whese lliihlng ryes lit up 
[he fJctruEnt pjIcTicss flf his ^ac£, rustwd LmprLuoilsIy tflwindt me, md sewng 
me by (hr arm. WMlhfuHy eKdartitied, Tfou aie then j (rilLor, rurn ynu!’"^^ 

This anj|;y Kcuwdem was not withom justificaiiDn. Ta t» Mire, the rainiiters 
did aecfde td sdtnc of (hr dctnamlralars'' demanij^. Mainly qn the Insistence ef 
&]Mc and A]b<ert, ihey^gt^ed to postprmc the NaluonaL CjuaFd dectlOhS' [0 Aprii 
5, Jitd they agreed to paslpcne the nationaj oleeikins '^aLlbeiKfth not ta May 31, 
as the demonaLraEOra bid. wanted, but to Apnl £3, leivln|t cummitted 
repubticaiw and sooaJuts wiih biik rtic*e ihan a □wiith IS preduce a s» 
chan^ In the peasantry, ^ut the minisuis adanundy rtfiued lo budjje on tbe 
drmi^ fsf the rrmoval td ihc mnaniii^ army tnwps, ostensibly On the 
grounds (hat the Wit (M the anny was omside the caplul^whKh m UseW was 
^nery unnerving (O (he WotVers. 

Thus, in Kuospoct, dv March 17/HirH^w»a bdure It had achieved only a 
few conenstons from the Pnmsonnl Govemmeni^ and IL Mt the sphe vpidiin 
ibr Maliorul Guard Linhciiled Thr revolution remadnrd incqinpletr., not only in 
a sdcmI sense but even in a fomal sense. The democrauc giint of’ the FetoruiOy 
period had been extremely bagile lo begm wiih and oould easily hc swept away 
by n rcBcilociary Consiitueni Assrmbly. Finally, having fiigbuned (he 
hjjuTgeoisie and nowhles by iiJ stae and Eopce, ihe jOumfie propelled dmn 
inio taking serious action againsi any prospeedve worldiig-clus ohBltrngr. The 
hisJtory of r'eVOLuttDltS Shows repeatedly that tbere is nothing mrifE dangerous 
dian a temfled middle class, whose vuDdKiivenest is matched cmly by iis 
cowardice. The mllLUnt workers in the clubs seemed to undctsland this, and 
for nearly i nonih 3^ March IT, they placarded the ttty with wunmgt Um 
Lanvanuie and his mmiraers wat lislong a seiioiH confroniaoon wids die 
masses. 


THE JOURMtE OF APRIL 16 

If ibE March IT joumee was “rhe last day oJ the democrUic parry," lo 

use. ihe words oi Louis Menard.thrreaJler the shaJty bLoc of motierate 
republicans, radical repubbeans, socialLsu, and communisu— oE workers and 
middle tlaM»--who had iUpported the lepubLic de^Lie their muiluJ distmsi, 
began Co faU apart u each divided against the OihCfS, alcmg not only bui 
even vneadonB] lines. 

This prooesf of •dijmwgj'jtiOTi was acGtlerated cwo weeks after ihc j«tmef. 
when a sensational eflbet was made to defanu: Blanqid and (0 divide the radical 
moventeoL Abnofi un years eadieT. accofdnig ro one Jutes Tascherau, 
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whik In police cusLody, had eonkssad ton&d4tfu«|| mformiUkict atw«( 
the 5di£i>ru fKUtscIl of M^iy Thks sccminj^ly camprcmljdng "conkssiDii," 
which TsuchErcau publishTd in his La Kevue retrasj^tivt, conumed infiJTipa' 
don about ih( fUtcKcd pioc that onty Blainqui and j (cw of bLj co-conspiraloTS 
could tiavc known. Barbis. whom Blanqui had diagged from bis sybiHUC 
lifeSTjrte M bn eiiatc in (he gtraih to participate in the 1^139 upnihii!, was now 
only loo em^er io oorroboralc Ta9che[e.au's ([UtmiOtuMe dlUtns and ihoroughly 
blaciieh hid old cojiitwie's namE. 

In Parti the icnsitiona] docuinenL bccime a widely dUfUUOd loplc in cafes 
and salolii. nm Itadin^Ui sUret bmwk- Appearing as it did m Lht artfrmwh pi 
lht March ] 7 hu ludienddiy nd^l reasonably luvc been viewed with 

deep suspicion TisdiercaiU lumsdr lud bom a HIIJWKd (lohcc mftKnnn' 
under Louif^PtilJlppe. whllr hgirU;$was by now Blanqui's iwom f« Aijtwe aSI, 
ihe ~rEveiaiJe>n~ Ctnv K x vny cmmniczLt tune for the ];ovmimcmr lE knew 
onfy (jod well that Its ^eatest danger came IrMri and his asSocuies 

Nothsn^ (Wild hane served Its purposes beiitr than lo detfline the old 
revoLuuonary ^nd thereby foment a scnoLis division in the ndtcaJ cunp. 

There Is nO Ccnnpentng evuicncc, however, chat PIsnqUL ictuany made the 
cXMifewlon published by Taseberesu. The dootmcni was not wrtllen In his 
hand, nor was hiS name even menticned in it. hforeoveri even if Blanqui had 
made it, he oettainly gained absolutely nothing from doing s*-’nrither the 
police nor the Judidai system CfMWd him with any leniency whatever. A close 
study of the documetil, in iact. revealed that it conlalnrd very little lhat was not 
already known to otheT people in ihe StfistinS Or to the police Spies who had 
mfihraied the WiCWiiiation 

Blinqui's reply, as logical end powerful as it w^i, might hive blasted his 
opporventi to the krwer depths and laod lu rcu most of the nocusatmtio AeJUtUt 
huitt. had he n« beien bcka^oeitid by so nuny opfunems who were aga id 
believe the document, dtsaedii hani pcisoiuiBy, and ibtyit ill dcvidr the 
ncvotuliOniry movemenl that he lud done so mueh m oe^tK Although die 
Taschccerii document cast a shadow over hini that persuted loi the end of his 
days. It did Utile to dtniinish ELanqui's irdluence wuh the worhets, many of 
whom islE but revered him [or hiS dedlOtloTi and aacrifices 

While the Tjschereau document was gcncrAUtig miJtnJU and ihoUmg, 
jcrliTiony among the various republican facdons, die government was busily 
cngEtged in boljtenng the mllLiary forces aL Us comwnd, bringing the MobUe 
Guwd up to full Strength, At the same time it tried to fin the pre|ud1da] ElaracS 
that divided the woThErg-cliSS and bourgeois units of the MsUonid Guard The 
privileged dtsies. Fnighlened by the March 17 jmfTn*. WfM Kion spoiling for 
another confronlalJcm. When it finally came; it was under drnimslKnccs dial 
were so idtosyncriCU: lhaJU were its affects not so tragic. It rmghi well have 
cotutiiuied a comedy of absurd ermn:. 
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On Apdi 5. th£ ^neral doctioais Ear iJic NAUotuL Guaid o^EiccF^ were held 45 
$du4ulnJ. Bnl Tot s v^tnelj^ of rqHibttcan and wiorfdo^-cUss candddaLes 

wtio were challenging die vciexati Gvvrd! ofEldtFS dKl no^ receive enau^ vo(e5 
la previuj. The commander of ihc NatkmaJ Guaerd^ Conrtais, ihcfcupon decided 
lo alLocaie Eaurceen stalf aEfleer sptcihcall)/ Ear warhLngncta^^ 

mcinbcra, in a special election than was lo take place at the Champ de Mars 
0 T\ the (nomiing of AfMil 16. 

MoreovET, appaiendy on Blanc's inispiratian, ihe workets ai the Champ de 
Mars were also atpecCed to ntpeess ihetr goodwill toward the icpublic by 
raking op a monetary coJecdoii in the govornnKnt't behalf. It was then 
planned that they would nrarch in a peaccFul protessien along ihc Right Bank 
to Transport thii "paUKHJ^ d.onadO'ri'" to ihe Hbld de Ville, carcyiTiE tricolort 
and trade banners in an orderly array. There they were also expecied ta present 
the government with a peiilion that mikUy appealed for more socially oriented 
polides. The ministefs were not m the dark about ihase plans: Blanc had 
adtised them the day before that they shootd expect a p^eful triarchy and that 
the crewd would bring tlinn not only a "paLriodc donation" but a number of 
stKlal demands as well 

The consm'adve ministers, however, were only too eager to treat this 
planned march as an insuirectionary jotirwc. Feeding ihiS Strategy was a 
particuLwly tecWess ardds in the 4f [a ou April H, 

published while its editor was absent Imm. his oEhce. Written by George Sand, 
the article's provocative language (hrealencd insutrccdon unless the upcoming 
Conswuent Assembly elKhonsv only a week away, retutned a radical majofiry. 
i^s the famous novelist lundly put ic 

Unless the deedans brung about the triumph oE sih:iuJ oudi, if they are no 
more than an expression of the interests of one dass, wrenched from the 
loyal and imsUne pwple, tlwn. tlw ^keuoui which sh«iLd he the salvaupti of 
the Republic will be its dE^tructioiL, of ihai there can he no doubt Then there 
will be only one road to the salvation for the people, who set Up the 
barricades, and ihai will he lo demonsirate iherr wtsties for a second time 
and pul oEF the dedsionE taken by a false nniNNial rcpreKTibcitwii.''' 

In anticipation of an msurrertion. Lamartine says m his memoir, he frantically 
prepared his will and burned hiS secME papcB, whSli idtl olheT irptustas 
scumed around the capital, maldng preparations to counier a workingciass 
uprising. 

Sand al$o alleged that Blanqui was cunspning {this tune without Barbes, 
Cau$$Ui^[ic. and Flocon) lo use the upcoming ‘1nauiT«cuon" to fotglhly replace 
Laim^rlitK with—oi all people—that paragon of wayward radialianii l.«dtU' 
Khllin. The month before, of course. Ledru-Rollln had oonlcmptuDusly rejected 
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any wlih Bbnqui and was liiinscLf Tnovqtig $r<adi1y (owaird ihe 

Tight. tndcKl, that HJanqud wjis ccm.sptrlTig Ijo GvcrthTaw the .^DVEmnicnt al alL 
ciTi Apnl 16 ij JiiuctLy credible:. As BLanc has canvindjigly dCtOJnwnwd, Ott iht 
day before the march the revoluLionfliy spent several hours conversing in a 
Ta^er amLaWs IttRlotttr vvirh Lamartine in th^ mtniJKr's hc?mc, who apparently 
was vying tu use his irresistible chanris—as he supposed—to win the radwiaJs 
to his side. Mai?!. mOft tefllLsUailly, wtUes that the govcjnuicnt needed "an 
excuse jtir recuJfing die nTmy to Fttris," which seems ihe Tnosi probable reas^m 
loi its shcHV of hysteria In ■rt'acuon to the piuposed dcTncmsLratiun.''^ 

tMren the morning of ApnJ Id arrived, tens of thoPAands of Vti^rmed 
worhers gathered, at the Champ de Mars^ wholly unaware that insuFreeilonaty 
intenlicPTis were b^ing iimpUled lo thefn. lit a ftSlave bul organized mass, they 
cast iheir haflots for their fourteen Cuard officers, then rook up the "'poP^OVC 
donation" and began their inarch to the Hotel de Vide. The demonstja'Ikin was 
enurely pAtcfful, lnd.4«d idmosi solemn. Their inde banners and signs called 
for the "oTganiEadon of labor" and an tttd to "'th^ oxplmtation of man by man," 
gcncjal slogans that were anything hut provocative, still less menadng. Finally, 
the tone of their petition was anything but bclbgerenL 

Citizens., the re-action raises its head; calumny, the favourite weapon of 
unprincipled and dishonourable Uken, is On all Sides afsaillng with its 
venomous falsehoods the true frtenda oE the people. E[ 1$ For vs, the men -of 
the Revolution, men of action and devotedness, to declare to the Provisional 
Covernmetn that the. people decree the Democratic Republic; that ihe people 
dtstric the abolirion of man's servitude (0 man, Thai the people desjre the 
organization of labor by associaliorL Vfve la RfpiiJi2i^ue.< Vive Ee Goirvemeitteitf 
Prihdsrtreri^* 

Despite ihis exclamatory dosing endorsement of the Provisional GovemiriEnt, a 
niroor Twas spread ihroogh P’stris during the march ihaL ihe workers were 
planning to seize the dty hall and proclaim a "communist’' govemmenr 
Ptedsely who spread ihds rmnor remains a mystery, hut one oF the mintstets 
immediately suiboTtied that the Naiional Guard be sutnmemed co arms^ rwt by 
the usual roppd but by a "gcncrsl alarm.'" a rare diumbeac and bugle call that 
was sowndesd only in an extreme emergency «f general state of siege. 

The pcacefuL, mostly pLadd and unaimed demonstrators made their way 
from the Champ de Hats aaoss the PotiL Ekryal. As they Iflcwed liJwaTd the 
HAxel de Vble, however, they suddenly ran up against some 50,{]00 armed and 
extremely hostile NMional Guards with muaJsets and bristling hafyoncts. The 
city hall was suiroundcd by a veritable army of GuiTcfs and even hositle 
workers from the National Workshops Endeed, t& reach [he cLiy haFI, the 
dcTnonsuaiors were obliged io file through a gaunllel of jeering Guards, who 
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derided iJirm "commaTiists." 'W'blc Mobile Guard LLOLts, which had been 
micTiparsed anion^ ihc matich^irs, strtkmed off the dcrtWrusUHljcirt m(o small 
groups, ostensibiy to prevenL a coup. 

Urht> had orcUKd ctie prou'ccaii^e mobilization? Aithough -severiii miniaters 
later cLaimed this very dubiions boner, ir wjs actually none other than Lidm- 
RtJLIn, tTi consultation with Lamardne, wbo had placed, the capiLal in a state ol 
siege. The rntnistej of rhe munor had now dcfiruti^e}/ cast hLi lot wlih 
LamatUnc e^nst the w^irhcrs. Nor was he ihe only promLnent radical to 
thonjnghly (bscredit hlntself on April lb; Barbes, as a coionci in the National 
Guard, marrhed in full anibrrm at the bead of hts unit,, pnepared to defend the 
H^iel de Vtlie against an actaick by workem 

The wniioers were aaiomahed by this MCepliotJ, and they *eTe no less 
aslonisbed lo leam that ihrir dele^bon, bearing the "patnone donahnn" far 
the Prrmsionjl GovemmeniK had been received not by the councirs ministers 
but b}' ihc depuly mayor trf the city. They were hunriliatad, even degraded by 
this behavior and by the large show of military force, which treated arv orderly 
inarch as a ulrtual tnsutmeakjn. ll wfts turw deJir that two distinct worids had 
emerged out of the February batrrK^des—rhe masses of people who worked 
wiih ihdr hands and the privileged population (hat Lived off their labor. The 
government could tio lorige:r be Ltusced to defend the workers' mteresu. not 
did the presence of Blanc and Albert alleviate the fact that ii was bourgeois ro 
ihc coit Aa Duveau metaphorically puts, it. 

The shop oounicT had carTbcd ihc day over ihe factory bench, and trara Apnl 
16 onward, a great wave of s>rial reaction began to- spread over the country. 
"All devored republicans," wrote Cnissidiire, "atie lumped wither under 
the name of cuirununists."'^^ 

After April 16, the "parry of order"—the prnnleged cla,S$e$ aindf the small 
shopkeepers, united in commen hosulity tc the workers' demands—emerged 
with incneoslng suength and confidence. Eti fact, five days- later, on Aprtl il, ihc 
government predictably used rhe specious jmnnit as an excuse ro bring hve 
anny regiments--throe infantry and two cavalry—into Paris. Alllioi]((;b Albert, at 
ihe conncil of minisrers, vehemently prote^red this provocaiivie move, ihe 
ministers refused even to record their decision in the offic ia l Moniteirr. Thus the 
decision to bring in army iroops was legally witWield from the public ai laagf ■ 
but ordinary citizens could soon sec troop contingents arid ovalry patrols at 
virioLis straregic places in Paris, ff the mlUlJirus of Apfil needed any evideface 
thal the revolution wjs slipping from their hands, ihe steady tramp of line 
uoops and the clatter of cavaity hooves on the cobbled streets was an ever- 
pretsnt reminder of their loss of power. 
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THE GROUING CR[StS 

]n (he daiys before ebe dccuon of Tcpresctilaiives lo (he Consldtuccit AssEmlbl}'', 
dete^cgj from the Club of Gu.bs begjin m send ta the ca.pLial ontlncHij: rept^tts 
on iJic politicat state of •nninct In the rural areas of France. WritiiiE on AprO 13 
hom SiijnE-Cloud. outstde one dcLe^ale's tepon prcwideel a retnarkible 
descjipijon: 

The ferther T ^ From the fcrtg ■OCiti the more I come across memories of chc 
past and incompretionsion of the piesenc. ... In Paris among those great 
eftllghieiiveii people who ovrertumed the government of vested mceiesTS H ts 
appredated that, social mceiuatHy kt a ihLng of iJic past FeopJe hope for the 
fuiUTC ihaL w.?s prodaimed the man from Nazareth. In the principal 
roTSTis of the various dcpattmcnls you also lind noble, loyal heans, spirits 
that foresee the future opened up for us the COtnlhg of the Republic. But 
In the sraallei places ci.'crythtng is diScrenL Ttie auiens are the VKtims of 
their own selhshntss, Ot nairDW-mcndedness and of deplorable po'qudtees 

Tfie Tirfiter then went on to emphasize that the 

bourgEoisif, nobles and money'gntbberSi who yesterday were divided into 
many different camps, today malte common cause m order to change the 
nature ol the Tievolutkm and to stem the tide of teform.... The ■workers who 
arc still dependent on these people—and who feel it--do not dare to lift up 
Lhcir heads. In public or in the eJubs they prorcst only by their Silence 3.gainst 
the ann-libcral scutlmctils CKptessed by the aristocrats.'® 

On ^ril li, Caster iiuTiday, adult males all over France went to the polls, 
most of them for the First tltne. 10 elect a Constituent Assembly. In accordartce 
with the Provisional Government's deaee mandating unLversiJ manhood 
sutliagc^ eighty-two percent of Frenchmen over twenty-one years of age 
participated in the elecnons. As- BlatW^Ui bad warned, most of the provindBl 
voters followed the guLdance of their sodaJ betters, such as the notables, ckt^,. 
and employers, and in some backwjirid areas peasinLs were mstrehed in troops 
by priests to polbng places or voted under the wajuthful eyes of local notables 
If the Apnl demohitration was a humiliating failure for the Fafrisiat. 
radicals, the results of these elections were a disaster for ail consaendous 
French republicans, The now ConslLlucnl Assembly, a body oF 900 
reprrsentatives, was composed mostly of men from provincial J^ticc; in fact, 
Li contamed a Larger proporbou of landowners, priests, and nobles thau any 
assembly that Fiad been elected even under the highly restrictive suFErage 
permiued by Louls-Fhilrppe. At Least tialf oF the new Assembly conslsi^d of 
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■'miHimire. rcpt*Wl<;Siis"—mjiis/ cs«s, 3, cuphcmtiffli Esr ftwmei' im*nan;>iiSts 
who. while vmang support for the reptihlic, had not forsaken thcLr Deajcdonai>' 
oonvindcrtiS. Lt» [han (eh |Wh«nr of the xM wei-e gained hy radliiaE 
lepublioairs (who thence/arth -calked rhemselves “Mom^goaids," after the 
Jacobins of ll'SiJ. and al IwM i third of the pcprcsenlaiJvw expsessly 
mnnarchiit in [hetr foanmgs^ most])^ Orl^Rlsqs ai^d a small number of Bnurban 
Legidmists. 

By tip means was this TeaciwtiaKy Assembly wilhniE to lei l.-oLii£ Blanc and 
Allsert retain leading positions in rhe govemnaeriL, althoggjt both men dbd win 
scats in Lhe Assemibly. Indeed, htiwevtr Jadnlhearted Blanc may ha'^'e been In 
iidvancmg th^ mierests of ihe woricers, the new govotrimctit wasted no lime, 
after il convened on May in eliminating him and Albert fioin its csccuUve 
body. It dispensed with ihe Provnslonal -G^mmem-S cotmol ol numsters and 
created a new council, ihe Eaccuiive Commissioti, to mana;ge ihe counlJ>''s 
aflfatrs Like the Directory durittg the Firat E4ep«Wkt> lhe Commission was 
COitiptKKd of live men {a "Bentajchy," as its oridcs labeled it disdainhiLly) and 
was placed completely under the thumb oJ lhe reactionaiy Assembly. 

The members of the hve-man Cominission were all represeniativFS -of the 
nibn^ daisscs- Umartirtt AttgO. M*ne. GiimiflT-Pa^, and Ledru-RollirL (The 
once-radical Ledru-RoUin was made a member of the government only on the 
insislencc of Lamartine, as an espresslon of sppKCiauon for the minister’s 
livlTayal of lhe wurkers on Apnl The Parisian workers^ who had carried the 
hrunt of lhe February lighting and, more than any olher pairt of lhe population, 
had cncalcd lhe republic, had no repicsenlaiives on the Commission at ail. On 
May 4, as ti 10 declare Ihai lhe February Revolution was definitively over so far 
as the ruling classes were concerned, the Assembly officially proclaimed that 
Finnoc was merely a ’Tormai" rather than a "socJal' repubkit, thus ending any 
hopes among the workers ihat tli^Lr econninic needs would be satislicd. 

But the election of the predominantly reaciiotiary .Assembly cjunm be 
blamed CNdusivrly nti the provincial voif alone. All of petty-bautgeoLs and 
bourgems Paris—indeicd, all men of property—had come out in force 10 defeat 
die working-class candidales, and ihcir numbers were considerable. Out of the 
twenty radical candidates nommaied by ihe Luxembourg Labor Assembly, 
Farisians elected only one, ■while Blanqui was deJesCed wjth a bumifladng vtrte. 
Fvcri ibe generally amiable and theamcal Barbbs losi out in Pans and acquired 
a scat in the Assembly only because he wjs chosen by votprs from a diiicicni 
dtpaitmenc As a whole, die PsTlsian electorate gave iruorc votes lo cotiservativc 
I'niniateis Iskc Gatnkr Psges and Marie than lo Louis Blanc- Altlnig^ Blanc was 
dectiid as a lepresentaiive, he r-ecelved less than half the 'voitc that was given (O' 
Lamartine, wbtle Cabet, the darling -of March 17, and the Fourierisi 
Consid^ani suffered Crushing defe^-ls The result was an Assembly ibai had 
little sympathy for ibe Parisian worritrrs, As Samuel Bernstein obsrnres, 
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A 3ay hfnve^n the Assembly aituj Th^ Ch^imbei' WAft 

heavily committed to abide by the status i^uo. ConsEc^uendy it made no 
advpiTiceft to Uk ^k^orlfersv did nothing to ease their pulfls or to di®™ their 
wrath. Theirs were faJIcn hopes. The Glnsions that had mantled the National 
Worl«hdit:« wew dispelled. Only their tharlwbLe characEcr lemaiticd to 
chide hutnan di^ty; and even this source of relief, nimnur had it, wotild 
sexm. stop. ... Workers *crc diftpinted, flcJfly despcmle.^^ 

After the elections, populEtr pxrticipAlion in the dub movement dropped 
preclpitomly out of 200 clubs m the greater Paris, area during hlareh ahd Aptll, 
fewer than sixty omtinued to meiet in May and June, and dubs that had 
formerly atUAcled thotisjm.d$ of tnettibets shriyded to Only a few hundred or 
Less Perhaps one reason for the decline was that many workers had regarded 
the tiubs primarily as a means of preparing for the elections, abandoning them 
once the wotingK with its dlsjppoititlTie tesuilisv was over, hut the tledmc in the 
dubs also seems lo have reflected the sense of dAfut that the workers felt after 
the April 15 javmee. But (he dubs that remained were radical ones: (h^ hdd 
di^CU^OIAf that rajiged far beyond of pajLiamentiry powicr to more 

social issues, giving greater attention than befpre lo wealth ddfereniials, the 
organization of work, and the need for a "democratic and sodal ccporblk." 

The ticactiotiary wtnpleKlon of the Cdnsutucnt Assembly nutiured their 
radicaLism enormously. Militants felt ihey had little Teason to follow a 
parliamentary ooursc of action, and they kncreasingly sensed that Blanc's aird 
Cabet's Isfllms offered no posSibiLly for improving their miserable cohdition 
Even ihe cautious Blanqui recumed IP Eatfueiinig orgaTUSaPons that resembled 
the secret societies of die lB4Cls The demimonde that gained renewed vigor in 
the slums of karis was one that favored armed wwlflngclass resistance 


THEJOURWEE OF WAY 15 

The wcirhing^lass radicals in ihe dubs made one last desperate effort to retake 
the initiative from the powins co«nlerrevolution--ncitably, Iti the ijf 

May 15. 

ThisjmmcicccnlcTedon two issues. The mosl important was the question ol 
Palish liberadon, a cause ihai was very popular in the capital. At (hat tnoincnl 
f^russsE was occupied with brutally moppmg up a bloody insurrecnon m PoJiah 
Posen, while Austria had been bombarding the venerable Polish city of Cracow. 
A Po1i$h emlgr^ CDmmttixe petitioned France for help, since unmedLate 
aHlSWlKC by Froneb hOopS would be able to prev'eni serious reprisals against 
tilt mbcls. The clubs demsnded utgeoily that, tmEess Russia and Prussia fresd 
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?oLind in ihc nc*l C*cniy4ouc KcutSv fraflCt jlwuldl dodaiv w-ar ihc 

IWD aHjnma. 

Eul ihc CUrnstnucni ftkMinbty continuing a poficj? of nontnlcrfention 
^rud^ a been cstabluJied by ihc Provisknuit Gaurmninil 

shcrtly aJlcr the Febniary t>»y5. Lamsirtine, as minisMr of ^o^a^ atfurs, bad 

(hen ifiJortned (he European piiwers ihai 

(he produiULUcn o{ the French Repubtw is noi art ad of aggncBsion ij^ainsl 
any son; pf gpvemmeni Ln. the world There arc ddfercnocs between forms of 
government which ace as kgltinUKe as (he dlfferenl sons of character, of 
geO£r^|)hlcal situahOrt, and aS intelleciual, moral and roaieTiaJ devciopment 
seen in. vario-UB nations.™ 

this Yeassvranec to the oocitinent's despots o^E (har Ity^timacy, Lajiurtllte 
had reduced the February fljevolubort W a purely nwoiKaf idfair, peculiar to 
hratiCc in diurat^ter and g.eography. But lo militant French republicans, his 
TaaKinertt Stond m sharp eantrasl to (he uruvetsahstk ciutiis of the Great 
Rcvolnticm. It Bccmcd to deny that France was (he '"mOThw of repuWics" and 
hence (he foremost defender of liherry everywhere in the world. By all rights, 
ihey insisiedn Fiance must intervene to assist the cause of Polish Itberty. 

The BECond issue ihaL rise lo thejpimnde was (he demand, originally 
made by Elane and Albeit, that the Consucueni Assembly aeatc a Minkstiy of 
l abor and Progress The demand hod consadecahlc 5Ufrp<]nt among ihe dubiSlK 
lor whom it eonstituted a basic test of iht AiWIrtbly's politics^ detennimng 
whether the Second Republic would gp beyond a pnrdy formal republic to 
creaie a social republic as well. On May ll, when the Assembly Ifellyj indeed 
denBivdy, refused to ciica,tc such a ministry, (he workers Imew that iheir 
Interests had no place tin the goir-eimmenfB a|[enda. 

Another jutumee was now unavoidable. The ?4r1s*an 4nbs, paiticulaily 
Inforiated by tlae netusaJ to bdp PoLanth scheduled a demonstration for Maty 15. 
the day ihe Consdnient Assembly was expected to debate French poUcy loward 
I he despemte Polish situation But did they alw ptjn an msurrccrian? The 
inctwBingly iraclionHry Lr Nflf«£in4l deeded in letnispcct that an uprising had 
indeed been planned. The day after the (ht newspaper ^med ihai, 

under the cover of a detWOSUilion ‘"in support of Poland," a "plot was being 
mcnmlcd against die assembty, agamst the whole nalStin, whose hfe. essence, 
thought, and energy u expretjied by the assembly."^ But the dosest anyone 
ta(i»e In nuking a pdblk caL for an insuneditin wsis Joseph Sobeler, a soaalisoc 
republican who was aoividy inveriued m organizing (he dcmtinsUaCion 

'Sobno h^ bneBy oceup^ed ihe posatun of prekei of poboe m Fchnuiy and. 
dionly ahet ihe Febnury u|itiju^ had heiped Caiisudibe organize rhe auxiltary 
'Mooi^gtutb'' Ibtxe (hot » be ennhuad wuh ike Morti^griaeds m the 
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Assemfely). He w« no^' ^tbcor aJ the impoTMt cl«b n^wjp^^a Ld CmwidW dt 
On Miy II, aJcci Ok (^onalitueiit assembly Tigecied BbiK's Mlobtiy oi 
Libor and Prc^jrtek Sobner cditonalJy dKl^ird (huL 'Ihc time oE vatn twpftt tus 
pASKcl" "WUl oht hour of JusLior perhaps soon smkc?" he oinlnoufly. 

endjn^, hB warning wiih the same hdcde ciy iha( had been vsKtd by nuurj^tnc 
silk wotken in Lyou in Id'M. “liir ^oddiif; or dk fL^iiiig,i' MortpvtT, ^^ncf'J 
house snni-i [4 have served lusi » the cdiCDnall o&ts oi the Oiwnbnf df 
Pimj bui as an i[damul headquarters iat a srhtft wrapMU were 

drhbcrately UOCll|Hled EPann the dnnoustntois in the cveni of an insunntKm 
Seven drah <lecins^ wnnen by a j|CunuaiH Iw id OmhnPtf dr ftPU «W 
Sofneuret weic latcrdisccnLiCTcd m 5obria''s home, ampurKnn^ Out RprtKnu- 
imes. m the Assembly um "caduded tom afl powo-^ and dut a GommJltee 
Ptiblif Safety was to be appomicd. One dea« iirtsponsibly listed K commHtee 
mnnbetv LndMduals who had nn tmek whatson'er with hts pJanf/^ 

A3lhou^;h accusanont were made afterward that ttanqui had pliyifd a key 
role m pluinmp* the insumeedion^ his adinomtions againsL Pish Klim and ht( 
call lot ^(IrnLe olcariy belie such changes. The draEc decrees Ipund In ^brlcr‘$ 
houic provide no evidence of his involvetncTn in any attempted upritlnj;. Nor 
dciea the fact that he appeared in the crowd cm May 15 COttSlittALe cvldenee thsi 
he pittnned tvcit lo patELdpate in a coup. Let aLone lead one. In fuel, Blinqg.1 was 
CtUltC copvincicd that ecEemptedeoupaC Lhat Ciiiie would he a failure. IjCyal Lp 
h.ls clyh, he seems to have oheyed ns dKlSiPtl Lo parlkipale in the only 

reEucmuty Indeed, accorrbn.^ to one cuiwspaper iixountK h1itn(l|Ut ar^ed 
fervently for resmimt. Iti response to a speaker who 

ilerrianded thM ihe people should take action mntedlatcEy, the president 
of the cbK M. &1anqm hlm^lL has spoken out a^nst him two days 
tpnmnjs, declaring that ii would be impnicient to tltibatlt on matim m 10 
hittiy and drastLc a Faahxin. lhat (he working masses have so Ear ng bmt 
primaplei. and dui by tiying to preH (m so last there was a risk of bringing 
evtryihtnj; Kilo jeopari^.^ 

Whiievcf pians for an insurTtcnan ww ifooL dot mdy dnl Sbnqui OflpOU 
them but iodK] tlarbcs and even Sohrio', who vas reponed Id have soon been 
dcprviMd ibmi! It^ prg$p«ctl for success. 

When May 15 came, a crowd assembled at ihc Place de la Buulle and begin 
I wktnp much to ihe PlliUiS bourbon. Estimalcs of the sir Pf ihc cdwmn 
range from about 1{>,0D0 lo 20,000. The acnml number wia ItkeJy tomewherr 
m between, probably coward the lower end of ihe ngmetKaJ speclntni. In any 
rttM, IE WM sghstaniid^ smaller (Eiatt The huge jmnnfe oE March 17, and Ecw of 
the dfinonsirittsm camed any inms- Aopordine Eo Ehe plan, such aill miy h*ve 
been, li the crowd wjnj fired upon, the demonarators wese espeettd tP mih 
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liomf lo TcLncve Lhdr -WEapon?, ?nd only tlifw lerum la * logiAiically 

dirfKuli If not Absurd sc«iwip. 

No iooncT did ibe demonslralcn^ rt*ctl [he Palaii Bourbon than, they ciirie 
up agim&t t»niin}^l 5 of ihe Mobde tl^uard and National Ouard. whicti had 
bfcn dtptoytd ic pToteci the AsscuiWy General CiKoniis. who hUI 
fomniinded the National Guard. w« disposed, because oJ ha rrpubllcin 
i-enunvenuL lo ttvAi the demonsJiratais in a j^uL tf rum. maimer He ticiJully 
ordered the Guinli not la Eie on ihc eiWAtd and instead ^eed to admit Into 
the Chamber addegaiion iwernyfiiw dEanemstratm. bc« 1 h£ i petuwn [h*l 
called for a vur tn suppoct o( ihc Iha, once ihe dmes W ihe Palafcr 
nouibon were crpcitnL [hmeafids of a^ianed dcntonsCraitxm burtt ihrOufh, 
flooding ihe i^lerbRiD a poun 'wbeic the QjoDn began Ht coHapK- Some of che 
utfurgent} were forced to drop Do the floor below, while otherr were iwepE 
dlrecdy mto the assembly full, where die deputies sal in hrocen uleiKt 
Whether Slsnc|,ut cried "Forward!” to the suiElng tarowd 3 she ia alleged (0 have 
done, ks arguable; kf be did the old ins«!TOCnrjrust may have been tempnrarJy 
famed away by the esritement of die momenL tn any case, If there la Jtiy ttlilh 
to the alLegaiion, he stems to have quicldy reBamed hlA coinpowre snd self- 
poSKSettm and hehavied Wiilh 0Dn5idcoble priKlencc: 

AJthou^ the nuiyhem that Ebllo-wed this invaston seemed, to ail sppearamices, 
like the kind o[ InsutTKtionaiyjoumeir that had marked the Greai Revoluliofl, the 
.ippearance wasenurely deceptive. Since ihctCiOWi'd was ndiher aimed nor vou-td 
any mtenihSci of disbanding the Assemihiy,ii obviously bad no platii 10 ulte over 
the government. It was moved mare by a Bcncloui possion us aid the Pokl than 
by any clearly formulated putschist inienOonS- If anyihing, ihc dub lader 
FinnQOil l^spail. an ardent revolutionary, road the petitton oil behall cd ihe Polci 
w^ih ddiberme and nvonmonous sIowihss (asi he later tokf ihe eouir iHh uftd 
him tor hlj role m ihc May 15 events) in order to calm the ooivd Indecil » 
much was Poland on the ciOAwd''A mirvd ihai when Bkntiill, a4l bUE swept up to 
the diaf of ihe Auembfy. atlesnpled lo shtfi Ut irtenisrai froin Poland lo ihe 
Of ^rmaoon of labor, he wws quiddy intenuptHl by Soboer WHh the cry 'hlo. 
thte H not Khan (wikr. Pobiul! Tell us ab^ Poland!' Hus erf w«e eelwed 
ihuHi^MHii the Chamber, compelling Pkaiupu to reaim to the main sUbjeCI 
pubtK iniimt. ^ Diweau emphasis what the crowd wamedL dcfpite lU 
econonilc despertaorr. “was lo so^p ■oppwtsw't long? and oppresaed peoples 
from the bcc of Europe. TVy watmi^ Ineknd, llaiy, Poland to be Even 

the StIQSh ambassador Lord Normanby, a btlKi enemy of the insuriRentl noted 
ihol the crowd wau anything hui ilL-humored and dangetoua. 1ri no way did they 
thnfMfn the immebilized deputies who remadned behind, many of whom. Like 
TtJCtllieviUe, calmly sat oul the AssemW/s SWfUon with dignified imperturb- 
atMll^. 

But the dublsti who called the jonmeif did not coum on the rmotloniL 
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inslabilify of cm of their leJdeiS, Aipyslus Huber, a Eixlwre from ihe nld 
denilmotide 4[ the ifcret locHues.,. who seems ta have been eentipLeiel}^ carried 
sway by the uproar. ShcniTil. aswie, HubeP almost bystcrically dcclsiral 

ch^i (h^ Consthverii Assembly was dissolved. His djecLaraiLon v/nf eeboed by 
oiUs from unkiMTwe mdii^duals calling flti ibe Ch^d lo march to the HStcl dc 
Villc, This was Indeed an open call for an insumKd<iri. The cmdwd crowd 
Lnsiantly sei oflf foi the dty bait. wUb mcmiOiics of ibr February uprising and iis 
Llinetary soil liesb in their mmda. Tti the backgyLmiidK theyccuuld bear the rappEr 
being heaien, summonong the Natianai Guard to arms to quell thedr actiorii. 

The >™rntfe wjs pjTi inaybem. pan Ejuee—^pjrt, perhaps, the work of 
govemifleni agents as well—while (he-takeover" cE the Parisian city hall verged 
on opera bouEEe. Sarbes, notwithstanding bis inUisI oppoedtion bo the whole 
affair, itsshed id ihe forefiont of lite marcb, probably to upstage his otd riviJ 
Blauqui—who, in fact, wisely lin^geted behind and soon dnhed away. Under 
B^rb«'s leadership, and with Albcjt'^s supporU the demonstrators arrived at the 
Hfirel dc Vllk and Ewk over one wtng of iJie bvUdJng. Tttey cncoumcred no 
resistancf: the cEbcer oomiuanditi^ the guard of the huge smicturc, one 
Colonel Rjey, was an old Etirnd: of Batbes and made no attempt to fordbly 
preveni the unarmed crowd From octttpylng (he cliy haEl 

Meanwhile the mayor of Paris, Manast, simply shifted over to the oLher wing 
of the Hotel dc Viltc, where be printed counterstatements agaiinst the 
’'tnstirrKUoti" and dropped ihcm from windows to the crowd below. Barbes, 
from his own wing, proceeded to issue wo decrees. The people having 
dissolved the National Assembly, there remains no power bni that of the People 
itself,*' announced one, so (he eidsting Coustiluenl Assembly was repfajced with 
a new "Commissitm oE Ooveniment." A KOOnd tUCJCe dedaied (hai "“ihe 
Russian and German governments" were faced wUh war if they failed "to 
retonstitule PoLand."^^ 

What emerges from the various i;t>nllicung accounts of (hij event 1$ ihau 
lifter an hour of such opcraiics. a National Guard ardllejy ofEcer arrested 
Barbfe.'i, ind he, togaher wlih EaspaU, Sobner, Atbeti, and other workingclsiss 
leaders., were carted oS to jail. Blantpji managed to elude the police for ten days 
until he too was jailed. As to the crcMAtl, it quiddy dispersed once the Guard 
amfved, and its leaders were hauled away without resistance. 

The demonstration of May 15 and its farcical "insurrection'' prodded the 
govemment with exaedy ihe preiexE Li needed Ear euitading working-dass 
acUvilks, Gaussidierc, who had stayed out of the entire adventure, wus 
eompelled CO gurytmdei hlSi sirutegtc position as chief of police m a '*modEtai£: 
republican,’' and his iimed "MonLagnard" forces were disbwided. Blanc, who 
had barely escaped serious injury bi the hands of the Natioruil Guards in the 
Palais Bourbon, had to use all tus eloqucnoc to retain bis seal m the Assembly. 
In all, several hundred people were temporarily rounded up. All the militant 
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dubs Sind cv«n Lhe mD4ier?lc ones iivcrc closed down for ? Ume. and Leaders 
such as Blancjuj and Raspail, whose would have been invalLiabJe 10 

the wurkcTS in (he baldej dlaC ley ahead, were rmprisoned. 

Eaity ln Jnnt che Assembly passed a Ecturr*! low l»nnmj all sma 
l^alherin^ Tliis law, as Robertson observes, was so- "ferodous" dial ‘'to stand 
nnkncwine^y nest to a pwson bearUfi^ a conocaJed weapon btome ? orUne. 
The monaicby's decrees seemed imild In compartsom.’' Eui the ban on 
galhcrings did nol sobdne the workcfs oE Pans. Indeed, having t»ecn pticked by 
[he thorns of s peacticmjry pariiamehuty republic, the wwkei^ Hobaison 
adds, '"be,gan making cartridges again in iheir suburbs."^ 

In the tweeks beFow the May the Esecutivc CommissLon dedded to 

priodaim a “FestivaL ol Concord," summoning atl Rarijian^ and pnovindak to tbe 
Champ de Mors in order to publidy OKpress their feelings of nationai^tcTnilt— 
and. above all, then soMartry wuh the gtjvemmeni The date hjid been set tor 
Sunday, May H. But when the fourteenth came aroomd, the government and the 
Luxembourg CommisEton were locked in an angry battle, whkh obliged the 
Ftsecudve CommJssItHi to defetr the fesdvjj w the following Sunday, May 31. On 
that blessed day, the fesuval bnaliy loo^ place. Lanterns lined the buildmgs horn 
the Place de la Concorde to the Arc de Triomphe, arrd floats r^tescntitig aits and 
industry were parade before a. btige crowd of ordookers. BuijlFufennm was the 
sendmeni most notably absent from the festival Many Farisians ridiculed the 
floats and the p^antiy, espedaUy deriding the slogans supporting the 
goveminent. A* the Counijess d'Agi&uLt noieSv 

People laughed at the float that depicted agriCUllUte. wbKh the program 
descfibed as being drawn by ci«en with gilded horns. In fact it was pulled by 
twenty carthorses. Thej' booted at the five hundred maidens crowned with 
yab leaves who followed the carl They jeered at the itilut oF the ReputlK 
with fouT bans croLiehed ar her feel, and they generally regarded the Festival 
of Concord as a bad imitation of the Festival of the Supreme Being |which 
had been suged by Robe-sp«iTe shortly before bis fall Eriom powerl.*^ 

The dimax of the festival was to be a huge military review before lhe new 
Executive Commissltyn, headed by Lamanine, and the Assembly representa¬ 
tives. But the review itiiscaTTied woefully. When the rcsplendetuly unifotmed 
National Ctiatds paraded by shouting "Lang live ihe National AssembLyl" their 
fellowj In working-class blue Wowses Cor smocks) responded with lhe cry; 
"Lang live (be -democraLie and social republid:" Alongside die silent troops of 
the line marched cb^ ^ir^gdy unpredtciabl^ Mobik Guard, wbo 94 poLtlk^J 
bjyalties anvyised. sucb concern iti Tcoqucvitle, 

Thui, within a span of only ihiee months, (he veneer of J^-atemitc that hod 
eodsE^ in Februivry had. been replaced by a spiril of furious class hatred. The 
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liticraLR hoitj beVi^4 (fua jcvim: tiaiviEig psuaniz^d [ti« wofrlinng cLasE whtn 
they ncHied iheir supfKsrt aRainsl ihe July Motiarchy, ihcy quickly lumed 
against iht "hEue [tf^dsej" mce the workiTS cJemsndid mlnlmaJ soda] 
improvemanLE far therruckicE and iheir fanulKa. Nar v/£i£ liic baLirgcoi^ 
arid The fltJUibJcS prepiSKd to pennit any inijditicatkm af the watViS. qvo. The 
pleas ol (he mote decent eltMncnts cf sodcly—journalists, pfafessonaJs. anid 
even derks like the ftrthblahtJp of PatlJ, -wtltO '‘frts deeply sensUive to the 
tnlsct^ahle Itv^j «f the worlsers—had no ciedjbdlity with the employing adid 
priiiJeged classes. Il was now apparent that ihere could be no [eeondliation 
between the p 0 SK$&ing and dlapassessed das&es of sodety. An eKplcuiOin was 
Inontnng on the hcoizon, one that would he the workers' Iasi attempt to 
establish a '‘democraLic and social republic" Ih 164-&. 
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CHAPTERS The Insurrection of June 1848 


AlthDUfh Lhc imTncdifltc <:l^ the Lniurt^CLlon of JutM to (tic 

.gOrv^tnilKtnt's d^cisli?^ (O (erminats ihi^ Naikiiial WqiLuIkip&, it was apfafciund 
underlying class conflkL dial brou^t it about. Mihlanl and dass ronsdous, 
wumcti as ivdE as mtr, the June Lriiutg.erns hstl reKtied a compleH Impasse 
uiih the Assembly^ and they wene iefi with no recourse hut to rise up in arniEd 
revoli. 

In an extTaDrdjnary sCaLcmenL ihal appears 10 date from June, the woTketi of 
the nineleenUi bngade of the NaPonal Worfehops warned (he Aswraihly: 

,[>0 not Forj^t. Monarchists, that it was not that Wc coutd remain your slaves 
Thai we btoueJn about a dntd revolnnon. Wc feuglht your social system, the 
sole clause oF ihe disurdei and poverty that devours and swallows 
cantcanpoTaty society.'' 

The first revolution had overlhrciwn the absolute monardiy in 1763; the 
■second, in l&iO.had given rise L-o a myaf cctisiicutiowai system- In the (hirdi (he 
uprising of PebruaTy 16 ^^ (he workers had hoped to achieve their "democr’anc 
and soda] republic,'' a hope that had ^one unfiilfilted because of the usutpers at 
lhc Hold tie VilJc The workers had tww evhausted every legal and moraJ 
means, ai tbete dispcisal to gain that repuhtic, but the demand for the "third 
revolutioci" still petasted—that iSv For the historical rtaJBailon trf the proTnise of 
the Febtiwy banwades, 

Many^ perhaps the majority, of those who rose to romptetc (hc "third 
rcvolutkin" of June were cSStnit^lly demanding basic economic chants, which 
they regarded as cnnsuniting a social republic: the enpansiott of the National 
vVorkshops into ewperathea wiih. state assisiance, umvcrsal compuboty 
education, living standards oornttvctiiuisie wlih then work, aral free associa¬ 
tions to govern their own economic ^nd politleiJ alEaua. As a placard on the 
Pone Saini-Maroeau pronounced on June 53, ike "’democratic and sodaJ 
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republic" "democrudc Ln LhaC a1] dtizeTis ^re cleCLOt^ ... SccUil m that alb 
ciiizeTis arc pEmiitued ta form as^oc^ttanj fcT wnrlt.'"^ 

To be EU.T 1 C. artiOtig ihe irtsUrEccitB, there wcnc undcKubtcdly many workers 
with broader social aspiration^—jcKb^llSU aifid comtrLllnL5[s^, inclnding 
Fouriedsts, Sainl-Simonians. and CahEtists— who dreamed that (he Enstir- 
rechon would bishej In rhe pubhc ownership of [iropeny in one form or 
another. hL. these men and woonen were probably a minnrity. Radical lc[;cnds 
to the contrsty notwndvsiandjng, many of the InsuiBents thougtn of tliemMives 
as ^aod republicans, and the Erioolor wa^ at Iwi a^ conspicuous on the 
harritades as the red flag. IndlnduiJs [jem dillcrenL walks of life panidputed in 
the June Days (even the poeS and art crinc Cbaries ^udelarc<e fou^r with the 
insurj^nts!). bu.1 it was above edl a brstoric and desperate worklng-dass 
uprising—cho iVrsa in revcJutlnnaTy history, 

Indeed, howevier limited were the iirunEdiatE goals of the June msunechoTU 
Sts Umphciiilons were farbtoiidci-i and s^gain. no one S3.w them more cleariy than 
Tocqueville; 

SVhat distinguished |lhejune insurrcction|, amor^all the events of this kind 
which have sueoe-eded one another m. France for sixty yeajs^ is that it did not 
aim at chartging the form of F^vemment, but at altering the order of society, 
k Wics not. stticily Speaking, a political Struggle, in the sense whkh unul ihen 
we had given lo the word, Iwt a oombat of dose againsT dase^ a son of Servile 
War. ft repiresented the facts of the Revolution of Febauaiy In the same 
manner as the iheories of Socialism represented Its ideas; or rathei It issued 
naturally from these ideas,, as- a son does fre™ his mother.... 

It must also he observed that this formidable insurrection was not the 
entftprise of a certaiti number of cOnSpIfatora., but the iervolt of flrue whole 
seetino of the populahon agailn^t another.^ 

Th-e fact Is that the "senflU war" chat brroke oni on the bamcadts of June 2 } 
was overwheLmingly a class war, indeed ihe Best scif-oonsdotis and explicit 
woritihg-clas* insurrection in history, and it was seen as SUChby ihe worker* IS 
well as by thelj opponents. It dissolved the myth of patinati. which ihe 
ooiiVenlionBl "format" rcpuhlicsins had cmblazDiicd togethef with their mO-SL 
sacred clanri^ lo and iLfi^itrl, and it added 10 ihem a nghr bom of the 

social question. Or as Maire put it "Only after bdng dipped in the blood of ihc 
Jane msiujgwus did the tficolior become the (fag of the Futispean nevolupon—the 
red 
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"LIVT^ WORKING OR DEE FIGHTING'’ 

Cf the workers were trying to actuEvc a "ihird. revicGmJwi," ihc WUhttr' 
irvolT^lionaiy Constilutnl Aisfinhly trying lo ttim back the clock of history' 
to the ^late of affairs that had cxbJted prior to February 24, HtPw bt b?iik dicy 
to turn it. vaneJ from ont Assembly repfEsentati^'e to another, a 
difficulty ibjit somerinKS conhised the train ol evcnls. But ihc deputies, 
however touch they disagreed with each other, 'were united m the eonvlcupn. 
that the PartSian wortwrs had lO be suppressed. FeSU ihe Assembly oJfidaJly 
dLsbaTtded the Luttembonrg CoantoLtdon, afthou^ the LvyembPUCg Labor 
J^ssc[I 1 b 1 y continued to exisl on its own as an extralegal body under the name 
cte CiwporiJhijns indeed, adding itvsult to injury, the Executive 

ComtnLssion proceeded to occupy ihc Luxembourg Palace for its o'wn 

Ones (he Luxembourg was Oul of the way. (he ncraBining dubs and trade 
corporations were next m tine for rqjression. In tlte second week of Juht. 
Warrast, as mayor of Paris, took syslemaUc step^ to dose down the corporations 
as well as the dubs by etlmitiMing thel-t munkipally conlit>]led meeting places. 
"Ertween June 1 2 and 1 noies Peter H. Amann, 

clubs still meeting m schools, bosplWils, asylums, and palaces bad theu 
munidpal authorization canceled. In some instancts they Sttnpiy found (he 
school building where they met locked and barred. ... The fact [hat 
OtganLited tnJl wiorken were bcii^g demed public meeting places while 
employer groups were not, cw that a displaced COilservaUve. club like the 
Democratic Club of the National Guard enuLd (um to Marrasi lor help In 
findmg a new home, lends wc^bt to the charge of class discrimioalion.’ 

Irorucally, Marrast's restriction '^■as counterproductive from his own perspcc- 
uve because many of the dubs, which biid recovered after the repression 
following May 15, 'were acniaJly calling upon the workers for Testrasne These 
dutis bad cxm^titulcd an arena for the peaceful eiprtssion of vrorkingdasa 
grie^nces, in centrist lo open arw StiCh » (he Poews Sami-Mwitri and Ssmi- 
fJenis, where workers who still congregated during the evenings voiced their 
anger m more vitriolic phtaseJ, sometime* leadlrig w violent a-rguiwents and 
near riots. 

M<anwhik, late Iri Muy, behievd dofled doors, the government had beg>m its 
most CDtLsctfuential aa of reprcssrorc the assault on the National Workshops 
The F-Keou(ivc Commission ordered Emile Tbomai to "invite” young 
unmarried male workers to cither cntisl in the army or be dtopped hipm the 
Workshops' rolls. Older or married workers who canid not "foTmally prove 
residence m E^ans for six manihs before May 24" were to be dismissed 
Employers, m nun. were tree id "lequasltion any number of employees" from 
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the Wotkshop!—appaiifnlJy ai whatever wa^e rates they chose—ind a 
worfccr'5 leEiisal lo accept such 9- job wioajld result iti dismissjJ. The raiesK 
mtjieover, ihal ihc wodoers were abJiged: to accept were not hourly wages butl 
pdecework raies, whbch they hated as unduly expLoUadve. Finally, "Iwvgadcs of 
wtukere" were to be sent to pncmndal depMtinernSv iJjeee 10 eng;^ In "public 
walks under die dSeeciSon oj the Ifnjjnccis of Bridges and Roads."* 

Thomas, apparently appalled hy the irnirssi'--c tracisfonnatlon ih his project, 
asied ihai the lS(JUii-nH; of iJic decree be delayed. On May for this insoience, 
the young director was arrested by the ttiihistcr of the ititcrior and burailcd off 
to Bordeaux Uinder an armed cscorL The exptanaupn gyven to ihc jAubllC was 
that ThoirLas had been assigned it> study canals in die pio^tnccs. So sudden 
and suneptiUDUs was this "reaissignmcnr"' that Thotnas was denied any 
oppcriuntty to visit with or even write to his mother hefere his departure. The 
director haiti by then, hceeme a ihijm tn the Side of the Executive CommissbDti 
.'Mchougb ho frietHl of Blanc's, Thomas was idicalisrie and sterns to tiave come 
aroujid m the Luxembourg's way of thlnldiig about (he "organizaiion of labor." 
I Lad he remained in Paris, he mighi even havr stirred up the woticers Once he 
arrived in Bordeaux, the govemmeni kept him under SLiTveillaocc until lute 
Julie— "a procedure iO hlgh-haruied," notes Prisdlla E5)obcrt5on, “that Louis- 
Ihilippe's police would never have dared lo oy h’'^ In ns arrogStvCe jcicl 
mdliTerenoe to the rights of hscitizenty, the Second Republic had outdone even 
the July Mouarehy. 

Before the decree of the Exeeudve Commission could aCTOally be Issued, 
howtver, a sescoud assault on the Worlsshops was being prepared from auorher 
gewemmenLaJ tpian^r a gruxip of Catholtc reactiOnBjiies in ihc Assembly led by 
Count faJloux, abebever in a theocratic government who had been disposed to 
defend the Inquisjtion undl political drcumstances obliged him lo veil his real 
V3CWS In a TqjmbJlfian veneer. FalloUx now proposed (o dose- down the Naiiunal 
Workshops completely, without the elaborate airangemenis derailed In the 
Peiiiatchy's pUu. 

Incredibly, FaLloux's proposal gamed the suppon of Sh^OUdllfift, as well as of 
the naive Virtor Hugo. E^oudhon later acknowledged lhal he had behaved like 
Jin imbedlei, yet the cotuenr of th? FaHwiK (kflfe^ wm cotisistcnl with hts own 
baued yl doles, which was bow be saw the National Workshops; hence his 
SuppoR for die proposal would have been nO gtical departure for him in 
principle In any case, the majority of the Assembly rejected FaHouji's proposal 
as too provocative, y«c the rejertlon made iLltle diEFcrence tu the wurkers. The 
proposal had already been widely puhlioaed, and ilte worket^s were only too 
aware that the workshops would hi abohshed by one means or another. 

The measures agatna ihc National Workshops however, eouM not have 
occuned at a worse ume lor (he Parisian working class. Then economic stralis 
were now despersie. Not ou^ was a cholera epidemic lag^ttg Sn the ciiy. 
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afflicLinf ILS ^cirer dLstiKts more scviereLy ihan the wealthier cnea, Imii 
unempLe^cnl: had produt^d A S<LuaLic?n. In (hr Pauboarg. S^iiit- 

AntoLnr, about Lwo-ihirds of (he workers were wiihouc )obs. Many of them 
relied endroSj’ on ihrit Iwiofrano (vjig;; fcntri the National Workshop* to feed 
their families. Almosi: three-quartos of the fumtuire malrcrs in the Faubourg, a 
v^ty Important craft in Lhar area, wfte wlihoUL regular work and were faced 
wii DutrighL s.iarb'Atl(>n. Tliese men stuj women were ihe most revolutwnaty 
people m Pans. Among the most active participants in the Fcbcuaiy rising, (he 
men wore pcobaWy (ht besr irairved in che use (rf arms and In sireet fighting 
end laten as members of National Guard legionsv National Workdaop 
battalions, clubs, and trade union*, (hey had grown accustomed to Btcling. with 
discipline snd forethought. ’ftTien Marrast dosed the munndpal buildmgs (ha 
had housed their dub meetings, the workers of the Saint-^Lcitnc held their 
own "open-air clubs," s* they called them, to listen to ocaiwns, engage m 
debates, and formuLare and discuss practical densions. 

In ihe meantime, the Luxembourg, workers and the National Workshops 
workers, who had formerly been divided agama each other, li-nally rewgtnied 
their common grievance as a class. On June IR, the extralegal Luxembourg 
Assembly, led by Pierre Vtncatd and August Mum, now united with working 
class leadens of die Naucmal Workshops and issued ijomt statement declaring 
rliai "norhing L^: possible now m France bur the Democratic and Soda! 
Republic."® Although their statcmenl was Lntendod to calm the wenkets, (heir 
dedat^tion was doubtless tegaeded nS a charengr 10 ihe CtMlsUtuenl Assembly. 
As Blanc ^>hlE£™ed^ the "three months" grace persod that the workers^ Ln 
February, had given lo Lamarlinc to introduce major social changes "was past!"^ 
Finally, on June 21 the Esecuuve Ccmmlsslon's sweeping dettee dissolving 
the National Workshops was finally issued and published in Lc Moitibrur. 
producing a sensation among the workers. Crowd* galhered througboul the 
poorer quarters of The diy, dehatm^ d^monsiraung, and slowly gaihering into 
ever larger groups rhai dearly ponended an uprising Even the reactionaiy Le 
CoustitHtHmirr belatedly {oti June 23) dlsappjoved of the govenameist's 
handimg of the decree. 

More cEIon could have betn made, m our vi<w, ro prepare opiruon for the 
announcement; more prudence could have been shown. the 

annownccmeiU was sudden Jtid because there was a lack of reassuring 
comment, there ts a danger of jeopardizing this decislcin. which has been 
staved off for so lotig^'^ 

NeverthelesSi even if the government had hehaved more piudendy Ln 
dissoKmg the Workshops, it is estremely unlikely ihai the result would have 
luen sigtUflciandy different. 
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THE MRRICADES OF JUNE 

On ThLusdfl)' morning, June 12^ nearlj^ >0[) WKjrkcrs mardied (owiird tht Mm;? 
dll PaJaiii-Nadcmal cairymfl banners ■wit}! the msigniS "NaiMnal WorUsbaps" 
and smEing the MirdnE "Ci^it dsi d^pdri" OUKf crtjwds marched lo iJic HOld 
de Vdtt. denouncing, plans to diip Jonner ■Warfeshop hjforL:eTS oH » drain ibe 
unhealthy niaisbcs of Soldgtirt. 

Ttwy spptai [0 have chosen a spokesman in the person of a Iktitenant from 
ihe National Workshops, Louis PU|OL Pujol was alt apooLypdc mystic, whose 
scripluraJ-soundinE plriipiiecy fljf Days of Bicwd SEemed like a proletarUin Bonk ot 
Revetajuon. Ai nine o'clock that raojTiiEi£. he and four working men were 
delegated to quesTron Lhc 'EiKOUtlve Cotrunigsion ahout its plans for the 
workers tinder die newly published decree. Pujol asked Marie what the 
government would do if the workers resisted the decree. As BLarsc lells the 
story. Mane nrspOtided that 

“The i^ioikmcn ... who do ItOl Stlbmn W the decree will be sent out of Paris 
by foTix."... 

The reply of M. Pujol ... was as foLlows: "Oliien Heprescntalives, you 
insult men invested with s wered character as delegalics ol the people, we 
withdraw with ihe profound conviction that you neither desire the 
organisation of lahuf, noj (he prosperity oJ (he French people." “ 

By late, allctnoon, after thesrory of the intcrchartge had CirtulatecI, Thousands of 
workers from all parts ol (he dEy graviliitcd toward the Place dn Pantheon and. 
assembled ihcic by LOn;b]^gh^^ in great ag^tajiion. As if to add Ereiiicr chama 
10 ihe events, the datit sky flashed with hghtnitrg snd resounded with thunder. 
Ai (he Palais houTbon, Blanc could he»t one ccmtisnious chanL '"Dit pain mr d\f 
plcmfc [liiresd. or Lead!) By nine o'clock. accordinE lo police TepoTIS^ the crowd 
before the Pantheon numbered in the lens oE thousands. Pujol told the newly 
iHTtvcd workers what Msrie had said and called upon Them to .swear vengearKe, 
which they solemnly did. On the Lnitiatri'e of radical National Guards from the 
Twelfth Lejpon, they agreed (0 Teitiru w> (he Pantheon at sue the nest moroing, 
Fnjday,June 23. 

Ucsp-itc the inclcmcnl wealhetH a huge crowd gathered a;^ at the Ptjce dti 
Pandifion The next mominj. There, at Pujol’s JirtCLiOfl. they marched with 
grave determination through tike rmn to the Place de la Bastille, their numbers 
swelling along the way. Ai the site where the Bastdle 'had been hesaeged some 
sixty years before, the great mass of men and women wncovered theif litJCli 
and kneeled m horr^ge to die revoLuuonaty heroes and heroines who had 
falfeu on July 14, 1799. Then, breaking up mio oolumns and groups, they 
scatured lo aU the working-dass neighborhoods and began to build barricades 
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Over rhe next few days matt, than a 1000 tNtitioKks wcr-c built, according, tn 
a count mndt aJlcr the hmlilitJeJ CJme la an end They wtTf cfficentrated 
mainly m iKc nartheul^ in Lhc UbjJL'JciIuI wcifklng<JikM arua <A Patis: the 
Fauboursa SflmirMurtiCl. du Temple, and Pciiiiomtft extending into the 
helgbu tif Miuninuirtn; the Fafubemr^ SiiiiL-AntCiLne and the FUitic dc la BasliLlc. 
Bui others Sprang tip in the Fatlbwitg du Pantheon, Um Uuci QusJter, and 
Cientilly Ln the Krtlth; find in the FaubfHir;g Saintjacqim. lud the Qtt tn the 
eenier—wtih well-guarded prize, the HSlcl de V||](. Thtny-dghl '^ert erected 
in the Rue Silnld>cc|un hicrnc. and marty ihirry aJoiag ihe Ruc du Faubourg 
Saint^uKne. 

Alihtnigfi many of (hem woe litdc moTT than untawe hUTtm 10 obtima 
the iTwwinenl td the g)(iveniln«il‘4 POOps^ a laa]gc nuniber were linposng 
$queiun:4. tn xume cases reachntg as high as Eiftem (Ml, usih pceiholes fttr 
rausktte, siTartgfy temforred hy bufley even iranw and wa^fms 

Toci^U«si]le marveled at the worliers'' mcliculcusneSa- in preparing their 
defenses. 

In all ihe httk streeu $urroundins [the Hotel de VllLe], I fuutid people 
engaged In inahing bamcades; they proceeded In ihetr Wurh v^th the 
cunnsiig and regularity of an ervgitiew, not unpaving more IlCCWS than were 
tiewsaaty icj Uy the imsntlatlons of a very thick, solid and even neallyhuill 
wall. In whicb they generally left s small opening by the tide of the bouses to 
permit [if IrtgrCss and egress.'^ 

The grim detenrUnauun, sdf-disdplinc, and courage with vdiidi the Farisiari 
wotkets set about their ts&k is actesiodby vcmiUy jW; hemcH observers on both 
sides of ihh drspcnie social war. Walking along the t^f^l bank of the 5nnc ail 
(our o'dock on lhc ahonoon of June 13, Alfatandtr Kentn. d>e Rtmlac 
revoluTMfliry ttlle, noticed that as 'llw shofM were shuling^ colunni of the 
Manonal Ouard with stnisier faces were marching in dkffetem. threclioASi.''A beH 
sounded from SalnC-SupilKC, summoniTig the workers lo irms 

On (he athcT side of the river, barricades were being thnrwti ktp In all ihe 
streets and alleys, l can sec now [bo« gloomy figures dragging lhc stones, 
women and chkldnit helping (hem. A young Potytechnk Student climbed, 
one barrlode that apparently WSS Pnlshed, unfurled (he fl^ and began 
singing tht KlursetHalK in a mournfully solemn voloe, all who wene worfditg 
joined In, and lhc chevus of iht grand S&ng resounding over the stOEVfS of 
lhc barricades made the hesn throb. .. The alarm bell Hill nang out 
MeanwhUe. there was ihe ihud of ardlJcry over the bridge, and General 
BeguM on the bridge scanned through a fidd-glass the memyt posilion.’^ 


TUt eUjUE!E!ECTtDN DFIUNE ia-4a 191 


A coaLesccniic i^as laking pbce -ainon^ the cti'iwdi aroytid iht 

capitf^K ch^ttrlflg sJog^S Jiac vijw-td (o Jreaist the goT'cmmcnt's dccrecE 

^nd policies. Had any coordiiLaicd Ileadcrslup n'c^Kd 
Ccitianly various. orga,nliS(IOftS sgpdiic lor vatioui suaia wUhin llic worbinj 
popnjlatian, such as die UnjjO'ii of BrigadLcrs of the Nationa] WotkshO[^ and <ht 
nDW-semiinililairy Soetde dcs Dnjiti dc I'fJommc, -which 3l(*fed cm memfliiES of the 
cif I742-'Q3- hut there was no overaJ] plan for an tnsUtTcCUcyn^ 
and no guidmft trulitaiy sUalcgy w Or^nizatLo-n—Sltli lets a party diat haid a 
stjitlegy for talcing over ihe govemmen-L With their shiest leadecs jsuLcd in the 
Vincennes, ihe workers rose up mairily on their owri, and local miliiams— 
usually men w'ilh tnlUwry training, juch M InsttTgcnt. National Guards-- 
provided dwm -niih teadershtp. Every serious account of the June insortectiou 
indicates that the Insurgents acted with esura&Tdlnary spontaneiEy and 
ingenuity. TocpuevtUe notes ihai they '‘foughi without a war-cry, -vrithoul 
leaders, uithoui flags, and yet with a nuTvellous harmony and in wonnt of 
milLlary ntperience Lhac iswnished tlie oidest oEftcers.’’''^ About half of the 
insurgents MtlYi 10 have been National Workshop workers. 

Wnhin a given stieci or its environs, the sponUncoUS *>ordtTiadon of the 
workers was Btslotiishirtg. Women sud children look over noncomhative tasks, 
$uch 0 ^ rcpatTing damaged barricades, provisioning supplies a>:l4 water for the 
comhalants, caring for the -wounded, atld the liJse. Each neaghborhood uied to 
cast lead and zinc bullets fwf Its righierj^ and to produce black gunpowder— 
often otvitlipelling rduciant local chemisls to help them, hut C^n AS the 
fveij^borhoods coordmated their KtiviLies peJcsMIy and efficiently, no 
OMrdinaLion CKisted between the <rii4ntets or even between bamcades only a 
few sneets diSi^nc In its structure, the insurrection almost seertied a matter of 
indmdual neighborhoods lisdcig up, rtither thati brge MWtons of die city as a 
whole. As Bbeve tells us^ 

This insuirecliou, so general in its ea«S« and m us sprat, assumed at almost 
every point the character of a local protesL In many dislricLs, the L-nhabitanis 
reserved to Lhemsdvcs ewclusively the giurdof ihor Owti barricades, reeded 
the flssQlunce oj {fratigert:, mA aj^r dojEiig ofl access to their streeis; reJiiSed Ur 
coopetifLlc in tfcs genmaf dllHcfc.'* 

Evtn batTl»des that could have easily spared men commotdy refused lo send 
ihem to support insurgents m. other faubourgs who were bertighard pressed by 
govcmmeni troop*. 

This otienlatlon was not the result of myopia, or of a failure 1o undtrstarKl 
dial the fate of cadi batricade depended ultimately on the fate ol all it was dvo 
In great part to recent rEdic^ history, as Amann notes, whidi assodawd 
cotH-dinauan and strategy with falluie, as exemplified by im-potent oonspirators 
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kike and Blanqui and with ihc abortive ennspiraoiES of sccjiM sodcdH 

tike the 5atso^. 

Euctxssfiil TEVoiutionSv on the contnity. wete assumed Id he spontaneous 
C^nd therefore unpLannable} upheaivals of die masses—wmess July 
July 1530, and Fcbinary 1846. By June 184& -mryione foresaw violence, 
widespread popular violence provolietl hy a hosple gofvemmeniL But n& 
e^oltidonary’ organization dieajned (hai Li couEd conlrDE the directlDTi, 
iTuensity, and hmiiis of (hal violence ** 

The insurgents, fearing any degree of coordinalion that nughl demand even a 
modest sacriBce of local autonomy, veered lo the extrenne o\ almost pun 
spomaneiiy and independent deoision-inaking. This highly anaiehistic mentality 
was to make the uprising disastrously vulnetablc lo altadtS by the go^ntintent 
and Its troops^ which cariehilly coordinated its strategy on a citywide stale. The 
June msutgerus seemed unwilling to take conscious conJErol of the coming storm 
and draw up plans for deaiitig with Ll on a wider $C?fe $4 that chelf uprising, 
while reuimng consldenblc local fletdhtliry, could make systematic headway 
against the well-disdpimed troops that conhonted them, ttus felLshization of 
untnnpetcd localism and sponiatielcy sealed the fate of the iniutrecclofl. 

NevertheleSAv for a dnte the -question of whethej rhe government would be 
able CO hold Paris at all was very^ mirth in question. The Mobile Ouaod. the 
army, amd. the bourgeois units of the NalionaJ Guard were placed, under ihe 
command of General Eugfene Covaignae, who had acquired a reputation for 
ferodry in campaigns against Algerian trihesmen. Gavadgikac dedded not Co 
atiadc the Insurgents or obsttua their barinaide bulldmg wutl he had 
completely equipped and massed his outi uoops As a result of his inaction 
on Friday, fully half of E^s felt inCo the hands of the rnmrg.eMs 

TocquevUlt, amaicid that the army had permitted this co happen, asked 
General Lamorid^ why his uoops had not engaged the insurgents. 

"^Vhai arc! you d-OtligT"' 1 asked him. “They have already been filling M (he 
Porte Samt-Denis, and bamoades are being built all rOUnd. the Hd'tel de 
ViUc." 

"PatleriM,'' he sreplkd, "we are going there. Do you chink we aM such fools 
as to scatter our sol-dicn on such a ^ as this ov^r the small streets cjf the 
suburbs^ kJix no! we shall lei the insurgents ctmceniraw m the quartets 
which we can’t keep themi oul of, afld thers we will go and destroy them 
They sha'n't escape us this tinve."*^ 

Shrewdly, Cavargnac armed to avoid a gucrrtllB war igadiiii nimvercius dusiwe 
bands of workers. In such fighdng, in the capiLat'! irurtcace KWH and allq^ 
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cvien tiis ^dl-discipliurd troops woniLd dearly have b«n al a disarlvantagt 
father, he preE«n«(l to connJ m nwiy of ib« Lnsui^u « he could itiio fboed 
pinsitions that could be easily endrcled and f^ghl them like one fj^ld anny 
opposing ^nchher, KillciRg annihilsitlug blows against a relaiively small number 
of wcil-dciended paatLons. 

Despite theii' desperation, the insurgetiLs behavied with ctcmplaiy decency, 
restating th^ weU-bEutg and pd^peny of people whose nci^borhoods they 
L>c:cupkd. Th^ committed no serioua ainies; even jcweliy shops remained 
untouched^ Viaor Hugo could repon ihai although his house wu 
searched, probably fnr arms and ammunition, all his personal bdongpi^ 
remamed in place, including his manUscripi for Lxi Mismibres. The workers 
were eager w show that they were nw the liff^^jEf ihu their enemies had 
depicted them as hdng. They continued to colteot the usual taxes ai the dry's 
tollgatES^ permic anyone to use the semaphoie tde;^itph (as long as they did 
not repoTL on the batde), and evien sef free a number of ptieoners^ who were 
duly permitted to covet their uniforms with workmen's hloioes. 


THE FOUR DAYS 

At around ten o'clocl; On Friday mornings June 23. Cavtognac linaEly put his 
Uoops into acdon, Stiurmg a eonflia that lasted until hfonday, June 26, when 
the last bardcade in the Faubourg Saint-Anioine was taken. For much of that 
time, rhe Insurgents held their own. with Astonishing boldness, a^lnst 
substantially larger and becter-equlpped ituhtary farces. Kamcades were taken 
And reuken as the Bghhng surged and ebbed furiously in the squares, 
boulcvaidi, and nam?w streets. 

As described by the novelist and Assembly member Victor Hugo, (he firsr 
skirmish took place at a harricadE iwar the Porte Sainl-Denia When the kyaliSl 
National Guards ordered its defenders to surrender, the barricade fighters 
responded by openir^ Ete. lolling thirty Guards. Boon “a young woman, 
heaurilul. disheveled, and tcndble" dJmbed w the wp of the bAmeade- 

The girh who was a. woman of ihe streets, hoisted her skirts up to her waist 
and yelled a; the Nstional Guards,. "Cowards, iue. if you dare, at the bcUy of 
^ woman.^ A volley of fire hurled the unEbnunate creoture down. She g^ a 
loud HTeara and fell. Immediate^, a second woman Eppoared. This one was 
yuxinger and lovdber still. buJx more than a child, seventeen at masL 5hc too 
Was a womKn of the sheets. like the other she showed her scomaich and 
iticamed. "Fire brigands!" They Sred and she fell, riddled with htiUeu, on 
die body of the firsc'^ 
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The noveliEt'fi judgment that the women were prosuttnes may well have been 
the product oJ a middle-class ptejudict, but hiS account decidedly tevMls dw 
incJCdlhSe CWtSgC and bravery of the msuTi^eTus. 

To reeonquer the city. Cava^ac divided his forces into thrcE columns. 
Sending the first and Urge;*^ under the command of General Lamorid^e, into 
the heart of the insuTigent center, brtivecn the Faubourg PnEsonieTC and the 
Faubourg Satnl-Antainc. It nude slon*' progress iod. eitcOUtllcred SLtsh FurlOUS 
resistance ihai ^t least pan of the coLuinn had to rcoeaL The second column, 
under General Bedeau, was dispatched to relieve the troops at the Hotel de 
VGIc. which the msurg^nu; had nearly succeeded in capturing. The third, 
cpimnanded by General Damesme; was ondcied into the Left Bank to maidi 
toward the Panlheun and lake the twelfth (artoradissentfttt. 

^urronrided by mazes of barricades, the three columns were soon isolated 
from each odier, easy prey lo iTisnrg,ent sniper fire. As the dCy sclJcd doWn to a 
relatively quiet (he wmimanders were obliged lo hold a counal of war to 
reassess dieir strategy, while ihc insurgents repaired eidsting barricades and 
built new ones. 

On the second day, Saturday, iht Elehting iwas blpody and inconclu.^we but 
generally went even betier for the insurg^ts than it had (he day before. The 
gevemmenfs attempts lo lake the northern districts met with mote Jaill4re.s disn 
sUctesses. The inSUr^cnLs captUKd. thi local Oiy halls {ttbilnef} of the eighth and 
ninth un'ondis.sements, timing withm smiting dkiance cE the Hdtel de Villc. 
Indeed, after expelling the eighth arTondtssnnnil mayor, ihc soctningly ubLqjuLioUS 
Vitior Hu(go. they set up a revpludettsfy goveiTiment m SB place. Here the able 
leadership of Ljon LaccHcmge.. the president of the efub named T'Or^tsatien du 
miKiit and editor of its epon^Tnous newspaper, was essential, o[;^inizing the 
eETcms of the mernbers of the Club des Artwntns. The nevohidonaty government 
u^ed a inaniEestO ealbrtg for a "SiOclaJ and demotxadc Republic; Free association 
of Labour, aided by the State; the impeachment of ihc F^prescniaiivicj of the 
People and of the ministers, •• the imwediaie anres". of the Executive 
■Commission," and "the removal of troops bum Paris,"''® Only the Hobdle Guards, 
■on ihc Left Bank in ihe Fanlhron area, made signlJli^fit progress for the 
giovemment Their ■poltucal loyalues were no longer iraktcnnijialc—they fought 
caftcrly on behalf of ihc generals hfcanwhiJc the Assembly used (he uncertain 
milliiny situalion-^«hai It called a "suie of saege"—to unseat Larnariitie and the 
rest of ihc Pcntarchy and (o make GavadgnaC dictiior, endowing him with 
extraordinary powers lo cruSb lha sn.sureecnon. 

The ihird day, Sunday, started out badly for the gCnfttmment troops once 
agiiti, when lioTces failed to make any ad^vantts against the 

insurgents in the northern weto*". Hnif could the army, at ftrsi. disliXlgp the 
insurgents from the eighth dm^riJEssemtent. But by (he late aJlcrtWOH, ihi 
CBp(uted mflirie bad fal)?n lo army troops, and die tide of battle turned 
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ygainst thjc Lnsurjjcnts. In vigormjs fighting JUptwried by stnfiery^ govcmmeTH 
forC'<& th« bamc^es in Tieaity evitiy disulcU leaving onJy the B^tilk 

nnd the Place du Tr-onc in insujgenl hands: MePhs^Kll^. CMa Sunday nlghl, eS|rr 
National Guiids llffWi tHt pifOvInKS iloclKd into Paris-in g^eat niunbcTS. lApan 
[rciiTn Marseilles, mest a4hrT French cldcs., indudlng Lyott, KtrlAlMd Cj-nkt 
during the June insurtertioti.) As a rtswl-t oE ihe railroads, Tocqueville notes, ir 
k'r. 3 to hnn^ nua] Guards—nvamly young nclbks^, shopkeepersL and 

peasants—rmni disUtKcsof about a 150 mtles to ihecaplial only a day after the 
figbdtlg tud bes,un. By M.on4ay rntHningJune Id. the defeat cd the insuirecdDn 
was imminent. Troops were dosing in on the Place dt S^SIllie wd Uie P33Ce du 
T rime, whJc insurgent neiteUftoe m other pockets of the dey had become 
sporadic- At some bamcAdes the msurgcnls fought to the Iasi, but most of (he 
wmaining workers, owing partly to ipUriOiits pit&mlses by the army of an 
homorabfe sUcrenderK bid down iberr muskets. The Faubourg Samt-Anindnc 
'jv 7 L$ [he last tioLdotiu but finally it too sunctidcrod. 

Apart from General Eedcau, who rtrtlcsGy trkd lt> ncgcuatc an honorable 
suTTcnder w-Hh ibe insur^nu, JkkI General Duvnricr, who cjqjrcssed genuiM 
Cx>ntpasston for the material plight of the workers as he lay dying frtMii hiS 
wounds, there is no evidence ihaL ibe hOtogiWiSi Nawmal Guard or the Mobile 
Guard feit any sympathy for their opponents. The regular soldiers, by contnst, 
seem to have fought with no strong oonvktLori, iUd Hi all llliehttocid some 
indhiduai Guards acted with a (Tuxllcum of decancy toward their insuTgeiU 
capnv^, But the h44fly crazed yoimg Mobile Guards kJlcd workers as 
wantonly as they had risked their Lives in halllc. To these "cbtldnen.'' of the 
VA^riang class, a bstllc was a festival, and dwy kiiled memheis of their own class 
without remorse. 

The behavior of the Mohde Guards has always been a pOUJe to hlstoriatts of 
ihe Revolulion. Man; disrakssed thettv ai members of the lumpenproletaTiai, 
whtree services were for sale to any purchaser, but this view, as leccnl htwahCh 
has stwtwn, cam. no bnger be supperted. In fact, [tKh ^iccupaitonai bad{;ground 
{:io^ly parallels ih^t of Parisian workers as a whole. Rcouited from the 
Pcbrusry badTicajdcs, their worJdng-dasis idcnhly seems 10 ha-ve bten dissolved 
into a striedy militaiy idcnlity, TeinJwctd by decent pay, sutot training, 
Isolation, and above all a strong esprit de icorps. Syjunr. their Sense of belonging 
was to 3 cortw rtilher than to a ctass As lor iJtMr irdor, l[ Ls perhaps more 
6)cp|]caible by iheir youth—their average age was about twentytone—than by 
any Moal er poKtitil Cohvkttoni 

By COhttast. the Nahonail Guards who fought for the govemment Functiemed 
as the ?[med force of a class—specsfieaLly, merchanrs, retadeTS., professionaLs, 
tome artisans, and outright capk^t^U—lor whom [be dffC9[ of th^ irLSurgenis 
would be a vlc[ory over "oowirnonitin,'' Unhkt the Mob^e Guard uniis, 
however, a number of Nadonaf Guard units, especially &u4n, the Wtom scemr 
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CiF did dtfccL lo tht liJSUtgetHS, Whik -aLhers werr poLiticiilly ambLvailenE 
[herefore uninuiwcirtlny in the tyes nf iheir dESuTA 
The irorkcii who fo-nghl on ihc bifticides wcic nothing if no-l bold. They 
cmalnly nvmberEpd no "kj™ ihaji jOjOpO—ihai k to »y, bj«ly ii ctiMJ(n-*r the 
mare th^n 200,000 inaic workers in Pans. Against (hcin were arrayed at Least an 
equal or greater numlwr of well-framed and weLktioipped LnootKi of all kirids, 
supponed by devastating aitilLefy. with provincLal forees Qaivin^ into the capital 
lo suppocL them. Cn facq the wtllLngncss of these Forces tD slaughter as many of 
the defeated Parisian nft?rl«fs as (hey couldi is a shocldtij twiimMiy to the 
prcvinaal hatred of Paris—or to rural tdiocy. 

Partly as a hcSUltof the prc>vlnitial trLfuSlOYi^ [be June tulSUtTeCtiOnbecainc one 
oE the hioodlest of all PanEian_fisunuift. Sradsaes on the nuiuk>eF of irtsurgetfin 
who were Lulled vary widely Some claim that only 1500 worfcers were kilted in 

al]^ tncludlne 150 msurgent prisoner fttn ooniemEKirary aocounis make 

this averall figure difBcuLt (o aorept. The must pLausible tall comes Erom 
Georges Duveau: 

Only four or bre hundred oE rhe rehels appear to have perished on the 
barricades, but more ihan three ihousand were irutssajoed by the soldiers of 
thf gfirdt md^tEf and the regular army (dip [he EiehllFig wm over, In M, 
11,671 persons were arrested. A few of these were executed and some were 
sentenced lo forced labor, but t>y Far the most cuininon penalty was 
depOftalion [lo Algctia|.^® 

Alexander Eierzen, the famous Russian rcvolutiDnary. witnessed the June 
uprising with luj ianuly, ncumg the bnjtaliiy of iht: tounwweEi'olunon m h»s diary 

On the evening of the 26th of June, after the victory of the NationsilG OVH 
PariSv we heard sb&is Ixmg Elred at shtm Kgular intervals..., We gLatKcd ai 
□nc another, alt our faces were livid. ... "They arc shooting prisoners,'' we 
said wilh one voice, and Uimcd atway from one another, 1 pressed my 
Ent^head 9gafnsi the wlndow^ane Such mpments provoke ten years of 
hatred, a iLfetijnc oE revenge: woe to film wfio Jmgrves *t SHck rnermtittsf^'- 

And according to Locus BLanc 

Prisoners were being shot in the plain of GreneJItv at die Montpamatte 
Cemetery, in the rateMUrse of Montmarne. Prisoners were being *lwt m ihe 
Place du Pantheon Prisoners were l?efng stwt ai the. Cloister of St Bcn^dtcl 
and in rhe court uf the Hdtel de Cluny. A wounded tubel was sireicbicd cm a 
bed of straw. Some munsters fired it and burnt the dying man alive.^^ 
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Luxembouj^ Gardens Kad to be di3£cd undl ram ocu^d Vi'asb the 
hl-ood yf Lhr Unkciown number cf piisDiuers who had been e^cfuted Lhere. 


THE AFTERMATH OF JUNE 

HiiKirici oE the mtKt rcvtJatioaiajy year rsf the entiie niiicieentii century, 
usuaUy recoutiL. In addtuon tet ihe events in Paris. tEie revoLniionaty upbeavaLt 
that occurred in Hungary, Ausma, Germany, Italy, and elsewhere m Tiuiape. 
Hut St ivas above a]L in. France that ibe revolutions aims- went Ear hteyond the 
natioTiFdijiiic goals ilsai marlted other irtsoegendes, as a cewolutk^n made m the 
name ni nniversaJ phndples. Irr this sense the June snsurreerion m Paris marks 
hodi the beginning of the moldLionary year and its ftnalc. 

Hven alter thei June uprising, liowe^'er, insurgenoles 0^ worlteire iind evsn 
peasants continued in other parts oE trance for a few more years. Tbie most 
imporlanl Urban worJting-clasJ dprlsJngof l&4fl Occurred in Lyon, which was 
the siLk-producing CDcnter of Europe. 

FrudcimlnanLly STlisanai in its produrlion methods, Lyon had ETCgun lo 
seFiously fed die Impskct of cumnwrcial catutalLsui alnvjsc a century earlier, 
when the sLilt trade had been taken over by merchants who distributed Jobs 
and bought the produce of master craftsmen and youTneymen- many ofwhom 
yearned for the guilddypc corporate society that had e^lsteid befote the Great 
-devolution. In the silk-crwing artisans, or ^nuCs, rose in armed conflkl 

'■0 gain a better or contract Enoin the merchants. For a brief time ihcy 
klnally rook control oE the City, under red ^nd bl>ck Hags—which made ihnr 
insumetHion a memorable event in the hisiary of revotutionaiy symbols. Their 
Use oi die word TnuttieflinHC to denote the associative disposition of soriety that 
they prefcjrtil utadc thch msurweiKm A mcmoMhle event m the hisioty ot 
aiisrobfit thought as well, since Proudhon appears to have picked up the word 
from ihcm dunng his brief stay in the diy in 3&43-41 10 deSCtib< his own 
essendally contracluaJ vision oE a just sodeij'. 

In 1834, the Lyon cdiitiK rose once again—ihis lime led rnmnly by ibe 
lourncymeifi rather than the master weavers—to gain better working conditions 
boih from (he merchants and ffom ibfJr employers^ This ihort-tlved revuU 
pcnoEiably inspired a republican uprising in Fains in the same year. In ia4B, 
^'<rwevcr, althou^ the silk worker* were the latgei of 6yos»drrabte SOckliitlc 
Mid comraumsiH* propaganda, the June insurrcclion in Paris did not provoke a 
corresponding uprising in Lyon. Whatever revolurionary sympajihy the cunuts 
mighi Eiavc- fclt for their PaiUsiain. EelLow workers was undetmlncd by the Local 
SiTvemracn L’s camot-and-siiick policy of pafsohUng the clubJ k etjoiinut to meet 
ifrlule bbhketing the dry wmh troops—and ihe cluhlsis wete not eager to suEfer 
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[h€ Te]3re$$i1on indlci^d Lipan ihfir courteiparls m P-aru. In the maiTV the 
preoccupatioTi of many canut vrith harmless tTooperalivies absorbed tnuih of 
(heir cner^'. leaving the Qcy'j poKucaJ sphere m the hands of moderates aitd 
nunright reaettonaries. 

Meanwhile, in (he 19^, e^tvee the smolts :and ddms had been 

dearod and rhe sluuejed bodies renboved bom the barrica»des, the 

Revolution began a jountcy backwsird. Emni t(S "red" peabs^ -Over its rcpitWitiin 
plain, and ullirMtcly b3K;h down tnwaid its monarchical swamp, made even more 
odious by the pmescnce of a Bonapartist SMt^enturer whose "'tepwlsive faoe" fin 
Mant's words) was C]<jvere4 with the ^Imh mask" ol the original emperor. 

General Cauaignac's brief dictatorship—techuLcaUy a “state of siege"— 
remained in foroe all summer, anti] October W. In Jtlly a decree tvas issued 
permillihg clubs 10 trueei—but only under oondittons that prevented any 
signiheanc pc^Llioal aedvity. Any dub that WTsbed tr> meet bad to provide (he 
poboe with a “declaration'’ of its iciLention (werny-four hours In advance. Out 
members could engage m discussions Cjnly under the surveillance oJ "a judicial 
or adminisnative official"—that is, the police—and thejf had Lo desist from 
talking about "any ptoposition contraty lo public order Or public mOMllry." 
After the mMdog the duh had to hand over to the poltoc a summary of ihe 
meeting's actions and discussions and provide a list of (he members In 
attendance, ll also had lo provide 'YepOrli, addrtsses and. ah Other 
ijt>mmun1ca(WCt4 berwewn clubs” The twganLEariem oJ “secret sodcOes,” of 
toorse^ was strictly forbidden^ The decree, in fact, struck al (he very heart of 
one o-f the workers' most basic demands; ihe IlghE it? form assCKJladO'ns. 
Retrulutlottaty organturs now obliged to go tmdergrouncL where they had 
so often beeit since the Bourbon RestoratiDn. 

Additionally, Cavaignjc required, newspaperi, m Ofd'er (& conilnue 
publishing, to d-eposn camion money fcautioittMHnefill to guarantee then- 
future "good conduct"—that is, to guarantee that they would aivoid pwblishLti| 
fiolilically offensive ardcles, such as those that discussed a "social Ttpyblic" or 
□iddaed the government. This was a rievrval of Loats-Fhilippe's hated policy of 
suppressing dissidcnl litrjaturc. In 1&1-B the cflaCkmuementJ ImpOMd were so 
high (Up to 24,l>00 fjuncs) ihai only papers like the conservative 
ConstLtutioruiel could afford to pay. Finally, the ten-hour day was ralKd m 
twelve hours, rcttiming the workers to (he wodeday ihai evlsted before (he 
Febroary bamcades. As the leacdonary Memorifl! ho^vieraiE pUl lt» "Prance 
needs moral order and material order, SHd any force dslErmtned to provide 
htr wldi both Is enucied lo the sympathy and collaboration of rlghl-thinkmg 
men.The Party of Order had openly emerged, not as an organiaaflon bui as 
a coalition of Legidmisls, Orleanisut^ and complete rcaruonaries—depUliB 
and notables who would nu( havt dared breathe a word about their views 
three months csvriler. 
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111 op]?OSi(tOt^ ihere dev^Lcp^tt t oo^Hl^Oit ol Icfsuts, noubLy sacsali^i:^ 

and Tadfcal rcpublKans tvKo shifted incncas^n^' to the ]eFu a± th? "slate oE 
sclEt" bctartic mow expressive Tlicil- TiUfnbete mrfudEd the EcftriepiibLican 
yepreseniatives m ihe AssembLy, as tvcLI es mibcarm wbio inbabiled whjl was 
OTite ijne thriving dub scene And ’ivho renwatied in tl'C rauch-curtaalcd ebbs 
and souenes. They were coUeedveily known as d^oc-socs, for democratic 
sodalists, or Lnlcrch.anfie»bly ta MotiLagnards. Thccr poliEiCSl propam ctmered 
on dein:and£ br a sodal as wetL as democratic Tq^uhiic "Tbe polbral problem 
IS no longer the proWeni oJ the fuLufc,” even. Lu fiejforme- the iLbcrif Tepublican 
newspaper bavin| 'mtOvxd 10 the left-^edafetl iti AugUM. "A new prnHcm has 
i^-Otne to the ftsTe, and democracy tias had u» embLazon its. banner with the 
words: 'The democralic and social KcpuLblic.”'^’ Dtespile the ^cauHOn" laws, the 
denVt--SA-S managed CO gxne^aic a hug^ amouni oE propaganda—polidcsL 
pamphlets^ biochores, saliricaL engravings—with which they Eloodcd the 
provinces, shippmg. it out by any mean* they Hwb. mdiiiditig the sending of 
agicarors CO smaJi towns and villages in all parts of France. 

Moreover, despite the icpressbn oF strikes and the wotklng-tlass polmcal 
artiwity that Eollowed the June iniisneccion—or perhaps because of it—the 
inlLiianx French workers took rcbge in associadontsun. Producers' assoclaCbtis 
^ind various muluaJ aid and coopeWlltvc aaivtcles were still legally pemniited as 
Xfonomic and ccmttwrclal encerpmses. and they now pralLfcratcd in Paris and 
nearly all the cities of France. The Eorlunes of these associatlo'ns changed with 
the shifting polLticaJ moods of the Consliliicnc Assembly i Umcnii oE 
AiooLTations wjs eSUblLSbed In November 11349, embracing ItM member 
assorjaiions^ that planned m picvide crediL and open channds For coininercuL 
rKcbangc Ijetween its component entities. Lb May L&50, befUTe the Unson could 
carry l'iAIC IU plsn d.'i ISSitie bonds inward these ends, a panicked government 
raided trs headquarters, jailed its Leaders, and made Ll illc^l. 

In Fstris alone-, an eslimJCetl >00 workers' associations of variotis kinds 
emerged, in 1 ZCt trades with about fO.OOD people. A typical association wits open 
to any member of n trade who could mate i, twmtnal nt^tsiment m its capital 
funds and was guldxd by lhx pnnciples that had been outlined by Buchez and 
the producers' coopcaaiives representEd in the Lu-Kjcmbourg Labor Asseitlbly. 

In the yxirs (iLai EdUrnvtdi, these a.S50Ccatlons Failed to establish a cooperative 
and e^gJiLitarian sysLcm. More often than not, assodadans that could compete 
successlulty with privately o'wnxd enterprises were those that became 
capitallsUc tbemsiclves. Even those with the best inlLcntions had to join the 
c^phaLisi system as collective eapitaLi$uc enterprises, d only to remain viable. 
One of the mosi. successful SUvh enterprises wps (he Hec^laiicm eaiahilslied by 
a group of hiriswn masoTLS in IBAS, with shares valued tri Fifty-five fraevt-s 
apiece, and with viskiEi.s oF Erecmg all constructLoTi workers from wage laboa"- By 
these visLons were all but dead, but the assouation was so sueoe-asful 
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cciOTiomka]^ ihan die vabe of Lis shares had saaned LO 3,XM>0 h-ancs t-Or^h^ and)[ 
Tinally closed Its doois to oev.' members. To iruecl the needs of ins expanding 
opersElons. It hired ^600 wage eamejs. To complete Utcipilalistk inm. during 
the masons' strike of 1 B6Ei, U took the side of the employers agaLnsi the strikers. 

Anolhcr problem that prttdtK'PS^ aSJOCtaUOte fac^ were the difficulties 
aTTsmg from rhe conrKuons of dine macenal scarcity m which rhey 
Mismana^menl^ disputes over dLsliibuiipris of earninES, desultory altitudes 
lowaircl work ohfigarioinSs and even theft became cardmal probE^im 1n keeping 
the assocLadoris alive. As Bernard Moss observes: 

For most assoeiadons lift was hard and short. Lacking credit and customeni. 
many ivEre also beset with administraUve probleirts and disputes. Elected 
matvageti did ncn always possess the requasiie mattagenal and commettlal 
sloUs Inremal disputes over managerial auihority and the dLsmbudrm of 
earninES often led to ihr dismissal of managers and cxclusiDn and 
resignation uf meunlaeis. I Of diose for *hidi there are rec&nJs]. mosj 
remalnad marginal operauons, comprising fewer members, m lfl51 than 
when they bejjan. ... Of fartj'-nme trades that started aseociatLotis in J&i?, 
only iwenty-sbr bad (hem in Since new ones were ecmstandy being 
ticatcd. there were slill 200 in that year.® 

Undeistandably^ winrkers m pirsdncers^ assfujiarion? did not expeci tO receive 
the Low wages that masters and capiiahsts typically paid; nor was the working 
class In an economic position to purchase the tonsumcr goods produced by the 
associactons, when asiociadons oied lO eqiuahre the incomes oF rbelr membws 
by raiising (heir prKcs No amount of ethical commitment or woilarng-class 
soLidanry civutcl override ibe rumblings ■of empiy slomachs. 

But. m the end, it was the rugging and pusbmg of market Forces whtdi wtyrked 
tigain-SI the socnlistLC aspiaations of the producers' associations, cooperatives, 
mumal aid sodeoes, workers' credit msunaHon^, Sind the Kke, and made 1| 
Impossible for them to succeed in ending compeddon or repladrig the hard core 
of the capiraJtsi emreprenetinal and market sy^ieim wlih a eiiDperanvei and 
egalLlanan one. ler alone with their vision of a sooaLisde soaety The most the 
assryilaiiLins r^ould Finjilly hope (o accomplish wqii to ease the workling oondiiicns 
of their artisan members, establishing roderaPons of pnoducers' assodadons and 
rea.s*nably eodc^wed credll insdlwtiohs ihrtiygh which the more successful 
enterprises could assise those in ddficuLi}'. But even this was something (he 
govemmetii was not piepared to let them do on a large sc^e. Louis Bonaparte 
suppressed mnsi werrkers' a$:^-iaLinciii whbrt he heeatne emperor, although in 
the lBi60s (he cTiipp^ began to errcwr^igp f n-umber nf them {oJien with the aid 
rd the cnciTe lepid ProudhpntTi^J. l^virlfng the ItlbOs, ton^ lo cuny Favor with the 
wnirkers^ even (Dtleanlsu. tuit ta he Hiuidone by bon^aitlsrs and mnderate 
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rcpubikin^^ esublislted iheir coofpmlive-Oiivriird bAiik. Clearly, ihe squ 
h«i iMJthWTg V> («! fretn the jssKWaimisi nfcowtfflcnL hijw(v« 3*^ iind 
rnuaiahstic clicy bccime. auoaiiians could never twv the fa yaealiq 

and nuriet VfiMm llU4 t/tvs g 7 iiiiD£ ^n^fiusin^ <QfDiin^ tfltt iht Fmidi 
etonomy. Blanc‘& isw^tiawntH vision ocnild hare led 4>fdy to a slowed entry of 
the mdusmal systim into France and a nvinganon (if m worst abUKS. Kut In tvo 
•Wtise coufd ll havf rfpLscwi the taplcalisi Sj’steni in France. 


"THE LITTLE NAPOLEON'' 

In September a by-cJcction Snafly icqwied a &pni]>ine Ltito iJlr Aisembly 
where, with approprutt tnodmy, he betrayed no inkkng ot any aspiranons to 
^eaier power Ir pefit~ (‘Ithe liule Hapofedn.''as Victor Hugocafkd 

him) the »A of N^Mfeon s brtKhcr, Lotas Bonapaiw FeUuwing ihe early 
death nl Napolecti'j own son. Loins Napoleon had bocome head of the 
Benapane family, and with it he inKented ^1 the l^apdleOtiK prctensuins that 
came with the fWJftfi. Uli yotilh had l>«en spent m SmUcrtand and Germany— 
hke 3.]3 Bonaparte nccshks, he spoke French with a fOreli^ accent—after which 
he drifted to lialy and then France. wherK a cornu; aitcmpl at insurrecLion 
□bilged him to wek ChIc in the United States and Jinjtland. The '‘prince."' as he 
was known to has suppontrs, retumed to France as a "cttl^cn" ralher dun as > 
preLcndcr to the throne, and his ability to hold hltlOtigUC. to IbLeti polKcly, and 
W behawf alriMit demiifely earned lum support aiRonj On more guileless 
dcfHiiiesof ihe Assembly, indudaig Hi|go aitd Proudhon Havu|g been m t'.dk 
duniiglhe mcnl beetle events of 1^. mduding lht JUM DaySv Lduu-^tmhkc 
the kbenl^ w'ho fud £0 abjectly (aikd The workers—appeared uniamished xnd 
almost vtt|[]nal poLithiaJly ^lien it became apparent that hes presence an 
Assembly MpTCMndUVe was an cmtsacTMSmenc lo cifljfty all faentma in the 
govemment, he politely wlibdTew from the GonstiEuenL Assembly and seemed 
to hold bis peace, although no one could forget ihai he was watnng in the 
wityjs. 

IMnce Louis prudently siecicd a course between e,lL of ihe c-ontendm^ 
classes in France—i policy ihii was to be called EkmipsTtbsm—concenmdng 
his cm resUMing the Bnruparte dytissry and 111 bnuties Indeed, ihe 

cSkdcc of Ius success wsa his abdny loseem tn be-everything to everybody To 
(he workers, who began tu for bin* dmwes, be peofnted an inunesi in 
sodium, even a wdbngncss to mike ibe rkh pty the e^epenm ul >he 
govemmenL To ihe bouigcoisie and nolabtcs. he premised order ^rul an 
Lniention lo diselplme the masses. pardcuWty the working class. As lor the 
peasinls. they asiOclatcd him with the orlglnst Ntpolcon, who hod 
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'TOTiSoltcbctf^ dkt grains oF ihc (lr£3[ 'RevcL'ULioti i>ii (txly Agaicul Jeuctd] 

cxacucins. In fad, ihe: farty-fivc-ccntiinir; tad (hal had so infurkicd d^c pcaisantiy 
tnccMJiagcd a revival of iJii myilltiue oF NdpijFftr] Ff ^nd, *hu had OnCC 
|>Tovld«;d Eht Ffench. mih la ^Joire, inlcrcial subiLLiy, and dfduva i^ 
akithoritflJTflti leaderstup The brigltial Nipoleon's victocy at AusterlUz 
retfltmbered Tsif Kiore duTdly diati die terrible losses ssiEftred hy die Grand 
Army in Its reucst Erora Moscow. 

Meanwhile iht Cnnstnueni Assemhly had Tvndeci a eon^tuntloo the ii>m 
and duiiLascd naLio-n, whkh it rtnalLy proclaimed on NtTvembcr 21, 1843. It 
established the office of peesident, hui in an eftfirc to fend off ihe possible 
reenrergence of icionaiTchy. it stipulated that die president coidd not be 
reclcctcd after ihc CKpiration of his sitifllc fotir-jrear term It also created a san^e^ 
ebatnber Lefistsiive Assembly ihai, like ih£ president, was lo he eleaed hy 
ntiLversal aduli male suffr^e. Nearly everyone could see that the constituliDn 
^VTuld inevitably self-desmiCt, since the authors bad Esiled 10 eUtaWiisb Any way 
in iwhieb llte two blanches of ^ewerament could possibly adjudieare their 
differences in the event of a serious clash of authotity. 

Finally, on December ID, 1348, the natio-n went to ibc polls to tlcrt the 
officios to Inbtdnii ihis govcnrinenta] siructutie—and! die vasi mafonty of 
Frenchmen seemed to want to lake their revenflc cm (he nearly moribund Second 
liepublic. Of the three men of naiional suture who ran lot the presidencyj .ouis 
Napoleon Birnapane received S.^ iruUion votes out of 7.d cast His most 
important opponent. General Cavaypiac; the dartinj^ of the moderate leymblkans, 
tK^CLVijd only 1.5 milhon, and [.vwrnnc, a huimlwtlng IS,000- A Bonaparns^ 
Louis NapoJeisn—^was ntnv president of ihe French ReputJk. 

In the mjcantimc, the Left was still an atctive presence in France In 
atiticipatioh of dcttion.s for Assembly representatives in Mjy lfi49, die 
Mnntagnards and ditw\fx:-ioa went to work in earnest, holding hanq^uets, 
crealictEt elccioral alliances,, and oETerin^iOint candidacies for the Assembly. The 
coLUTiry WPS sharply poLadaed ptdtdcally. As ijt Nktioftnl summanacd il “Today 
there arc only two parties left in Europe—the Party of RevDlution and the party 
of countcT-Revolution. ... The days fOr in.iidd3c'Of-lhe4fOJd policiea and 
heslcagom have Aldnougb the May clecuon results packed the Faiais 

Bcfurbon with monarchists—nearly two-thirds of them [.eglnmisis—n also 
consdTOied a vretwy for the Ijeft hy returning 150 MotUagnard repicscntativT!, 
a proportion that surpassed that of ihc moderates. The wcuer was begpinmg to 
widter away, m conspiutmts drtfung to the Rig^t or to the Left-^a characiensdc 
fcalurc of a growing political erisk. 

Meanwhile m 'Rome, a revolutionary republic. Inspired by doe French 
vnample, bad einet|ed In Fabniary 1345, as a result of what was “^the iieateji 
iblng to a social nretiJuUnn in 1348 outside France." Although the republic wa^ 
presided over by eh^ ronrantlc tepuhhean nanon^ist Mazzim. it made sociat 
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vi^ll. pHlk-ularfy Wiu3«[un^ lhc-pa\^'Er df Ehe Churdi: the carnage 
df caFdinab, wtbose red Tobes- were &ud (P be (he blood at the were 
4V4r[Uirued Ahd S<e[ jMuc; ihe lalfujcs of the Holy Inquisidon vfizve CDnvertcd lo 
hjcaaBtng Eor the poor, ai^d in>D$t sJgnthcjinJy, St^niie of (he landholding of lhe 
Cburdl ‘Mete OOtilt$Cii[ed a,nd diatribojted ijo the pEasants aa kaacholds. "Rome 
and Venke,” says Robenson, "went the only places iti Europe lhai dstrtd lo 
cany their rcvoilutijons to ihc very liniii set by FrjtKt"^ 

Hie Pope, hotnfkd ty this $LJlt of aO^. called upon Catholk Ftance Ibr 
assetance, and Ltyuis Napoleon^ who wjs aHSthn^ the sUippOtt o[ the Chucch 
and of French Ciiathohes generally, was only too happy to enme to his aid. Rve 
monthj: after the ded^irujon of ihe. Rornsm Ftepuhhe, on April ^0, he sent a 
French expedid□ nary force south lo Rame^ there tO OTUSh the insor^enoy. 

hveti the rtioelcrate Repuhiicans in the As-scinhly caepEoded at this outrage. 
This use of mitiiary force was a violation not only of the Aisembly's tvt^es boi 
of the constitution Itaelf. whkh ohiiged the president to gain the Assembly's 
consent before using ihe army abroad. On June 11, Ledr«4?ollin—the Last 
prominent, ostensibly ncpublLcan leader in FranoE—tried to bring a biU of 
impeachmEnt against the president and his nuutslers. The next day the majoiit}' 
Party of Order placsdly rejected this defense of its own consamuonal powej^ tn 
what can only have been an act of provocation against the Left The 
Montagn^^rds frll Ibr it and stiotmcd out of the Asscmhly in pctuLajit 
protest—a fatal tacno that leh the go'atmment enurely 1n the hands of the 
Left's opponents in the midst of a major crisis. 

Two days Laicr the ^4ontagTUl^ds piodidmed that the govemincnt was 
"ouTside the ConsttTutwn," and on June 13 they organiaed a peaceful 
deTnonsLration to protest the Roman Expcdilion. Thirty thousand people 
pairtKLpated, mainly uriiinntd hfatiotitaJ Guatdss a well as mlddle^class 
republicans and meuihers of the worfiers' secrei sooiehe$k marching coUecilviely 
to the cry of "Long live the {lonstitution!" But awaiting the demonstrators at the 
end of the Ruc de 1a Fai;( were the dragoons and chasoeurs of General 
ChangamjET^ who swiftly scattered the crowd into the ade streets. The more 
re^^O'lutc Montagnards and workers tried to make an armed stand at the 
Mussum of Arts and Ttad«v but It collapsed miserably when the Nanonal 
Guard failed io support thoiL Where the workers in the June ISAB msuriEction 
had called for ihe "organtttiion of work'" under the s!og?n "bread or lead"— 
thai 1 $^ for basic demands of the working class—the demonstratioEi of June 
raised the formal republican dernanda of the nilddle claa$ea. Or a$ Man 
observed: "If June 23, idW, web the Lnsurrcclion of the rcvolutionauy 
proletariat, June 13, IBdfl, was the insurrccuon of the democraidc petty 
bourgeois, each of these two Insurreotlons being the clussUnfly pure expression 
of the class which had been tts vebbeU.*"” It marlwd the dcTmlttve defeai of the 
Left in French polLdes for more ilisn a dorade The govemoieni used the 
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in dccUcc p (>1 siic^, a Uw char haiarLfd, ihr clubs 
campltijclyj and U{[)5teTi (h^ iaw? siil] fuithcr, untit no paper mure radical 
thanLf NrtriOnsf i^uld appear. As reprtssbn dragged ihe RevoluiSon backward, 
ihc “leaders" of the Juri« 13 demonstratijon ■were tried, and the jails were filled 
with Mnnlagnjirds and real nr ELLspected sneiallsts. 

When news of the events in Paris reached Lyrm, [Dgeiher wnh the news ih^l 
Uic French a.rm.y had h«fi UWd Sgiansi ihc Roman rcpublicanB, Lnsurg^cy 
once again slarrod the city. The LyannaLs rose in iiuonecPfln ejn June 14, l&4y, 
erec tin gharri CP Phd fadding gun shops, hut (he well-organized tine tr-^pj (d 
die goi'cmmcni and particulariy ihear arblJcry pvt PP ffld Ki the upriFing in 
only Lwri days. As a historian of ihc revolt □bsennes: 

The carrot-and-slich approadi of enootuagpig ecoortmli; dependeiKe and 
disccnraging polickal opposition, initiated under the Second Republic md 
claboratjod under the Second Fnipare Eof IjJuliS bnnPparLeJ, seemed to hafve 
CKUnguished the radical movement of Lyiain.^“ 

The pnnee-pregideni nerw made p tout of the pjo^inceB, drumming up 
support for his administration and, above alb himself, whilt the Legislative 
Assembly, cwnpletely Conttolled by Fart>' of Order, prepared to restner the 
franchise. On May 31, ifiSD, ihe AsscinWy disenfranchised some three ratllLon 
Volets, mainly mobile worketB who iwouLd have voted for tht; by 

requoritig evidence of p thtec-ycpt resadente in a jpven electoral consatuenc^. li 
also enacted an educational "■reform," propftwd by the OVeritPlOus Fallons, 
(hPl gtpnted considerable power bo the Church in the school;^ while Pdheretils 
of the pnnce-pJf(Slden( citoulftLed petitions to allow him to tun for a second 
prcBidcniia! term, agam In fbt vujlarlon of the consULulkm. 

Ekmapartc had gpmered wide popular support among rhe peasants, and he 
had even lured mpfty worlsets into his camp by calling For a tecum oE exiled 
June inBurgents and a reaioration of uttli'eirspl suffrage. So tontidenl was he of 
[iopulPr support that he now fdt dial he could dissolve the Assembly. On thf 
fateful ni^t of December 1.1851, assured of the army's aid and ihc quiesccnoe 
of ihc Parisian workers, he arrested the major Assembly ludetf and ordered the 
milttary ro uc-cupy the Palais Sourbon In a prodamation the neat day, 
Dccc-mher Z, justLfyang ihis coup d'friat, h^ condemned the Assembly foor bdrtg 
''a hot-bed of sedition.’' for’‘forging weapons for civil war," indeed, for’ maldng 
a bid ■for the power which I wield dnectly by virtue of ihe people's wilL''^‘ Louis 
bonaparle, in effect, accused the ;\s3ctnibly of damaging ihc vety constitulion 
that he himself was m the process of yertLsomtig. 

Police preounis repon. thstt, amid cil« of "To arms!" hatricPdes went up Stt 
die Rue ELambuiean. at ibe intersecilnn ol the Rue Sa1n.[-Derii$ and ihp k'ue 
Sdint-htnjctn. 'Gut by IDvaintMir 4, ibe army could laoorucally reports ''Fari% b 
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qi»k(. The baitlcjdes thjc -were ereaed last ntjht wwc retncrtcd wUhout 
difficulty.A SLsir captain al the NatiunaJ Guif d tiled Ln ?,ccuun.L for ihe Isick 
of FcStWce Id the CMsp 

the UAjaapularity df ibt cKunbcr, tbr Ituf dic Minatkiblr way the 

acraau Were tlm^d id tal(< at die same leiomenL—the acCJ-lude of [he 
army, too, perftaps—tnranc that in Uir end ninlitJig very fiKiy happened- ■ ■ - 
you know, iftyreovof, that those gendemcn Iche deputiesl were amsted 
withoul any show of resUtAftDe.... Among Lhe workets—indifletenctj almoa 
approbadlotn 

Evem Lyon^ which had rlMti On March 13 of the prcvkms year, made iilfCuaLly 
no effOM to resist thepemcepresldepe'i coup, and reports horn other prorinda] 
cin£S surest (hai they had been awaiting oowS of resistance in Paria before 
■lindcTtakinj il themsefves 

ll wan nuatlfy tn riotc lemote somhem areas^ such as Provence^ that smous 
lestsiuice (o the coup occuned since June l-Sd#, Nunia^urd andddnot- 
ix agitators had been wottkinE hard to lomn the giasp of extreme 
umservaasni on the Freneh peasans. They succeeded, to a gieat extent, 
fulfilluiR Blanqui't hopes from the ipFlng of IS+& that the peasants, given 
enough umic, rouJd hacoma receptive to the new polibca] ideas, in fact, they 
had learned abovi lhe democraUc-socialist ide-U lhat had popular in ihe 
Pansiin nfi(|iboih[KHb and clubs of IS4S, and ihey proved (a be even rajoie 
responsive dun die Nnnan wutken couJd have cicpccied. IVuanis tn about 
thirteen departments, particularly in soudicm and cmlnt France, actually took 
up arms In support of the Republic against Bonaparte atiel embattled 
ihetnselves with the: superior forces of the gos'emmenL 
■fibi lhe regime suuck hick swiftly and effecttvely: spproianiately 27,0{B 
People were aircsted at pr^Uculcd IH dhsenrij, of whom some 1 i.QOO -were 
sentenced m impns«UQrn| atvl 5,000 dcpCwled. IMuiy of dK weekeiSi' 
a^wtationj, metudiug trade unions, were doad down. After two plcbisdles 
{on December 31, 1851, and November 21,1^3 J) itaged by Ndjwknt k pritt, 
France became an etupire. If nothing dse than m name, and T-oula Napoleon 
Bonapafic in emperor In mijch of Rfance, the mnls of lS+fl-49' laded from 
collecLive memewy, opening iwo detadcs oJ mediocrity and banilicy In Frent^ 
history 
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CHAPTER Reaction and Revival 


Eifflzn as. Louis Napoleun bioughi; ihe RevoluilOfi of 184^ lc r dcftmtivE end in 
France, the hi^h hopes that swept ovei Gtimany, Italy, Ajosma, Hungrtty, and 
ewn the Skvk countfles U-fldet Tarldih and Ausiriann ndc were Braoiliejed by 
counteiTEVoJLition and the triumph oJ' neacilon. Dreams of a wciified Cjermamy 
^cl luly^ a soveTcign Hungary, a GonstitutiQna] mouaichy 1n anJ 

independent Csedt, SJovalc, atid south Slav nations were cSaced by a lenewaJ 
of authoritarian rule, press censorship, mcressed SUrvellJanoe, the arrest of 
eountU^i naLionatisIs and republicains. and the fading of sowl Ideab. 
Throughout the IflSQs the French, Frossuh, Austrian, and Russian govern¬ 
ments unrelentingly persecuted their domesne radicals, suppTe$iing Lhdr 
writings and iKWiei, censoring their press, and honcyoombdng their mflcclngs 
with police and spies when they did ClOt CAecuic, jaiJ, or emJc them. The dadt 
cloud ol represrion settled over the continent, tnstlliing listlessncss in the 
mae$^ and despair among thnr leaders. 

Elanqut, convKted foehts pMO.dpatkin tn the Maiy 15 jmtnnre, spent ten years 
in prison, often under unbearable OOTidiocme. Co&p^d Up wdth his rival Barbes 
un the pcnlietlPary of Eelle-ElE-en-Mer, his futde attempts at escape horn ihett 
mutual harassment resulted In iransfers 10 even more punitive dungeons. A 
forgiving Louis Napoleon Bnally pardoned die innocuDUf- d adv4ntur<41ifc 
Barbes and allowed him reiwm W hiS comfortable life on his southem estate. 
Put Blanqui himself remained in debiliiating coinJinement unhl 10^59. 

As Cor Proudhon^ ho bswi not supported the June insurrectiDn. But in the 
Assemhiy, oJ which he was siall j mwcnbet, he rmllied to the defehSt of the 
insurgents, maldng fiety speeches on their behad and ailackmj the regime fn 
his newspaper Le Pleupfe, which liad ^oquired an LmtlieUft re^ershtp among 
the working class for its mtlEUiiKy. When he published an article accuacig Louis 
Napoleon of plotting to enslave the people of France, boih Le Peuple and his 
other paper. Le Re'presenlunr du peupt, were suppressed, and h« was 'CSipelUd 
from the Assemb^. Faced wiih arrest, Proudbon Bed to BeLgkun but was 
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delected upon his return w Pjrlj nd sCTtericed lo prUwi for three yws, a 
(om ihsL he KTVrJ due tn vsnous jails. There, in DonErul lo Blanqui. he gieni 

SDOU vf ihe befl yein of has lit French pohncil pRsoei^trs m (hid: happ^ ^c 
underwent a Duld oonEitKnKnL Premdbon was will^httiscd and wHl'Eeitlie 
could write, study, and re«ive hi$ feioidsi he wm even aJEowed u» ftcniut of 
his pnson 4nC4 i wedt Lo look after his aSiadrs.^ 

□(her TTVoluLiorUite fled (n En^axid. Switzerland, 07 the Unlied 5(ates. Cabet 
had reiumed his utopian cxpcriltiictu hr [he UniEcd Stales even bcEbrc the 
June msureecrian- he died there, untencrem, and was »on {on^cHletl cveri tn the 
Land ol his birlh. Louis Blanc fted to En|^and and became inueasin^y 
reionHisi, when he Ttiuftied (0 France;, upm on the cwerihrewor Napdijon ITT 
in IBTO. he would pantctpue m the Nadonat Asaemhly and oppose ihe Psuis 
Commune of L0T1 When Bianqia. by contrast, was Dclcas«l hom prison in 
1439, h« tnuWtiisly renewed conffMfawrral aomtMi against the Sewnd 
Empiie; jailed igatn tn I I, he escaped front a pnson hospital four years bier 
And took reroge in BelgpjjrL 

Nothing so clearly oonjuies up the Teacuanazy nightmare (hat descended t?n 
Gurerpe in the than the UEatmEnL of Mikhail tkakunin, the Russian 

arlsijCic»i[-(.urned'revDlutionaTy who became one of the most kmportariT 
atiarchisi leadres of ihc ceniuty. Owing to his violent rhetoric and behavior 
Bakunin had -earned the bitter ammony of Tsar NldioUs I, the spearhead oF 
teacnon in Europe. Aldwo^ ihe kusslarL a.narchis(. by no mrans » reglade, 
his impasrioned words and hit coUccdvist views separated him morkeidly from 
(he basHsUy pKifuuc md mdrvidualistH; hxrudhoti, dtsptte his enonniuras 10 
(he Fienctutun, wbou ontHuthoritanui ideas remained * lifeking; impknnon 
to hxn. 

but Following an abortcrr uprising In Dresden in March 1419, in which be 
pardapaied widi RKburd Wagner, BaJamin was captured by Ssxon auihuriiies 
and Imprisoned For a year. The Sajcons sentenced him (0 death, only (o issUC ^ 
repneve S4 that he could be Landed over DO the Austmni, who in (um chimed 
him to 3 . dungecin wnll Ssr elmn months hefore sentencing him once again lo 
death. Finally they commuted his scjitmcx at the re^uctl of the tsar, and he wfe 
Sent back to Rusuiu where Nicholas immured turn in the recess** of the 
dreaded Feter and Faul Fortress, in St FcLersburg KikurUn Lar^guished In the 
foriress for ax yogi, often under birth conditions, neglected and plagued by 
scuny, his tsobnon broken only by occaamal vlpiU iron nieinbers of hit 
(wnily. With (he advent of a more enh^reacd tsar. Akaander 11, he was sent 
(mo exHe in Siberia, when he reinained tor snll asothtf four Mrer which 
he escaped, makirg hij way ba^k to Europe by ceOMlng the PariJic Ckfcsn to 
North Ainerijca and, then Journeying eattwud 10 l,ondon. 
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EXILE IN LONDON 

London bad bccDinc ihc home oF cnsiny craLcs, wha ^vitated tow'ard die 
English tapnjl Iwcaiise aI ilic freedom EngLand offered to reFugerS From the 
counticreevoLutionaTy govEmments on the condnent NevejiheLess, (he 
exlles^Puiisian, French^ Russun, and Ausuiati—^wre stiU the targets of 
CQnnnental police spies^ Tvbo InJiLtrated ihdr radioJ gjroups and reported On 
them in detai] to tbrit rrSpfCLivc lovcmincnts. 'tiijcsc governmentSj in turn, 
tried TO pensuade the Bntish home secjeraty to Ofacii down on Ehe eKilrs. They 
embroidered their repoils with lurid pbts^ accuEijig some exiles ai planning 
to assassinate Queen Viccorta and, more fttflinUy, all the crowned heads of 
Europe. Iti 1350 the Ausman arahassador warned the home setteiaty that 
"the members of the Communist Lca^c. whose leaders were Marx, Engels, 
Bduer^ and Wolffj diseusssd t'^fn regldde," while the next y™ iJie Prussian 
mterior ministei pressed (he home secreEany to calre "deeisive nreajures 
against the ehlcF revolutionaries known by name'' and transport diem to the 
colonicg. Happily tor the exites, (he EntLsh authorities usually igntrred these 
police accciunts. As David McClellan noies in his biography of Marx, ihe 
Ausman amhassiLdor 

got (he reply: "under eon lant's, mere discussion cl regicide^ so iong ag it does 
not toncern the Quern of England and so long as fhcic is no definite plan, 
does not caTisiituK suiPclfni grounds lot the arrest of (he conspmitors". The 
most (he Home OUicc was prepared re do in answer to (hese demands was 
(o gtve financial sssistance to those reEueccs willing to emigrate to ihc United 
States.^ 

Marx himself had by no means played a radical role in the GcTmau 
Eevoluntin of 1843-49. Enaraorad oJ hlg "siages" thKHTy oF revolutbcm. Fit had 
decided (hat (he liberal German houjgeoisH^ snuggling to assen its supiemaiy 
over th^ fegdpl ol the ^ticien regime, must take (he lead in the unfolding 

revutudonaTy ovi'ents. According eo this theony, ihe bourgoomle liad to carry 0^( 
ms Own revolution and establish a highly eentralizEd rcpubtic, bet of all feudal 
encumbrances, subdlvMicjnj. and ohjtsdes to free (Wde 4nd nanonhood, before 
the workers could hope to achieve (heir own socialist goals. 

Although Marx's wnUngs From the 134CH had olun spoken of the- need for 
the workers to create theh own revnlnljonary partiES^ independently of the 
bourgeoisie, durmg the ]848-49 revolutions he expressly adirascd them to 
suhordinale their demands to those of bourgeois parties The working tLa43> he 
kit, was obli^d lo render chUcaJ suppon to die creation of a [nididk<lass 
republic and assist rhe bourgeoisie in pushtog ihe revolution roward the goal of 
a unified, indusirialized, and commercially vi^le Germany. ^'The proletaiiat 
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llie t1gh( 10 kSoLaie iiseLE," he dedajcd; "hciwevcr biand it seem^ It 
Tumi TEjccL anyihin^ that touLd srparatjc Lt From ila sllics,'*^ Actwdingly, he 
iuppresdcd The Commuiniji (which he had co-'WTitbEn with Eo^i5 in 

1647) and eaaentiaUy disbanded the Comuiunisl League (which he had 
headed) in ail but name. This polity of nptldlKlass hheiaiism aroused the 
billet opposatLotl oF the mtlltarit labor organizer Swphan Bom. who was Uyinj; 
lo form an aJl-German worker^' inoveraenl, into which, as. P. H. Ncyes tdls Ul. 
“such Tieviolulkinar>' forte as w^jrltejJ had »ti 1640 waa thannded."^ 

lii contract to Bom, biarx was determined to have nothing to do with an 
independenL workers' movemmL and Insiead betamt cdHot of the Weiuf 
RlwiutScJie Seitunjr, a Cologne newspaper (bacied bjr Engels) that calicd itself 
"An Organ of Democracy" and dedicated itself to the cmancLpaLfon of ihe 
bourgeoisie Enom Feudal exatdotis. As tdiior.. Mara pandered lo the middle- 
clasi Cologne Deraocfaiie Union—the Zeifung even contained stock market 
reports—and established an editoria] line lhal was hardly dtSlinguishahtc 
from that of the liberal hourgtoUk^ thoroughly ancagomzing the workers of 
ihe i^lty Andreas Gottschalk^ the militant leader of the Colo^e Worhers" 
L'nion, a sodatist labor organization, eKcoriated the newspaper fw being "tn 
the hands of confirmed aJistOdfatS, Indeed the most dangcroats of all ihc 
aristocrais of money" and took Marx sharply to task for his essentially llbe.tal 
cdltoriaf rolc.^ 

Upon the collapse of the GcWian revolution in the spring of 18W, the 
newspaper wa$ shni down, and Marx was expelled from Prussia, tie. and hid 
lamily arrived in Paris Ln time for (he Jutte 13 dPKWfVStradon against Louis 
Napoleon's breach of ihc consdltniori by mv'ading Eome. "But in August 
dtsap^poinimcnt wUh Bonaparte's reacdonaTy regime forced him lo go to 
London, where he encountered various eitile groups from the condneitL 

5oon after his arrival in London^ however, Marx, radically altered his policy 
In an IR"5<I "Address of the Ceniral Committee to the CommunlSl l^eague" 
(■'fc'hich had been revived in 164&).. he Jtld Etlgcls eiKncially adopted 
Gomchalk''j vlfw of iIk KUoons between the worfkers and the “"democrALic" 
hourgeoisijt, calling tor an independent workers' party (hit would estabJish its 
own "cevoludoTtaiy workers' govenimenUK whether m the form of municipal 
Committees and muntdpal councils or in the form of worker' dubs ^nd 
wo-rkors’ commilleea"* Moteewer. Ln airy Kvofohonaty situation, the "Address" 
argued, the worhejs' party must be distrustful and strictly itidcpcndeni of it^ 
presunutd bourgeois and peasant alEleS. At best, Li could ally Itsdf with sectors 
of the bouT^geoLsie, but only ea.uuoiisJy and only with the most ladkaJ seCCOf^. 
Pollowiirg the "Victory of the houTgeolsdemocraLic levoludan. such an alliance, 
the "Address" wam^, nu]$t come to an end. The working daes must retain its 
indEpendence atui Compete etecior^lly for posilbicti m the new repubJe, 
seeking, ihe “strictest oenlralimrion" of govcrwruental power and opposing any 
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Federalist sdicmcs Lhat wiMiW tncrcase "Lhe ayiwwfty mA (ndeperidence \or 
rile [local] comnnuEiities.'"^ 

Thi& documcTit Is otic oF the tOCi&l imporLa.nt In iKe iheoretical 
amuJintnUlriurri of wtui in cme woutd be called Manrisjn, and its s.TnciurcSi 
were to be Eollowed—oi aigucd about—by Marraan movernenilE, iatII into the 
I^OOb. tased on this "Address^" Marxist pauses «repe expressly problbired 
From panicipaain^ in the cabtneta and minlatries of boupgicoia ^ovcmmenia or 
from, forming coalition gtjvcmtdetlis even wiUi radical middlc-claE® parties. 
Ttiis emptiasiS on |he independence of ihe w'orker.s' panJes remained i 
guiding policy of Maraist parties^ oFtitn leading, in peiiods of crisis that 
erupted ^ler to bitter bcLlotial disputes RSid cleaviiges ^a^libm the fold of 
intemaiional Marvism 

Notwiihsianding popular wisdom to the contrary, Mane's estGe in London 
was nor devoted exclusively to iheorctical work. Indeed, he could tiaidly 
avoid becomfrig drawn inro [he iniemecine warfare char wcni on among his 
felloxh' exiles of various naiionaLilics. During the 1£5D3 and ISbOs they battled, 
each uiher mcessanlly over issues bolb trivial and major Thus, republicans 
Foiighi with acb Olber and with soclaUSTs; putschtst Btancpnsis crossed 
swords with advocates of a mass workers' movement; proto-anarchists, or at 
least opponents of polmeal action, denounced "authotiianan socialists;' at 
those who helieved in parJiameniaty activity; and even the parlbamerttaTian 
wing of the various socialLst groups was divided over how and to what degree 
kgisUlive acLivtiy could piquet bask social change. Soct(<fls( became an 
ecumenical word denoting everyone frem social reformers to social 
nevolutionaiies; roiramunist was increasingly tdenlirted with those who shared 
Marx's basically insurrectionaTy strategy, and cPieuchusc encompasMtl the 
highly indtvidiMllslic Ldeaf oi personal rebellion pioneered by Max ,'inmer 
and the Proudhorust mutualists. 

Yet these cOiafliCts diould not be dismissed as mere wraatgLitig. Oli the 
contrary, they were enormousJy imponaim in sprung out maijor issues in 
revoluliunary theory and strategy had not been resolved—indeed, tiwt 
could noi hjv{ been teiolvifd—during the heat of oonlUci. The workers who 
reared barricades in Fans, Berlin, and Vienna in IB4B had often had nn clear 
idea of their goals, ihc besL methods Lo achieve them, the divergeni interests of 
their sniddle-dass '‘allies," or the nature of ihe social forces they opposed. A 
man like Lamanine had been able to g^n acceptance among many Fansiaii 
workeri because be could 'veil his mcdieraw potloles in radacal rhetoik, while 
ElaTijqui''s tbllowErs hurled Ehemselves into putsches that ‘A^ere doomed to 
^ure because diey Failed to properly assess cither the mood oF the workei^ or 
the power <if their opponctics. lE they were not to repeat the 

mLtC 2 LlcLda[ion$ that bad c-o^T them the revulubcms oE 1348^ cKc exiles hud tu 
use the hlacus u? te^olvf a mulUnide of such unsettled problems and issues. If 
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(Jifw wpi «? be a tvtw rtvoluiionary as tviirj^unc ^ifpentd, "cKlLe 

wpiild be iridispermUe m ins suoxss. 


THE EMERGENCE OF THE INDUSTRIAL PROLETARIAT 

k 1WM aEi4 iircesMIry ht (he eldtj W aiudyu Eh^ IKu! Iwing 

(nmdoimitkHU ihai Europe wras iflida]^}Gi^ the ^irudi of ihe IrKltkjtruJ 
RtvolUMOn to ibe contincnl. the cxpanfHm ol the nuricit cxMMrfny. the 
cmetBCIKe of Uill FVWrt new itthnaEogies, and ihc rue of « luew qfpe d 
wwker—the bccai^-based industiial prolcUran. 

In IndiEstiiil kevohjoon. atrtKty undei way Eor decadA, 

tiUipulEgd hef CO economic dominancx, eamnif the oountty the ippellMon 
"the workshop d the world." Bait in franco it wctuld noLbecorne a (jonuderadt 
force until the leSOi Even duriiag dw Second Empere, the counory was siUl tooted 
In an artisanal and peasant economy. Under Louis Napoleon craA prodvctkin edll 
reutlned a firm hold coi French oianufacturing, espcdally $ltlU ihti ootmoy tud 
unkfudy poMdoeved itself » ±t producer d fine handcrjJied proclw:ts, whwh 
neccssilated the purposeful Tetentton of tradidooiL skills. But the julhprtlarlan 
rej^me of Louis Napdeon. undisiuibcdby poltucal facnons, cluba, OT li^laiutes, 
bid the Jws for iJic Cnduiurtal Kevofopon by greatly expandmg French jittrlwa 
nncL above all. the oounuys traiuportadan inbBstiuctuic. Steam enj^neot. which In 
IHiR] had numbrecd amund 5iruTEased lo 14,000 Itl 1660. and to 26,200 in 
IRtf). Moil ktnpcwtanL Frerich railway mdeage ackired between, 163(1 and I&70 — 
h’Om ■ mcie IjSDO nuiles to 1QJ8D0. Before the cstsibtlsfonent oC ihi Sccohd 
limpffe, isilttsad lines h*d tatSlautii OUl from Pans in only a few dsbrevuted tfUtlk 
IlnoL bok Louts Napofoon's fweniyyeair re^me produced a bil]-(]ed|gcd nadonii 
rtdwiy system Between 1S52 and 1B70 t^ lints were cxlcndcdl Id Bayounr 
the lipantth Erontaer. Brest on ihc AdffiQC. Cheebour^ on dre Channel co«fl. «nd 
GtRidUc near LuxenbcAH^g^—and the spaces bciweai wen filled wilh a compkx 
nerworit of subbnnchcsL 

the iffead of laidwTyi wound foon open up hithenn uniouchod areas of iht 
CdUniry Id economic developnaeni. cnlarginf the donicsEic mailut for 
donsurner JOOds Mod UmknltlrHfVe wadfoor^ «i between peasanu, eiafu- 
pcopki and notables by drawing ihem into the competitive cub ccDnomy The 
([rowing Indusirtes m the north and ncfftheast now had refcaiively easy aoceu to 
rctnoH pwts of the countryside, whose inhabilants. in lum. couJd lelt thekr 
produce In markets beyoiid thcLr unmediate locales. Trade waA breafong; down 
old provincial bamera beeween regions ihai had barely advanced beyond barter 
CHcliange, bringing thern ftrsa batidimade attd later fjicwty-iojde conunodiuea. 
By lowenng Its own orien-prohibLUtfe ladfls m return for lowered lartfti ubroad. 
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France gMiUy IncTesSed IIS volume oF Fppeigii ujJe— iJic value uF Ficndi 
imports and expnm increased from 2.6 billifon Francs ni 1S5] to about G bilbofl 
in ftnthcT impelling Fventh capHjHas Cfr K-qulir inodcns macliinccy and 

use new tneih^de bi indiismal production. The Paris Espe^pnn oF was a 
ccLcbTation not only of much-cove-icd frCnrti luKuty ^oods but oF French 
madUnccy srvd tecVimcaJ kno'W'-hciw. 

Germany, For Us part, was beginning to sec signiAcant Lndu&tiiaL develop^ 
ment as well. Ailhough the German indystrlal TevnluLion did not fully Lake otF 
unul the l&TOs. the Znllveian, a cufitoma union miTially compnslng seveineen 
Gennan states, had already been established in JB34, removing internal 
barders ly bade, while in 1F131. ihe PiniSSian gjCrViemmenl established ihe 
Gewerbe-lnsunii fTrade Insdnite) to sdmulato the devElopmeniand lis£ of new 
industnaS methods. 

iiliswty, Eacioty machmery was introdut^ mro the Pni^an KOndmyt 
especial}}' ^c^^ ihe weaving oi cotton, whGe the military, recognLzing ihe 
etiormoiiS importa.ni:ir of railnMd lines in tibics oF war, stronj^ encouraged 
their construerinn as well. En lfl40, only .>4t> miles 6f railway track had been 
laid m all of the German states. In 1S50. the mileage reached 3,700, nearly 
d^ybled s decade later, and even ejitepdcd that of h^nce, at 12,237, in 1G70. 
Slrildngty, to the same year Germany also exceeded France in output of pig 
iron DcspLlc wave after wave of crrpjTatinn to ihe New World. Germany's 
population was gKjwing rapidly—Ircim 33 TnJliOn Iti 1949 lo 4l mdlion in 
1B71. Before the eeniuty was oui, Engbnd and Germany would hpih be 
engaged In mass produclkm. and aFler the 19705 German industry ivould 
outsuip the British Ln ehemjcals, elecirKal gioodi, and sophisticated machines 

As ihe demand for fled increased—necessary as it was for engines, railroad 
IfpCks, and other meliitlic goods (including armsl—the invendons that made it 
more plennfvL and ItH expensive rollijw^d apa^t Coal and coke, avaUabk in 
huge quantities, had replaced drarcoal early in the nineteenth century. In 1S2S 
the ScoLLish inventor James B. Ncibon built a blast fumacc to spurt hot air over 
meldng iron nrie, which g;ready eoemomtzed the smelnng pn>ce.s$ and increased 
the height of ihe small furnaces of the day lo forty or even sixty fcei. Traditional 
icchmques f6T hamitiecing the impurities oui of pig iron were rtplacedi by 
puddling, in whkh mollcn iron was stirred oondnuaUy lo produce a more 
malleible meial Finally in 193d Hcnty Bessemer patented ihe pTbejess ihai 
bears his name, in which cold arr driven through molten iron rapidly removes 
the impurities. The eosl of producing sleei now dropped preclpHW^ty; as did 
the amounc of ume required to produce it: what had formerly taken ten days 
with idiareoa] and puddling ttem' it»k only ten minuixs with the Bessemer 
The price r>r steel plumtnried tP a ftacuptt of its Former cost, and die 
cneiat'a availability rnade H a communpLace In Lndusiry, humes, and 
oonstrueiton. .Ai the same time ihe rural European landscape was ctiaugmg 
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iFitc 2 induscnil pariorajua^ complcce' mih ea^li chimine^ bdchin^ 

smoke, and huge fumaocs that produced! a Jjet>' glare ajpiinst the dark polluKd 
sky 

The icehooLogicaL changes of the second hah ed the century wen; 
comparEiibLc in every way to those of etoth prodLi^Llon and irui j|iortatlon that 
hiid driven the earlier jcagiti of the rndtistnaL revQbuvan. But the adveni of 
dcceric pon'er and Eynthelk chemicals, as well as advances in [runin;^, brought 
ruin to many aftiiiansv who were Iti no posnton w wntpece with the cheap 
goods produced by capiial-intensiive factaries. By mideentury, except in France, 
merchants and iridJUstridisls v^re vastly dimintshltlg both the HAtU^ and 
tunedon of iridependem meters and journeymen, inereasingly making diem 
ancillcry to the Larger industnal economy. 

Kor could the power of the auioctrats oi Europe—large or smalt, pernicious 
or gentle—withstand the onslaught of iridustriBlfuariorL News now traveled 
faster than ever, over dcctrie wires and by maiJ trains; prinlitig ptesics bCrtUtic 
ever mote automaUc,. dlEScmmatlng ideas in die form of ch^ap books and 
periodicals lO aH parts oF Burope and the entire world. The bourgeoisie wanted 
free trade, open borders, "free" workers, and a mijor say in aEairs of slate. As 
gcogtaphica] banters began to crUfflbleK so too did the ideological barriers of 
ihe parochial quasi-feudal past, and the obstacles to new goods and new idjcas, 
opening the way to mass nationwide movemetils such 4S IfSde UHkins 4nd 
poUiicaJ patTtes 

By the IfIGOs Euiopean automats found that they had (o make concessions 
not only lo the boutgeolsic but also to ihe working dMd«S, AS they ^wakened 
from the torpor oF iheir defesw of the late 1B4QS and early ISSOs^ Working- 
class miliiancy indeed began to revive, although il Look a difTerent form from 
what Ll had been in ihc l&40i The idtas. of as 50 Ciatli>TiIsm—the formation of 
cooperfinves of anisan^ m similar trades in order m eonerol those nades—and 
mutualism—the provision of low-tnlercst credit to small ciUreprenenrs, Linked 
^ noncitplmtalivc contnirti—wete a(^uiJfll»g Mi tupanded meaning. The very 
social context of Labor was undergoing significant changes Artisans, who had 
hitherto been pitted ag^st small Eactorics and merebantSv could hardly expect 
mdividvally U> supplant the Itldustnal boUTgWLSie, with its ever-larger plams, its 
multitude of unskilled or pardy skilled prolctatEians, and its vast economic 
lesourtes. The word ctisKidtion Increasingly Oitme to Include the nniry of the 
working class ai a whole —intemaiicutally as well as nationally, despite 
diffeienees. in cntfl and status grCmpS. Ih sddHlori ro owperadves and wade 
assoriationSi workers began to cn^Tsion powerful "anrucs of Labor." to use a 
phrase from proleiartan socialism—^namely, gnat unions, cordederadons. and 
even poliucaL parues thar were suFiVcienLly encompassing lo coniront the 
ecioniious power of ihe indu^utal hnui^geoiMa 
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THE FIRST INTERNAHONAl, 

Among, the inDi!iJ.Tclis. oi cotitin-etiCal buropt, none seeiitE [o have more MiuLEly 
sensul that changes •^tTt in the: offing ihan. Louis Bonapatlje. After 19 ^ 0 , 
under mcreaang fire from the French baurjjeoiste, who wanted! a greater saj? 
in the state, LhuLs oWigei to Ickiscn hs* light grip on France’s polltLcil life. 
Ho now gave grcaier IrKdom to the press and allowed government mcasirrES 
lo be openly' ertneizeJ In the Corps Legislalif (the lower Legislatl've housed, 
while the throne's orinual speech could be freely dcbaled by the 
parliamentanF.-ns Indeed, before the decade was out^ a republican opposition 
had ewn been permitted to emerge and enjoy a ccrlaLn measure of political 
autonomy. 

To countervail the demands of the new industrialisis.. Bonaparte also Hied 
tei gain working-class support, thereby pitting one class a^Lnst the other— 
anrrther typically Bonaparusi feature. In IfliSO he allowed workers to ftsrm 
mutujL aid and benefit assocla.tions„ restored their legal right tO Strike, and 
permitted indivldctnl workers io rUn [or public office on Labor-tuienied 
platforms—provided, to he sure, that they did not form a political party. 
(When the govcmmcnl made overtures to offer better credti terms, the 
Proudhjonisl mutualisis, with their demand lor the low-LnlJcrest loans for 
arflsarw, ‘svere SUTprisingly responsive and flirted politically with members of 
the royal family.) 

To placate the bourgeoisie, between 1660 and 1062 the emperor concluded 
a series of corametiCia] tneaucs isiih Enrain, Belgium, Italy, Switzcitand, and 
Phisala that reduced uade barriers and ptovidcd a strong spmuhjs to French 
Industry. Key French companies were cOrtccntraled in fewer hands, leading to 
more latge-soaLe production and technoJogieal imodemuatlCn. &ul Bonaparte's 
nWMNes were not entirely ecHin-omK. Closer cooperation between the French 
and En^ish economie.s was spurred not only by commerdal consideraticyns hut 
by the emperor's own diplomacy, which was o^cnted^ despite ceniUiics oF 
bluer enmity, toward foiiging an jJllsuirt between the two majof Channel 
coururtci. 

The growing entente becweeti Britain and France nurtured not only clo«r 
economic and diplomatic lies but a closer affinity betwpen the. French and 
Brttteh working classes. The interlocking of Engltsh with French economic 
mtereatiand the LnuodOctlon of Engbsh technoJogrcil Innervations Into Frendi 
indkfetiy meant Lhat the worting daises of the two counuies shared a new 
c{iiiiniunit>' of Interest. But French unskilled workers lagged far behind thclr 
British counierpans In sdf-oiganizauon and in concrete economic gains; in 
Bniakn ihc working day had been reduced to ten hours, but when the 
BonapardM regime tried lo pass jimUai- legislation in France, (he bourgeoisie 
was able u? cincumveni m Alihougb Ffench workers Mquiied a limiiied t^i to 
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£Lnk^ [h-ey ivcrsnot psmuttcd lo ra'gaiii'izc trade unions like their rtass brothers 
jnd sislers ki England. 

In 18^2 j. dfiltgaiion of Frendi workers CJOiscd the Charme] to attend the 
London [nlematiotLal ExhibUion. Their trip was subsidized by the gov^mmcnu 
which pcohobly hoped lhfl.l the modetute reF'Orm-orienied mentality that 
prevailed among English workersi would make an impression on the more 
volatile Fierch. AcHtaJly, the visit resuttcd in a renewed liaison beiween mUtTsnt 
English trade yninnrscs and French Insurrecdonim in EteDember 1863 Biitish 
workers dispatched an appeal to their French counterparts to Lake cohimon 
action In support of the emancipation of Poland, a cause that was almost as 
popular in London, as u was in Paris The Bndsh workers also had a vet>' 
practical self-intercsl in international working-dass comity their employctS h^d 
been ImporUng conunenia] amkebreakers during labor disputcjs, a practice 
that severely obstructed their struggles Idr better pay and wiorhitig conditions 
The ende unions wer‘$ pai-ucularly eager to enlist Prench working-dass 
suppoTV in order to brmg this practice to a definitive end. 

j\s a result contacts between working-dass Leadera on both Sides oi the 
Channel became mOM hequeni; nw only wss the solidarity between the French 
and English gready strengtheneeL but each conthbuted to the other's strike 
fucidst Finally, they decided to hold i JOlflT pubEIc meeting In London to 
Strengilhen thel)" ties and to support die Poles, The meeting, which was held on 
Sepieinbej 28, Ln Saint Martin's Hall, was packed wqth 2,000 people, 

many of whom daimed to represent British, Irtsh, and conunenral European 
workers It proved io he of historic importartce: even as almost aJl the 
governments of ccmtincnlal Europe were trying to Crtish mny inciplem workers' 
moveutent, or perhaps because they were trying to do so, the working classes of 
vanouE countries eagerly met to mobilize their forces and crente theli own 
unified mtcmatlonal movement. 

Idcclugically, the USMmWy in &anii Maidn^s Hai! was very mixed: it 
eonstsred mantly of English trade unionist^ induding former ChartksLi avidl 
□wemtes, who were eager to ellmirtSlc CWitlnental iuikebreaking. hut there 
were also French Proudhonist mutuallsts, Italian and Polish nadouaJlsts, and a 
medley of eiiles from other oouncritE. Jtftcr mudi oratory, lat^dy focused, on 
^Olldirtiy with the Poles Jrnd the need for woilang<Lsss undey, the meeting 
cmhusiastically resolved to found what was to be called the Imemsumna] 
WorkJngmen'i AcSSOilaiiU'rl (IWMA), which eventually emered into ihe history 
o^ socialism as the First IntjemalionaJ. 

Listed fLiwOPg the tfistlingl^lshec! suppurwis invited to sat on the platform 
wis title '"Pr. Hatx,'’ who had been asked to address the meeting on hcfialf of 
(he German workers. Rather than speak himseli, however, he gave (he door to 
Johann George Eccanus, his fellow exile and member of the old Communist 
Lcs^e, who ably acquitted himself while Marx remained in the background, 
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Thus Mane played m direct ro^c in coniieninR ni additssing Uie nueliti^ 
clatmj thj( ht fuundtd (jfi* First Eni^mationsi] tmadc b/ some ttistonjtli cE thif 
labor iiiovciiienc]< nomiLhseandiii^. 

After much oratory and endlUSlasm. the meebng ekcleda Central CtMinmtCter 
(bter TfflaiBCd the General Cauiud.^ to administer the Ejrgantaafiton's aflaai^ 
ctmstsbi^ hdlE of Enj^ish trade unioivists and the retrtadnmg hail of the diverse 
ndKlt and oaDOnriVt m London TIk CominiKiK qUKkly HUhltflud i 
subeommiouf to- draw up the dediratun id principles and a set of gintmtif^ 
rules for du new AuocBbon Sesuii plaiBlIy lendentious dcdaraitiDiB and wu of 
suwio were submiiied^ittduiAt^ the pnniso^ HfuUums of Ma£fihl'a lulwi 
Wodken AsAooalion, a h^^hly centralized oti^suzalKHV sironjily tuUonilLflM: m 
cmenuium, that actuaPy Irad vny iHik ^^dipg amont; It^un vewhera Hus 
tJKtimenv despdte tls huraiy crudity aikd its idedlDgiea] oonKJtaon. was nearly 
adopted by the subcoTninil.lce, but fortuTLaJEely, due largely 10 Marx's 
lemCMiHrancei. n was agreed that the proposed d'CJt.tnnehl shwiltl fee "edited." 
a ca.dt that finally fell to Marx hiinself, who proceeded to rewrite large piiwtions of 
the detJitTalKin of pnnciples and reduce the rules from forty to len Tlir new 
dn*fi. pawiidy supenor to ns Ma«imsri precursor, was unanimously mdopted fey 
the Cnminlltcc Rt its next mcetlTig and published widely as a penny pamphlet 

In ihis Inspect, Mam ckssen'es the credit, if not Eor EbuudiiiR ihe E'^TVlA. at 
least for writinj^ its EbundLng documcm, die histont "liiau|uml AddrcH of the 
Working Men^s International AssodaUon." Mnre than half ol I he address 'Is 
OctUpkd with cisnussung the enormous mcrcasc in the wealth of the cspiislm 
eountnes with the absence of progress in the rmienaJ condnlOfi of workers and 
detailing the miseries they suffer. In its dosing pages it oelebrales recent 
working^lasj viclonts, such as the paiMgK of the tch-hoijr wyjfking day by the 
Rrllish partiamml arid the growth of the cooperative movement Slarx'e fund 
can be leen very dearly when the address calls i^n workirS to unlle 10 
■‘eonquer polmcal power," and uety driRWTicaEly in Its <[«sing appeal. 
"Ploletartand of all coundics. Unite!" As for Elie "pieivi'UDruil lules^" Its 
preamble nspens wuh iheassetnou that "ific cnuitcipaiion of the worfunj; dau 
minx be exKu^uexed by ihe workmg classes iftensdvea," and a claKA wii|i the 
tlogan ~No n^ts withmil dulieSv no dutxs without rights. 

Tbrt last slogjan—which would buv adotn the mawheads of s«ialst and 
inirchnt pcnoihcals worldwide—did noi ctHnc easily fnenn Mara's pen, 11 WU 
(ntiltd on him, and he seems to have accepled it only rrluyctarttly As he WTOtc 
to ffngeh, shortly sdter the adoption of documents, he had boon ''obliged 10 
inxen two sentences about 'duty' and 'rIghJ' and ditto Tmth. and 

rn«Ke' in ihe phtambk to the ml«, bur ihew ate so placed ihai they can do tso 
harm."'' This pasHge reveals the aversion that both men shared toward any 
SOtmJkrm lhM w^ls even vaguely mondistic. in conlTa-si to the rtunenallidc 
approach they hoped lo Coster. 
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Tti^ ictiut rule EhjL the nV'MA playe-d m the siruj^e ftie MKUlism htu been 
g.reA[|y ($vcr the yesurs. in no snndl] jpOft by the boUi^ccis press, 

which tried lo frtghl.eni Itj negderj hy invoking s perilous "red jipecter" ihn 
ihrcAlened CP UndeTminc society itself. Ln fAct, nutty oE ll» paiionil scctLons 
could not even bc regiirtled a cxjlltctlvist m ooilook, let Alone sociajLsil. The 
linfclish Ifuie unlonuts were pnimrity looking for wsys 4o make tbicLr strikes 
moK ^feciive, wrhlle ihc Prenidhonist mutunlisls. who Were hCHlilc to strikes^ 
loathed all Forms pI irnllPCdvLsm and regarded small-scale property and ihe 
p^trurchal latmly as the huitding blocks of a tich' Kteiety The Itajian 
nationaluts. (ollowing^ MusiPl. almost entirely eschewed soi'ulisin h ts 
noteworthy that neilher (he "Inaugural Address" nor the preamble lo the 
ru[« m«ke^ any mehtjen of cdlrctiwsttL, 4iill of waahsm and 
ODirununksm—npuensi itui would liEveb«n offensnic lo nunyol rLsmemben. 
Rather, ihe documents coiilain cnconua lo CCNifiCtatli'C.S. which wctc popular 
among worEtiCirf m hnglami and France at the dme. As (or Mafk's ealE to 
"conquer political power." ii must have been essentially smuggled Lnlo the 
document during an unguarded mcuPetlT. (nr it coulct only tuvc sUtvrwed tlw 
scTuony ol the Prcrudhonuu «n ihc coimmiilee heciLusr their enrhusia.sm 
momentartly swc'pt away iheir critical [acuities 

Despite Its muny diflcreni, nfien bitc-erly coutheung lendencwsy the IV^'MA 
icLatisged to rcRutn Inioa until 1876, alter whicdi h was Formally dissolved. 
I>uring the IdCiOs LI consisted largely oFa loose .^gglomcr^on oE naLloriAl atid 
local secuems W "federations," many of which were at odds wIiIj each other 
over a hosi. ol political and orgaruzationa] issues. Admittedly, llie llA'MA played 
a valuable puKtiul and itispiratioTiaL rule in mobiLmng, cducicing. and leading 
workers, nltcn tn Lai^ nuttibet &, in common suuggles lo un^rove ilterr material 
ootidiooris Bgl d wa.-^ I^^ly ^ defensive oq^suzaiion mPnt pfiria than not. Us 
nanonal tcviKHnu w^te hj^liiiK vndi [heir badrs to ihe wuH the awaulis 

of ihcr rcspccusf gos'etitmeni.s and various cmployicrs By its very cmslence. 
tLciwrvrr. the InicmjtloTul gave workers a booU m truntak Mid. a s^Tik: llui ^ei' 
'were nor eomplevely rsCiliited m their specihc Local struggl^^ 

Many actions, bc they strikes or uprisings, were Imputed to (he international 
With Unit; iju no regard as to whether il was jcrgally icivok'ed iti them. Although 
It was falsely giccuseJ of leading the Paris Commune of 187 L. the [nlcmaLionsil 
never staged an uprising anywhere in the woritl, nor did Ll load any suable 
strike or strike mervement oF Its own. Manyot the s'trikes Gial swept over Eritajti 
and the cpriUtlent during ihc IBMs, to be iUri:, mvolued members cf |he 
lriiem?.liaiial—in E.ngliiid, even membeis of ihe Gcncjal Ctiuncit —buL they 
functioned prmurily a; ttadi: unicmLvis rather iluu as IntcmanorvallM^ For die 
most pan. the ftd'Cfaijonj of the Inlemaiicmal pied towstil Htlkci arid protcsls 
by pubbcUDUg workers' grievMices. oppoiang foreign (Hrikcbreakers. and 
gathering funds Mraong other workers' orj^uanons for the supfrorl of their 
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•striking comiaidffs. 'NA'IiiJc ilicSc inLivliws greSEty enhanced EJTCsliEc erf the 
[iTKmjitiutuE workers thToughcml the worfd, they handLy cansdluEsri a 

danger cn bnurgcais society 

DtniiiE Lis shotl odstencs, the IWMA held tour major oongresies heiwean Us 
founding itueiing in Londion and its flsgiie Congress, where it was split 
imeparatlyin 1S72, pJld Lii General Council was iransfenrid to the Uniied Siaies, 
At no time dtd the ddeg^tes to these congresses ever numher more dian a 
hundred people, and although th^ptcsumablyTcpte-setLled aUilnted fcdcntions 
in about eleven uoultttlM, 9 numhtr o£ dekgacea Ttprtsenied only token seicdoos 
^me ddegadofls were merely individual calks Erom oountries in whidi all 
worldng-dass aclivity hsid been totnplflely suppressed. whUe others ttlMesrnted 
^oups so sma,ll that they bare^ qualtfkd as more ihan nuckt of national 
federations. In fact, the size of a notional delegation Jt an [WMAoongress usually 
depended upon the country where ihe rtngWs was Md- At (hi Gcti^v^i {I0b6) 
and Lausanne (ISb?) congresses, for exampk. the Lsr^gesi detegadons were 
Fnanico-Swiss. moce or less reEiccllnE the genenl popubdOh of the ^rea In whidi 
ihe- ttmgyeM was convened, while at BtusmsIs the brgcsi was., not 

surprisingly,, the Belgian ddegaticin. These annuail congresses were often riven by 
SI multitude of Important theoretical issues that were furiously debated, often 
c^ilmmaiing in IWMA resnluticms chai were adiopied by a majoaiiy vote. In 
practice, the national grcoips, on thdr return home, frequendy went ihcir -own 
way, irrespective of ihc congresses' dedsiosis. Neverthekss, ibc congresses were 
gfappllrig, slowly. painJwUy, tmd somfllws indecisively, with issoo thu w-ouid 
be of enormous signjtkancc for the la^jor movement for gencraiions to come— 
indeed, because of iheir ihcorelical and prtCtol consctrUnices iti latet yeare, 
iheir proceedings deserve closer study dian is possible here 

In the early congresses fGcncva In IBbti. Lausanne in 185^. and Brussels in 
ld6d), ihe mOK CotnpelLing Issue ww the debate between the so-csHed "Mam 
parry" (few of whom, in fact, were Marxists dootrinaJlyl, wbkh favored 
socialism, and fioudho-nlsl indLvidualjslSv whd hoped lr> supplant Caplulism by 
lostering smjll-scsle pejsfmt und urdsan proprietors. The Proudhonists, whose 
views reflected the interests of an archak and waning stratum of artisafns and 
small food niltivaJlors. were coniinccd that ihc principal taUSCS of their 
eenneimlc difflcnltlej! lay with, moneylenders and bankers, and that the 
problems of the working class could be removed by having worker- or state- 
controlled. People's Rants provide ptopnetcua wlih lowHutenest cnediL This 
analysis minimized the social lelations embodied in the cspitalisc markel and 
industry iirid tnsiesd regarded ihe rnam enemy of small entrepreneurs K 
finance capitalists and bankets, who lived olF mliTesi raiher than die bulls of 
produedve labor. Often this emphasis tocrfi an fJipt«sly anti-S(iruQC lum when 
Jews, such as die ftothsdiJds, were easl as the main vtiLartii of sooiery, raiher 
than uiBJiubicnirerE and die system of »pLtabii sotkal otlatiotii as sudi. 
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Proudhon bcqucalhcd a very mrard legacy Lfi his disciptes in his Oti tW 
Pohcicfll CapUCf^ fl/ Wtfffcutg djassiy, publb'hcd In (0^5, cKe year of hts 
Hsie; as in thr Cteneral idcu in 13^1. he KOftenEd his Edr 

assodatioTiiBEnbj,' allertvm|t iJlal Ll could noi be avoided in tsjrge-scak indusuics. 
In 9 had an Immense inQucnLe on many Pi'DudhDnLsis, ihe mjinrr 

WTOU: 

Muoulism Enimds men In assoaalc uM^r ai iihis is reqwed by dw 
demands oi produeucn. die cheapness ai gpo^ the needs oE ODnsumjJtJon 
and the seeunty of ihe pToduoras ihemsctves, I e. In lhase cases where li IS 
ncH possible Eoi dre public Eo rely on ptwase Ind'ustry. noT prrvaEe 
Jnidwstry 10 aosepE Etw responsH^ihly and risks Invqlveid m nmnmg ihc 
eoncems on Lheii own. ... There is undoubEedlv i case lor BssOdarion in |he 
laiifie-scale manUfiOlunUR,ejttracliveand metaJurglcal ituJwsmei ... iMial ts 
the if UiV rhihk of lht ihousands oi oafu aiwl trades prolderaLlng in 

the [owns and even in the rural areas? For ihOM I do noE assocMno n 
offers any 3idvinlS£Oialll the monr SO svut any bcnehcs lhai m^ht follow arc 
already assured hy iht ntEwprb oE rcdprocai] jpurantees, muEual crcdil and 
inSiUrance. markel contrnl, etc. etc'^ 

Pttrudhon's reLucUnl aekTiowled^enE of ihe rrecd Eor associailori was a 
|iia|;matic response to the rise of larie-scale producilOTi and modern 
LransportaliOil. Ali-hou^ he was ^ fedejailisL {as disLln^lsheid Erom a sLAIIith 
it did not suppbnl in any way lus conunilrneOE lo trvdrvidiui] cnErepreneurship 
Sol surprismely. udwn [he anarchiM Bakunin, h wmfftssts of die Interna 
UHorud. supponed colktC'Emsm. ihe rrt^ior Troudhomsl spoikesmen lurwuly 
opposed hliTL Bill many workers read Proudhon'S tttparks not as a 
ciicumsiantial endorsemeCtl of assoeWPOns toe cooperatives) m only certain 
Ur^e-scak Indnstiies, but at t general endarsement oE them as an alEtrruscive lo 
mLidem capitaLisr mduilry—ihat is, they urtfongly CMduded thar ecotiomlt: 
cooperaLiveti, coriEedoraLly ot|.anl3:ed by meanjt oE eontnets and credEL 
nerworks, Lay at dve hcarl al ?roudhon''s vision Eot Lite FtOod sodeiy. 

Nor was this the Wily respect in which Ptoudhm eahibarfid a regressive 
inChieftoe- Owing U 1 iheir cmplu^son ihc patrurehal lamdly as die baw uimol 
KKiJ life, the Proudhonisis rejected arty rok m the pmduonve process (pr 
wonaen {although most tTUHJU b«Ey used die bbor of their wises daughufj^ 
and fcmflle domestics m their workshops). SwltlJng EO oppose aH cnnl righis Edr 
woinen, they argued thai woman's place was in the heimc. where her "naEural" 
IlmilaEicins destined her lo it£r children and se< 10 famUy needs, while ihe tavjl 
realm £elJ "tLarurjil ly" within die purview of men. FiruiLly^ as we have seen, Lhe 
Proudhorusts also objected toloi,3Ll smkes, which they TEgaided as coercive and 
potenuaily violenL But life rqiuiedly mnnided on ihU' kmudhonisi shobbolnh. 
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and [tie hrOMdhcnisLs at Lhc LausantM: Corig^ess. nsLgciahdy sucrcndcrcd iv 
logethtr with ihear opiptisnwti lo tjolulcal scliwi. The Fiicndi deteg,ailcm ihc 
1\S'MA, jt should be emphasized, lA'as piedcmiirianElj FTOudhomst, led by Henn 
Tolain, a bnyTiEe ttigfavti-; hme CduJlery, a physioan. from FTtTith-spMikiTig. 
Switzerland; aud even Charles Lemgutt, Ijwr Mars's 5on.-ii>4aw and dcwouc 
supporter. Opposed to (he Pmudhonisrs were the colEeeiivtscs or sonattsls, who 
called ^DT parricipatKjri in etectlOOS and the public ownership of land. tJalw^ys, 
mines, and Joncsts and tended to malte mone seamhitlg. analyses of tapitatLsin. 
Mant, from h&ndoft, provided mwth of theii Lhcorctical framework, although 
many Rraups within the FA'MA suppon.4(l SOtialdsdc views on thtu own. 
mnwitve. Even in Prance, ncriabSe collectivists appeared, SS Hchryk. Katz notes 
in his highly objective account of Uie Inlemational: 

The repressions in France [in the IBfiOs] pushed the (laborl mov^meni 
CO'Wajd nesisaanoE societits and syo.dtcal tfiambers, the types of organiaaubn 
tfileraited by the ftoi'emmenl This was in line with the cOnlin-uhift trend from 
daisical Proudhoniarlism toward mGitant syndltiaiLsm." 

This shift was typified most noiablyby the hbokhindfr Eugene Varlin and the 
dyer Benoit Malon, who hud beguo as Prondhonists but were drifung away 
from many of its key tenets.'^ NtH only were ihey prepared to engage In 
polliical 3 M.liviiy, in viobaiion of Proudhon"i Ideas Of nol his practice}, they 
were also commitiecl to (radc-UTiiann organization^ Sinkcs, and armed 
insurgency. 

Mosi jit odds with Proudhon’s liews were the rcvoluitonaty syndicalist ideas 
that these men began to advance. Indeed, VarUn, as the ablest and mosi mJLlanl 
Irade-union leader in France, liwy well be regarded as the Ealher of 
revolutiotiacy syndLcfllism. But their ideas, also had a cXimmunsdist dimensiem: 
dieyr opposed both mutualism and '‘authorilaoan Ccimiruinism”—that Is, boih 
Proudlwti and Mara. VarlLn and Malon called themselves ‘"collectivisEs" and 
were committed to a form of socialism or anarchism based on communal 
Conlederadons as well as trade unions How far they had moved from 
Prondtwnism may t>c judged by the acrimony of ifr^tr dashca wlih iheif former 
comrades: the French F^oudhoniSl 6msl Fribourg dtsdainfuHy deserthed them 
JS a strong “fMirty of Liberal comrnumsis ItomrtHniseer lihcTiijio;|;' words that 
were as ctose as one could come in the IHSOs to ‘libeiEarian oommuniscs,'’*'' 
while Varlin, for hts part, did not hesitate lo dlamiss Tdain and hts following as 
"Proudhonlsi enrages." In the new labor mewTment, sarys Katz. 

VaHin was the reoDgnized nado-naJ Leader and enjoyed mcneaetng mtema 
tional piestiEe. He vt^as in ooutmuous oanespondence vrith provineial 
centers and various organi^atio'ns and leaders in Belgium. Swii^eHand, ?nd 
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Germany. ... More ihan anyone else, Varlinlyas capable olaclicPlilrng Lhe 
ideas of the radicalized movement lhal wjs vanxiusly described as 
"Sodalssme colleomsce,” “Comnwimsme libfralc," "Communisme jnd.- 
antoritairc..’" afnd “SodalisiiK-Tmlutionnaire."^^ 

Signiftcandy. Mara and Balomin were both to dcsciihc Vjtlin *s [heir comrade 
m ihcir writinjp on ihc Pans CominuiK. 

Al II& eAJ^Ly eongriesses ihe Iniemanonai isTan^ed rcpcaledly over ihe 
disrinctiDTis between caJIcctivism and Pnoudhonist mdividusli^ni. At Geneva 
and Lausanne, both in French-speslong ."iwtiztrbnd, a suffident number of 
Proudboniit delegates were in attendance to pass resolutions that favored their 
new, but at ibc Brasscis Coneress of 196fi, dM nW|orlry adopted a collEcuvisL 
resolution On pubbc ownership. At that pomt most—albeit not all—erf tlie 
Prrvudhrmists ceased to attend congresses of the IntcmatiOtial 

The [WMAconeressrs also dtbAied fnhcf issues, such the role of siolencc in 
transforming socic^, ihe formauan of popular militias^ the coalitions (if atiy^ 
thai fedemtions of the Internaljonal ccjuld valnUy makt with radrea] bourgeois 
or petty bourgeois OIganlaalJcms^ and even ihe legitimacy of the presence of 
rii.:mw(Hrke:rs In congresses and the General Council. (E^cfudlng nonworkers 
wouJd have made all mlellecLuals, ItidwcHfig Mane and Bakunin, ineligjhLe for 
membership > 

Eui ihe nest explosive issue to contonl the Intcttli-liOtwl was ihai of die 
slate and parltaincntary politica. In ba, this Issna haimred every one of its later 
cotigrr-SSes and was raided repcaicdiy—explkilly or Implicitly—in debates 
among socialists, collecdvislE:, Froudhemista, trade UrtloniStSi nadonalists, and 
anarchists By op^srtig a^ll Forms nd collectivisiiu (he Larj^ conliitBcnt of 
Ehroudhonlsts in the early years had averted a direct oonfroruation. between 
statist socialists and anlistaUst socialists,-Since alt socialises felt the need to unite 
aga^nsL the individuallSljk Bui the departure of most of the FroudhoniStS ai 
QmsseLs heed staUsc and anlistatisc sodahsts for an pp^ti cothston chat was 
liti^lly Lo tear the EnLemational a|aart- 


MARX AND BAKUNIN 

This cotiflSct was stwped overwheliningly by ihe duel between Karl Mar* and 
^likhail Bakunin for ihe control of the Iniemaaonal. Bakunin did not join ihe 
IritemauonaJ uniG Fairly late^ in July 3 while io all appearances he and Mara 
were soil on citcellem terms In the tB40s Bakonm had been a friend and 
collibotaleir of Mara and Engels around ihc publication oF Artwld Ruge^S 
DeiftSjJv'fminziOTisrJie JnhrbwcJier, Removed from Eunopcau pcihl»ci [i>r twelve 
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years aiccr hy hlj impmionmtHi; ^tnl milr in Riissia, he fmallj^ esapR] 
Jratn Siberia and reappeared in LondDn at die end nf liSfil. In NcM^mber JBM. 
shortly before Bakmnn's dcpanume ^tlr \Uni cjibubiLed a veiy amiable 
ailHudc tenvard the Rnssaan and assured Bakunm (hat, rumorrs to the contrary', 
tie bad derendecl Bakunm a^atnsi a slander that he bad been a Rpswti tipy 
Wribng to Engels, Marc noted tliar "T lik^d IBiikUJiln] vny much, more so ihan 
gwryjously," and siud that he i^'as "one oS the lew peopk whom after sutlecn 
ytais I find to have muv^d forward and not iMckward.”^^ As a slgji of 
fhendihip, Marx even sent Bakunin an ifiScTibetl copy of his newly published 
Ctfplw! 

Bakunm did not lejpnnd lo this gesture fen quite some time. He had been 
oorupied. with establishing his own iniemauona] atiatthist organiialion. (he 
InicjnaLLonal Atllancie for iotrullit Demoaacy, a netwoek with a eetuTjl bureatl 
in Geneva and scelions m Italy, Francf, srid Switzerland. fAt the same time he 
was also crying to chTilc a secret, clitc^ amd highly discjpilned v^nguatd group, 
the [ntcrnaciotial ErocherhLjod J The lAUiance had its own statutes and prs^jram, 
calltna foi an end to religion, equaJny of the Sf Ws. the abolition of inheritance, 
and a Sciltered number of other proposals. Rakutun seems to ba^e intended 
that it function Ixnh ins*de and outside the IntEmational^ ostensibly to 
compensate foi the emphasis oo economic questions by placing a 

Epecul emphasis on philosophical and religious mauers. ]n Noi^lfibw 1B68 he 
applied 10 the Cenerjl CotitiCLl in London for admillance of his AllLjuce u? the 
International as a relatively autonomous^ branch 

Up CO thus point, 4s Franz Mehrmfl obsm'cs,. Mara: had "iMintmued to 
bsibour fcelmg^ of fnendshtp For the old rcvolutionajy Bakunin, and he 
opposed Various attacks whkh were made or planned agamsi Bakunin amongst 
bis, Marx's, tinrrieduie circle."'^ But Mars had strong disagreements with, the 
formulations in (he program and statutes of the AtUance, produalng a 
disaffecnotl towsjd Bakunin that was esacerbaied by peMOtwl gossip 
Moreover, tbe AJIianoe's appbcalion for admittanoc appeared to be a 
proposal for the csislence of two parallel Iniertwtkmjls, each with its own 
cernifid body, that would inevitably come to loggerheads This caused Matx to 
develop strong suspicions about Bakunin's intentions m ioining the Inrema- 
ti&nal 

Needless lO SJiy, the General Coutidl decided to rE)cct the Alliancc'^s 
application—and ironically, it was on this very day lhal Bakunin finally 
lesponded 10 inquiries chat Mara hadindircrtly passed on to Bakunin about his 
intentions. "You ask whether [ am snlE your friend,’' Bahunstt wrote 

Yes, more than cveTh my dear Mara, for I understand better lhan ever how 

tigbiyou were lo wflJk along the bio^d avenue oflhe economic revolution, 

Cc> ihvlte ui ah lo FpElciw youj and to denounce all those who wandered off 
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4nlo tht of n>lioniJi!l or cxcSumvdy poliUal: mlcrptp]^ My 

(juhrrluMl now iht InicIttilKma), iftfiOtr cituf Iwrdtr ywi bivt b«(n 

Yei>u at, Ehcn. -dtar fntnd ihac t am your pupit—and I ^ proud 10 be 

ihis.^® 

Marx may very wdl tuve pcTC-^tved in the IcLLrr a PinudlbonisL sObltKI ibat 
dented Lbc Imponance of''palltieal enlerpnse.'' Ifr ihaL as il may, ibe General 
Cnurvat did reject ihf Ai]l^rt(4 ajiajether. raihfr, n permitted H^ikunln 
and hts soppoficrs lo enter (he Intcmalkifi^^an the condmon ih4M (hey 
dtshutd the AJIidnv u an intmtadOrkiJ or^uaiton and i;onYeri 1 U aeetioru 
into beanctu^ of the LWMA. Bakuntn isgreed. bul whether he really inEcndcd 
LL 1 dtssobc the only auC'CeSifuL tntEmational OTg^mtaKion he had Cheated up 
in that time is a much-^itpuled tssire. Surprisingly, however, (he Coundl 
ajtrced Co 9et tum retain his rentraJ bureau In Grtleva as a propaganda group, 
which Bakunin and bis jiupportets readdy accepted, aUou'inf as i( dtd a 
distinctive orgaiusadonal ccnicr ior themselves. There Is ample evidence to 
show (hai in lfl7Q-TI, as (he dispeilc bc(wi«n bikurun and MaOt CSCdaccd. 
the old Alltance sccCbOns general^ tctamed (htff Itfccrtanan identify and 
ideas Cut (hft (hey conunued to exist as a parallel organizahon, as Marx 
malnCatned, Is arguable. 

Mliny accounts of ihe dispute between the Bakunimsts and Marxists tend to 
focus So $iirong,ty cm ihc unsantor)' machmalions by boch sklcs lhai their 
irojKiiuTil theorelical and OrganizaliorLal dilierenccs Kre olicn ne^ectcd In 
pniKifi^c. MariE was commilied XO a strong f^^hty oennabzed workers' 
•novfnKtn, lalnmately a wwkers pany, lhal uKiuld use (be potihCaJ awu lo 
mubillie the entire worlurift class (0 anam swi power. Where aicDanaL 
socialtiLs in (he lf!40s had merely called upon the state to fuSlifr the 
(Irvekipmeni of assodatian;. Marx pcrsistjently at|pjed lor the nacionahucbn of 
the ei-ononiy and for planned prodUttlt>n and dtiirlhuuon. Following; the 
success ol (he workters tn s tcvolutlonary conbontitton with capitalism, there 
wynild ovenhiaJly emerge t communifl SOOH'ty (hw would be piided irot by 
|>{a(k( but by the pnoicipU ~From eich according lo his abilaty. IP nch 
aoeUrdinj lo his needs." 

This approach, for Marx, presuppowd the extstmee of the srate—a wodeers' 
lotic, to be sure, but a state ntmelhelcss-lhal would InLtlldty rvercLse 
dk'raickrul powers 10 suppjcES the bour;g^ciiac dnd rapidlly develop the 
productive forces to eltmtimie material want and reduce the long working 
Imurs ihat inhibited die commumc>''s parufipHion in public bit Writing in (he 
lH30f and iu-«gncd a "hlsIoneaUy progressive role" lo eapnuJunr. 

namely ihe dc^Ylopment of modem industrul Icehnology, wilhoul which 
arduous tod and luaterul aeucity could noi be eliminated. Moreover, ihe 
modem facioiy. In Marx's view, would play die additional role of organixing (he 
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woililriEtlass in hy|^ mdiiicnal uniis ati4 tMingtriR Ll muj iJtrfcr wnfrocHaticn 
wilh ihe indojinai tKHiijgctiisiit 

This duDredcsl onenuiun luij. dMUnfl polltKal MnrxEm 

sn04l(Sl5 wckamcil ihe doiumliDn of ardutc hurtm 10 cijHialism ^Kih 
jjuiJd resiyu.{]ons. um>n$^pi, sirall'scsk ptJsajiE BjUnfUJcurr. ikTid the likc^ 
indeed aU d«:crtlF*lHStd pcilHoca] Kid coDn&iwUt rm;U*I ihai mi^hi itflp+ifc ihc 
cenixaLl^uKin oi >Hc slate and the ecooomy, and the of the domestic 

marltet for capiuJuL expansion. Kcnte. M.am vehcnunily diampiDncd the 
[ortnaUon oF letumllKldi natiom-siaLes as Lhe most tUluWt economic terrain Jew 
[he ^owth oF Industry and ledinolo^. 

Ery the same token, he l^voeed the ftmnaLiori of a hl||lhly ceflttalUed nvorkers' 
party that wotlid tiluinJteLy challenge the pohttea] sovereignty oJ the 
bour^oisH, (hrouglt eteebons qihcre possihle. thrott^ InsuTrection^ or both. 
Ih the “Jrauf^nl Address" (or the tnlernabntuJ, Man had oMtsaousJy 
contproiTuscd hb bosK Hoews in ordo'm samdy the IvS^ly ulisam) working 
dass. al a timrc when Itvgthg. unity amootg. wenikers was a lar more unpoTtaul 
ush Than highllfi^tinp. doctrinal dillertnc«. hui It wb pfctiscly ihe itsdiistriaJ 
prolctaiuE that he hclKved was capable □( bnnglng abpuL Lhe demolition o( 
capitaJism and utunuiely ihe achievement of a communist SOCMty. 

To he SUK, Baltunin shared many views with Ment—his macenallstK 
approach to history md contemporary social probJems. his emphasis on class 
Struggle, and his advocacy 0( the Collective ownership of pnipCtty. AUowin^ for 
cnany ambigyitteSL t»[h men rhampwned a coLl«tlvtir society that, be it 
jpadualty or raptdJy,. would lead to the climmatloTi ol private properry and 
cUsscs and to the resbtuikm of the histone "socut qutMWn ’—notably, the 
csdsioKje i:i{ opprruwru cxpIkiuaotHi. povmy, and dommilion. But Bakunin's 
diDerenccs wilh Man wvrf also eruwinous Inconmsl 1o Mjum'f leLanceon the 
tnduscnjj pToleLariit, Rjkumn, dmwine ■on hi* expenetlMi m Russia and luJy. 
favored small-scale artisans, peasants, and even lumprnprolEtanans {whom 
Mam despised) as constituting the hegemoruc stfau For the desuUcLjcm of 
capualtiffli, Morttjva, BaJeunm consItUeed the JtS-te 9t the principal suppori of 
oppression and saw no need Cor it m any fonn—bourgeois or proletarian. 
Indeed, m his view, the oen LniluaLion of lhe slate, fur From advancing ihr 
worker)' and peasants' prospeers br socud change, would haiVe: detrimenial 
effects on them, remaking lh«n m. Its own technocratic and bureaucratic tnuge 
l[ subverted thetf "Immuct" (or reeasunce and rrvoluiieifi, as he pul ft. Uuntm^ 
their "naninl' impulse for (rcedom. Enpging m pohUA Bakunin held, and 
especuRy Eormlng ccntnliecd paroes. would obb^ woekm Kid pusanis to 
ETcate centralized pollut*! bureirocraeits ihil would evetuttflly bring them iEilo 
complicity with Lheir *wn oppneiSlon In ihe pollUcal u wrU K the economic 
sphere. 

To Mam's ccntriJutlC arid siaUst vSew^ Bakunin, taking his cue from 
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Proudhon, oppowd a rtmrodwal sy^Mm oS pivdocnon and iKial adnumstf* 
non.'' ConfedfraLijiM denoted, j a( concr^ajcLTin] o^EemEnts Einotij 

i^'ufkihopf, E^Ctonte, and CUm-thunLUE^ ihu Were ti^lecuvcly conifoUed by 
ihdf memben, .|ri which Dotlcetivie a££am p^t tmna^Ed throaigh conicdxml 
cowflOls of nuodufd a»d rccallabtic dtlc|^fies. rScK c?ongl$i RpkvniP 
betKved. would riM consomu t stau: ihar prtncipdL (uikuoils would be 
jdmtnLitlTalive. coordunatiog the ckdaons aS the people m a ^veu -conunyne 
and iTiKing wmmUhEsaJ the various TogSiWtt, natiiMSid, and JmemaLional levels 
OE eoafedeTuiofii 

Bikunui's vTs4on of an anarcfusl soae^ wls nvosl soccmcdy' EKpEe^wd. in 
fTiridplcs attd OrgjtTittJxion af the inwmiJijonaL thotberhood,"' where be 
skeiehtd OUE ^ ‘'federd gpvcmmenC' basEd on "(he absolutely auloTiotnDus 
commune, alwiy^ rcpcescnied tfy the nwjonry vote of dl the inhabitanti,'’ at 
well as ''worCteej.' aosoctanaru^'’ wfiieh i«wi)d he pyraoudal^ smiorurcd diud 
re^ntmai and [uUona] confetleradons This society would ha^'c tu own 
hheriarian "sooal consnituudn,'" with "bwa," ■’courts," and '■‘p«fiamenis“— 
struciuteA that are by no mEans C'Cmpaublc with die "absqlulc and complete 
freedom" of the mdindud dul Bakunin, like I^oudhon. aho pued 

ll IS diETlcUfl to sy whether Bakunin u«<I words iuch as "social 
cofittlLUliOns,"' "law;," "eourvi^" and "parliaments" literally or metaphOfbcally 
Well versed netlhcr in economics nor in hlltOry, he SCOnit ullitnATidy to h?vt 
sdied on ilic "nevolutionary msiintt" of the massts lo achieve workable 
colletxmM agieetnents. and on dter "revotulipiuiysponlainaly" and on publk 
nptmon to adminisur an rquitable anarchist soaety based on quatsi-' 
communistU; pntKiplES Marx, lot hiS pan, maimamcd that ihe proktajlat 
wtiidd be ocmpElled toward class comanUiness and revoLubon not by any 
"rfi.’olulianaty UlUmct" btn by the inestwiibiE Jaws" of cafiitilkst economic 
tlevdnjpirieni. 

The diffEicnces between Mara's oenUiJuuc, poflLicAl, and appri;>acb 
and Bakunin'S dfccnUalLSUt^ antipolitical, and cotdederalist approach were to 
br hardened into tiogmas by (herr disdpilet. opening a chasm between their 
ihai scented untMii%^r, far grralec. perhaps. iJuan tuhtj man ever tnlmdkd. 
But belore this hardening look place, bfarx and Bakunin were ctctnbordlnarily 
flcwblE and Open to the eUeeW of new SOCUL developments on ibar polllkal 
ideas Oocasitmally they also advanced idus. especially cpiiEeming mctbuxls of 
fhaojfing society^ that wme vrTy much at odds with ihtir scciwnigly rigid 
uteologbcai premia^ 

Despite his affinnations of "'tevolutiCmary sponLaniiCy," for example. 


* TTu -word fot COoCnicislimi uianhncml|i' lued in Cvivek at tkll tllTir wu jbtfcTdJUTn 1 am 

uana here becwwr fnkndfiq hH Mwe eecH » ouan » josMaUMi til' 

snuff slita heU boiteilw 'Ey a hlrly ^i(;nlzakz«| dptfpiiKSEaU. 



li*fl THE RPIOI5S5 Of FABlS 


Bakuain clcajLy beLievi«l thaL a wicl]-discipLinEd. scad vsinguard o<rf;Bnizatkin. 
IniJ^ed i he ca!lleel tC Ln one of his several pro^aim; Eot [he 

[ntemauonaL BrotlncThood^, would be [Hocssaiy to shepherd (he masses 
ihrough a soda! rrroluLltiTi. He tKpUcHly rejected etidowltlg 1l w|ih powert of 
"dlci^tO^fhlp cusiodkal CDEttria],'' bul in achieving the o^verihrow of 
eapLtaLism, it wontd doubtless have to play a guiding rote at the very IcasL* 
Moreiover, although ahaenKoo from pantcipstion m lire instuwtions of the 
Slate was a cardinal pnndplE: of Bakutidn's tibertanan &ith^ one that he 
propounded with aU his vt^or, be sometimES encouraged his own suppofters (o 
stand as candidates m paifllamenuiy eJccwns. In a Imer |o tme of his 
adherents. Carlo Gambuazi. Bakunin seemed to fully agree that he should run 
for the Italian Ouhibcr of DtpUtJes “Vou wilt ptfKaps bi SUlfprlsed lhai 1^ » 
determined and passunare abstentionkst from pohdes,"' he wrote, 

should now advise my Fnends Imemhers of the AllianceJ w become 
deputies—this because circumsiaiices have chan^d. Rrsl, all my friends, 
and most assuredly yourself, are so inspired by our ideas^ our principles, 
that there is no danger that yuu will Porgei, deform, or abandon them, or 
that you will fall haek mto the old poliucal habits. Second, times tiavr 
become so grave, the danger menacing the liberty of alt cOUniites so 
formidjbk, tb^t *11 men of g^udwlll must seep into the breach^ and 
especially our friends, who must be in a posiiion to exerdse the greatest 
possible influcnte on events.™ 

Dakunin's confidence in the anarchistic mtegdty of bis supporters was surely 
mispiated—he hsid already seen more Gun one of [hem become Marrasts, sirwt 
parlkamentarlaru, or worsE, over the passa^ cd time. 

Again, despite his dcccntralist views, Bakunin was quite prepared, ev^n 
cngtf. lo et^iit ihe [WMA's&ene-ral CctUtwU enomow powers—powers thai^ in 
fact, were later to be used with serious effect agarnsL him. The Easel -Congress of 
iBb^- gave the Councili Gtc right lo admit or refuse entry to IlidJvlduals Of 
grcJiJpS, and to suspend any section [hat tt regarded aa working agatnst the 
intejests of the Intemancmal. 5ueh acuons on the part of the Council, to be 
sure, could he appealed to Gie InieTHMiCiMt's eyngreMe, which alone had the 
authority [o revetse them. But the measure, passed with Bakunin's Strorrg 


' Michael Bakunin. TYogramme and Purpose of tko Revnlutianiry OtgarUiaiion of 
Iniemirtonsl Biwhcrs," in Eflhmin- StJndcd tVnJnip. ed. Aniiiir Lehoilng (We* 

Ywk Gro-vf PrftH, n.dl.yp- ITi Ttbere ii a gpDtl deal of eonfuHon over wfitch program, of 
iht lolernatimuJ BnrtliEilKUltl is deftnIttVC. Cennmly the more mmpfehftiih'e la 
ihe '''Ptlndiples and OrgMu won. of the. Iniemadonat Btotherhixid'' {also In itif: Lebnlng 
collection)^ whiiii ia neatly four Umes U long « the “Ffcogramme ajid Pinpcse." 
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support as wdl u Mine's^ centralized the lnItmUKiML Etr morr lHati iL 
been in ihc put 

Sy the umc tolten. Muk ccukl seem, al dmo^ altn^ as hbertarian a& 
Bakunin. In TV OiAt tn Jhancc. a set of adidteSKS chH he WTOiC on behaU of 
(he G<Den] Catynjcd. Man etnoHed iht Pans Comifiunr of iSTl m 
i^;ctjaDnintiri)y qu]idl4lbtrtarian temu. The ^ommuiM'. U m wi|] wu a 
revolt ag^liur juut antraluaticin ta swA and wu deeply jniluenced by anti- 
sUchorUaiiBii enneepO. of ocrdcderalistiL Surprisinfly, MuX decidedly dtd not 
rEfccl this oppOMdftlli 16 stale ccntralizaliMt—Indeed, ihe lihcTlftnatdsin of this 
botik 1$ highly uni^val In the bulk of his writings concerning the slate and 
viands very much i1 odds with the cenUalkied ideas (hat domlnBK (he 
’Address" of ISSO As we shall see, he hacited the CommUTie's d^temialLzcd 
orgiantutianal siructure profusely and for a tinir seemed In legud it as a modd 
^immuE to be followed by pndclarian rrvcduHOfll. 

After the oHifbces between Man and Bakunin piayed tbmidves nul aJ 
(he ctm^reues at the InKrriaUomi In ISfia-fift it bHanc cleaj thal dcsptic 
bokunin's ccmcessHins tn the General CnutVCtl, the AHuitcr had IH( fully 
mersed tnio the InwmtlUonal. &ahutun cenimued to champitm ihc Aihance's 
prot^am, esfcdally Its anUpoliEiol views atid Its Cill ftir the abolition, of 
icLheriLancc aS a deOSlvt step in attfllKlIn^ the abolitkin of private property. To 
Mars, abolishing mherltance Ibst^ before private ptoperty^ was like placing tlw 
cart before the horse; Inheritance was merely A penphenl ISsOe. In hiS analysis, 
and likr all asperti of capiulist rclaliohS, H would obviously W swept away 
when the proletiTVn became the majority in a gLven oountiy and directly 
abolished private prope r ty u jtuch. 

Bakunin also contmued lo recogniK the r^bt W (he pnvaiie ownership of 
land (a ProudbikQrH pKteptX which, be numtauKd, Wendd KnaUy iBsappear 
only when inherited, praperty teverted lo the ODfnnuinicy It kCIiU veiy likely 
tbai, while petMfUtlly Supponitvl (he abalilitm of private property, ht 
cainoulkgjed his andpiopTbciarmi views {which conflicted with hroudhon) in 
order To avertd antagonizing the peaSAniry and possibly bh artisan supporters. 
Dncf again, bfant argued that latid ownership would necessarily be aboUsbed 
aJoiig with all private properly. Indeed, capitallim, MSTK held, would eventually 
dimlnaie nearly all preihdusirial dasseSv or ai least draw them into the orhit of 
(he c^iialisi market. Hcncc only che proletariat wOUld be capable of abolishing 
capitalbT society, possibly with the aid of other oppreued sirua. 

These conflicts came Into ihe open ad: the Basel Cori^iess of 1869, where 
Bokumn and las AippofUr^ nuck the abhbuon pf mhcflUlKe man body 
coninCed issue" On the zgnida, as QD K Cole puU It^' After considerable 
debate^ a plurality of the delegates vored In {atvor oE BikurUn'i (xisiUon. but they 
Failed to acqfuire the ahuluie imtonEy that was necessary Cor the posiidon to be 
ofhidilLy adopted by the Iniemsocmal. The respective luppeyrcers oE Mane and 
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B^umn nenv Ihtmtdves \qs j. b^^i'Cr conEran^^ti^n th£ 

CDngrcsj^bwt onty two weeks before the 1@T& confess WiJ 1o convene, 
Umis Napokm W^s- pio'i-flked into {jftcijrinfl; wai againsr ?nMSiJ. 

49 it were, now InLervencd to push the InternatLoTial to the 
bsdt^round, for seariTig cvtnu net oniy Kn4£n(4 »]E ablirtct cheOicCHial 
4naiv?Hm£ xademk. dwy M lo du cxeanon of ihe Paiu Conunune at 1671, 
an upni'ing thil was to acquire legendary pFoportloTis in ihe hntory of Mamsm 
and anarchlim altkt 
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CHAPTER JO Prelude to the Paris Commune 


Tbc Fnatbca - PnisiiaTii War marked ihe clash nf two ceticrasimg bUL hlrherio 
parallel (tc'.Tlopments in nmetcerKh-century Europe. 

Tti 1S70 boih FifiifiCiJ iifid Gttmiiriy—Ih its vjdOus stages of unifieatkici— 
Tvere adit piedominandy luraL. Alihfiugh tovntne^ vfiK- on lViC ttitre^oEd 
cif ihc industriaJ revolution, ncariy sevmtj' pci cent of the French popuLation 
and Mviy per cent of the German populalinn lived in rural arcBts. In (he two 
decades that Louts Napuleon sat on the Throne, js we luvr $erh. hr did not 
decisively alter this basic ccononnk landscape: even when the Second Empire 
came to an endl, ar[lsj.-nal Isbor SUN pnxlucrtl (he buJt; uf Jnench goods, and (hr 
prasanis sliU accounted Cor die great majoriry oC (he French populadon. 
UnjliLllcd prUlrladans producing macfiiiic-Tnaidc commodities were becoming 
much more numerous, huf in l&TO French arUMns still ocnipied a 
considerable place in the ccdnocndc Life of their couTTuy—pardeuLarly tct Pans, 
which TcmWtted a woiid center of arlisanal CMcdtencc, and its working class 
suU consisted mainly of anisans raiher than Lndu^uial prolecaTlans. 

Folitically. after the blaodktdng of Jurtc the Parisian worhers had 

reueaied hack to thctr neighborhoods, apothelK and disdainful of the 
bouTgeotsie that had condemned their rismg. The ycar» of represgboh, 
accoifl.psm.ed by improved coonomde conditions^ left France politically inerL— 
its prwvinda]^ largely BonopwclM, (IS City residents Jmolderimg with bitter 
disillustonTncnt or tunung inward to cope with piublems of maTeiiai well-bemg. 
The rcputatiorii of (he Second Empire as not only dissoiulc and pLeasure:^lovlng 
but crassly mean-spiriied and egoistic has ^ arrong basis In face In the IB^Os, 
mtKh tO' the salisbiition of (he luling classes, Btrnaparte delivered ofl KiS promise 
to provide a stable authoritarian siate. coniroL oi>er the working classes, and 
Boonomic growth. 

McjJt notably, as wp have seen. Napoleon 111 laid the mFrastnlctUre for 
France's leap forward into an industrial economy in the closing decades of the 
ceniury Much of the new economic prosperity he gave Fianoe came as a result 
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13C [h« cnassiv; pi^bElC he irLSDuiud. HLi f^gv^mnuinc bgrrg^td 

great sums Is build {)r Lm[Ngre die eauntry's Toadsv riillway^, bddgcs^, ■.-anal-; 
jtid cLuei. But (be yeses of growth in ihc Seti>iid Empiic were gamed esseJidaUy 
by moetgsgtng France's eeonomte future to achieve a buoyant pfescni. By 
cuncenuaung it» CconutnK rwources Ofl rjinstructinp (raniporuUon and 
inrTEStrurturc- --and equipping a large French ajTny - Boiiapatle'S regime laded 
to generate sn mdusJlrlaL [evoLuann m France In eClem, the emperor had Laid 
the groundwoHt for the Lhandiforinaa(ton of Pranee 10 an indusirlal udiEty. ralher 
than produce l| dlrcetty. 

Whitb 1 * noi W My Lhal ihduslry was abseni^att dK CWHFaFy^ Bonapane 
himself drd import ’Englifh^Hyie factemes 10 the country and faster [hda 
development a| home indeed, if Paris itself was stdl irtiunil. the Fanasn 
subuitn were filhns up *iih boovta. I^KSsnuMwe works, nilway ftpau slwps^ 
chcnucal ptanis. and mciaillurgical works cnaiciultzed oulstdt the cjpftaJ's 
uraUs UEtluinig the labor of a new type oE uurlnpg etusv dte indttsuuJ 
pnileLinac. ThsM nwn and women, mstead uf selling waies ihicy had made to 
mcrchanls and ihr public, were paid hiourLy or pLece^'Ork for produdirg 
goods aewrding to incrcajingly tauomILaed sysrems of prodtWcUjn. and 
commiodiuES dial had once been crafted by skilled tundworkers were 
increasingly fabricated by rctalively unskilled workers moblllacd Itt highly 
inechanLEeid lactones. Moleovtr, nyjoy French and Cterinan artisans were new 
de /acm subsidiary employees ol faclory’ o'wners whu. since they still required 
iheir skills^ pcrmll Led ihem to woilc at homt or in small wgrluhops. Ti>' as they 
nughi w bold pn 10 ihelt iftdependenefi and mainlain LheU corporations (in 
Germany, guilds snil commonlt, these workers oeeupird in mlermedialc 
jio^aOofn between Irsdiliona] craftspeople and iht modem industfial peol^caitaL 
Ncvenhclcss, (vien as fattonca muluphcd, these artisans were Meiddy absorbed 
inUi ihc induslnal wOrfd and rcduc^ Eo meie pi(deeariafl.s 

Duni^ (he two- fkmapanijl ideciuies, die populalnn of aJL of France's 
indusuial piKS tullnoiied. Etoubauc, a nufor leitlilF center m the nortiL EreblcU 
Ln population, Toulouse. LiEe, and Lyon doubled; and the great port aUcs uf 
Marseilles and Bordeaux were half agam as large, drSpLie ihc lhal the 
Fhenich popubimn as a whole rose by only iwO million hfiween I&5I and 161^1 
and in fact by 1371 decreased by more than a million, which luggesled that 
much of the urban populabcm increase was primarily lliC KSUll ol tnlrmal 
migration from (be countryside and the conversion ol peasants into 
proktitnans. 

In Pans in, piritCUJKr, as David H Pinkney tetLs us, popplsuerL gr<jvi'ih was so 
rapid dial 111 IBSO CongesUon was sHieady an iitimeniiCfy serious problem' 

jhe area within the inner nn^ cd boulevards on ihe Rigbl Bank, the 

sevenleenth ccniury line oT lomlKaDDn^ was an. almost tfl^nemalsfe hive of 
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(CltCIncnli and shops. Hmr In ^rt arrJ noL Cwiic the stzr of New York's 
Cencral Park, pdted erne above anoEher in Tooms or dny apanmciau, Lived 
(tlOne than, a thtrcl of the tlTy'i OtVt tnlllLon InhabitaoCs. The densily oJ the 
papuJaTiOTl wai higher ihaji on the lower Eaa 5I(U of New York in the 
19305.^ 

The size of ihe city expanded enarnKnidy in the next cwo (Ucadcj., ostNCUlly In 
iJShl, when she ouGyinE suburbs were annexed to she existing twelve 
drtipiKiissmenis, biHogtng the tosal lo iis^niy, so that by l&TO, an estimated l.$ 
miUkjn people Lived in an area that barely exceeded six miles ai Its wldtSL 
diamcler. 

Yet in physical and logistloi! utrms, ihe Oiy HWLd SCarucLy support sjuch a 
large population. In IBdU the year Lours Napoleaiv performed his coup„ Pans 
had Still been an agglometalioti of Largely medievd villag^«. Its boundaries 
scarcely expended, beyond ihc old ei^ieenth-cetitury “'C^ireral Farmeri' WaH,** 
as whose sixty gaSes the dty taxes foctrolj were impased on all goods enietitij 
the capital The dry's tiartciw, nrjnding sojeets. its dark ntvems of houses 
crammed together with open srarers niTinsng alongJlde» were virtually 
impossible for visitors to negotiate, and many pans, were unknown even to 
native Parisians, 

In. the face of these problems of congestion and sa’ntiatlonH hcoll NiipoltOti 
undertook a massive lebuilding program, assigyiing the task in ro Banrn 
fpetuges Haussma'nn, ihe prefect of the Seine dcpartcntnl who became, under 
the Second Empire, the vinual mler of Paris. Over she course of aevenoecn 
years. Haussmann cleared and enlarged the narrow stmts, opening them up to 
cieaie wide boulevards with sweeping visias and Immense squares whose greai 
expanses made the oopiial one of the dvic splendors of ihe wodd- PaTisians> 
who had formerly livedo worked, and met all thdr needs within their immediate 
ncdgh’borhood, as Balaac and Eugene Sue ponrayed them In cbeir fiovets, now 
had easy access to the central areas of the dty. 

Hut heautlhcaPCiTli mobrUty, and Improved sanllaty conditions were rroL the 
only modvatioTis ihai tmpelled Haussmann and Louis bonapane. The hlgtiLy 
Congested ParistEin neighborhoods had been notorious hotbeds of sedition and 
jnsurreedan, and the narrow streets m the wcrking-dass neighbOThoods- were 
famously suited for the construction of barricades in periods of insttTTCcticHi. 
Between lfl37 and 18+9, In J span of a single genetaticn^ barncades had been 
teared e^ghi times in the eastern half of the dty: in IBM and Iwioe rttori In 
184^, cH4>' had. been used In lnsurte«loiii. Thai the dry was physLcally 
congenial to insurgency had been a ioUtoe of viixaikon tO regtme after regime. 
Ihe problem had been raised in the Chamber of Deputies id lOhg ago ai the 
rismg of the Sabons m 1839 and as lecendy as the street flghtlrfg of 
mdeed, some measures had abeady been taken to push stmts into the 
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most inlricLvlilc 4E ihc wmidn^-cUss arus 'Uti be Little doubt, as 

lumK-^f fttcSiW HI hfa nwiofiM?., ihu ihf IkmprdiH Te^me 
saaifihtciKd, ivKlciKd. and kngdKnDd ibe streets and boulevards of Turis so 
that u flwld more eflcoivdr dc^oy tts aiufloy 4nd owaliy itg»tnsi brnwadfi 
^Vidi cjctTaoniitLuy deteimiiutuHi and sometinm (udc. Haussenann tiins- 
[cTTincd ?9ru mu t cirjr' only rmurkibly bcjutiful but that was fu 

matt defensible a^^iknM futUTt l'n5«tgsnci& 

To perfonn ibe ituSstve Lonstmetion work rec|ulFed CO rebuild the diy, 
HiUMiKianti hrougbl In fwtn the pKHrtnces ch£iu»nd* of unskallcd wtuktrs. or 
griK Fnetiers {as dlStlngidshed from skilled artisans), whp added ^catly to ihr 
resbveness oE the Pmstin irking dass. Momivtr, the recoustrut^don 
wttfsened raiber ilmn improved woiddng-cUss housing, exacerbahliti workers’ 
iingcf and miliCancy, indeed, by tearing down cbcu bovds and entire disiiicts, it 
pr^ucnlan Upward sfntal of nmis that ulonwdy breed ihe txnwval of many 
lortew slums in atuKiied nibvrban areas. These dunges wert w wtduHii iheir 
pojineat consequeneej; tn the ISfiOs many cities In Prance began Do mum 
republLcan defiUCiet U the Corps Leglaja^, where iheyjoined the oppOiiDOlV ci 
himcgeoLs cntic;s tp LouLS ^Japokon. Despiic ibe high e^eem In ivtuch die 
fren^ bourgcolaK held [heir frce-tradiitg Englliih OOUntetpaTts, they had Long 
been nuriLiTed m pro^c^Ucmlsm^at^^d they now tended to bUane e^ery aelback in 
the French eennomy on trade a^eements that Ldllu Mopnleon had signed with 
&iiLain to lower LUliti, Indeed, majiy indu$me£. panKUliTly Hnall rinn$. Openly 
CJlnciied the ensporofl polities for thar mounung economic diflktilnei As 
rumblings against (he govEmment mounled in ihe Cofpt Legislabl, the hbcrat 
depuiKs began lo demand more partidpopon bf (be middle dasses in scaie 
jflairs^with the rcflilc |)iM (be imperal govefiunml b^ lo boe disamlaii by all 
but (be most rcacUonary socaal classes m (he rtulm 

As the 16^ drew » an end, great cracks were opening in ihe Empue's 
facade and chskUengn lo (be government were everywhere on the moxasc. The 
huge debci that Bon^aite had piLed up to make possible hiS massive 
mfrastruciurc and reconstruction projects were dcstitNllung the foonotny 
without irtciessing the productive capacKy of the courrury, as wwe the 
empeior's CQsdy wm agatnSl kawia in (be, Crimea aivd hiS (uule imperialist 
adventures in Menkca (from which French troops were evined m 1S67 by a 
cembananon <4 EenUO Juarez’s peon amtlii and Amtricatl presSUrt). Money 
du( went into roads ind UTiHn development was money that did not go into 
mdusoy as a whole, lining (be pockfu of French iituncim wnhom 
dianunically advancing Industnil devdapmrnL 

Monerver, (he end of the btuldiing boom m the late 18M>$ left (housmds cf 
woikers unemployed, and ihc heavy bank jpeculaucm in real estate Uiai had 
partly underwniten HflUlimann's chric impfovemen(i led U ihe virtual coUapse 
of (he finanmt atmccuft In 1&0& France slipped mto *0. economic OdJH that. 
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although ralativeJ}' mild, ■*'!£ die raosi i^nouj |}b« Empiic had cspenenGcd. 
CTitdlC UgjiiLciipd up, the PKiklcss financial improviiatiion^ cd ^rcvjuu? 
decade came ca an end^ and the French hciurg^etjlsw beat a qurck retreat to what 
Tom Kemp has csJCcd Its. tradjtionaL system ai “orthexj^K ftnalice." 
ivithhnlcJlng Funds Jrnin rhe state w els* thaiBiiiK it tu^h interest rates, ihe 
bankers now “staged a kind of stnke against the r^gHne ?s the ntpression ol 
ilhdri disapproval 

Bonaparte's response lo these diFficulties was IjKpical o[ his lemporiaing 
policies: in LB&S he put an end to the economte and impenahst adventurism 
that had previoudji' chanctesfLied his rcgfrlie^s behavior and conveired the 
"‘Audiorilarian Eraptre" into what has been edUd the "Llherttl Empire," 
tSSfhtbtly creeling n ibnLted monarchy under the premiership oC (he liberal 
deputy Emite Otiivicr. Tte Corps LfigLslaiif now became an increasing' 
authentic panrlLamentary forum in whtch depUlies openly Chdlcitged poltcLes of 
the empetw's rntnisEcis—challenges that found their way into an (vetvfTter 
press and that were echoed in open pubHc meetings and discussions. Indeed, a 
critka] republican opposttlon., which had been emee^ng since ihe mid-lft&Osv 
nriw- ctyswlltied around three llanibayanL deputies: L^on Cai'ibftia, Jules 
Favre, and Jules Ferry. Evpn (he srchKsKtionaty OrlcanisL Adolphe Thiers 
pfudendy aided die opposition with ad^'ioe and vorej when he deemed it 
polincally espedieni W do so- 

The emperor's declining (taius in the CoUnUy can be judged by the clcciion 
results for the Corps LcgisJatlf since 1:F157. In (hat yejr only sffven opposilion 
candidates hjd been elected to the chamber, only a few years later, m 1SS3, 
this number leaped to [hLT(y-b^'4t and by 186$, ihe last election prior to Louis 
N^iipolcdn's abdication, opposition depuues soared lo nm<ty^hre<:, [n LhiS laSL 
eleeuon. al| (he large cities—Faris, Lyon, and MarseGtes—returned deputies 
for the opposition, in Pans the OpposiUort got 134.000 votes, Lo Lhc 
govermnent's paltry 70.000. In 1B66, lo lessen public discontent^ (he nervcitLj 
government funher liberalised press controls, and before the year was out, 
new periodicals mushroomed m the capital alone. Including f.e fidppti 
fan 'onttilSUlkably mJiLanl name), with a drculadon of at Least 120,000. 
ritially, the la&Ds ivimessed the revival of ihe soctaJist lefl and the labor 
movement and the reactivation of ihe secret societies, many of which were 
Blanqnist and JseobiP In (heir ■PfientsLion, leading to conspiracies tq 
overthrow (he regime, even to assassinate the emperor. To case worldng- 
class hijsillLiyj (he gEJ^ermnertt ccmiplclely legalised trade unions In l^W', 
whereupon the cver-zealous Eugene Varlln toured the country in a campai^u 
to establish eontbauve working-class associaunns, or sact^tA de F^islurtoe {as 
disilnguLihed from ihi fairly lepld trade councils, or chdm&res sytiJdtafes, 
fivored by thfl prcuadhoniSl mlrtuahils). 

Allhough he was atways deferemial Co the bourgetrisle. Louis Napoleon 
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varcd hks poLLan tow^d the workers, sJbwtn^ far rcbtnu duit wme oEten 
followed by fltiJ of repression. In the 1S6CH. » we haw seen, he eourwd the 
workers In order to etruntervail the demaruisof Lhe bourgeoUie, on the hopehd 
tA^SUtnplion that ihe had abandoned their Uoody insuiTitcanrwy 

ODursi# of jnne Vei despite the Iq^iltuiiion of untOOSn men of Vaihn's 

snipe were [rrtiueritly aircwed ind sent 10 pfItOn or tO ^mJe tCl Monh Africa. In 
Marsh 18d^ hftecn leaders- of (he Pads birteaw of the Intnrnaticmal were Lrred 
arvd cnri^'ictcid, loLlowod two mondu LatEjby i Hcond trul. and slill a dtfrd one 
in June ifl^O The inlmUDOluJ had been banned and IQ rmrtdxrs were 
ruthlessly persecuted ty the polbce—m faci. by the bs4 year of the bittpirc, it 
was effectivdy suppressed. Varhn was obbgEd to seek refu^ in bcl^iUtw, whete 
he feasdessLy aliarkcd the regime and tried, iMeh froni a disumce, (o Ecren};ihen 
ihe Heltch uiarlan|t<iass opposuion in the re^tme. 

These Eevensh shifts in the emperur's poltey earned him Only ihe untempl 
ol nearly all Jasaes iP l^rancet iodeedi, by ihe Eaiupirtlsi system was on 
the bunk of toppLtng. LjOlus Napoleon was a skit man—physically (due to a 
nusHve kidney atOnc) as well as polilicSl^f< and hu ne^gime was clouded by 
Konomit: insuibdiey, * itsdess wtkhlng dass^ and a dissaLtslbnl bourigeotsHL lE 
was haunted by hnandal scartdals and piinhiL defeats, tnost reoently hiS 
humllLating laJute to turn Mexico itiLO s colony 

UoreoveTi despite hiS rhirst for '"glory" and his mcongruaus poiLurihg over 
j decaying regiine. the emperor -was afEscled with a. bumhling ahd sdcroiK 
officer corps and m army ihai^ despite CPSdy military expenses, was ift uained 
and, by comparuon with iho developments m weaponry that were being 
made elsewhere, cspedally Ln Prussia, pfiOTly armed- The Prench rohftfSepdE 
nfk. to be slir.e, was immensely suptnoi in range and accuracy to the l^russian 
needk gun, hut Ihe emperors army had tiol ad^nccdl apprecubfy m heavy 
iqulpmenl beyond the 1&401. "'iWhcre the PruMian ajiilJery, thanks no Allred 
Krupp, was the mcijt advanced In Europr. Prussian LogLSdes atid training 
made the French Irmy, despite LLs celebraifd dlan, seem almosl imaieunsh by 
ceunparison. Prutnan ofFwers. alihc^gh leaf colcirfiil and dashing lhan theb: 
french cuunurpana, were lypiciUy dBcKnl, and ihr PniSsan cavalry was 
psfhaps the moll superbly Ltamcd in Europe, tsrtainly far more able to 
reconnolKr enemy terrain ihan the French. The "Iron Chancelior" of the 
PtUtnan-dDminaled North Grrman Gjlticdcration, Otto vpn Bismarck 
halting already united ituny of ihr eiorthcm German stales utwlcr a Pmssian 
king, was only laa eager lo establish a still more po'wtrCu] Gerivtin empire hy 
pniifxing ihe long-chatrshod i^rriiones of Alsace and Lerrraine. which were 
undei- f-Vench rula. 
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VIVE LA REPUBLIQUE! 

Ttmt SUmiWCb wa.ri[ed a war with Fraiicf can turijEy bt doiAbud All tu 
jCopo^tticaL upiraJKins dcitmtidicd eL hlJcd with pndie In thcLr cpuntr/i 
eootiomic r^pitwaon and PTussdan imLitaiy tffXKtlcyH the Timh Ckmini 
n^ded Fnncc JS effnc. cvm dissolute, and disduncci her prccenjtcni CO 
ludcTThlf]' of ihe FlMupeMi ci>nntieti:i« srdtaic. touis Napoleon. In turn, wu 
U re^srorc naiuiuJ unuy uan^nar la irushtlkK fwpul^ hr hu 

dmne B<il (he Frtnrh were by no means oitbusustae ibouc en^Pfins ihe 
Otmwiit, indifitl. men reuuinui« like HileTJ hwed fcr the d Uic 

rndiury, led pnnapilly fay ihe inaansi^ciii iDDnaniusi Marshal MaeMlhoili 
ukc on the nwr fhte ?rus$tHi snny 

Foe Bumartik. ihc quesooTi oE war ui|h prance wa$ Hliiply how U) pfOWkr 
UEvr The opportunity came as a result exf an. sEErani that France SuncTcd or 
Itemed lO (uEEer, ai iht handi of Prussu in a dynastic quarrel m Spain. 1n July 
|fl70 the Spamajds had had enough of their bumWitifi queen. Isabella It, and 
railed upon the HohenzoUiim rulers of Prusska 14 pnyvide them with a new 
sovere^ll The hrUj^Uns were dcli^hlod to oblige, anucipaPn^ the wcallh and 
power that a dynaiiic alliance wlih ^pwn would brins. Following a aene* of 
ucrci ne^Ciauons. Prince Leopold uf Si^marin^en. a Hcihcniolkrci nouble, 
was made availabJe. Eux the prospetc of a HoJicnzollein dynasty on the miner 
Skie pf the Pyrenees was not only a sbp m Fwoe's face. It seemed CO opm the 
Frertch souihem [Ismk to Prussian endndement. Endeed, In Pane's eyea^ for ihc 
Prusjbcn lo uy to excand iheir Influence to France's sexuchem FrOflCler wsu, 
absolutely LnColerablc. 

After much dlplomauc mancuventi^ in the course of which the ptlnct 
withdrew hLs own candidacy, the French issued a victual ulcioiuium icif ulaon^ 
thaC Ixopold would never be allowed to s1i cn ihe Spanish chJOrK. Alchough 
che Prwuun land's Itlegram in reply to iheultbiLatum was bhly teptd. Btanurck 
shrewdly reworded u to make □ appear dm the Vine ^ rebuffed iht French 
atnbaadAdOf Hr then released the dodored tete^nam to die preas^ knowing n 
would peovolie dse French. The French, crmridml of iheb nuliury tu^HfUncy 
owT the Pivsiuns,. allowed iheniselvcs 10 be inlunmd by ihu manu^uued 
snub, and on July 14^ IffFO. Louis Bonaparte dedaaed wair on ihi IPrUiAd4i' 
oonlnlled Nonh German Con/edemion. preaich tnifched OUl of 

PaiU. lUbtUnc crowds lined dir streets, certain that a vibrant Gallic Ituhcitry 
would surfly roue the dcjur Teuierii 

Their hopr* were grossly misplacrd. Withm weeks, the ptKxrly mobdlifed 
French armies, led by inoompeteriE generals who lacked any Teallsclc offmstve 
scraccjty die wetl<cKirdmaled Ptussun forces, were surrOuTided. Where 

Bumarcki wtH-crained inlatnry and ubiquitous Uhlan csivalry did not ensih 
them, ihey Had 10 a n»r P^nk. By August 7 . news rcEiched Faria that the 
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Prussuiu hid p^uhed b«k both Gencnls MacMahon ind Frfaurd. KauJimg 
on AugMit 9 in an in^- dnnonstraticm before: l^e B^urbdfi, whenr iht 
Corps LqpsliuE wa$ obLigiSd. W prot^t itself with troops against its own 
iLlllUtiS With i cruis alhand. the mmistiy'wis changed,With TtlietsitLstaLlcd at 
its head. But now omragtcl, even, decani c^ls to TepLirc the empire with a 
ropublLc and save France from the Prussians were heard ihrou^DUL the city, 
redolent of pitt revotudonaiy sltuadcms and LnstvrrefLKVni. 

Ln nud-Aggpst Rlinqubjit hotheads, decided chat die lime was npe ior another 
piittch and tjlled upon Slanqui himsdr to return to Ptuts from his refo^e in 
Brussels. Th«r plan first, w anaclt die barradis of d» VjUeik fUf SLation, 
where ihc Irrrmen had storied a number of tiDh, uhI wilh arms in hand to 
arouse the pOOpk m the streets agamA the gcmemmenL 1 lUtmadi is the fere 
stuian and bsmctu were luoiud in a radical woHong^iui dwncu ihf 
BlaiKpusts nalvtly thought the ncsdenls would HulaaUly nse up and tally lo 
(heu support Ftum Utnt ihe^' would opiwe odurr key pomu m the ctiy and 
march on the center of Pans. Bilanqui, recalling the dcfeals he had suffened 
carber, cb^cted to tbe plan, warning that the time w» Still not propLUous lor xn 
upriiing—hut he was ovmiJled by lus foJiowitrs and was ob1®rd to Jfldd to 
ih«r wishes. 

On August H, aJtned with httle miwe than a handful of revotveRs and 
daggers, die putschisu and pcthips ^ hundred SLippqnerj launched dterr 
attack on. the barraeJes—ortlji to be met with a refusal by the firemen lo 
surrender thetf weapons The BlanqnlSlS wuhdrfiw, mmdful of UlatHiUfs 
injunction agwnsi Spilling any blood in die attack, and proceeded down the 
Boulrvaid VllLet|e toward the Bellevitic district, shoUIttig "bong live the 
ftepubUeV and "To inns!'' to a starllftl OfOwd along the way. NfedleJ* to *ay, 
hardly anyone responded (q then me^ The "'uprtsiiig" wu patent^ a tuisco, 
and its miluiiOls scatlcfed before dthc ibc pdltce Di ihe iroops cmUl idttee In 
foTot Two were capiuml and lentenced m dtaih. but iheu wntences were 
Commuled to life impnsanmem: after a ntimbcT of notable P^risuni called Edr 
admmunativt clemency. The VTHeue fiasco deftninvely revealed iN faJure of 
Blanqukst putschlsm. \^1thnu[ crying Co gaomer mass support fdr their dny 
con$p4tacy. Blji^urs ditisi EollowTrs were Simply setanded. Firtsians had 
understandably KltialJileJ unmeved when a smaJt group of revolutionaries, 
planning behind thnr hacks, tried suddenly to sur them IMO an advenlunstk; 
action. Bui the F>UtSCh also provided the authorities witli in excuse to crack 
down on the entire cevoludoTLBry mavcincnt in Pan*, which, they did with all 
the energy at ihdr dlSpOJftJ. 

With the revoluuonflry mo^^eirient Ln retreat, the privileged daises foymd they 
had liuJe to Eetr bul their Bonapanist emperor. Even thii problem was resolved 
when, on Septemher 2, ihe last of ihe opcrahoniJ. French armies—1(07,000 
EiOppo— cytt ulated to the Prussian army at Sedan, and the atlmg and Itsdess 
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cmperoT wha aanniipaTibed Tialii£f than led them, gave tiia swotd aver lo the 
Prussian tdng; The dlica erf StTa.^Ur|; and Meis mStiagcd to hold out iotigcr 
against iha Gefman ju^g^Jiuut and wi!3'e dtiljr besieged. &ut Latiis Napoleion ^'as 
now Bismarck’s prisoncf, a shock ch9E hack m P^riS, threw ihc Corps Legisiaiif 
imo an nprov. The prodaiiLatian of a republjc now seemed Linavaidahlt hot 
both Orleajiists and republicans tried In every w^/ ic delay it the Orleanists v^erc 
monanhisis, sdtl comrrattKl to an Oteans dynasty, and the republicaifts feaited 
the Paris ^idch was already demanding radical change 

□n Scplember 4, 4 deitionstianon with vague patriotic ihrmcs was [danned 
for the Place de la Conoarde, bur the nighi before, the Bfanqutsts, who std| 
mainaged to retain an org^ized ptesrnre in Paris, oombed the warkrTig-dass 
quarters, Fervently Uighlfe the i^'otkcrs and the Nalionai Guard to follow them, 
with arms in hand, in a popular insurreedon the neKi day. Nor were die 
wortoers alane in taking to the streefst this time, the largely bauTgeois Naikicial 
Guard, tong tiegleaed and humihatod. hy Louis Napoleon, joitxd them, Thus, 
□n Septerober 4, while the dcpuries were crying to decide an the future of the 
government, a huge crowd hurst into ihe Palaiis Bourbon, with the Blaaquists at 
[heir head, and demanded the immediate creation oF a republican regime. 

[n a rqjlay of the invasicin of the Palais Bourbon m February IfllS, jufes 
Favre acted. Out LamATHine's role as the reluctant republican Eceuler Although 
Fame was no last-minuw convat [o rqjublJCaintsin^ as Lamartine had heen^ he 
clearly did not want the repubUc to be prodaJmed in due hear of another 
insurrection, that is, when the workers might sweep the entire government 
away and possibly proelatm a social republic. To dtstnan the ms^adlng crowd, 
the nervous Pavre, aided by several deputies, once ag^in led the workers and 
the Naticmal Guards tn a march to rJic HStel de Villt lo proclaim the republic 
and once again, he and his procession found the PLarx de Greve ftUed with 
workers. The Hotel was occupied byjaoohtns and Elanquists who were afready 
husaly rormitig rhelr own gitwernment, dropping Erotn the windows to the 
crowd below lists of proposed names, including those of the old Jaoobiin 
Charles Delcsduzc, Blanqui, and the heady repuhlLcan journalist Kenri 
Rochefort, atnong ether t^dical cajidldates And like [jmarnne before, him, 
Pavre, who had hem a moderaie icpubliran m 1S4B. styiy proposed, to placate 
ihe radicals in the crowd, that until a pctmancni repAtbllcafi kglsJuureeould he 
established by nationaJ elections, a p(rovtsiana!l Government of National 
Defense should be created, composed CKcluslvely of the cnisting kgWarure's 
Parisian deputies—presumably m emulation of the ''Mountain" of IT^l. By 
seeming to promise the restoration oJ a Commune, the propesaf quieted 
potential popular objemons to the fau that such a government would in reakiy 
be rilled wuJr Orleanisit depuues left over bom the old regime. Finally, as if to 
complete ihe panody t>f February IHAR. a younger eepublfcan, Lfon Gambctta, 
persuaded ihe crowd tn the Place de Grive la retain the ulcoLortn preference to 
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Lh( t-f ij iljg—a ihflf. In wake of CLatioTial mLlLlJiy humUiddcn ac Pruijmn 

hands^ was net vety dlffLcuk Id achieve. 

Giunb^Li^'^ syiebaLic viettiry acqiUired peliticfll reality wbien tlie coterie 
utahitshcrd the Oevernmeeit of Natiiona] befenM, ^licically twnt unlike the 
ProvisioTial Goveiciman ihn lud rmtrgcd tram ihf February Ecvolitiion oj 
The new j;;crt.'cm[nenk, workiivi closed with the oJd TnontutThiM and 
rcpuMitaai nimp trf llw Corps Lc^isUvl—"“"jf of whcw depuats had Aod 
for The safety of their te^peenve dcpaftnHnls^tnunHlialely set abouE to 
etlnunace the polcnLiaJ fOr further revedutioniry ehin^S. tnsuUed at the head 
of ihe j^Dvriniwetir was a (lour ISKtOh, Cleneral Julej TtOChu-. who wais ncri only 
N devoLit Cathobe but a firm I.e^UmEsL tils polltlCsJ beliefs alone would hardly 
have made him acceptable to working'tlass PiansiatU, Cut because he had had 
the rorcsLight to enddse the army for its unpiepHredness —even before the 
war—he had been lewirdcd with the nniliLary I'TrVertiaohjp tjf Paris and, 
known to be a mid imn. was faufy popular with thf crowd- 

The >ra] kaders of the (OvemniBU, tuawer. wen Fiivc and GambetU M 
viot-preSK^i and mintslef of (cecigii afiasrs, Pai'Te vis srtuaEcd lo negOIJau an 
armishcc with ihc PnudUtUi whi^ he only WO cajijet w (to w ttsuwe 
nncmaliry in France. CjrnbetlS, whose militant icpubllcaTilsni made hun popular 
with theciowd, was Riven the equally strategic Minisuy of Intenon from which he 
ostensibly "repuWitaniifd" Prance hy appoinung inen of TepuWican sympalhles 
W the depfotmtntal prefcciuros wdL as the Pans mtiinri Ernest Picard, a ma^r 
nppoiciticin leader in the Corps IjcgislahC, became mlnislcr of Enancc. G^htfal 
LePlo was sdocied loJ the Ministry of Delcnsec and f-Umne Artgfi. the agirtg 
playwTi^ wtiro h^ headed llu Pans Post Uffice ni 104S:. was nude the inO^ 
Paris 5^ aaiothcr remrijrri o4 IBW, Gmrkf'PaftSv Aho Iwnd htS tnw the 
jicnemmenL Iciuown to (be puNiO was Pierre Dofun, an undnstiiabst who 
appanrtuly pnded himself on his good labor tebitiom and his ciEclen^yi he 
became the ministrfr of WWks, a poslUon fatigefy wncenwd with fonifjin^ ihc 
i'apluil The prefecnuTe of llse police was geven to lidmund Adam who-. In nmt, 
proved a fairly honomble man m a dubitruS ooew of lUtfs and lymici 

As a ccnce-j4iion to ihe LefL Pavre and CambetUi ppfiolnied Rochefort to a 
sinecure posnon m the govemmenL A prominent Opposition joumalun duneijg 
the Second Empue, Rochefon had otiened hB newipap<f, MuneiUju, lo 
Blanq[iusi and Jacobin wrttees. moreovs, he lud the dtsdnctioTi of beto^ 
irfiprtsoncd for his opposthonjil activtua under Bonap^cw and had fusi now 
been freed by the rebelltous erowd. But it speaks vnlumes about the provtiional 
governmctti that ii even, oFFcrcd a post to Adolphe Thters, the aginji 
cdutiiftirvcilunohary reprobate oE Louis-Philippe'^ rcytn. At a time of poiencial 
danger to bis perron, however, this architect ol counterrevolution and 
hotorious coward disoiecEly refused suiy post and pruEcssed to withdraw tmo 
pobhcal rcdreinenl 
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To the bitEET c|l4ipFK»lntm?iil of the socUlists, J^cglhlns, and BUnqui«A, ih.c 
February RcvioliiDon a( MCtibed Id be replaying LD«U Chicc again the 
modenm by <{efr maiupulalion, tnekery, and penvuuiu caiHwd the 
pave: fncHn ihr popular (AavcinmL BiEtoV’ Dld|acOhn wriIrT BeLuchux 
ronailfed w » [ftendi rhw evenmg. “Wt are 

Indeed, as Sunuel Bcmileln points out, "Exc^t tn diboor. the ^tnrmiiKnt wu 
not a sharp dcpinuPt fnem the Ubml Empire" of the IS60$. In fic^ seveHJ of 
che govemmienl nvembers^ In had oonuiribuled Ip [he dcsimcikm aS ihe 
Scocod Reptiblic "Favre, for example, had drafted ihe doctee ordering the 
depoTUDOn, Wlthooit vial. o£ the June insur^tj; jtid Camkr-Pagis had tuMCl die 
author of the iU-siarred Buperlax of forty-five OEnOton.'*^ ^anc put il well when 
he wrolr that the Govtmmmi of National Defence Etnther teplaoed the 
monarchy nor Introduced social measures of wrtSf th, but nucntlj' ocoupted Louis 
Bonaparte's vacarrt rhrOrie in the jj^Lose nf rcpubficanksnL 


PARIS UNDER SIEGE 

The mdttary dtdejt that France had just suffered was as lolal a£ it was 
uneKpected Once the emperor suiretwleniisd his sword In September, Prussian 
atmies moved rapdfy toward Paris, a move for which ihe cipit^ was woefully 
Utiprepared. Of the rcgulsr army, only 50.000 effectives remained m Pans, 
along wflth 100.000 Sfobile Ciuards who wicre in)W lll'Mlited reserves oi 
‘‘tcrritaiials" from the proviiuieSi and a imsctllany of p^het, drenben^ and 
$a4ors. Short of art Hjutiighl iurrendcr of the cipruJ. > Ptussran sege was 
uiuvoidablt. 

Yet even as Prusiu.'n aitilleiy moved ever ckner m Pans, (he agtuheant ev$ni, 
for the cidzens oE the oplcil]. Seems to have been Less the dinger of ihe military 
defeat than the new prospects opened by the fall Df the imperial regime. A 
heady aiir of cxpccUhCy buoyed up the city—anolher republic had been 
cteaied, this time Woodltssly, and a carnlvsl flf Iraitmily prevaiUd. To be SUK, 
patnotism and wartltnir chauvinism also infected Pirtylans—even Blaivqui 
succumbed to It and wlkd far unity atnong all frenchmcrb lE twed be at tht 
expense of sacaaJ confliol. editing a newspapet caJled Ej PdMe eei Bui in 

the muti, Pirisuiu s«m W hawt assumed that the ElU of Louia Napoleon had 
been the fulMlmcnt of the Prussans' own iruhtary gpih as weft as ihe 
oormtmmatKm of ihra own wnhes^ 

In fact, ihos was nol at ifi ihr tasc. The Pmssians wtre Framet's 

complete humlltatlon aiu! a salable chunk oE Frenth tenttory As the weeks 
went by. reilLty ui In for the Pzrtdajis. and faced with ihc daitgp' of a siegje, the 
Nadona] Guard biLlooned from 20.000 into a huge force of 350.000 in Paris 
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aldiu. Once a^ain, as in the Guard was opened up to all abic'bndiled men, 
inciudins large cuntingciVtS of 'Vwkets^ who received a franc and a half a 
for rheu service and, as iradltinn dicraud, had (he right to elcrt Lhcit own 
□Efioers. Mnreover, Paris was veiy well fortilled: sunwitidinj the city was a 
(hiny-foot wall, outside of wtuch was ^ moar and, spaced at stralegic intervals, 
surtcen powerful fnrts, each inountetl wilh fiJtj' to seventy hervy gnns ihat 
could rain fire oti mUth of ihrt SUrtoWndlrtE IstudK^p*. Alicut 3000 cannons of 
varying types were avadtabk for the dty's defense, many ol them purclUMd. by 
popular subscription, with funds contributed by the wodters and middle 
dstsses. 

Ttochu saw tn it that the city was as wed provisioned as possible f&T a Si<gt 
Inside the riCy walls sheep by the UlOUWttds were pwmtiied to graze on any 
open spaces char were not under cultivation, from the Dois de Boulogne to the 
Sinai] plazas. Cattle roamed erTrywhetC. Faitnera brtyughl ihett vt^tables and 
poultry into the uapltalt tvniy to feed Parisians but lo prevent the Prussians 
from living off the land. The Tuilctics became an artitlccy cmplaeeifncn.1, 
factories were converted to cannon foundries, and the bowre wm emptied of 
art treasures and transformed imo SCI arsenal. With all these pieparatians, Lt 
Seemed ceruin that Paris could hold out against the Pnjssians almost 
indefinitely, witb the result thsrt the city was flooded with foreign tourists as 
well as provindals. The Looming SWge thus took on the au of an ezeiting festival 
railw than a painful ordeal. 

Finally, on September 20, the Prussian armies ccufipkted thele encirclement, 
Or Investment, of the capital, and the siege was under way m eamcsL But apart 
from skirmishes and snine artillery duds, initially the two atmicS soarcdy 
ccig^d each other, Lu fact, it is cttlirely possible that the Prussians mig^it have 
succumbed to a concerted, w^ll-pl^ned, aftid jesoluteoScnsive, had the French 
launched one early on, when they were shll positioning themselves arownd the 
diy. But no surfi underrak'iTig Viw mounted. Rather, a siejic mentality pervaded 
the gevemmenfs thmldng; far from mounting an offensive against the 
Prussians, the gnvcmmcnl eagerly Hoped tO WSCh an armlsUce with them. 
The GcvmTment of Naiunat Defense was already betraying a greater fear of its 
<>wTi armed people—particulady the workers—than of iht artillery and Infancry 
of the mvadens h was cstpected m lepeL 

Although by their behaiviar most PStrisian bourgeOte ejihlbhed Imft Kiioua 
Incbnanon to resist the Pru-SSlans, they hambashcally dedaiined thor refusal to 
allow ’'even one inch" of Ikmch terrilory lo pass lo- the enemy. Il was gerierally 
iissumed thaa some other milLrary force would evemually rally tn the capital's 
defense, most likely one gathered from the provUiees. Tc ocg^nlae such a Eotce, an 
ejttcnston of the government WJIS establrished some distance from Paris, In Tourj, 
known as ihe Relegaiion of TcAJts. there vms also some hOiSe that a Egmigh 
ptnver, such as England, might oome to the aid, of IVH4 and briog -the in^uBeiabie 
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mvtsmiesn of Euwpt's most ^Itsdinis dry m ii? H^diil md. 3iid Thiwi jiS 
but bcg^d ibe English lo provide aasistaiiicc, cvicn invoking ihe danger oT a 
posribtr “red irvolt” by aij enemy more wnfl^ng thsuti even the hlossuinSi namely 
the revglvdomiy d£man[s of the working doss. But ihe ?ni£$tan$ hod soBkJoidy 
intimidaLcd Euncipc with thdr vlcinry ever ihc French in render intemadonaL aid 
to Paris ImpEauabk, aisuming ir was ever oonEfimpbred- 

En contrast lo ihe passivily and ddcaidscD of the gpvejnmeni^ ihe workers— 
or aA least their iflMt socially consdOMS Leaders—i^ere deiermlned noi lo 
soTrender the capital to the EhusaiaTis. On the contraiy, they were eager lo 
defend the new republic—the frolt of the most recent of France's 
hevol-gn&ns-^o (he bKtei end if necessary, A\'ith undefstandable suspidon, 
they regarded the govemmenL. with all ils passivity, as treacherous and 
dcinanidcd (hat Faria Concinue lo tesist by caJling a iev« en tnasse, or general 
mobtilEarlon and arming of (be populadOTi, such as ihc Jacobins bird done Ln 
1793. This demajid was forcefully ardcuEated on September S., a day after (he 
fomulion of the new govemmcTU, when adelegadon mel vith <jarnbEila at the 
Htfld d-e Vnie. Composed of members of the Paris CotirKtl of the IWmA, the 
Trade Union Federation (a loosely formed groop of durmfires tyndl^^Psh and a 
miSCeibny of socialists, ihe delegalion's dcmartds were not Icirritcd only to the 
military situaitcm. In fact they bluntly filled For mUriltlpjJ etcctlOns (StiiriiiE 
memories of the Commune of 1792-93J and, even more dtsnjrbmgly, the 
subsdludDn of the NatioimL Cuard for the police, compkte freedom of speech 
and the press^ and the eleetJem of *1) jfudgei 

Gambctta recEived them politdy, but he was conspicuously evascuie in his 
response. The next day the Lntcmadonal. together with the trade unions, 
convened a mcfdng diac was nnsndsd by W W 300 pttfple, This mccdttg 
cailled upon Parisians to establish a defense and vigilance committee fso 
redolent of sirndlar coEnmitltees in the Great Rovoludon) tn each of (be twenty 
armndLssettiems. The commiitBts, Sti cunv, wer* to be KsOTdlnaied by a 
Republican Central Committee of the Twenty Arrondissemems for National 
Defense, consisting of four detled delegates from each local vigilance 
committee. These committees were duly formed over the next few days, under 
a CentraJ Committee headed by htigcnc Vaiiin. Sigitificandy. the Ccndnl 
Comrruttee mer in the same building—a hall m the kue de la Curderie—diai 
housed the International and the Trade Union Eedcration and in dme became i 
center For the most revoluiiWRry tendencies in Parts. With the suppon of the 
unioiis. the CcnUal CommiUce would virtually Uim the ''Gordcric" (as il wais 
called) Into a dual power against the Govemm^i oF NadonaJ I>efense. 

Not -were the Committee and its supporters widioui, a radical pragram. Qn 
September 15, members of the Central CommLUec of the Twenty AjTOndiSSe- 
nients issued a proclamadon that was posted on ihe walls of ^rls, listing ihe 
hiU range of iAs demands.^ In addition to the demands of September 5. il called 
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foi- 9 tfjmpJcce jcivitnidtr of ?ll ihe eiSfntLil ciMnnvodiwr* in ihe oHy, iM 
demajided iluL lhc« be shared et^lab^' uitonjit the people jecordin^ lo 
n«J WoTOOver, ic f«r the jamang of »IJ ociieni (uvdudLn^ lh« piowsiMi 
at amimuiLiiiDfiX lof plaiting di* under papular fontral, and TDr houai^ 

for jdt. induding iIk 'AptmrpruEiim'' of all empty iporimema and bdifdlngSi lot 
"vancLia defceice s(rvm$.'~ ^^1lhclU( oxpiLCuly lluci^ eIk 1an|^ua|e of the Great 
Revolutijciii, it eaUcd for "naUanal detef^ates" to be sent out (O the departments, 
with, funaucins simUjir lo those of tfie oW Representatives cm Mission of 1791 

The gavemment. fearful ihai The lerrar of ITUl-lM would return—^iJiis Urac 
as a "red'* SJWttesr, with an implidl diallenge to proptTty and ciqiloliaEion.— 
olearly viewed the ?rM!sl«ns as the lesser enemy and bcfpm 10 emend EeeJers for 
an amilstice. In fftcl Firvre, as the foreign irunisteT, had already called for an 
jnnjsnce shordy altei ihe Covernmeni of Defense was esubbshed. On 

Squembcr 10, he senedy mel with Bdsmanck, only to And the Ptusaan Lerms so 
demanding that be rode bade Co Paris in complfle tkspsr. StA ody wiCAild 
hv»ta require Fianu co cede Alsoe; pans ni Lncramc, and Metl» » widJ as 
provide a huge mdemniry. but even during the siiq^ Itsell. Frvre was warned. 
Pans would no longer have access to outside prOviSLOTlS Unless the govEmmenC 
gjvc up Strasbourg and permlwed the FvusEiana in occupy Moni-Val^rien:, the 
maisirc French fort (p the west at the dty walls. The new? (jf these terms mated 
widespread prolesta L 11 the capital, and on SeptetAbei 20 the ComniLUec of tlK 
Twenty Arrondissemcniisent a dclegatioin to die Hotel dc Vpk to make known 
LiSi abjections to any armlsnee with the haled Invader;. Even the rver- 
rcsouDcrful ThieW filled lo pcisutsdc the Ptossiani lo preserve french honor m 
the peace leims; indeed, he crKnumered ihc same diffteuLtiei; ihar confrunicd 
Favne. 

In the tall 4l ia70, the people ed Pins sioad iim agMfiM the pmssians^ 
altfunigh very raueh aipne. On Oember 7, in che hope of mabitizmg support 
From the res4 of France Eor the defense of the capital, CamtwEta left for Toms in 
a hen-atr balloon (,(tilS was the only way he could cron the Fhussian finest to 
head the government'a delegation there. laldng over itic ministry of war from 
[he elderly Cr^mteux, he besiiircd the delegAunn's soRinoteni; memhers i^ath 
hi5 usual bluster and urier^ and med lo mobilue new noops Emm the 
prcMucet 10 creaw an Anny of the Lotre. hut until this f«ce ctrtlld prcyvit ilself 
to be effective in the Held. Paris was sdll csolated mtliLBrlly and pcJidcaily. 
Indeed, to miny of Hi atiiens, il seemed that the ary would be left 10 ftincoon 
re 3 sovereign muni^pality in tes own ri^L 

Bui ifciai political structure w'ouM: such a Kwetergn itiumapaliiy hawf? 
Wdvld d ccKnUrvue lo be led by a polincayy mued group of leaders who were 
commiltcd re capirubdon lo the well 44 to -4 cmnlenTvolwcli?nary 

demesne agenda* Or would il be- a Commune, revived for (he fbst Ume since 
the Gieoi ftcvaluticn, with a municipal council of eleclEd Tcpresentaliwes^ Or 
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would it be 1 dircci demnoniL'y ol the more radical ktnij, Uke the seeuonal 
(Umoeracy of 17^J. ’^■hidi tud vanousLy sup|30ifted and lat<r opposed the -old 
CoRunime^ 

The Central Comruttee oJ the Twmty AnondlsEemcnU now became iht 
arena for a debate over ihr nsttiTe of the prospecjuve Cowinunt the 
jUl^ort of many Et]aciquisCs^ GusUivc Leriantjals^ one of ih; 'enin'miiiie£'‘$ mwt 
mtJjWtil and jocwli^iic mcenberj, blurtdy ■demanckd lha.l a future Commune be 
$truiCTur£d uound a dkcci denuocracy like ihai. si 179J Tbe deEittt$c and 
vigtlanoe oomntMtee ct the cijlhumih HTFundtuenirnt dedared tn Gonthdl gJ 
SqJtember 25 that "the qiiUfTlfn aie the hjfuJamenial base of the dcmocranc 
Kepublic."^ thereby i^Lcing a radical demand for mas^t democracy arvcl the 
ptviLtlble reconilTUetiytL of the cld sections. In the end, hotvEvef. tnodemies on 
the CenEraf Comnuiue »Kt,^cdtd in toning down this. pfopoeaL the fiAal 
‘^lei'Uon, as pubttslied m l^Omkir ofCktobc simply called upon onzens tp 
use thetr liKfii Mvmbbtt as vcbldw for ihe eltciwn of rnemben to a ntyidde 
Municipal Cnpncil: "at ypuT public me(tLn,gs, in your arrondiSsclnent 
comuiiCtecs, in yoUr NatiiOtial Guard batlaliana, Ti^hL now yiru must, selea the 
men most Worthy W represent J'OU H the fiOtel de Vi]lE."^The proposal was not 
rnremed cnihumslufllly by the Conkne—the IntefnatKtn^, the Trwle Uruon 
Fedn-atlcm, and the National Ooard CenPal Committee—bgl the idea oF a 
CtHitmtirie stOiCWred stdtind MCPOttiJ assemblies faded permanently from I he 
pnllUcal honzon 

C\tober. however, wa^ to be fdlod with continued demonstiairtoiis and 
Stormy evtnis On October 5. a young NaPorji Goatd oflterr named Gu&Uve 
Plourens {who had wnnen an account of an ideal iotiely IP whidi "men, 
freed from their chains, fovemed themMives"*) led a march of Guard 
battaliotii to the Kite! tie Villc. where he rcpCJCed ihe demands for a Jniee tn 
nwfsse, cnunieLpal elecdons, and a fair distribution oE rapops m the besieged 
Cilj'. only t-o be pfe^sautly cseOltcd out by the government^ which made no 
coramitmcnU. This escapade was followed three days later {Oewber B1 by a 
dc monsiradon, held by the Gen Pal CommllLre of the Twenty Aircmdlsoe- 
ments, to demand muntopal eleetbcms. As yet, few Parisians responded to the 
Call, and the turnout wasembarrassingty meager OhelE^ied by dus failure, the 
fpveiruifaeni used the opponunHy to ban demonstraiiona and postpone 
munkcrpal elections until ihe sirge was lifted, but as Stewart Edwards puu il. 
(he defense and vigiLsnce conlflMtiees "were eonsuntly croism^ the bonder 
between active attempts to 'aid' the Covertimeni in conducting the defence 
and latreuipfs to suppLiint the oflkUE adnunuiratiOFi because ti wa^ noi 
^gOTims enough' m pursuing the wtt ’ By now K was only 4 mMXer irf titni 
before these small sidrrmshes would give nsc lo a majoT club between ihr 
govemmene and Us radacal critics. 

The □ccasion far the dash was provided, Lri pail, by the surrender of Metz 
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[Q its Prussian bEsicgcrs. 'WLl]] ncailiy a 100,(XiO troops under bs GDcninajid, 
Mjirshp] &iiuine h?d been qutclJ}' sitting ouL [ttt |ht city by 

surrounding Prussian forces. A Bonapanisi genera], the maisliaL detested the 
republic, and ^ben Louis Napoleon suTTendened at SetUn, he bad ntadc little 
effort even to engage the Pnjsslatls, lei alone raise the siege. Finally, on 
Ortober 27, aflcr seventy days, he capiiulatcd to bs besiegers—an iet thai 
fterd ah cniire Prutsstart army lo Teinforoe the stege of Paris and engage m 
operations against growing French provincial reasiancc. Everywhere across 
the French polLtLcal speetrum, (he cry of‘'treachery’' went up'—rtOt OCtly from 
[he Left hu[ from t^inherra himself, whe openly dencunced Bazaine as a 
traitor. 

To tMMtbaie an aJready tuihuknt situation, at the end of October the 
govemmeni announced not only the fall of Metz but the news that Thiers was 
travetmg abroad once again to seek an armistice with Bismarck. Hoi^evcr much 
the announcement may haive ple^^ Ihe hoLiJgeoisse, which w;as eager to 
return to businessJihe normaliry, the news sent a shock wave throu^ the cit}'. 
The prospect of Paris faJlbg as Metz had jUst done, of a Ektimine iurnflidet 
followtd by a Tbers atmistlce, was iniolcmhle to the mbriaied working and 
lower-middle classes, who done seemed prepared to defend France E^inst 
IhuEsian aggression. 

At length, m midday on Oaohe? 31, about 150,000 Parisians^ many of them 
National Guards, gathered in ihe Place de Gr^ in pouring rain, furiously 
denouncing the military setback and crymg ‘’No armtshccl" and 'Vjve Id 
Commune!"'' The demonjitradnn was spontaneous and so large that the mayors 
of ihe capital's UFTonduserHentf hasiiened Lo the Hotel de VilLc to demand that 
the go'^einmeTil t4ill tnUrtkipsI pntsunvihly to »lm the satuaiion and 

hold out hope to the demonstrators for the prospect of a Commune Ihe 
government. In turn. EcarfiuJ that the huge dcmoTislraUon w>ou]d encourage 
radicals uo take ewer the HOael de ViGle, btei the ruppet m the bourgeois dLstrkis 
of the capital, hopefully lo rally the reliable or “good" hattahons of the Nalional 
Gtiard to its defensr. hut even thcM "good" baitaltons ialhd to Tespond. 
Indeed, it nou' seemed that altnosi everyone in Pans fed up with the 
treachery of Trochu's coterie in the Hotel de Ville, if not the entire. Govertimerit 
of Nauonal Defense. 

For his part, the hot-headed Gustave Flourens decided that the demonstri- 
hon had creaied fm opportunity for esuhlisbng t Commune. Despite the 
objectiotis uf his more prudent fellow ofEcers, he took Li upon himself to rally 
his BeUeviLle haualions of the National Guard—th^ Included a conringeni of 
sharpsiiootofs equipped at his own ntpense with cfiassrpol rifles—m an 
advance on the Hotel dc Ville, dearly with ihe intention of depusmg the 
uiMing government and replacing it with a revolutionary Conunune compesed 
of. among others, Delescluzc, BlanquL die radical repuhtlcarv Fehe Fyat, the 
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somlliL Jeati-R^piislc Willieft, fu^d, oddly, V^clor Hugo (who dKliMd the 
hono-r as soon is tie Seamed of Jt}. 

Meinvtuif In the early aFlcmODn, a rumor- -wrong, as it tunwcl oui—spread 
among (he deroonsu-arora ihai Mayor Arago- hpd wti«fiiedl lo cfltl munidpaJ 
okotions and thai Trochu would be replaced as prcsidirnl cf the goYemmeni by 
Pierre Tioiisn., the more popular mlnlsier of worltJ, VwiVjng the roticcss-ion dr 
munkipa] elections as a victory, the crowd now began to disperse, and ihe 
SHtuation once again seemed undet ttmu-D!. Suddenly flouretiiS and hts 
sharpshooters burst into the room in the Hfliel dc ViLle where the gO'temmen.t 
was mcEbtig, ksped Up on to the Long baiee table around which the members 
were senedn and Flamboyantly began to mamch up and down, his sfmrs tcaTing 
the tabiic. He firmly demanded rhe formarion ol a Commune, co wb^ch he gave 
the chilling name ComnuLtcc of E\ibEiic Safety, and he hrmished the ministers 
with his Hal of comituttee memberiL In their eyes^ ihr names BlanquL and 
DclescLuze m^t just as w^ell have been Robespierre and Saint-Just. 

At SM-ihbty Blanqui, learning that he had been anointed for the new 
Commune^ sioty relucurtdy appettred al the Hotel de Vilk hut with his usrjal 
decisiveness quickly sai down to write decreeSt vecfuisliwning foisd Aiid closing 
ihe dly's gpks. iKt the frussians take advantage of the disairay in the (diy and 
attack. ^^Ticn die lemaitilng m«mb«Fi JrTived—Ddesduze. MGIicte, and Pyat, 
among others—it seemed that a >ed republic' had 1nd^d been ejiablished, 
ivith BJanqui and Dciescluze at the helm, but as it turned out, the appe9i^nc(^ 
was eniiinely dectpittfC and prO-vided the occasion dial ihc goremment needed 
to strike back at the Parisian Lefu 

The table upon which Flouncns was striding collapsed when a defender of 
the govemmeni leaped Up to challenge him In (he general melee thai 
followed, Trochu, as well as oihcr ministers, escaped from (he room and, 
making (heir way to the Louvre, where ihcir panicky supfporters were 
asscmhlmg, laid plans to reiabe the HArel At Vi|k, In the mraftLimc, the news 
[hat the city hall had been seized by 'The reds” galvaniied middle-class 
opinion tn favor cF the g&vem'rneni. by early evening condiigcnts of ''good” 
bourgeois National Guards appeared before the HAtel de Vtlle and demanded 
■of DeksclU3e, W'ho had come out to parley, that the building be evacuated. In 
return, they said that the government'i promise (0 hold muhicipii] eltctiohS 
would be scrupulously kepi tklescluze returned insick to tell his fellow 
insurgenrs of the proposal and persuade rhern lo Leave. Meanwhile Moblk 
Guard-S, who bad been brought to the scene bjf the goverument, infiltrated the 
buildinji^ by passing through a EliLle-ttnown subierranean passageway from a 
nearby barracks. The would be Commune eMabltshed by Flourcns w *4 unw 
ln A hnpekss situalion, facing hostile National Guards outside the building 
and tnulriZet within- 

Peace was fmally established when ihe government agreed co call municipal 
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clccuonf iht very noti diy mi |ii£Miii5cd m ukt »» Kpcmlj tgjHnU ihe 
(■^nfuini msiDEcnts Thu l^mmoiE nas vvuduufed by Jules Perry ind. Aduiv. 
(he polli?e pietecL Pnulty. HE (hree a'cloek on (he mcmtn|; ol Ndvemher I, (he 
kskders d^ both side; amubly waLked cnjl of (he city tulL arm in arm —BLinqui 
with General Tamaaer (the eowirrsiMUr of ihe Nauonsl Gviutii)!, DdcKluie 
with Dorun, and so Fonh—each Lnsur^enl liiikcd with a rndKary or ^ovimmem 
leader. Afler polhefy $h*ltt'n(( Fiands with (heiT opponlcs in (he nwrly empty 
Place de Grfve, the insur^rKt wisely hastened (q- the Beile^^illc, (here tq tind 
safety From (he reprtHd; that h-cit ceitam (o foUenv d the goveniineni beoAte tls 
JBreiftneru. 


THi WINTER OF REACTION 

hleedlm to say, leu than, iwehty-four hour; afieT the a^jrrcmenl HUde, (he 
gwemmcnl bcolte a. Bdwe Ptefcrt Adam was wn a<*^« (he nem mamtn^ a 
nilKkss enelulown a^insi (he insuiigenis was under way. Chders were iMued 
For (he immediate acteSE ol Blanqm, DelcSClute^ Pyat, Floutens, and Mlltiere, 
tunonj; others. {Blanqui matuged to elude the autbonlles for several monihi, a; 
did his sectind in command, Gustave Tridon, and the Future keadcr of the 
hlanquists in the JSSOs., Edouand; VaJLant.) 

Credilably. Adam anpily rcHgned lus post tn proteSI twer ihts breath of 
promtfe. He was TepLaced ty a lair less honoriblc police prefect, Creswn, who 
proceeded to ferret out tmui^fcnt Icpderf^ Roebdbn iJsu tesguedi U COUld 
have been expected, white (he honorable General Tamasux tunicd In hu 
command of the NatiionaL Guard. He was replaced by the rcaddonary General 
Cleincnt Thomas, who proRiptly cashiered iucctact of the mofe radical Guard 
cammanders On Ntwember 3, idmost as an aftenhou^t, the government 
detaulled on its promise 1<9 hold mutiicipal dec^LlOtis by oonducLiUg a mete vote 
of confidence Lit ihis Bcsiupsinc'SiyVe plehtscite, a lecetved. 5*0,000 iffirmalive 
^vtesas agamst 63,000 fieigajUve ones The pt^Hsoie was (ollawcd the IMMt di}' 
by m clc^xn simply bf eM^irdisscnirni mayAea—and beyrmd ihese s«pt the 
government reiusEd: lo budj^e. 

Wlih the faJurt tvF the Octobci 3! Isiiurgency at the H^lwl de Vilik, the 
ihllucnce oF the Centia] Committee of the Twenty Anondisscincnts C|uickJy 
wined, and the members of the defense and vr^kevee cornmittets diMppearetJ 
mu theu respective repoibliean. Jacobin, and Elanquisc chihs. which for their 
jMTt underwent a suddeit Mvtvi]. Clubs such W the Club des Montagmrds and 
dub de la Paliie en {bodi Bixnqmst) and the dub de la ComiUune 

(Jacobin) replaced (he dnwblU$cnwiu eonuniiiMS aud (he publu; assemblies 
that had i^own up around rtbem. In a sense, (he Ppurigun nutiiatus wrre 
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becxihilng more poltlddzed arnd revolutionary, a change wotild not become 
evident undl (he begtnpthg of 1871 

In the meantime, the presEUje mounted on. Tirnchu, cPmniBLnder of die 
deicnK of Puis, to cany OtSlart □Erecv5ive agpjnst the PniBBians, who seemed to 
be wailing patiently for the siege lo staiwe ihe. cliy Imo SUbmisMon. This 
pressure was insjiLrrd in part by Gambetta's efforts (o taise an army In the 
provinces., effoirs ihai wene ntsw showing some success. On November 9, in an 
Engsgcmeiit against Bavarian forcev bis troops won ihe hist French victory in 
the wat, recapiytlng the ocy of Orltans. Indeed, had the eavilty pressed its 
advantage over the rctrealing Pnissian forces, the French MTHy might vory well 
have routed ihem completely 

.As much as the news of GdmbewJi's success delighted Paris, it threw 
Trothu's own plans for a mGitaty ofFenslve imo disarray- The genenJ had 
massed 4 Istge 4nny wtih. consudmiilc equipment in diE northwestern pan of 
the capitaJ and planned to break through ihe Prtiiiian Liive5--which were weak 
in ihis seclor—atid try to drive toward the Channel pons l!ui having opturod 
Orleans in the $Ci'Uth, Gambctta now demanded that Tiochu Imk up Ms fotces 
with those of the Army of the Loire, which required that Trochu tratLspon all 
h1$ [roops and supplies across the diy to the souihwesKim pan of the capital— 
where the Prgsswns were very numerous and well entrenched. Nor OOUld 
Trochu cake the Prussians by surpH*e there: the movement of a large Fiencti 
army across an open citj' could easily be seen From The high ground outside the 
besieged capital 

On Nevember 29, having obliged GamheiLa and moved his troops and 
iUpplies 10 the southwest despite his own doubts TVOclitt initiated a "g^eat 
sonie" against the Prusibn fotrccs to the south It was a disaster. OespiK the 
undeniable courage of the French crooptk everything seemed, to work against 
diem; the w-caiher, which had swollen the hlanie m flood kt'd fwhich they 
then had to cross under Pmsstatv fare), the Isick of command ooordmacioTU the 
poor logistics, and the treacherous terrain^ which gavif the Prussians ihc high 
ground, all assured a complete rouL The fighting was bloody, presaging ihe 
kind of losses ihc French would suffer in [he Plesi World Wai>--in only ihree 
days of combat, they lost some 12,'DOO men and offlceis. The results for the 
French were pLutuI: die siege waiStjH IhUCl, and to add ihsuft to Lniucy, Orleans 
was Soon recaptured by counterattacking Prussians, c^dng Cambelia lo ^kii 
his goverruneni from Tours to ftordeatm, farther to the south of France. 

With the arrival of the winter months, the siege of Paris now took its 
ccniblc toll In hunger, disease, and cold, Although wegJitiy Parisians still had 
access 10 premium foodstuffs, the poor, already accustomed to horscmcat. 
Were reduced to eating dogs^ cats, amd. even rats. So high were puces, 
especially of necessities, that Blanqui'a newspaper, Ln Patrie ei dor^grr, folded 
on l>cceniber fl. due in part to the bmited resources of his subscribers. 
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AllhoLi^h Ecw adults acLually SLiciiuitibad w cnjuighi aLarvaucm^ lori;^ Lints cd 
smjll cofElris, CDiHalTitiTg ihc bodies of children, moved in * sLcady tcaLu to the 
Perc Lachaiic cerneteiy. 

Military failures now brou^i ttie Government ofNalional DcLcnse and the 
people of Paris mto open conFlict. Th< ^vernmeni wa$ despejate for an 
armisJlioe,. in madred conlrast lo mosr Fansiaru, who astonishirigly were still 
picpared to light on againsi (he Prussians, On LJecemher il, comp*elltd by 
popnlaj' opinion, Trochu launched a seoond "soitte'' roward die northeast, 
rhi^ [troe in blltetly cold weather. This attack, too, failed miserably, at a cost of 
Z,{](X3 cosualiies. rcmovtn;g whatever reroamrng eonfidcnct Pansians had in 
the government and especially in Tnoctiu. On Dcccmher 27, Lmcnsilj'ing the 
demoralLianoini that had settled into the ^liy, (he. Prussians began (o boinhartl 
PariS“-barcly a week alter ihe failed soitie. For several weeks shells lell on the 
capital ai the ratt of XlO w 400 daily, mostly exploding in the Left Bank, 
where they did stirprisingly little damage. Indeed^ no more than 97 people 
were actually killed and 2Td wounded, and by early January. Parisians were 
rating the bomhardmenr tn their ixnde. 34 a fouisne and virtually hjrmless 
assault 

WluLi really plunged the city into despair was the lack ol fuel, thie winter of 
iATQ-7] was the. hru( 2 l in memoTy, and virtually every tree m the parks 
and along the avenues of Paris was cut down to provide warmth. The weekly 
death rate from infections (principally smallpoa, typhoid, and respiratory 
ailm«ni 4 > soared from 1.200 dusang the first week of ihe siege w 4,4i4 between 
January 14 and 21. The prestige of the Government of National Defense had 
reached its nadir, and it was only a matter of time before Parisian workers 
would cry to replace n with a Commune. Indeed, on January ft the Central 
Committee of the Twenty Arrondisseraents plastered Paris with an ^che riTirge 
(Or "ted poster"), declaring tha.! The MuftldpaliCy Or the Commune, whitevef 
one chooses to call h, is the only salvation of the people, thear only guarantee 
against destruction. ' and it dosed with the call; "HAKE WAY FOR THE 

Anticipating that an nprising was in the odhng, the blundering government 
c>Taiii*Lly decided to hkcd ihe Nstlon^l Gtyrd by Wiadmi; li out on a completely 
useless sortie. Having abandoned all hc^e of Lifting the siege, the government 
had made no dfoil to train the Guards^ whose main runctlotl had b^en crowd 
conuoL, for comibat in open warfare ^g^inst a highly disciplined and widt- 
olFicered hyreagti prmy To send them out against the Pnisatans, wlio Iwd 
alreEidy routed well-tramcd regular armies, was a rranspaniem auempt to teach 
ceyoluuonary Pans a. blcksdy k-WOTi. As one mernber of the government is 
quoted as declaring, ■"cheie must be a b^g sortie of the National Guard because 
opinion will only be appeased when iheie are 10,fl00 National Guards dead on 
die gjKitind."” 


Ill TI1£ h4llk1CADE:& Of 


Suqiifisin_gly, dcspllc ihw latt of LrjiminR, the National Cioardi were tigrtt- lo 
!al(E uj) arms a|;jlnsl ihc enemy. Filled wlih IMLTloiK and r^vnluiioiHry ardor, 
th^y hoped to overoomt (tn; PniHtans with an okeTwhctmlng. “torrentlar 
chaige. OTSoHiu jpm(H<Jr[le, sweepmj chem by s(ms force of numbers and 
bayoneted rifles. The sorcu^ dtrectied against Buaenval, lo the west of the c<iy, 
be^n (m Jamiary E9—and from iht SW«, the CiiUrds were badly coordnutid 
hkI pia^ued by defjyx they ^eie laced wvdi the lo(|ddcal iu^|naure o( gelUdig, 
U many » a lODjMO men icr ah iwo narrow brtd^ Wuhln a shon ame. ihc 

liiaclt degenemed mlo confuskm. Ironically, only a. iew' fvatioiul Quard 
hnLLaJiotis were scnl mlO iht heat of battle, bourgeptji units ikther dtan jKjpuliir 
□ewSl Once Trochu docided that Ihe Nalional CfUafd lud had enough of comhit 
and bluodihed, he quickly ordered them w TfUcat—in under that aSLonished 
pae popular battalionSs tvho had. hardly had a chance [u CRkt on the Prussian) 
Uben ii mas norlrttl that moiii. of the sortie's six hundred tiSUpliKs were fiom 
ihc tKiuTgeois units, the rUmor spread chai the bourgeois units had fonght with 
herotsn^. whole the popular unita had bdiared cauunhcc—a l^sthood 

dm only aHimbuted lodivtsmciKas. among Ok Guard) and their ovienJI anger 
lOward Trodru and his govemmenL 

Orditrary Pansiani, m tum, were itiFurialed by the fact that the Guards had 
scarcely been peernlUed LO see baide. The government was nvore detested than 
ever, by nearly all 5«tL-n(! of popdar opnicm. In thdir outrage, the Jacobins of 
the Republican Alliance, led by veterans of IB4B sudr as I3clc3duze and ledrvt' 
ftollin, even made sympathetic overtures to 0« largely filanquisL "reds" uf 
Belleville and Montmartre,. offErmg [ 0 )om (bren m a comimn alliance against 
the govemmenL No such alliaiKe was acnulty nude, and die ^kvdle 
revoluiiumnes detidcd ihat die pm* hsr an upTtsng agatrtsi Oie gomemmcnl 
was finally ai hand 

On the. night ol January J1. a public meeting of Club dc la R^oluiion In 
Monlmartre solemnly vowed lo take the H^iel dt Vllle at iwun on ihc following 
day. tThe goviemmenl had shifted its proceedings to the safety of rhe Louvfe. 
but ihe Comtnune, It w'jj fdt, coiild not properly bt pnocLatmed anywhere but 
m the dty hall.J When osher groups were toEd of this solemn tjath, they 
responded warily: (hr tntertdlional and the Trade Ef nun Federatrcm, convinced 
that the dme was not r^t for a did not Join them, while ihe Rtpubbean 

Alhancir, nhidi opposed socnlisni. deetded In content, rlself with making ■ plea 
lor munnipa] eleethins. Even blanqut kepi bis distance from die upnsing. 
regaling the atiaek aS hopeltvs. althcorgh he wmt 10 a caU iKar ihe Hotel de 
Vllle io observe it, as did DelcacLure elsewhere near the Place de Gr^vc. 

]J the [Liiw for a full'seok upniing bad tiot yet arrived, however^ the Idea did 
have a measure of popular support. So thoroughly diSgiDted was (Ki 
popuLaiidn with the govcrifimeiit that when the Maiwnal Guard oMmandtr 
soutiditcl the rappel sUiirtnWiUng ibc Guards to come (HU agairtst the uprising. 
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V4ty ft* Jtipfindcd. Ai amh on Jititriiy 21 iht nwm radical Guard batEa3iKitii 
showed up at the ?Liire ds Gr^, not to dclctid ihf ^^wcmtricnl bojl to take h 
tj'ver in ftHtjncE with the young EUanqUiStS VailMnt and TfirtophlLe Ferri, and ih? 
luurmatianaJist BruoSt Malon. Not uuexpcaedly, die anarchisil Loukx MLcheL, 
(m uufidling itifuigtnt, ilto appeared in her {UrtLOitutry Nal^cul Guard 
uniCorm^ uiih ndle in hand 

Ta guard (he dly hall, (hr gcmemnieiu had Ichfarhkfld Donti^gcnts of Mobile 
CiUDds ihe buOdiuft These oiohdcj were noa Famuns: deeply tehfiiitus 
Cacholks who barely spoht French, they had been recrutwd from. BritUiiy and 
duhfuLly luted (he dthelsbc, disaolutet urbane Pamiani^ Barely had 
VaiLlani, Ferre, and Malon'j National Guards breri relnforeed hy ihe isdKal 
battalions, when the T*vdtlici suddenly opened Rpt ham the windows-'-nol only 
on (he Guafdf but on everyone in $i£hi^ including bysiuidets. Th& murderous 
firing continued fora Full half hour before it came loan end, karing thirty dead 
and at bast aS many wountfed. The fvahotuil GuiniJ. tilled to return (heif Bit 
from neitghbcinng houw but wm eompleuily muitd 

Up lo this poinLin the ibtgt. no blood h^ been sh(d between Pariaans^ bul 
at least two score workers had now been shot down by troops of the 
Oovemmen! of Naponiil tJtfcnse. a toll dm wv im|joM.iWe to frv^lcMjU. So 
eKEretne was the polaniatlon thoi cavil war between the government and the 
people WH3 now a tcallHlc possibilily. EmmedifUhtLy, General Joseph Vtnoy.who 
had just replaced TickJiu sa commander of the Pam gaenson, outlawed the 
d ubs, suspended the newspapers of Delescluze and Pya(. and ordered the mass 
arrest of known and MUpeked rrvolutioiwles ll wu dear bo all (hal the 
if il o«)(M(ued. would lead to l^artsuns mming iheif weapons on each other 
Accofdangly. the next day Fasre viatEd Brsmarck at Versailles, where the 
Germni commatid. ww tmconccd, and on Jarmwey IS the Go^'etnnvenc of 
Naiicnal Defense put an end (0 The fooT-monlh siei;e by dgnlng an ostensible 
armistice that was In fact a capitulaltiDn to the Prussian army. The srege wa$ 10 
be lifted, and Pans was to receive food and otiierprovijions Ftom outside, but at 
a price that was very high. The GcwemiDeni nf Nodonit I>efensewas obhged lo 
pay the Prussuns ah aJTnLSIioc mdemniCy of 10(1 miltlOn fraiics, followed by a 
full irtdentRiiy, whose un«unc wmdd be set in formal peace negOidanons. Pans 
itqis (0 surrender ils penmets torts, and a Kalkmil Assembly w«i. (O be 
coninen^d ai Bordeaux wtthm (hcee m negocHK llK peace otiiy 

wqth the Frussuns The French army was penrutted EO rr(am cmJy one dtvuHtl 
within the walls of the capital Tbr l^fatlonal Gtiaids were allowed m keep iheir 
arms, but only becauae, aa Favre fuUy realized, any attempt to disiirni them 
Would certarnly lead to in open dvlJ war. 

When the harsh termi of the armisJke wart made known, they jnfurianed the 
ciptlaL Gambena, who hid bren kept in ihe dark about (he artnustioc 
negotiations .and h'is sqll nwbilving (he Army of the LoilT. wrmt inio a ragje; 
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after much wul-starchlrig,, he resigned filfed with hatred for she mwiitrirhisls 
on wham he hlamcd the detestahk agreerflcdt The radical woiititri were 
equally oUUs^ged. whkh Cheated a problem for the ^owemmj(tn, since ihe 
amondLssemenls had aequinad so much polllinil and MtmiriiBtrjdvc afuionomy 
during the lour mnulhs oF the saege that the revoludjonajy of htris were 

now a f[ir« to be reckoned with, especially Since the Natiocifll Guard wa* snll 
under arms. As Stxwatrl Edwards notes: 

The war ... had broken up the political force of repression so greatly reljed 
CTi the highly etnttalizcd system of government iti FrsneeL Insflcad the 
Paris population had heptti lt> assert iUeif. Et was also a popuLancm that was 
ftTmed, and the National Guard did noi FmI It had been defeated. On the 
eotitrary^ It wjg spoiling for a Bghl and needed little lo lum Li oompletely 
against a Oovemment ihai was held to have hctiaycd the nation. This 
hustraied patriotism was imporiatnt in piovidLrig a general animosity which 
CKcended to ^ wider section of the poptilation than jujr the regular 
rcvolutiDnariics. 

The air in Parts was firatJ^ghl with tension., and only by showing some 
understanding and making some conoesstcms to the long-suffering working 
ebss Could the powers in contml of the city avoid a bloody ctjnfrontatinn wiiJi 
the masBesi 


THE COMING STORM 

Ho such understanding wi.c shown or concessions made. Instead, the 
government sel Fehmaty fl as the day for el^CtWClS to ihe National Assembly, 
which would negptlaH the frnal Ireaty. The Paris duhs were peritdtted to 
reopen only as electoral organlaaiwns, In Order to present their Assembly 
candidates. Once again, as occurred so often in die past when P’ahsian 
radicalism became too menKlng, the govemment tried to counter it by hokjiTig 
Asjemhty elections, which would invariably permit the peasants to determine 
the polity of the country. This tirne the peasantry would be joined by many 
members of the lower middle class, who had had all they could take oF the war. 

The vonng reeulu were as disastrous as thej.' had been in j4pril 1S46, and far 
worse than even the most pEssimisnc Panslan wveilutlonHnes could have 
anddpaterL Out of d73 depotics. the country at large relumed abrout 400 
Legitiniiists and OrleantstS- Despite the fact that France was a repiibbc; only 130 
authenne- repubheart d^uUes were elected. Far tram recognizing the legklmatc 
complaints and needs of the Parisian working classes, rural France ifscdr Its 
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TfVfn£t on Lhem by Wliijg ihr Assembly w](h kiippcr<]iii tr^CLlOtimti ?(Vd 
bDm]g.££si& clcmcnls. 

N'ot rv£n fvru u t wtwlc jcquitted itscU wel] Pimvm i-i^ceirs MxotdjHl 
Louis Blanc il« s»n|ile Ur£H( twmbirr ol ««es. by Vionr 

CdJibslcIi (who Ii4d Cdu^E n su|sp«n of frsner jgimsJ fttissuL QuukC 
(i Eonianuc nadotuStic), Gambcltsi. Rth4h.efdHf(, D<t«icluse, Lednt-EoUin, 
MiUicrE. and Lhc PioutltionisL J^Aine LangLcis. Ol the " revdubonary' socialist 
sUie " E>VH torch by die "CcrtderljC"—nsmely the tmemaUona] In ptllunct u-iib 
che Eiele^tiion ai the Twenty Afrcndissemcnts (as the gjaldllng body of the 
vigilance COmmutUCl Was ntw nenaraed)—the only enndidates cleclesi (0 the 
Assembly were those whose nuims also appeared on the ils.lirs oF other groups, 
such as 6aribildi, Gunbnn. PyaU ToLain, and Malon BlancpL, the most 
imporWM ol iHe wcuhtl nominees, rtCfwd cnUy 5C.0M votes- -whurh was 
nm enough co earn him even the laisi pboe m the lisi of Panstan depones ui iht 
Assmdily Although Thiers rccovcd a dcsovnlly loW vole n Pans, he beaded 
the list in ^»en^y^;w pto^-indAl depuiments gt ihe eounuy 
The NaoonaL Assembly dui convened at Bordeaux on February 13 was not 
only Fcactionaiy but unruly and spiteful. It selected Thurs as chieE of state, 
whereupon the old Orleanisi formed a determinedly conjervative jjoveminent, 
composed of monarichuts and, lor decorative reasons, moderate repuhliicans. 
So sufEused wai the Assembly with venom toward all liberal, let alone radical, 
deputies, tlwt thf msmenL Ganbaldl tried tO speak, the ddej^atei tose from 
ch^b seats and uied LO Stltooe him wich shouts of "Np [utllani" and "No 
Ganhaldi!" iAben sixcUtors in (he chamber's gaJIniet protested this IreaLmcnt, 
they vrttt rudoty el04Kd (rom the chamber. Ganhaldi, Ml lum, left with Lhtm 
and relumed to Italy in sheet disgusL 

fhrmflcT the Assembly, fjccd with Kramandt's Febmary 19 deadline, lurtted 
CO the issue oE a peace treaty. It ww hardly necessary (dr nnew to warn the 
deputies that he would resign d ihe German terms were not met the Assembly 
accupted the ttrmj he had ncgotbited wuh LutU hislutian. These terms 
required Prance to give to Bksmmdc Alsace, Loiraine, Meta, and Suasbauc^ as 
well as live EnLlioti gold francs as ihc EuLL indEmnuy, And lo permit the GernitHls. 
to conduct a military parade through ihe French capital, its pan oE a token 
c^icupaLioin of the cl1y. Indeed, unaJ die indemeuty was pud Ln blL, thr Oennan 
troops would occupy the nonhein prti td France, mduditl^ tht oucslnins of 
Fans fhe treaty, with ail these humiluUng sttpulatioiu, was ratified try a 
Maggciinj; majoriry vum uf 546 lo 107 

The Assembly now turned its aUentiDn to Pans^ with i degree olhosliLty 
ilui iE had nol shown towaid the Prussians Ta rnany rural depunes—or 
nirflHJC, as they were ealkd—the tipical was a Ut gnatei diHEcr than a 
Foreign occupying army. Cenetii] d'AurclEe 4e PaladlneS. a violently anll- 
ParisLan Bonapartist. wis named as gpmmimder the Paris Nalional Guard, 
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and BlanquL and Ftnurcns, amon^ quiets, wert scnunccd (p For chdr 
rol'ts In (he. Ocroter 3'1 UpriiJinE. Sis Scfvmng journals were proscrihed, and 
Lhc onc-and-a-haLf-Franc dait)' v'agE for National Guard service was voided, a 
dedsion iJial wo-utd make 1l virtuatLy unpossiblc for working-dasa members 
to Temaiu in ttie miliua. 

But (ho most piOT'ocative behavior oF the Assembiy—and, in terms erf its own 
gwl oF qucHiPE the Padiian worbers, the Hwpides(—(he passaE*^ ^ ^ series 
of acts so ptmidvc (hat they uLdmateLy delrveted over the tnasi [XiLpbca]^ 
mdkUerent sot(of s oF the lower middle oiasses, let alone the workers, to the Left 
During the sie^, the poorest of the poor had heen obliged j 10 Ittep themselves 
alive, (o deposit gaods (often little more than matiresses and the scissors of 
scatnsuesse&l in die scaieiun pawnshop, Mon( dr Picle. To protect these Ketns, 
a tnoratoiittm had been placed on the selLmg oE unredeemed goods. Ttie 
Assernbiy, with insensate cruelty, now abolished the moratorium, so that any 
items that were not instandy redeemed by iheir o«mees would be pu( Up for 
salt In a seremd act, the Assemh^ allota'ed landlords to immediateEy oUtm 
From (heir impoverished (enanls all the back rent (hat had come due to them 
during (be temblc tnomhs oF the sKge And as iF these measures were not 
brutal enough to mfutiate the pfrorcr sectors oE Patis^ the Assembly delivered Its 
coup dr pifflor dnTing the cconoirucally grim months of the war, when few ootiJd 
aEToed. the basic means oF life. Parisian shopl(cepn3, independent artisans, and 
small merchancs had had (O depend cm propilssoty noies (jjrJiAmcesJ from iheir 
customers. The Assembly now decreed ihai dicse had to be Eully paid, v/i(h 
iniKKSi, virtthih Four months 

Just as the (onyfivie^encliue wn of had HnFPriS.lcd. the peasanuy. the 
Assembly's abrogatinn of (he credit moratorium now mfunated the middle 
desses. Inciumerahlc small cnireprcncuts who had built up a crushing backlog; oE 
loans were faced wtdi ihe complete losi of thelt bwelihood- Middledajs Parisians, 
many of whom had foimeiiy regarded the workers, unempkiyed and poor as 
"rabble,'* n<iw Joined Icvoes with the poor, bringing the middk class bark into an 
alliance with the workers. In fact, the Assembly made it dear ihai it viewed the 
very cxislencc of a irpuhlk in Irrance as merely ‘'proviHiDnal,’' implying that the 
gams of die September 4 upnsing might 40011 bf annulled and a monarchy 
restored. Elating done their handiwork, these malicbus reacdomries^ presided 
over by Thierj, atljoumed, (P meet again on March 1C in Versailles 

More than any settle factor, the Assembly's behavior (which ffustrated even 
Thiem) revived the radicals oF Fans. The clubs camt back to life with renewed 
vigor, and during February 20 and 2^, a general Tneeiitig; oE the I>elegauon rrf 
the Twenty ArTundisEemenls adopted a Tesolutkin to create a TievolutlOnary 
Socialist Party. The afvewed aim of ihe new party was 


the abolition of ihe privileges of the bourgeoisw, its elimmanon as a ruling 
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casEt juid eIu advent of the wodi^icts tc ppHtkil power. In a wenrd,, 

eqoiJUy no moK eEnpJaytrs^. tto incire pmlcUrlA^ na more rt w^^ ^-'ii 

ft would diflkufc lui m He the fund trf the tntcmai3£Huj in utiis rooluaon. A 
[tiHfin^ at delc^tK fcom the locsi vi^giiance oominiEteei approved the 
doenment, and TiMUKihership in a vi^latice ca!wrm«e i»ow Wamc conungjfEu 
pfi acorptimce 0^ die resolution. 

At the uine dnte. die Narlonal Guard began to (bm its own decidedt^ ieftist 
Jederadon After die amuricc. tome 1 ^ti.CCK} people, mainly from the well-to-do 
tijsscsof Pans^ bad Oed dte haniships rif the Ctiy for the pividirkeav apprcdably 
reduong the mniibef of twtwuttMs or “good" Naiwmal Gvaidi On Pebroaty b, 
the popular battaJuns sent delegates to 2 general meetiii^ that endorsed the 
most Todhia] of the Tcpublloan candidates Eor the Assembly. At t second 
tneeung, on February 16, they laid the basis for a Federation of the Paris 
Natjonil Cuard^ whose cxtittemoc was conflrtned a weeh later by Z.OOO 
delegatn Crem the nujtmfy of the bomlHm This step't^^Siep pfOocH of 
cmviohdauon corapleted tm M^ch 15. when ddegates to the new 
Federation of the tJaoona] Coaxd esiabiLsbed an orfbcially tnandjted Centra] 
Committee, consdsliTig of repIfeScntalives fnotn battalions in more than tialf ol 
the ainnndtfSrtnert S. SigniTicantly, at ihe same timi; many local GLiard battalions 
were rormlng their own oommUices (o mainUln « vigiL in atil the {liYOndusnnrnCs 
of the apfti], ready w> ikn Pais to any iniHspi by the PruEsians to entet the 
□ry—arKl any anempe to dis^m ihe oiy. 

The Gturd FedciatiOtl was now the mMI fomtdabk etUfen amty tn Frairt. 
aumbentljt perhaps 200.000 afltied men—or jUirif, as they preferred to eaU 
ihcmsclves, following in the liadttions of the Great Revolulion—’With more 
lhan 200 cannons at their disposal. In late Febniary and early Mirdl. what 
remained ol the oEPaa] gewmment sn Plans bad eollapsed, and the Gtmd 
Fedention. with iis Gcntnil Commiiteie, and its fnembers drawn from various 
local commlUccs. cffcctrvicly bccajrtc the ml government in the ea|HiUl Indeed, 
the Federation and na Central Commluae now coiwtuvted [heniHlvw into an 
independenl power—a rcviolutlonac}" rfiwJ power—that, as Thieri and his 
government properly sow, had the potentiitl to Teplare ihe offidal govemmcni. 
As long as the Central CommlltcE retnained a dtiil power, d>ll war with the 
tiew gewerfimenL, now based in Vcrsadlles, wj* incviubk- The sole ^UttUOn 
that fiKtd Thkrs and ihc Vettdblkii (as the govtimncnt and the N'adoiut 
Assembly came to be called} was the specific CUtumstariCei that would brirg 
this Liteni conflla mm the opeti 
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CHAPTER ji The Paris Commune of 1871 


The pC4Ct ueaiy bEtwicrn ftl^Tnivck and the NjtLpFuL AssembLy. 1( has been 
notini. penniJUed the PruMUn amijr to $Lagt * bmul march jnlO the French 
OkfHU] on March 1 "ocfflipy" il tmo« « a. lymboJK g.es.'isire diin ■ Ttillt)'} 
unul ihc pdyneiu on iKe inctEmnily wu nul—^whidi (he niUmul 
govemrAcni pToinpd>' proceeded to p«^. hw U ihc pdiadc, tuTVMidy 

debated v^heiher they should vtoLendy resist th« TrulHsjy msult to the cUy or 
treat Ll with disdaitilut itidkl^ereTiiCE. After much discussioti in the Central 
CommlttcE of ihe NatLcma] Cuacd add the DelcgatiOd of the T^ttty 
.•^rrondisscmentS^ 11 was wisely decided nm tq provoke the Prussians, who, 
after (heir ptarade; oonJined thur occupaPem oil Pans to the nDdh oF the capiuL's 
peftmeier. 

Al the same ume, die mote tadtC^] seeaHS of the populace ts'ere mindhil that 
Thitfl arid hi$ gcwemmient were ordy toe eager to disarm Farts, indeed (o 
disband any potenUSJly revoblkinary Naporiat Guard oniis; shat might 
challenge the authority of ihc Nancmal Assombty over the Inruch capital 
Accordingly, worltcrs in Paris beg^in to seize Weapons wherever they Were 
Stored, espedaUy the rhaSSepAs ar^ early machme gunst, dt miOvnllEiiMS, that 
hid been denied to tidiCJl Guard batuLons during the siege. Above all, (hcji 
began la ooUecl (be onnonS that had been parked In the iiiiddle<liss dUuTKU 
of wesiem Parts Fet use J^msl (he Prasaiani Saiee large numbers of these 
cannons had been purchased by pauiicitic popular SubscripCion, (hey were now 
seen fts, by all rights, belonging the people Hence the cannoni In the 
western half of Fms were dragged by them across the cLty and irtSiaUed on the 
working’ciaeo heights of Hcllevillc and lv4£>nunanTc, presuinably to beep them 
out od the dutches of (hr Frusstans. 

ironIcaBy, the peace treaiy was to prove very Kmioeable to the rtdiols m 
Pans Mm only 4id u gwt them the wUM ch^ iKtd.cd 10 park h many 
cannons as efu^ coufd m the msEem workiog^ljSS arms, tnit tuasmueh as the 
■greentent beCwieerL ThWrt nnd Bismarck obliged the French national 
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gOvcTTiment Co si^l^lciiiLly reduce jl5 gBirisan In the c^patiJ ca same tiO^OOO 
meiu most erf tiw Frmch. army legutsrs in and wound the city were 
demiDbllued A) a mull, the Iw^est militaiy ioKt renumro^ m Pans waj ihe 
Namnul Guard—wKidl Iu4 been allonrd under (he terms of (he eaiber 
aimisnte, (BI keep *11 of ils weaponi TV *nny defflofcihJtWKjn Itfl some 
200,000 well-trained line Krfdlers and mahilcs in the pity wiiboLit inmme, and 
i^tboti^h many of them returned 10 iVh home pto-dnco. Others remained 
behind and hatemized with the Naikmal Guard, In many cases yommg lu 
ranks. 

Tf [he Njdonal Assembly had ever had any posilbllLiy trf regaining the 
cannons Irciin the pnlenlial insurants in Paris, It had fonecLcised it when It 
ended the enjOTatoOUm on iental payments and OverduE loans. Having just 
emerged EVm an sgo™?*"* siege^ ordmaty PaJiSasm were wow expected to 
make payments lbj{ they could not pcrssihLy afford Qn March 15, as we h*ve 
seen, the hfatiinuj Guard angrrfy rnponded to ihcsc provoeauons by Ebrming a 
FedentunoflulocalVttBlunsandeletnngagiuidiifiKCnHril CommtCMe Tfus 
Centra] Commiuce was determined to keep die cannons in Fans under iis own 
control. Ne^DUaiiDns belWecn (he General Cnmmlllre and (he NaUDnal 
Assembly—ittedisied by the jriTOndissemen r mayofi—ultimatrty faiEed, and 
the city's artillery remained In ihe hands of the p«nple. 


THE CANNONS OF MONTMARTRE 

Thiers fully undettiood ihal (he {siuions had to he removed and Fans 
(hsamed rf ihe ^ovemmefii was w Oremse control ow iV a|K*J On Mardi 
16 he aiTit'ed Ui Pan* wilh. his minisrers. and * day larer, .u ^ ^wefrunieni 
li^Otmcil meeting, they fonnulalicd a plan to seize the uannons in (he WDrkmg- 
class disin«j. Regrmcnw of hne naops were to oentpy M the major Stiwarcs,. 
buildings^ railroad slaMons, bridges, and snaieglc pplnu in the center and 
easKim hair of ibc capiiaL. Genetuli Lecoinlc and Patutcl were to enter the dty 
Emm the north and KPle (he suep heights of Motltnurlre and BdlesilLe, whldh 
[oecthcj had 2^5 canhans out of the 417 guns held by the Guard It is apparent 
that Phneej intetwiecl new only (o confttcue the Guard'! amlJery hut to estalrflsh 
tniLtary coniral over revalubonary Paris., stationing mogps In CDnsidcidblc {oroc 
in st»(e^ pfmtKHU andl if WOCMSary. subduing anyftStfUflc* in tV worinng 
cias efastnns. The pollof wwre audiorizcd (o amsl and UnpISSOh HAiv Lhut]i 
tneruVes uf die C^cral Gonuniufe and lo sclee every knpwn radical that ihq;' 
tvuld find m ihe capital 

The success erf ‘nifere'a enmp would depend enthtly on secrecy, speed, and 
surprise. Ai (hr^c a.m on March IS, while mosn. of FbtIs was aslnp, dre troops 
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unRv Ofrdered cruL af Uwtr bonackss wiOiDuC rwn uCing brrjliasL md 
nurd4«td tcH ihetr usigiud pMinitfL 'A/hm ihty amtvA a tlu mi«iy ]>irk ji 
Montmanne, they found: kt pOK)Tty guirded and occupied il «sdy. uking 
Ctmtpfitlic pcKsscsskih of the g:uns. They then sellled doviTi (c the horaej 
that were to come to cait ttvcm away. Owing co a of coordination as well 
hurus, however, the Sdidlen found thetiuelveo waiting for hoUff. 

At dflwm^ iht imsuspecunR urighborhood Sltrund them began to *Ut. 
Inacdtbty, the soJdiers. wnv «tili jiuing in ihr park as l34e a4 etglit a.m, 
fjumthed and didled by the itight misc hUny men had kit their pmu and 
weapofU W get snmeihiitg in eat at ihe opening bkMio&. Mo sooner dkl the 
worklng-dass women emerge from (beir houses and see the soldlen than they' 
«( off a Elutdus aliUmi—Louise Michel Hfl lhiMt|h the neighbsu'h^^^tii «JlLng 
out (be National C-n^d, whe quickly arrived In (heir kepis and assembled in 
Lulumns ED protect the arllllery. The dcmoTaluod regular soldiers were rvo IlHne 
eager to B^l (he Gyard* ihan Lhf Guards were ffiger lo tight them When 
Genera] Lecomie ordered htj men to hre^ ihcy Hilly retused. and Uoopi on 
both udes began Co fiammuU: The cntiic Opmiion ioon ct4la{H<d nmr th 
the moming, go^enuneru loldierv Kanonai Cou^cU and wicnteeis— female as 
well as male—were toasting each other and the repubbe in joyous eelebnoon. 

Tblere's foray trild lhf fevoLuUohaify heart of p^ris had been a ccHnpkie 
fiasco. Allowing for minor VMlatfO'nSs murdi the same story was repeated 
Lhruughoui the dty: cLther horses ome too late lo be used, or Naltonal Cuttids 
were alcrlcd in lime 10 pro'cnl the geavifTnmtnt tpoops from SQomg the 
cannons. Evraywticfe of ihe bne tuenund widi the Giuids The 

Panuam' vfecioiy was not onUrdy bloodless, lo be sure—rt oosl the life of 
Gencril Ctement Thomad. the farmer Guard commander who, droHod in 
a^Tliart clothing, had hten dr awn irtTO ihe sereets 0U( of curiosiiy. There he was 
recognized and pLiTsucdi by a crowd who remembered his bloOdy tole in 
repressinR the jpifmif of May 15. mor^ |han cwo decadw eadier. ncjjjLLe 
Eames,! efferts hy MmoniL Guards to protect him—he was a rcpub]K«n now— 
he wa& lulled. ^ was Genei^ Lecomle, who had ptOvooilivtly unsheidicd bi$ 
sword agatast an angjy aowd. An auiopsy laacr reveakd ihai doeens of buUeis 
from urmy dussepcTti jccounied for theiF deaths, whidi suggests thai they had 
been shot by tioopi Tha evidence nocwnhstandirig, Tbiffs would claim that 
ihey had been brutally murdered by the "reds'" of Paris. 

At three In the afiem&on. ThktS and his minliiets toxivened. at the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs, where they dedded that. In ihe l^ght of the flUCO, (he 
govemmeni would evacuate (he t^ty. Suddenly, Looldng down from i wiEidow. 
the imm^itr of war saw a ballailicn of MaOonil Guards lu^iRJamg in die streei 
bdow IkainnglhxldwGiUrdsmtcitdedloeapnHeibenv aUditnJiuuenweK 
thrown imn a panic AliKoirgh ihe Guwd iwtdton marctwd past die Mlnlswy, 
wUh fm inkling of (he Hiul they could have scuopod up taking die bvUdlitg. 
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the ministcre staUitMd in different dirflcjwns. Thiers, scurrying ihe hath 
stairs to i and ntvalTy escort, paused only I4 conEirns the order ee 

oncuatc the rapitlJ. then made his way » quldciy « poMifc^ 10 VcrSoilks. 

De^te htTlOU) epposUron from^cs Ferry, the mayor oC Pans, and. hy some 
of the onondciscwnl ouyors. Hum's dedsion to iJbindon the capital was 
uttvocabJe, Behind U lay 1 stnati^ that the chief of Halt had adwetied rs hr 
back aj 184$, when In the list days ol Loui5-Phili|!pe'4 reign he had UTjgjed ihc- 
king to relTCdL Wilh iJI his iroop; oUlStdc ihc capiCid, rtgrwp hiS forces, and 
then MCitTn 10 rttukt the city m a bloody c»Tm|uest. Where Lpuis-Philjppe had 
declined to Follow hli idvke. thicis hamsetF was now free to cany ii out 
himscir t>ncc he had butlinp hi.s Forces at Vetsadles. hu hand, Thiers rrasemed, 
would be Free to elirrunJlE the revoludomry "pesi" once and For all As time was 
soon to reveal, he comtdtred (he Parisian working dui tc be Lillie more lhait 
vemun who h«l (9 be ruthleady dripen hack to ihetf holes in ibe shim* 


PARIS UNDER THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE 

Once the ministers had depHited, oontroF over Pam and its environs, ior all 
practical pniposES, by in the hands of the Central ComnrIUee of the Nalioiiat 
Guard Federation. Barely had the goveminenl fled, howurwer^ when die 
CcHiunittee, apparently stunned, by its own sucrts* perfarmed the Eirsc of die 
many blunden dul were to nwk its actions—or lack pf them—during the two 
weejes when tt wu the govemuig body In Paris, with potenuady enormous 
power, it dad vuTuaUy nothing a^adnsi the fWmg ^mnuncnl or hs En»ps 
Even as Thiers snd his tshuict woe hurrying td Versailles, the Goinniitiee 
behaved as thoujjh H wen laced with the uc^ to defend luell Rather than 
mcrtini an attack to CTUjh its oppcnenis. the Comimtiee ordered the Guard's 
battalion oBiicers to build barricades to protect themselves a^insl an attack, 
indeed to withdraw if the gevenuYaent undertook a resoluu assau.lt. 

□r the iolli>winig Sunday nig^t, March 1^, tht Ccniral Cprnmince convened 
at die Hotel dc Villc to decide on its noit step. Two eficrgcde Bbnquists, ^milc 
Eudes, a stetlworkCT, Hid Paul Brunei-. 3 , Student tilled on the CummittM 10 
make an iin[ncd.iatc atUck upon the neUeating and demoralized govemiHicnt 
noops and cnarch on VersailLea, demands that wim wpporud by the 
Sfontmartre coRinUtlee ol the Kational Guard. M the vny least (he two 
BlanqiuHS demanded Uui du cuy ^ues hc dmed—f* ftbnqia himself hid 
otder^ durutg ibe attempted coup of October 31—» p«veru the aoops fraui 
escaping to Versallki Ltssagari^. whose History tif thr CeirtmitfK- C^f J$7| has 
long been regarded fay ihe Left as the edfid^ acoounl of tho Cominunc. notes 
that at the very time of the CommiUoe's meeting, "FiLeS of aoliHors were stilt 
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marching |ld V^r^Uti] UrcgWA ihe kfihonh."' Hari ihf. Cfnm] 

Conunillcc OKnuiCcd $iu:}i an aiwSf an Thiers's fWcuig Enwps, itis tasrly DcrLain 
ihai ihe Gwazds could have dckoicd ibnn ajrtd caWn Vmailka Mwl, » 
Echrards ohsnvcs^ 

The renieat cd (he anny to Vtis«llcs woj chjOUC. The uaops were 
insubardinaiiC ta (heir oflkeTj^ and li was only (he gendarmes wha could 
Vtip Mme son of arder. So hasty was the withdrawal ihfll Several regiments 
were forgotten and left Stranded In Paris.^ 

Possibly because the iveo Elanqulsw we »o y«tnj to be uweed mth the 
respect that ihdi menlor had earned by bis long years cd experience and 
imprisonmnil. ihdr pleas were l^ned. Lusagin^ dcsoiba buiw rheii 
demarwh m vnmeduuly maith om Venadiei irerc anrwertd “No Wc have 
only die mandate (o KCure ihe r^hts of Parts. If (he pnwlnces share our virws^ 
let them iirutatc OUT eninple."^ The CommiKiKH apparenlly suSenng a 
disaMnous (a4iuTC of nervi, give every Mouse It cMdd muntr for doing ahnoai 
nothing Far from mounUng an atiaek, it procrisUnated, even aUawing the 
dctnoTiilucd VerullLca troops to retreat by fading (O da$C (he CL^'s gates. 

MoT&aver, most of the torts, which had arigtnailly been held by te^gutai army 
troops outside the dty during the war, were unoccupied U seems hot (0 have 
occurted 10 the National Guard at least to daim Mocib-Vjltrien, rhe most 
imponant scror^haltJ an the whale Parisian defensive lyslem. while it could stdl 
be easily taken ludrcd, for two whole days it lay vmually unoccupied:, not Wtil 
Mond^ did Thun't forces (akc ervet (hl£ vital outpOU and fotreclcise the 
possiUliry dur ihe CeninJ Comnuace could daun fL 

What the ten(nl Committee lacked that Sunday lUgfu and Ebr tmech cl 
rrmuning Mbttnce will the presence of lokuMugusie Bbciqal, who had acted 
so dedsively in the Upnshg the previous (DolobeT. Sul hlanqui, still at large 
since (hat failure, hid Anally been captured by the government in the provinces 
on March 17, only a day before the attack upon Montmartre and BelleviUe 
Thiers, who was only too familiar with Elanqui's resoluteness, wotild keep him 
impelsoned ihroughoui (he entire pertod of (he Commyne, Perhaps more (han 
anyone else, he knew (ha; no one could have better given LI dear ddrecLiotit 
hast Ln miliLaiy aflurs, than the old revuluponuy. 

In &!:(. few revnlunofury insuoiuons were iruore confused about tbeit 
immediaie gplli «nd functions than the CetiDld OHnnuace cf ihe Ninoml 
Ouird Fedeiabofi. Aa Lkuagaray atucncs. the Comnuttw ~saw noi—voy few 
saw as yei—ihit ihu was a death smjggfe wuh. Uk AuflnbEy at Versiilles."^ 
Instead, heiiuni. overly cautious, and rductant In conEront Thieos an4 (he 
Manorial AsMmWy, It Wbs preoccupied with dml^ng the Scope of Ks. own 
powers end i(a Crwn legal status. Finally the members decKfed to caA, as qulddy 
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as possible, for the clEcdm erf a CommunE to replace ihtSr own CDirnnimtoe. 
Thfiii, in 1(jj to lEifl nepjtimetlLS." ihe CointniUec dsdaieij that Its 

"existing powem atne cssentiaJly provdslonal^ atbd will be replied bj- an dcctcil 
Commijmal CtJutidJ.''* Al a time when the Commltlee should hsve been 
subduing ThierSi. ii isstied a acaiemerii Sts (hati jnthcriiy. 

■"Let the provinces therefore hasten lo imitaie the exsitiple erf ihc capital hy 
ttf^nlsing ihemsdvte^ sn a republican fashdon," the "Appeal" ccndnued 
herein, as Edwards emphasizes, lay another of the grcai laJings of the Paris 
Commune of IS?!: ihc paroctiia] inetitahty of its affbeer; and rnen On ihr 
afternoon of March 13, when ihe CetiLral Cominillee was busy issuing 
defensive orders to Guard battalions and ordering the baiubcma of the 
sewetneentb JlJkI elghttenlh amritdiuCTneTiIs to laltc the Place de Veudfttm, "ihe 
local commanders hesrtajEfid to lead thelT men Into the cenire of Paris aiway from 
the safclj- of ihcdr own districts,"' Edwards note? dryly * And indeed It was not 
until eight [hat evtnlngi nearly six hours after (he order was given, [hat the 
battalions had mo^'cd toward the plwjt In The heart of the capital. Mofeover, the 
Central Coimnitlees strategy vision of a revoludon, In many rases, did not 
extend further ihan the immediate neighborhoods in which lis members lived, 
let alone beyond the walls of Pairli As In Juoe they were imbued with a 
noden of revoluilionaty spontaneity that preduded any serious attempt, to give 
their revioludona guidance, still less direction. 

The Committee’s “Appeal WJ iht Departments" also reveals the nature of the 
polilicat ihintdng that guided the mcmheis t>f the Committee After caJJlngupon 
the pnrvsrKes to ImlLalc ihc capital. It declared: “We have fmly one hope, one 
end: the safety erf the counuy and ihe TmaJ triumph of the dcmocraik Republic, 
one atid indivisible."' Liltc many other proclamatlonj of ihe Ofriiral CommiUjec 
and of [he Commune that followed it, the "Appeal" echoes the republk-ari 
appeals of the Gtest Revolution more than the dass-oriented proclamations of 
the June msutgents of 1343. 

Eut In a less tepid and mare class-ohented vein, Central Coiunviueie 
delegates to the govcnusieni'j Jaymaf ojjiticl! declared lhal 

thf proletartjms of ihe capital, faced with the tnoompctcncc and ucachicy of 
the ruling classes, have understood that the hour lus tome for ihelri lo Save 
the slcuawon by taking direction of public affadrs ... Will die workers, who 
produce everything and enjoy nocfotig m rtuum, whfO ■ShdUrt poverty in the 
midsi ol v/filih which they have produced by the sweat of their bfrow, always 
be subjecled lo abuse? ... The prbleiarlai, Eaeed with a eonsrant chreac u> ils 
rigbis, a TOLal denial trf all Us le^iima-lc aspir^ti^ms, aloog wtih the imminent 
desirocTlori <tf the tounUy and of ail its hopes, has TFalized that it is Its 
impaadue. duly and abserfute right to take its destiny In its own hands by 
selsmg pcrfLdcal pciw^r.^ 
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Hit two slBtcmcnti scfm ai 4uid± wit)i CKh Hie 

^nc fUI0n4ili]ir and pdidal li^buts^ EpuJdnj la the dJdzens of Pam 
in ibc saint wiy llul Uk CttU Tt^wohiliOR addr«$»d PuiAMiUl any 

refeKlue U'lKOiumK oe dess mwis. Hk second sutcnKnl. speaks lo a 
oppressed class, the “ptokotiat.'^ Tcferting lO ihe hlCKr economic «ar beturen 
wcd4m and. their euptoltc^- ^nce these aro dassn could hardly be expected 
to hve amicably togeihcr undiCT the odstipg tcDtiiomiy. Let alone ^aie the 
manaigcinent of a muddpaLliy, the soument stakes cui a dalm for the 
ptoletatlaL to seize "pofldc^ pensef." 

Taken tn^jether, ihe LWo siatEinents reveiJ the confuuon that cxisied not 
only in cht Ccnlral Comnpttee hot in the Paris CcunmUM lisnlf, whkh was the 
zIE'indusLve name given lo the institiibcrns axvd events In Patij In iht spring of 
1071. The iwB siatemofiu weft addressed w very djUtreni strata; the Btst w 
citizens of Parts. litv^Kcltve of thdr davg stadia the second. 10 radical sworkefs 
in the ezsiem paru ei llK C*|Hial The vwlupg dass, pnndp^ ihr 
unpovmshed imdcnts In the eastmi half of Pins who vroeked w|ih llveu 
hands, were the btcklMme of the Cammune. Ky ippeaftJi| to ihem. in 
sutements like dw second Otte^ with Hs mill«nt clau-OncnlEd phrsKS, the 
Cpinmtme acquired the Ltnai^e of bcLn^ a sCiicdy worktng.'clau phenomenon. 

But it the working dtbSS rotmed the pillar ihai supported the CDitimunt. its 
support was also more broadly based than ihe worldly class alorte. Many 
itiididlt-dEiss people—shopkeepers, small-scale produccn, inerohants of all 
kinds—acflwly fuppotled the eitietgfng G^Ttitnune, which clearty issued 
slatcments lo suu^ their sentiments and iiueresU » well The republKSn 
sialccnents were directed loward the lar^ numbcri of boiirgcois parrioes as 
wed as viorkCTf. UCilly or acth-ely sU{>ponod the Coittiiiunc because they 
opposed the tnaiy ih« Thkrs had neg^oemed wiih ihe Gemuiia. 

Sot did sudi republican appeals conlTBdkt the pitdonunani sendment 
among Commune membea's: the Pmudbontm and Juobms who oomposed i 
sizable part of ihc Central Coitimiue* and later ihc Cornraucie of Parts were nor 
opp040(l to the prlvtu ownership of property and hoped merely to achieve its 
widest disoihutian. Given its respect lof pttipeny and IcgBllly, the ComitHtMe 
(atid later the Commune) made no attempt to appropriate the vast gpid 
holdings kt ihe Bank of France; leaving ihe Bank's treasury completely 
untoudicd. they simply negotiated a substantial bank loan Hor did the new 
offidals even touch the subsUintutl funds dut Uy in the safes of vanoiu 
muusqle$, wfudl the government had left behind—doplie thcti despeme 
need for money, they never broke ofien ihe lodU- Irtalc^ of expropnatiiig 
propeny, ihqruud Very moderate mcaiis to bring ra mudvneeded hmd^ such 
as the ConccdOn of die odVol (the tax ik goods entenng the caplul'i 
SepvblbCan. legality seems to have bad a paralyzmg effect upon chOK ownsfble 
revolutioeiHika who, once they were m power. de^plU! theilT Eedenltn and 
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somcam» $«cu9iH rfmcmi:. vtit. vimuiUj^ hj^niwuid by (ht tn^’Klol 
ambimcc tlul sunoundnl ibr Frnidi stale xnid its faiBscul instmitufu. 

Where the Centril Commiatt freaed <nrs the Ug^tty of tvny KiJon H 
undnuMk, even quesboninj; its Ti^t Id meet in the Hdtd de ViU^ the 
VersdiOdu threw all oHivenuoruJ reancvonr to the winds. In this respect the 
conns! between the behavior of Fans and VersadDes ks amsdn^. Pesptie 
bloody iBltejcadons between, the MatkmaJ Guards and supporters of ihe 
Venainais,. the CoiTHtijCMe—unwnllitig w? impede biMtIom cf Speech—placed 
lew d any resmcdonsi on the droiLaiion oF esscntialty pro-V'crsulks propiguidi 
m the capital For ihelr put. by contrast, the VrrsdfQtfis used cveiy measure al 
iheir disposal to prevent news Friam Pans from reaching [he pmvtnees, 
cspcofllty pamphlets and other bteiEluie that tried Id tally provindal support 
Fm the ea^ul. Thiers's control ewer inEbrmaiioin w« a major obstacle to the 
Commune's vague injuncncins that other French cides and towns should follow 
its own example. No mere republican Ic^Lilics would deter hitn From tus goal 
of iupprt-sslne revoludonaTy Pant 


THE CREATION OF THE COMMUNE 

Finally, on March 2A, Parisians went to the poEls to elect ihetr Commune. For 
once, they could rhoose their delegates in propootion to their numbers mthc 
tha.n by dlsirk!, SO that Ln the Ibial tally, the tkttseLy populated workiEV^Ius 
neighborhoods gained a lepresEntanoii thai rcfleoted their actual saze. Out of a 
presumed clcctoralc of 490.000, il was reported that Some 119,000 men 
vowd—ostensibly a rather snnalJ pnspeition, and oew that Thiers used In otder 
to argue that iwer half the vpdng population had abstained fram the elBctions. 
m sympathy for his Versailles govemmenL In fact, the propoitictn of Parisian 
men who voted was actually much highci'; the 4S(^,j:)00 BgVTC was baaed cn the 
vonng ItetS for the lAT-Cl plebtsme—^ter which a luge niunbei' of bourgcDls 
had fled Paris during the siege and the armiftke For nonpoliCbcal AS well u 
polhDOil reasons. 

The Cammime of Paris was finally proclaiancd un March ih on the stefrt cf 
the HStcl de Vdle As the radical journalist JuLm- Viltis described the 
momentous occasion tn bus newspaper, Le Cn dii pniple: 

The amlleiy thunders a salute h'om the quays; dsc ipry smoke la pided by 
the sun A crowd haa gathered u gjeet the imiinphal poDcession; nxfl wave 
their hats and women their haodheKhitls while from ** barritadeS clri 
cuuien humbly bow their brofne rmualea lesi ihqr ihream the joyful 
onloolicrs The Conununr is pfocUmied ^ a rewoliroonHy, patziertk 
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celcbrulon. ei day ofpHU Ind joy. E-Kdlcittenc ind K]>]cniin4cy, SJjLetKiDr and 
mcniment wonhjr of the days liv*d by men of "91. ,-- Today is \iK fe&livyt 
wedding day cif iht Idea and die Revoludon ^ 

Indeed, the festive mood of (he populuon uemed tnepiesahle and contmued 
dirott^ioui [he life of (he Catiuninic. So joyoui wite [he even aa [he 

thneat of die VersdEtliiij loomed ow ihem, ihii Viibcrs de JTsleTMicn wrote: 

WDidd you bdKve h? Pintu it liigliiiJfng end tmgmgj is about lo be 
aUacltcdi by a Tulhless uid ludDus Biiny and ihe bugbsf Fsiis It heimucd in 
on fU tides hy tiencha end fortficMionj, and yet ihae a» eomtr» wlihm 
dieae fotmkbhfe waHi whetf peofJe 

More ms^hifully, L Ponon cmjjtiasked underlying, the feitivtiy lay jin 
idealistic revoludonaty cxalladon: 

En ihese wjkmn ceremoniee. ihese fesantie*, ihese hudn joyouily fought, 
are bom (he great and subliiBe movrasniIs that cause peD|4r Eo break out of 
iheir habits and wi (hen tight crti i new ideal The eduoiod u)d potitive' 
diinlaiig, [he sceptically and the spiritually inclined, all find themselves 
involved In spite nf theOisclves, oiried JiJIig vsilh the subfimt multiCude. 
Thu It hnw viable tevoludotis begin ind develop. One retums from each 
ualied experience as one would awaJte hnnv a dteatn, but the memory 
remalju of a mDiDcnt of ecstasy, an lUuitOn of huxnuiy.^* 

But what in fact was the Commune? The word has multiple tnearungs that 
depend upon the oonlexL in which it Ls used. Derived hrHii the nlEdlevai Latin 
itorighwlly meant a communaJicy or i corpocate oomTnuruty, that 19 , 
ii muniapallfy. As Europcui Iqwiu and cities had devefoped self-governing 
uu4iruil0iu aiKC ihc tnedlcvii oa, coniinunr hid also cotne to mem i ciiy 
coundl Finally^ French revoluttonsy hisiDiy unpamd to ihc Comiaiiinc a 
unl^uety radica] oonjicitatiDn. (he popular cbty coundl of 1793 wid generally 
regarded ts the most radical munidpiL force m the Oteai Eevohiuon, vndl it 
was purged by RobespKrre. The Patris Cammunc of 1793 included not Only [he 
communihly and the dry OOundl hut also the supporters Uld Institutions of the 
exu-eme Left, which implsady Included the sectlnns and even the ndkai dubs 
mio which (he were molhlized 

As Ibr ld71. the ‘Commune of Rms,~ which ippored at (he botlom of 
decTcci und called for mabtlLjia'Eion In rhe ^nng of thai year, m<an(, sirlctly 
spcJdng, (he Communal CoundL. the assembly of delegates who had been 
dected the City couna]. As a subtiftuie for the TTrinisutes that emited undei: 
the Govemitiini oF Manonil Drfeti*e, tha Communal Gatindl created rt«e 
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wftimiHtiMU. ii%o» ojxrmwHu wh* wpcrvuisl ml n»rduaud bjr hi 
E xecuuvc Ccnunusion. AJEhnu^ each cjammiisdon was chu^d uilh i specific 
£ovemmcnEil portTcilio-, ihc Commiltial CouFlciJ as ^ whole tmded [0 preempt 
mosi of ihe acvnndes ot its cammissLcns, whieh often mearii ihat nutiy praetieiL 
details w^re neglected exccjM Itii ntietgcnjdet. 

Cociascing «nih the Comfiwnal Cornell w*s ihe Cencrai OBsmirMt (jf ^le 
Naocm^l <7UHd (wtuch hid welcomed the Qxmmuric and surrendered all ol its 
powers to Ll wiih much Eunfire—Otil}' IP conunut mecPCl^ on Hi own 
afterward), •** wdt a$ the Ddcjsation of the Twenty Arrondusements, and the 
Trade Untgn Fcderatian. In iddldon^ popular dubs eiiiaiCii Ln every 
arrondissemertt of PariSv wtuch also could be placed, together with the other 
otg^ouolions. undef the rubflC oi "ihe Commune." 

In 3 braid sense, then, dff of these iniHtUU^s mnsUCUUd the fViru 
Comraunc of J 871 the Couctci and the CommisEions (hit met HL die HAtd de 
\^lLe, the Central CommLLtcc of the National Gunid Fcdciatian, the Ddc^lion 
of the Twenty AriDndissemtntSi the trade unififtS, the 1 nteTruiiousi, the 
muEcilude of duh9v the Virtous oommictee^ of ihe NaDonal Oowd banahom, 
and the vt^gilanoe coiniivittcca—in short, the richly aiticulkled tody of 
or^ganizaaDns that gave iinmensil' vitality to Pansmii pofitkd life To define 
the Paris Commune enduslvdy in terms ol ihc Coromunil CoLindl andi il^ 
CDcnmisuOriS is to Lose sight of the wealth of publk j^ctivity that engaged sJE the 
sociaUy consdous people of the capntsJ-^KCtviiy that the pmriLeged class 
pTefcuiiiUy Eeared w rridenn of rampatu aitd rcvolutioeiary aawdiy- 

But who were the deletes who wioe efntrd la the CoinniUne. or morr 
spccifkaU)' ihe Communal Ceomctl, ihc body that mei for wme thiHy-pne 
sessions at the Hdtd de ViElcT Out of a totaJ of ninety-two seais a good number 
actually went unoccupied: roughly Itllecn tP twenty were vacant, having been 
awarded DO modjCtale republicans hOtti the westem, boUTgePis half pf Pans who 
resigned immcdauly ifKf they were: eUcted ui pratesr of the Commune's 
fojiruiaan Other seats were hrid by ddegatrs m .absentia, sudi IS Clan^tU, who 
wfls in pnKin, or by Ganhalil, who was fiO longer in France, both had heen 
clcaed For eritiTELy honojiljc Tcasons. 

How working class were the dcIcgatcB? Only the rouj^rSl occupational 
estimatics are avidsbk—hence nnly a geneitlt sense of ihe Corntnunc's class 
composiEkm on be giToi Ahoul thiityhre were lutisains., sudi K eiiptiiicts, 
house deepthwort. musons. fneulwctrireTS, bpplthmdeTS and the like-. Thirty nr 
so enuLd be eJassed as miellectuats of sorts, such as jourcuiliStS, and another 
ekvrn were professionals, noiably doetprj, lawyers, and teachers. The 
remainder were derfcs, even businesstnen, nnd two were soJdlcn^ Only four 
or five iRdusUiat workers, frum bctaeics on the outikirts of pjms and railway 
shop^ cam be ideniihcd—Indeed, (he Rendi mduscrial proleUilui had snU lu 
fmd Lis Identity and assciT Its micrests tn the lu-gfly ^mssn^ caplial. The 
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ifvtnigc oE the dde^tes has. 'pb^xd at tliLrty-KTf-n, b^t HO Hngit 
gcncranonal peup pfedominatsd. 

What v'js the pfi^ktliziL cotuposmon qF the CnminuiieF' ^gme qweniy^tve 
ihe delegates wen hco-jacobitis, btlowEd by HficeR or twenty ncc^ProuidhD- 
nisls and prqhHyndlolblS like Varlin, nint or ten BlanquIsU, a msiceUwy oF 
rpdlail repubElCtinSv a.n[i a Eew IntcmHliDti^isuwtia were InAuenecd by Mane— 
namety Leo Franket and Auguste SeraJlter, the Latter having been dispatdiEd by 
itiE GEREnl CoundE» an observer. 'Wlien by^Lcerions were held on April 16 to 
fdl the seati oj iho^ who had resided, the JuGobiti contm^Eht i¥ai tnereasod 
by rune dek(i»Mj, ihe Prondhonist? by sl)£ (mdudlng jfTiliaKi oF [h« 
IntcTiuUoiulh ind the Blanquists by two. 

Alihoug^ the NanqUisIs wen a tnUHtlty. H wal they who ihc 
<j 0 imitiinit Cwrtcil whatesvf hoy militaiicy il Imi Having uf^enity detnanded 
HI HUCk Ml Vmadles when Thiers DciL llicy nKiUnucd Do argue that ihe 
OmnoL ibootld tMitkfulte a mibiaty ofEenswe agamw the VenAndij and 
exercise repressive measiLres agauiat Ver^tui prop^nda Inside Pans—even 
-caltlrlg, ble Id the Cdimdl's Uc, Ebr the formabOrl of a CtMtUtUttEC oE Pliblic 
Safay. As dle<i«vt they were mltlwnly—they bdkved in 9 . dtcwnnfship oF 
Pans erver the rest af Franee—the Blanquists had iLttle ih ihc way df a eanriEle 
jioaiii or ecoTwmK ptogram. apurt irom » militant iL vague foatJbtn. 

The Jacobins. Inchoaw pohncally, were opposEd to jodalism, but ihcii 
radical rEpublLi^anLiin admitted the use of measures that the bourgEotsie tvoidd 
have regarded u socialistic, at a lime when laisses^strc dpiLaJism was 
becoiTiing the ideology of the day. The most proromeiit Jacobin in lha Couridl, 
the venerable Charles DeLcsduzc, believed ihaL France should be a "soda! 
dimjxfacy." by which he meant a potlycaHy (ind tn same exwfH ecotwniteaHy) 
more ‘‘cgalitainain*' SIKKty. &iit ihe word e^itoaunuin jniy eoimole anyihing 
from equality of opporlumty to equality of condiDon—and 14. IS IhM at il] dear 
thai Ddescilut nvoni ariyihiiig mme than equably of opponunity. reinfvnxd 
by a huniine ooftcem for the phght of the poor and downrrodderL His 
Siipporlrra do nod appear to have advanced much fwther m theif thinJimg than 
llobespKmsi Ideas of poUdcal egaLliananisiru the Oimmittet of PubLic Safety, 
and the Cnmniune oF 1793. Ihe poJidjcs they called for. in ihc maijt, would 
have been acocpublc to the earlier Commune. They getiflsaLly loolted asJtanee 
upon any meuvres that were more radkal than ^untjust's bid Ventbsc 
decrees, which h&d. pledged to divide the propeny of suspecu and oonvicied 
oppcmcTiis ckT the Convention mong needy pstiicits. Their opposition to 
SiOCiahsm notwithstanding, however, when 11 camc 10 pTactlC«1 detallSH 
especiHlIy In mlLllary matters and the fornuuDn of a Committee of PliLjltc 
Safety', the Jacobins jeilned with the Blanquists and ihe more radical 
Intemationalifis to form the majoniy voting fatoc in the Communi] Couml. 

The Proudhonlu Inienuiloniliits and more nuideraie lefHibhcaiu [«med 
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the Coininiinal CfliJncal'fl minaiiiy, and as iwe hav^ ssfn, they bclK'^ed in the 
priv^tr cwiiciship cl piD^crty. Indeed, ta soothe unfaunded bour^ois 
that the Comirfiyne was ahoui tn enpropnate the 'A^ralliiy, Praudhotiist 
pemdkaJs assuned the public that the Coonmuisc he^d pnvau propen]^ tri 
"SatTEd" JTgjinl aind weoild luilly tespect IL A lew days after the Cammunc was 
eSTJbllshed. one newspaper^ |ha Ssoaliff wr&ie SOOUhlueLy "'Be jsswred, 
bour^cjis and peasants, there is no question uf Tobbungyou of yuur conquests. 
Vou le^UimaLe^ pc^sses* what you haww gained AJlhougili the Proudhonists 
were tn. the mmonty un ihe Council, they had reasern la make sudi an 
HmrarttDC in the name of the Cummune because, as ^Hnuel Bernstein ubserves: 

Whatever sodal and cronomijc prograinTnc the Commune had. stemmed 
fTom the IPrensdhonisi Intemanonaltstsl. The pnmary demands wete 
E^oudhamst, such as free credit, co-operadan, a peopJes's bank and free 
cxchan^ of the products of Labour. ... HtsLoty, to be sunt, had pulled them 
into strikes and politkal acuctn. But they preferred autohoiny and federalism 
lo centralism, a cardinal point with neoj^eobins and BlanqurstS-^^ 

In pracuce, the concrue l^udhonlsi demands dad not add up to much; the 
Commune was too besieged. quaaTelsome, and short-hved lo effectuate much of 
an ccohomic piogram belbie it was trushed. 

If socialism is w be defined m any modem sense (especially as proletaiian 
socialism), as a cooperative society involving ibe public ownership of ihe means 
y[ pfoduction—including wortehops, factories, and land—then apart possibly 
from Mo FTinkel and the oilw non-PtomdbtyniiL lnwfnaiJt>nalis[s on the 
Council, the Paris Commune of 1BT1 was noi soaaJist. Certainly, ihe 
Commune's praetkea were neither Babcnivist nor Mandst, let atone anarchist 
m Bakynki'j colkcdvut settM of the word. If, mote sukdy speaking, the 
Commune is conceived as a government -of workers or a "woikers" state," the 
MUderit of the Commune encounlets even more ambiguities. Most strikingly, 
ihe Councal did not expropriate the or tty to soclalue the many 

workshops and indualriai facilities of Paris. There is nothing, in fact, to show 
Thai most of its dtlegaws ever intended to do 50—We hive seen, moil of the 
delegates on the Council were Jaeobitis, EoQowed by Proudhondsts. who 
together believed In pliv^le properly. 

The only ofEicaal program that the Commune ever promulgated, publisihed in 
the jOHrndf oJfiriEl of April lO, was notable not only for Lis brevity but Idr ict 
largely poliucal demands.’* It c^led for the reeagpioon of the republic {whkh 
ihe NatLotial Assembly, as yet, had noi formally pjoclalmedk and many of its 
alfirmations were munkipalist m nature, mvoking ihc "mhetenl righu" O'! the 
Commune itself. It asserted (he right oE French communes lo function 
autonomously based on a Proudhonist "contract of assoculion'' to "secure the 


T>aFAJUSCaHUU?fEOF It'l 131 


ll^r^^Ey cf FTaMr," aUirmii^ the CrniraiiLm's "tnhefenc nf|ht“ u> vtrte its cwn 
budgets and LweJ, and 'CreaK tu own adnumsuatwe. JudiiHal, and police 
apparatus. Nh otJ^ were dectiiDTis bo be fm, tojl 'vtHen wouJd also have "the 
permaneni; r^hl of CMiUiol and leviocallioh" o( all magistfJto. Otlaeni went W 
enjoy the rl^L of "peirnaneru injieiventLon into Comcnttna] Aitaus by the bee 
manifesupori of ihcit ideas and the &M defense of lhe*r inUKHj."'’ 

Sul the progjam e^rprts^ nc oooncrumient whatsoevET to ihr coftccdvc 
cwnetship of property—a lamoa ihaJl was of deep eonutn 10 the aiurdlLM 
ooramiunisi Peter Ktopotlan in hts dJtcussien of ibt Ommune Nowhere did 
the Oimmunc's peogpam even make basic assertioni of irUsina] soculisin far 
the ’"orgnwiiMiniKn of worit" or the "tight 10 work." whiith wm unusual 
cofisidenng dun r»rt radlod French sockslisis of the emw wee mU Rtamty 
assooBtHHiuL To be sure, U. died the 'hbdy of wofk" and expressed the 
Commutte's uttenbon m ''uiuveTsafiK power and property ocoofding to ihc 
[Kocssities of the mptnenL" But such a lighl couCd haw been ewerosed by any 
bourgeois fd^eerntnenl as a lesponsc Ur ^e dOgetKiS of wai.'* 

The essejuully nonstjciaklsi njocte of die Plans Commune u somewhai 
tnoiuc. constdenevg (hat (he Oommune quickly heeante legendary tn the 
liniemaUOipal soctatisi inovemem as a socialist upn^g, perhaps becHiK of the 
ThecoriiC srClajlnlecl by its more radio] adherents, espedalLy the Slanc|utsts and 
the nun-ProLLdhunlSt InieniatiDnajisls, as well tlS mLscetUneous cLSM^tiSClOUj 
wcitkcis and InKllcDluaJs Yet to clll the Ommiine "sacdailiil;" in any modem, 
proLecarun KIIIC b to stretch the meanmg of the (enn beyond TcCogcution until 
it is bsi m ■ foggy rvotiaTi of "equaUy" tn^st noneocpJoitauvie entetpriscs. The 
aclud social pncuces of the Cornmutw, d anyihang. wffc oritnied toward 
amsanal soaaliem but even in this lespetiL as we will see, its efforts Urward 
sponsoring ihe creilMHi of ■ eco^rejattve soctfly, (he Imei of Louis Plane, 
were tulffwaiud U best flroukaliy, Hanc himseU. having reUimed I0 Paris 
bom Engfand wtlh (he fail of Louis-Nafnlron. q;tuetly atCnig as a 
teprescTVLiUvc bl the NatioiLii Assembly at Venailfes.) 

Alchou^ there tj. no imponanE evidence tluL most members of the 
CoTiimunil Council meani to expropiiale thr bourgeoisie, there was fflruch IaJL 
in [he capita] about the posaabdilieS for workers' contfol ot produerkm, 
particuUrly In (he large faciortca on the outskiits of Parts, and for a more 
£jq[iu[able diainbuuon of goods and the wealth of the counuy. But this ulk was 
trot formuLitcd Into a systematic pTogram that wen( beynivd mural cries for 
economicJuuice and denuntiaikins ol dass eMploitanori- The moubroidly felt 
view of the irUsanaL trodihsts in Paris was that the incaiui of life should be 
distributed based Oh toll, not Oh the owrtetshrp of eepLuJ. Put coHot^julaliy; they 
s^ood for Iht "wipTherT against the bcs»«‘‘—a deeply «mif class ccmactous- 
nesfi, m be Hffifw but hardly die programmaw or ihooretKiJ rouhcUhorLi for 
ending ihe pow^ of Capita] in France- 
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[iwirk, wrtc i|m DDCicreti Economw: po^teUS* flf ihf ComnfLurie? The Tinl 
Ltcni an the Cotmdt'; cocnacnE jgcTidi wis (a counteract ihe spcafic pieces ot 
unfeellni ihJI iHe Niuuiuj Asentbtjf w H^tnl upon ihe wWkers 

aul mukllc d=*H<5 On Mjaxh emly ma dayf a/ler II wu nuu^uraied, ihe 
Cmmci] TcmsUtcd ihc nwntiurivm on cA'crduc ima, much Da ihr rdtef □! 
□rctinary P9ui5ii.ria On April 12, not widliauT contiiden^lc wrangting, tt also 
FEfnstaiAj [he iiK 7 raLnrlum on nvrniur cnirmEicial blLI$^, buL parlly because nf 
IB cpjaljiis about eS'emdrag the sensibtlides eJ PsTUiafi '"cwruneraal miereiti"-- 
[hit more wiel1-i<?-do enlrcprenturs who were leasi; frtendly Lo the Commune— 
the Cutinci] did rial cffIdAlly announce [his mcasAirc umi] AptiL IS The delay 
undoubicdly indUMcJ the titiancaalLy vulnewMe V? wemder hcfw real wiM [he 
concern of the Commune for ihnr own mtereaU. Insofar as both ihese 
moRHOrtUrtiS had been enacted by ihe cld bourgeob Goweraineiii of Nitbotlal 
Defense in a Umc of itJlional cmerjgency, then abtofuted by a vmdkrivt 
NzUwnail Assembly, iNeu rfUiSUlcmenL however huinine II was,, on hardly he 
regarded as rwolucMHwry. The nwrawrhurns wete benh popular, bui ^ 
Coimdl's qualms >b<7Ul rushing ici reinsiate the delay on overdue bills if a 
striking; example of L15 coonotnic conservatism, teflectln|’ ihc awe in which the 
Froudhonists held property, aedit, and hanking pcnEClccs. Ind^d. it was not 
until Apnl J5—nrariy i month after its esabltshinenL—ihai the Council 
requisitioned vacant lodgings for the homeless. 

Nor did it behave With COnfipLiSUous zeal in dealing with one of the issues 
most vesting for (ho working class—die NiUonal Ajsembly's heardess taw 
peTmitting the sale of goods lhal had been pawned In (he stale pawnshop. 
Mont de Piett Tof afidiftny Pantiinst cwiotilatiOn tif the Af«i!(iW/i legjBtaikni 
was impentive'—indeed, nuny of ihc poorest arusons h>d pawned ihck roots 
Midevni thed doihirigdunng ihe rnost difficult rrwtnrnis of the skgc.flDl (hat 
the pawnshop had been much of a twon lo woTtetig people- Although Mont dc 
Piece was the dty's largest ncdpicnt of tvooTters' pawned jp^ods. it had been 
panieularly biased, at has been noted, against the poDtesi workers, charging the 
highest inierest rate* feu Itans an the lea^ «!peinslvc Liemi, and the lowest cates 
for those on I he most expensive items Nonelheless, allowing the pawned 
goods bo be sold had bceti. i cniel blow on the part of the Assembly, cUvesiing 
workers qf the inudl'needed person^ possessicn; and tbOils, 

Once (he CommutK was in powicr, the cauccJlUon of the Anombl/Si 
tegislaiHn was. hcM up by a Ihidy debate In tht Counal over the issue of 
sodakzir^ (hr pawnshop The Coundi's ddci^ites irgUcd mirmcly anoug 
iheitwelvra about whflhltr ih* pasvmhop should be nmonaJiaod (as tiac 
hhnqusts ihought). modified (the Imti^his). aboblhed (ibe revotuommy 
soaalists), rumed (ruo a workns" bank (the ProudhOnUU), or umply left as H 
was (a variety of republicans'). Not unnl May 7. more than five wtekf after ihe 
Commune had been bmughi irrto existence, was the decree camteling the 
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law proctauned, and m Uk end. llie Coutidl imile no tci iht 

pawii 5 hiap'& diDcctnrship; IL sknply r£newied tht old moraumuni. aUawin^ for die 
MSUDudon oI lOdf and household items oF up to rweniy francs Ln value. 

lo- be sure, many woTkers beneSted frxnn the CaundJ's decrees. Thus on 
April 37, employers v^ere forbidden lo deduci fines from wtirffiera' wagjes, and 
die next day, April iS, ihe exacting nigh work houis imposed an bakers were 
aboltshed- ^Ut even diis meafure was delayed beeawe oF the protests of bakery 
owners. Moreover, ihc CuundJ also aholtsbed ihe irvnefdc tnavrtif, the porsonaJ 
record of employment ihai every worker had been drliged lo carry and show to 
any new employer. 

From 3 IcFtla ptrspcclivE. the tnosi celebrated of the Council's decrees was 
die tjne Issued on April 1& that concerned die empty factories anad woiltdiops 
whose owners had ded Paris during the siege. These vacated premises, 
according to dietiewlaw, cotild be. transformed into self-nwMged cooperanvies. 
To radicals of the dme the measure on cooperathTS seemed a remarkable 
instance of assoriadcinism, but the Bict remadtis lhai the besieged TegRne had tO 
mobilize producbou iJi any way it could, and any bourgeois regime under 
Similar clrviiumsiaiKes of impending military threat could have created 
oooperarivics to do so. In all, about ten factories WcH talten over and TVn as 
ociopera.ilyes by the trade unions^ The new indusuial cooperadves, it should be 
emphasired, were not creatcrl as a result of expropriations; in fact, although the 
former owners were scalhingly denounced ai towards for Fleeimg Paris, they 
Were promised Fitundal IcStHudon For their propeny when they returned. By 
contrast, the Urge CaiL fauory, which had been coctdnuiilly trmibltd by Strikes 
and class antagonisms, was left completely ULotCUChed. 

To be SUM, the Commune did ny to pnomotc voluntary produoets' 
associaiions, m which pnvately owned worttshops cooperated Wllh each Other 
in sharing lesouroes and fixing prices. Abo-Ut rMf>HhTee itrch craft cooperalaves 
were esciibllshed, but few of them were able to get under way before thefr 
workers were obliged to mouni barricades aj^inst the VerSdilliilS. Moreover, 
They faced problems typkal of lateir atiempcs at whai came to be called workers' 
conrreJ: the rnarket threw ihem into eompetitkin with completely iridependeni 
enterprises, tkneralty, in fact, such pcoduccra' cooperatives have a disconcert¬ 
ing tendency to drift toward "coLloaSve capitalLsm." Not only do they tend to 
become pari of the capiiabst system, but (heir ability lO' sUfvtve as ewperadves 
is impaired when conventional Independent worikihopB can chaage Less fot 
ibeir products than the cooperadves, thereby driving them out of busmess or 
forcing them m compete with each Other. 

IfnJcnunately, Proudhon had nol explained in hts wndngs how this 
problem of marketplace competition could be overcome, but cjpliaitir 
eecrnomic imperadves reigned no less m '‘red'‘ Paris than in “white" Vecaalllei 
ConUary to all ideas of artisanal sociahsiii, the Comtnuive tended 10 buy not 
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hmn ihe COOpemUvcs. whbch badly ciecded paying cVMCinwrj, t7UI ’from Lh« 
ctiEapesL vendoT^—chf canvmtioiuiL IndcpEndicnt firms. Not until Miiy 12. in 
respoEisE to a surj^ oF ccutipUmwt did the Conamutie dlHigt Lis pdtlCy (0 Eavor 
cfi«ipeTaUve$ and hnsimcL its various agcndes to buy primaiiLy Fnoni them. That 
il to be pT[!ssurcd intu adhering 10 t basic tenet oj' artisanal sodalistn ks 
revealing of the Com«nune‘s fiscal conservansm and limited ectmwnic twitLool!. 

The Cctnunune's dealings with the Bank ol France were no bolder than those 
of the Centra] CcmmiTMt, more closely Tesemblmg oomte oper* ihun a 
challenge to a major hnandal insdiudon. Dn March 29, the daiy after the 
Commune's Lnauguttition. the CommuiH sent the sevenCy'StK-yearold Gtsirlrs 
tesla.y. an engitieer, to the Bank as lu delegwt Conpraty to whw one might 
have expected horn a revolutiunaiy socialist body., the Council did not 
authorize Besbay to assert the Coimnune's control over this iitunensely 
LmpoTuni insdiudon, .$dll lu j to hold it hoisiage agamst ihe enirre bourgeoifle 
of France. 'Rather, bis task was to cxerdse a vague surveillance over the Bank's 
activities Beslay was not predisposed tu be cotiiionLitioruil. least of all toward 
so anucte and powtrFuJ an etttetptlse: as a muotuL bank. The old man had 
been a friend ol Pmudbon. mdeed a fervent disdple, an assodaticHr that 
appears tu have disarmed what fartiitude he might have possessed in dealing 
with a large bank. Itonicalty. where Proudhon had onoe ctemarKled the 
"organization of eredit" on behalf of aausans, bis biend Beslay now stood in 
awe of the most important credit institution in Francc^wtutdi mighl havT been 
exproptiaiiod and cven Lransfortned into a Protidhonicti People'i Bank. 

Instead, the meenng between Beslay and the Marquis de Ploeuc, the Bank's 
acting gDy^nor, was the iKginning of a brautifuJ friendship. The crafty 
marquis, chaiUtig amiably, managed to ««bllsh a rapport wuh the old man 
that was to last: the entire life of the Commune. Personalty, Beslay thanked the 
mantuis for his publK-sptiiitedncss in heading an ambulance scrvkr during the 
sieg«, and the two warmly Sigrced that tlw floaticial Integrity of Pranee, not lo 
speak of her business interests, depended upon retammg the integrity ol her 
lilUnCiaJ institution—oSpociiUy ailer the day the NatLOCinl Gun^j rudely 
entered the bank to search Li For aims. The vigilant Beefay, wrapped kn the 
authority of bus red sash, dissuaded the Guards from intervenitig in the Bank's 
buslntSs and even took tip residence there Iti order 10 prevent further 
intrustuns. Meanwhile, for die remainder of the spnng. the marquis, while 
bonoring the fmandfll requesls of the Commune, syjtttnatlcady smuggled 
sizable amounts of gold out lo the VeruiJ^is—under the very nose of Beilay. 
The Council, for its part, seemed saltslied with the Batik as long as it was 
loaning it the relatively modest sums it requested. 

Marx was later to eLaito that the Commune would have needed more time 
than It liad to unfold its internal log^e—presumably a soctalistic Logic. But 
woutd the Commune have evolved urwizd sooaltsm. even if tiine hEid been cut 
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its Slide? Tti ridual AnliarLS, the toast humane ■liemjaves to the Exis4in£ 
eonomy wert HiU AStotiitims.—wd minigiMl 
by a sizable nunibti vf Utsoiy ROTliers or by coopertavts oi oaftspnfile in 
snuD ptmwly owTwd iMorbshoiH. Ai toast, the Camnttmt might luvt evvivei 
toward fosterio^ cooperaitves more ag^t&mdy But at we time seci. any 
noticiti t>f the OwntnhJp uid conEnol of the mcaiu ol pfodu^lkin ti^en by the 
mMtilflpaJity as a still ItfS tht nHMlMliiPW oi pr^perry, was far from 

the minds of the mijorlly of delegates The Cqtnmtint eLlhcr ignored t>T 
eschewed the need to create a Bodetyin whkb private ownership, the mailitAt, 
aod even profit would be ceplaced fey the soeiaL ownership of the meani oJ 
prodoctian and the dutnbutiDR of ^ods aixDfditvg 10 needls-^in short, A 
cotnmunbtU: soctery. 

Despite the ahurvdanct of red flags on the Gooununarid bimodes and ihr 
wealth of l^ends ihll hcvt grown up around the Commune itsdf it was not 
the eiinuit or ewi iKteasaKly the most chssooiuomis of the nHseiicen!h- 
uniuiy molutMfu. The June insurrciition of llSdB—whtch, by compsuliOU 
with the Commune, the revoluliDtiaiy tradlDOn hu llli but forgotten—was far 
cnorc cUMHrOTWaout and far more cornnutted to toaklng basic changes in the 
"oTg^kzatian of worh", h was even more audacwm in tis demands Co replace 
capitalist relatlofti of production with coopetatlve cmes. In his closely 
researched wmpsritiv* sttedy of the June insumottiOTi of and the 
Commune of IdTi, Roger V. Gould has shown that the class nature of (he 
Commune his been ovetetnphasized at the expense oE Its tide features—to 
wbkh 1 wwld add hi pniJiOtic fe-wures. Where the June IB^ uprising widely 
demanded the emanci{U(ton of woiher^ the Commutul Coundl {Mid the 
Cenin] Cotnmliue of the Natknul Guard Federaaori]! addrt»«d themsdves 
EWtrwheliiin^gty w the CtUZervy as a whole. The Conunuric's "demands lor 
municipal liberties and the safeguarding of the Republic,* CtiUld observes,, were 
fsr diffrterit from (he eUlSi-oflcnlied saiements and prodanuOotis common In 
IJMS: 

The Ccfl(ral Ccminitlcc of ihe Nawmal Guard Fedemtian, in its own 
carefully drafted attnoimcemenL of efcclions (0 the Commune> made ii 
abufidanily dear that the ccmsiituetwy on whose behalf tt saw itself u 
acting—the ootijthuenty, in other words,, of the rcvoludou itself—was the 
cfthTt fitly of Puns, irrespective of dJSJ posmem.!^ 

Whai the insurgetKy of June IS48 and the Cmmnunt have m comnwa is 
■hat (hey wem both cxpeesaumsi of amsanal socialiant. one conmig cuHy, dumtg 
its period of hegemony, and the otber ai its waning phase. Ln irkarked conlra4i 
to the insurgents of June, ihe Commune's approach, both Ln Lts declarations 
and in Us pracUces. was notable fonts mjaderatiem. [n this respect—oortUary to 





(hr proiniticnt place It has been g^n in the hisuxry cif socialism—the 
Corrunnne marled a reueai fhom lilt hligh pninl nf tlu arlisanaj soualisc 
a^toDon ihat had. been reached in IB4B. 


THE CONFLICTS WITHIN THE COMMUNE 

On the day fallDwing Lis inau^natijoru. the Oommune created cnmniiissiaiis 
L'wrespondLng (0 [he Kgular mlnlstrits of the tMdanal goMemmeni. The most 
impoTtam of these, dunti^ the ear]}/ necks, were the Exeeinive Ctiminis^san and 
the Mililary tomjiiissiDn. The Eacculive Comcrijssion composed of four 
clvilifins md [hTtf mlllwiT/ ofRcers The WhliAtls were Gustave Lefrantins, a 
E’roudhanist schoo^teacheT^ Gustave Tridcin, a fervent Blanqnisi and icmmaliai- 
hjslotijin: Icdnuard VaGlant, a Etanquist enj^Lnecrin^ student; and the 
nilschicvnuj Pyac, whose oltrswtlicsl theioTK wjs equaled only by his 
canning m extricating hJmsdf from dangeroLia situaikins. The three melitaiy 
membejs. were Jules Bergeret, a bookshop worker whose main military 
qu^liElcauon was that be had been etteted 10 1 leading position Ln the National 
Guard; EmGe Duval, a oomimrred BlairquiSii steelworker who had urg^d an 
immedlaLc alladt on Versailles aEier March IB; and Ftnile Eudes^ the BlanquLst 
student wlift had also aH«k on Versiilles. 

The MiLitaty CominissLCin, for its part, contained all three of the Execudve 
Commission officers—Eergerel, ThrvaL and Eudes—as well as Gustave 
Flouieni, whoM (lamboyant role in the Ociober 31 attack on ihc HStet dt 
Villc had gained him a reputation for courage and mihtanq/. Racart Eiganlt and 
ThiOphile Ferre, both yoorng Elanquisls, took charge of Security—that is, of the 
Fansnan police 

Unlike the Prtwudonal Gtivernmern In ld4S, the Commune also created a 
Labor and Eachange Commission, as ci,Tdence of its concern far ihc interests of 
the Pans-ian working class Sitting cm this commission and ihe Industry 
Commission were three of the Commune's most prominent Intcmaticinalists 
and sotiahsti: the jeweler Leo Frankel (who was in close touch with MantJ, the 
bronze worker Albert ThleK, Jnd the puWidSl beiwti Malon. The syndicalist 
and IntemalionalLst Eugene Variin sat on the Fiivance Commission, together 
wich chs Imem^donalSjE li'iaor o^nt and the bu'mbiing rvoudhoniit Charles 
Ecsiay. Mendon. should also be made of one of the Gommune^Si 
impressive figutes, the aging and Jilsngjscobsnioumatlst Charles Ddesduze, 
who tried to let younger, more energetic indEviduuls Lake leading roles in the 
Commune but was continually drawn into Ll by the dcuwtMhrig problems it 
^ced. 

As a whole, the Co'mmunal Council and its commis^ni were too dispor^tt 
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idcologKsJky and Lnduded too iiuny prickly iFitcLIrcEOJ^;! Jind tVCA bohmuaiu lo 
function cf^cwtly. Use Proudhotiiau wctt (mbactlcd wiih the fowlisu, w^iUe 
the JacobiTU (jutted with almost evayGne, indu(tinK tuh iTtlhEi. Moreover, 
mUiy tii (tie Commujica mtmhers were answerable U tnuLupie OOnMituendes. 
Too ofttfi, when ihe Commune asiempted xo cope with the city's nteds In an 
orderly laahlon. Lis tlfarts were impeded by (he presence many ^ooips and 
lnsdiuEUm» cLumln^ I'udsdiiciioh ever dilEcretii aspetis oi the capital's- lilt En 
rcaitty, however, the inauguration of the Communal Council on Mardi 28 had 
been of no gie«L ^gnlbcajicx to the various commitlets, dubi. and other local 
insdiyuons ibu tmbodkcf the Commune in (he everyday hk of ihc 
na^^ibarli[M(U ^or one, the hxal mayors of the omri^UiinnenU were ai 
ronsUtnl nUKUICe lO the Council, dullrixginig US daUAinjt that they 

alone were iht uk .governing ludiHuy in elwn dui ihey did not 

give up- unitd t(x>l NsiHiial Guard commiUecs^ ac&i^ on ihetr imi miliatb'e, 
sunply expdkd ih* mayors (romihe Bwidft For its, pant (he CfflEtalCofflmLtiee 
of the Nanoivd Guard Fe(ieruk>n—allhougfi il welcomed the Couneni and with 
mueh Eanfjn surTendered all Its legal powers to kt^-^1 oOnUnued to odsl, 
aEmoM as a paTaltd power to the Kbtet de 'Vilk, its pteoccupdElon with legal 
mceiias notwiihriAndlng Anndter oonscaiiL piescncc was the Dtltgalion of the 
Twenty ^ondissemcnts, which issued local chdkl^ii U many of the 
Commutuit Council's polides at the neighhorhood level. 

The plethora of comerntteej and ebbs that fiDumhed in the neighborhoods 
constituted stJL another level oi local power. Ancndatice mutt have vuied 
an^npously frwn one mecUng U) anothEr, but some Involved thousands of 
people. The palitical oirdaok of the clubs seems to have turged across the 
whole poliUrAl tpecUiun and often cOttsntVLWd i grange UUX of ctnt»1(KlC 
Jacobin andncteme lirbenarun Vitws ifon u> ihostof Vioici in The dub 

dcs ProleUires^ meeang m die Cbuidn. of SwnI'AmbfOMe, tar natnpk, 
emtdaan^ Ihe ndKal sections of dte Great lievubborn. denunded that die 
Commune dnui fwrt issuing decrees and seek popular UrtctioR for ins 
proposals, a view that was echoed by the Club Saan.i-N'lCflilatdei^liamps. 

but Kccional democracy or nor, the cJubs seem to have been very coiucious 
of ihemsclves U an ImpoeunI political phcnoinienOn. The Gub Saint-NiiccitilS' 
de^Ch^mps eahiblled a great de^ of iftldSUtvie m promgung a tederaimn of the 
clubs; it publiihed a dally fNktin oommunul to provitk BeCiOUhtS nf debates in 
the dlifnreni clubs and presort the vanous proposals that they bad accepted. In 
fact a shor^'lived Pederatkm of Clubs was established, as Edwards tells us, 
whose ceunnsiuee held daily meetings in the public SSSWUUKt building OJid 
whoM tndtvidual Oamponent clubs began "Lo circukite motions stmtHiE 
themselves When the ume came Icpt the Commune to reElit the troops of 
the Nation^ Auemhiy in the sueeis of Pans, the eiubs played i vital role in 
mobilizing pofHilar local suppon i<a die smtggle 
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Al3 (he« Venous coTflmuc^ts, a^wdl as [tie Coundl and iifi commissions, 
were plapicd by disa^cemcnls—pcJLlical. sociai, and unformnaltly^ perso- 
tial—[bai frcqucnliy Lhrciw ibem agiinic one anolher and wracked ihcm 
inimialty as well. The Partsian miiiniidpatily was dincLy m need oi a eommunaL 
CftnsHhidan that dearly delitifJled ihe ju.rtsdictkjin.s erfits many committecE and 
that esuhUstied ways to eoGa-dinate tts adreuiTustratiofi. No such oOflStlLtiUkin 
existed. Where the Assembly was centralisiic and statist, (he Camxnune was 
decetiiralisttc and conffdet^l, not only Ln admimaenng. (he city bm in Lis 
miJkda, ckT ^dira, as the Nadanal Guard was apprupmlely called. For (he iirst 
dme since 17$3. Vaclct's day. Pads had crea^ted a. loosely libcrUrian altcmative 
[0 central govepoment in France. Eut Ln the face of a mllLtaiy emergency ll 
would have been di£fijcu]i cnou^ to tnamtain (hds bbertaiian struciure, and 
even ihe most librnarian insdcutions re((Ulre a degree of cctitralizadon to deJeai 
a welJ-orgptnsed militaty force. Unfonunately, die fed/r^i were fdten as local in 
ihcir OTierHadon as the nest of the cluhs and diroTicfuseiTieTir otiganizatijOins. Their 
dedsknns were usually based Otl (he wJI of individuaL neighborhood 
commluecSi^ which often acted entirely pn thetr own. 

To add to these problems, the Cammunal Goundl's authonty was subverted 
when the Central Committer of the Nalinnal Guard FcderalKiti adamanlly 
refused to accept the fact that responsibility for —the miLiiary arm pC 

the Commune of Paris—no longer belonged to itself but was no-w (he province 
of ctie Military Commission The Ceniral Commiliee regarded the Commune as 
a purely ppltdcal and administrative body—and an madeciuaie one thsc— 
rather than a mJitary one and thus tried to recover the control over the Guard 
that il had suTrendcred with the instaUalion of the Commutiid Coundl. 

PinaJly, oven among the the hvaupnaJ Guard hanabpns often 

disregarded orders they leccived, whether they came from the Commune's 
MJlUiiy CommiSadon or EnOm the Ccniral Committee itself. Some anillei>' 
bauabons acted entirely on their own^ obeying no one but theu own 
independent dTrondissentmt cotruiiittces. OtlieTS went so far as to arrest their 
own cpmmanddTS if [hey suSjpeCKd them of any derellcuon of duty. Indeect so 
chaotic was ihedr behavior that they often made the Commune s military forre 
ossenlially dy3fu,ncdonal. Even in a lime of dire emergency, when th* 
Commune's military commanders ined tp mpbitize the city af^inst the 
^enfliflau, batlalians of /e wctt often unresponsive to their commands. 
Ironically, the Central Committee's auempt to assert itself at^ainst the 
Commune diverted its attention and energy from the tasit of brlnElng military 
discipline to the ranlts, and turning them mto die effective fading force that 
iht dty needed so desperately 

Not only wns the National Guard undiKipHned and chaouc, but as 
Lissagarwy emphasizes^ it wbs not (rained to fight as a Add army, dtspiie its 
vjJiant showing during the sorbe of January i5. The jiititt* were ai theU best as 
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d-Efenslvic force, not in aU^cka unjoin reguLai troops. A wdJ-trajncd, 
ij^perletitad, and dlsrapliiied Edcs;t might hswe hsd a gpod chance oi deJtaung 
Thiers's troops—especially in the eailydays trf the Commune—and ihe Guards 
tweift Certwnly StWhe motlvijffd than Uicir opponents, but di<y had ncm* of ihi 
quaiioes chat would have inade ihem fffecn'vie a^nsi a weU-orjganized. army. 
Despite small successes and arts of dniaordinaiy heroisn, the never 

won any nwjtor victories against the welUUsapltned ttrwJJliats. 


THE COMMUNE AT WAR 

The Gommune's Lnahility to coorddciaie the Guards axvd train them to become 
an oUensLve fighting for« was partlculMly trouWirtg In light of the faa ihai th^ 
Nadonal Assembly and the head of state in Versailles had absolutely no 
intention of allowing the Commune to continue (0 for any longer than It 
wjs obliged to. As the h1StM>' of Ksolpiionacy movements over the oentuiies 
has repeatedly revealed^ coimterrevGluticin takes no qnaiiej in any dass war. 
and as suctu if the Commune could hope to survive at all. It was ohhged to 
throw thc_^r;icTitS agilnsl the VertflUtotS quickly, before Thiers ajgld mobilize his 
Tegular army. 

This the Commune did not do. Nothing ccveatls the Commutte's naivtte 
bcllct titan its poblit rtspotlie W a bmiKd foray that the Wmartlflu made on 
April 1, to occupy a tamporaiy barracks at Courbevoic, some sin miles to the 
northwest of Paris. >Wlicn the National Guatdi engaged Thjers's forces that day, 
they acquliied themselves ptwrly—in fact, they fled, in 2 pdt-meU retreat. Thiers 
could havT ordered his troops to pursue the Deemg/^^ itito Parljv bot as-yet 
be did not feel bJS fottes wae Sti-ong enough, rwo weeks ajfrei he had vacated 
Pans, be aull had ^ total of only 35,000 disorganized troops and 3,000 
gendarmes at his disposal. 

But be did give evidence of his deadly inteTitKitii by esecuung five captured 
Communards, which caused the Commune to esrplode m iniured outrage. Itt a 
genuinely shocked dcnundatioTi, the Esetutivc ComwliSltfri declared, "Royal¬ 
ist conspiFaiiors have aTTACKGD. In spire of our moderate atdnide, the}' have 
ATTACKED." This reaction was surely highly symptomJtk of a larger problem: 
char the Commune eaepms^d aback at being attacked in the midst of a cnnQiu 
that was, tf hot a desr-cut class war. then dearly a soda! w?r, was self-dtcepUwe 
in the eKtreme. Thar n could have been so shocked levealcd an absence of 
psychologies fortlcude and political SophiSli'MliiJh, ttot » spsah of an 
unpreparednew w demtUilhedly resist its resolute and committed ecKiuy, 

The Commune had not yet accepted the reality that it was facing a dvil wirr, 
ted by a ruthJeM enemy that was TemctsdesElyplanning its crterminaticih.. Men 
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undl il boo late did ii catnc to temu widi this {am—tHr tuJ[2e (bH tvCccssLly 
for a>nfi;on[jng its enemy whiLc il still tud n dlance lo prevait. The Eaklurre of ihe 
CeiUrd Comnituee Jnd then ihc Conimunat CooinclJ to perceive ihc mtetilimis 
of the V>TaiiJ&xis m the weeks a/lrr MEmdi their amtiniied qfuibhlmg (tvef 
rEpuhllcsn Itgjjliiy; iJie imeeitalnty ihu JUTfOUTided J^mosl every action (hey 
look outside a striedy "constituuonsi" frainevvioik ihai had yei to be defined; 
iheir trepidadon in dmling with ihc Bank cd France; diEfr respeu fisr the monkey 
thai lay uniodChed in various mlnisTTlM; and tbdr qjlMilms over eitpropriatiiig 
properly {whith even many bourgeois states would have done in waidiiK)—ill 
guatanieed the doom of the Parti Commune of ISTl. 

The failings of ihe National Guards—as w^ll si dieir OOUfage—^cre 
demonstrated very clearly on Apri] 3-4, just after ihe Vei^Wav, incursipn 00 
CouTbevoie. In bimd ouirage against the attack, insiinctivdy understanding dial 
il was necEfisaiy to mount a counterattack, the Commune imdenook a ^gtand 
sortie" aj^ainsl Thiers's Iroops Apart from his incursion nf the day before, 
Thiers bad helped ibis endeavor along, by making bdligcrcndy provocative 
statemenis and sending shdls Ltuo the capiiid. The ptwipoct of a full'SCaJr dvfi 
war. which had still seemed soinewhai nf an abstraction, now became sparingly 
real. 

At a meeung the night before the sonie, the Cpmmunat CMincU gsive 
Command of the jiiicfehrs lo Guslave-PauJ Cluserel, a professictnal officer who, 
odd^ enough, bad begun his nulitary career as a rraetionary, capmring 
barricades in June 1S4S, bur laier developed more llbetat sympathlti He 
served as a Union officer in the American Givi] War, then shifted his allegianec 
to the TttwmanoTOl. His deiractora often ailed him "ihc Yankee" because, bke 
many American oEficers. his uniform was slovenly ^d his demeanor 
e4SygoLng,'--and be sported a cherool, in the fashion of Gencial U.S. Grant 
Despite bis democratic "Tfatikee" mannerlsifts, however, Cluserei was a stem 
discipfinarian who vowed to shape the National Guard mio R higb^ disciplined 
milliaty force but he regarded the ‘"grand sortie" that was planned foe the next 
day as a tecfeless and doomed endeavot. Led by ofhcers who were whol^ 
unqualified to mount it In any case, having been appointed (he: Coirunune's 
war delegMe only ai ttie bsi mitiule, there was litde he could do to iruprewe its 
prospects. As Edwards notes, he "wisely avoided taking tesponsibibty, leaving 
ttw Other generals Lo see ihroq^ what they had so rashly begun"^ 

And rash it was. The. most ardent proponents of the sonie were the membeis 
of the Military Coirtmissicm: Duval, Eudes^ and ihe former bookseller Etetgeret, 
According to the plan of attack, each of these tnexpenccued afficers was to head 
a culunin, lead il oul of oeh of the wesiem p - m , march to Veraalltea, then 
Kinverge with ihe olher two columns to make a comUiron b*wuH. As Ussagany 
bUtelly observes;, this simple plan would have been "easy oF esecu.ijoti'* had 
there b«n "eiperienoed ofikers smd solid heads of oolomn," 
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But most of ttlc ballalioiis had been unihouiofwl^ HifiCc the 18th. March, the 
NatujnaL Guard} wlthoui; iMra, and the gennaLs who dMutned the 
rcspo[idib]Ll(y of leading 40.000 men had never conducted J itngLc battalion 
into the ftcEd, They ne^e^ted e^'en ihc most elcincntaty ppecauoons, knew 
not how to callcol arUllEry, ajniDUTiition-'waggun}, or anibulaciecs^ JoiKot to 
make an order ef iIk day, atid left ihe men for sevttal bour* wuhoul food in 
a penetratl'Ti^ fo^ Every Federal chosi: ihr chief tic liked brst. Many had nn 
cartndfieS, and hclicvEd the sortie Lo be a Simple demtHiJUlUOn.^' 

The columns departed, from Fans in a FesUve IriOOd, even IcCompanKd by 
w*mm and ihddfni. naively asiumm^ thai when they entidurufjed die 
Venmibu sofdKTIi, ihc mnk-and-hle, Taiher than f^l (henv wauLd instantly 
fratenuzc wlh then- National Guard brothm^ M they hid done on Minh 1& 
At * Moull. ihe ifitc pwf^ ecpupiwd and dwmjg^ly imfiqnred for 
anysenoui Ei^uni,. 

Nm JarpE«m§|y, evcrythiiifi wml wrong, When die nmiHemmcst column— 
the 15.000 under Bergewt's •CtHnmand—marched Tioithv«sl toward the 

viLla^ of llvdl (wldl only eigh^ cannonsix diey were ofallg.td EC by Motit^ 
Valcrirr, ihr mOst jfstvotaJ fort on the PatiSUn miliiaty penmeter—the one that 
the Central Ccmmllltc had nei^eicted lo take when il lay viTtUJlly unacnupicd 
immedLatcly ifter March 1ft. A miriDr was drcalatin.£ imonj; the /e'd^nfs that the 
fan wai Timr hack in ihc Commune's hands^ hut this ruiWJT was emirely false. 
As Bergeret'* columtl passed Uk faru 'F'etsaiJliis artillery Arc erupted and lainEd 
on ihc Guards, pritdudng complete panic. Bergerft'sJ^i^, wholly IStcmlshtd, 
sottfred inis I he fidds shcojtmg "TrtJCheryl" and ihc entire righ( flank Oed m 
hasu, hudmj; buck, to Pans is cjuiddy as ihdr Eeet Csuld cktry them. Bri^crel 
continued on with a few troops, coining wnbin fauj mtlfs of Vtf^atJkt. JJier 
wfiicb he ftniUy htd m wiiJtdrTW Bouiens,. who was aUadied to this cdIuiilii, 
reached RjuctI wilh a handful of men. but there he wpi kriled. sword in huid. by 
a VrTsaJfas cavahy ofluxr. 

On The ctnjeme left Aank sf the march, the column under Duval did no 
better. Lackmi uldlery and suihdent cartridges, the reirtUied, 

abandoning Duvul to the V'fTMilfnis. who executed him. As far the center, (hr 
10.000 Guards under F.udes managed to push due west to Meudon, but 
Ui'klTig Sufficient ffniUicry and ammuniPoh 10 cake ibe wdt-fortlflecl Veraulftais 
ga^Tison. they retreated back to a stremg paint near Pans. iFottunately, gUhS 
were TUjhtd from the capital in time to prevent |he VcTS«11es iruopa irom 
taking the ofTcnsive. 

Thr scriic wu j dreisNe turning putot m the miliiaiy fortunes ol Parts and 
Versailles. The Pam Commune was never again to utideruke a major olfrnstve 
against Thim, and the Natianal Guard, despite liTnlled Vucocsses and 
individual kU cl exmondinaiy hertHsm, viicn no imsor victories over its 
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cncmiES. The Vffviriiiq, in lum. rniboLdinied hy thnr nclary. moved sceadity 
dOttf In Pans, crua^ Hich » Is«t cm May 9 Md V»iv«s on May 
13. Wuhm a maiier days. Thkxs's forces—ranf^xced hf die ihousands 
French war pruonm iMi Diisinuii^ had rdnsed pKCtuly for ihu twtpose^ 
were on^y a fr* hundftd yards frewn the aly's walls. 

On April 6 . in resjwnie 10 the eXocuCions al ihc ttplUtied Cohimuniirds, the 
Commime parsed » Uw cm Hosufes, which pftnnhicd U w arrest and uy 
paiendil "hotva^s of the propJc of Pads." Indeed, a IcW ItuLviduEJs. indudin;^ 
the archbishop of l^rii, wort taken itiio custody, Hdd m rmd-'ApriJ die 
Commune ofUeMcl all of tiiese hostages to Thiers Jn exchange for the release of 
BlanquL But Thiers cannlly refused, observing that to ^ve the otd tevoluhonaty 
to the Commune wduld b* equivalent to providing IE wuh an srmy dsrps 

On May 1, due lo IntmuJ disputes, the Commune iircstedl Chiseiei and 
replaced him as mr dde^lr vnlh Louis Rossd, an able offloeT who had turned 
agwnsi the Sational A»cmbly heeauM of its captiulatwn ro ihe Prv^naet^ 
Rjossd used CO transform the S'atiotia] Guard into a dLsaplincd foice bui 
encountered the uSUil obsLrucImns over autonumy. A Ifitt (tunbcTyiint and 
JTtsptrtng uominiftder ihm his predecessoif. he cjuJtWy lewt the cemSdence of 
dic/i^nes as tvdi as hks crcdihiliEy with ihe Commune. C>nLy nine days after he 
Was appointed, he rested. In pat! because of the fsiJI pf Issy—the linchpin of 
the city's deretist—and Hed mio the warrens of Paris before he had to answer 
for real or imagined uulfcasanccs against the Commune. Iridccd. in the three 
weeks left to the Communard leaders, the quarrels among them InieTlsIhed. On 
May ], in ihe whJm ol the fall of Issy^ dieJaobblifi'Blanqubt miyority split wuh 
the Ttoudhonuu and some of (he EntcmatkHulksts mrr whether to hgbtm 
central control by etublnhmg a Cotnmftcec of Public Safety 

In ihe face of the mdiiaiy eituigrti^. dure oovld be kw disputes that oa. least 
some degree cf oentrillzed eoniliol wasvilal.but a UnoOrHIt oonflict arose over 
Uie «Kmnii[Cce'i narme. Th* Jacobins and Bianquiiia favored calling it die 
Commiccee pf PUblK Safety, invoking the iTadifton of which Chc^' saw 
(hcmselves the eonttnuhiion; but ihe Froudhonists aod itiany IntemwoFtallsu 
pomied out ihai LL waa the Committee of PuWbi; Safety that, m 1703. had 
dcstToyed (he Paci} Comniunc of that era. So bitter was the acrimony that Jules 
Miol, a Jacobin, dematldetl thai the itiitionry who opposed the name he tried as 
“Girgndlnj.'' Although Miot's demand was happily not fultUted. the majority in 
the Cotnmune—by *Ut votes—firially voted in favor ef the lU-itaned name. 

AJlhou^ its lUmc raised alarm* aboui a n#w lenor. the new Comntilliec of 
Pubbe Safety uiflidcd no mass executions on (he Cotfunune's opponents. In 
fact. i[ did lUde more than dose down oibcal or hovllk penoditiJi, enloiee 
consmpUoii (which die baLtahoais €>f ihe J^dMi camed out with 

considerable ind iasue idendty cards as e safeguard agamsi the 

agents In who were working lor VersadlLcs. Some uf lEt aeUonj wetehKrcly 
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symbolic, such as (he puliLug down of NaptiJeicici E's Vcdddaiic coLumri, a 
symbol of bon^a^Ci^t tm[>€Fijibsm aui rniiLtarisiri thjit hid bftn forced from 
cannons captured by ihc emperoT nfiet ihe hatcU of Austerbtz. Influcnord by 
Dtlescluzc, how^evrTt (1(W comtnitKe did matia^ to bririE ihe rtUjOricy and 
tpdioncy lOjeiheT m ihe waning days of Lhe CommUinc, aJchoiig^ they were by 
CIO means reconciled tdeotogicalLy Olf even freed of mutual dislrust T'he CenliaJ 
CominiUcr of the bfMKKwJ Guaftid^now essentially a corpse, artW (O terms wvth 
the Commune on issues of thdr TTSpetdve auiboriiy. But this ^giecraenl no 
longer had any mcaiainE: the Vewlte, remJof ced by newly released pflsonet^ 
cd war, were aboui to btcalt into the slreeLS of Patrs- 

On May 11 the fully assembled Commune was meeting at die Hole! de Vllte, 
preoccupied with a maltdous attcmpl by Jules MioL to p4l[ ClU-Seret on cnaf for 
lhe loss of Issy. Suddenly, at seven ^S'dlOCk In the evening, a member ol the 
CoininLttcc oi h^WiC Safely hn^ke in with ihe cry "Slop! Stop! I hjve a 
comiivun^pon of lhe utmost LmportBJice, for which I demand a sccnet 
session."” The VcnailJais, he inJorttied iht CsTmmune, bad found an enlry ml* 
Paris and were pouring tnio the ocy tn loree. 

it tnjgbl have been esgieeted ihat ai this point the Commune W'ould fmaUy 
rally Used lo taJtc Lmmediale and decisivt itubtary acuon. In tealUy, stunned, it 
managed to acpull Cluseret of the charges agamsL him; whereupon its members 
C[ylckly dispersed, each to his own arTimiilBtniCJit “Thus the coundl of the 
Commune disappeared from histoty and the Hfttel de Ville at ihe momenl of 
supreme danger, when ihe Versaillese penetrated Paris." As Lissagaray 
emphasizes m disgust, 

there wys no one lo demand a pcnnanenl coltllfHttee; no one to call on has 
colleague to wall here for news. ., There was no one lo insist A this crLUcitl 
moTTicnl of uncertainty, when h might be necessary lo impnovtse S plan cA 
dtlen« at d inoment.'s nolice or lake a great resolution in care of disasLer.^^ 

li wfc he uitimaw Inepncude of a conHktcd, oflen oonlusid, and tragic group 
of men lacking any dear political or orgatlUatlonal direcrion. 


THE BLOODY WEEK OF MAY 22-28 

by mkl-Haiy, Tbiers's troops had moved so tlOM to ibc stHithwcstcm wall of 
Paris thai their ccmvcrsaocin eoiild be overheaird by the/KlfieS on he cnhcr side, 
only a few yards away. Despite these advances, however, they slfU coutd not 
breach ibe wall: ihdt prrvigu^ atiempts to enter the dty hstd been repelled 
nfieci etwUgh to render hem ejttremcJy prurient about launching a tbreoi 
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frcnuL JtiKk. Instr^d, Lhcy ronliciuEcl Oidr heavy artilLecy bombajidmeTi! dFi^ie 
dty U(»l<nown m [h<m> howevtr, they mlghc w<ll havi maiiE: 3. succtu^l ffttay 
LtiU) ttiE dty bcciLisc ihe federti hsid carelessly laded to guard Icey p^rti pf iIk 
waI] ihAE wne highly vulntrabk to Aixack 

On Friday. May 21. omc DucatcL was laJdjig an ilcernoon lUoH near ihe 
POfne dc E^olnt du Jour, in die wulhwcslcrn pait of the dty. An cnpEieer lor (he 
Ocpvunmc of Putlk Wtirks^ Dw^Lel hid no sytnpaihk? for die Conunuiw. Jn 
ihc CHiFse of hlf w3il!k he happened In ncHke that nn^M^ wvh detending in 
wnmenMly fVU^gie area—indeed, ihu a g^te wh unguarded w>d aviitiUe for 
iKe vhinSr Al ihtec a'ctock he dimbcd m ihe mp pf ihe wiB. waved 9 whiK 
hindkcrdilri to ihe VctshBq iroops m the ollia stdc, and shouted, 'ConK'" 
The VnwUtui hesiuud, ihey had h«en deceiviaJ twice bdTarr m stmtliir 
idluaUmUi entenng the dly only m cncaunlef hre hpm ihc jed^rif A navil 
officet prudmi])i' tiudr his way over to ETuealel—and was islomshcd to And 
(hat 1 whole secdon of ihe wall md ns raitlpjHi were itldlxd complflwly 
deserted. ttrLuminj; to his Iroops, the naval oEhtxr telegraphed the news Lp 
GetlcrRl Ooiiay, the eominandLng dhrLsinna] officer, v^o lOoh eareful 
prctpuilpns to coniinn thai the call was hM > tHK, Ending the aruHcry 
bnmhRTdrtlcnl of ihe area, he ordered his troops to advanoE cireiully Into the 
city In small grcHip« B«ror« the day was out. soone 60.000 Vcrtoirieiu had 
entered Fbiu. and a full-scale assault upon |he apUal was Utider way. 

Thai n|gh( tMicscluzc. head of the CoEninitiee of PiihHc Safety and the 
jVd^n^' nomiiul domnuidileir. CKhiblied the CoenmutH's fatal prodlvlry for a 
jvtctly localized defense hy plasteiing Paris wlih posters calling 10 llw people 
and the Guards to tahe to the streets in deocRtralized barricade fighting. 
'TnCKIgh of miliiansiti, mj more iuff-officcrt," the poster declaimed, tvotang 
the myth of popular spontandty iir nuMiary engagenierm, 

Matie way Sctr the people, ihe bare^wnned fighters' The hour o( rewltitlonary 
war has struck The people know nothing of diboraie marroeuvm^ but 
when they have a nde tn their hands and ocMrie-siones under ih«r feet dwy 
hive no fear for the snaitguis of the iiu]inan;^Dr fchool^* 

The Fimsan working dm retpomded to the caO. «s they had btlcKC. by 
huiilding tamepdes. Starting chat lughl ODnuniimg for seveiat dleys, the 
Communards budi a wul ol 6C0. in all pans of the dey but ospeoalty in die 
eastern half As injune everyone tidped— women and duLdren 11 well M 
Itiett, piling nol only paivs but buscsi, cabs, furnishings, mattressei. and. even 
soal from the sUeets. In the workmg-dass disUkts in parttculnr, they foemed an 
mdlviduaJly sinmg but dtsorgafnieed network, entirely defensive in lUilUTt. 

Unlortunaiely. the had much to fear from "the slrnieglSU of ihr 

monarehieai school." As Cluserct and Rossel understood but Delctdast did 
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nM. and mctioJous planning ccunl for ^ cUal in »rid iticac 

fratiJTfj wrn <,'finspdinJCivslj Iwdcing anwng ihe Commkinards, “Wlien ihf 
>i^inuil;r oi War [Dclcsduzx] thus st%inati5C5 .^11 diSiripliiivt." UlflgjiTv^ 
observe*- iftrvchaHily^ henccJoith otetyl” 

When he rrpudialcs all method, u-lao will lisLcn to rtAS^n? Thui we ihlJl Ke 
hundreds ol rntn frfwin^ to r^vu Ihe juvtnuni ol ibfir sum, paying no 
heed to the naghbouhnf; quailcr in agonies, remaining nwIIMUtiH up Id ihc 
Um hour waging for the atniy » CORK «»d crvftwheim dwan^ 

rhe VVruitJltD dividnl ihentxlvcs into two major rofomiitSv one fof Mch bank 
o( the Seine tnihe we«emhull.iheyludrelaiivdylmledi£Ei£Ad(y[novin|iijfown 
HaulSnunn'a boulevards and o^Troombig the fideta’ resnianoc. MiKh oE the 
reslStilCKe they encoumeted '»m heroU;: PwJ Brunei, m parqiailn, compflrted 
himself with. eecraordLiwy bravery. No less sUikiiig was the bnllunt defense 
|it][ up by CicncraE Janoslav tfombrow^ki. i, Polish n^tlonalut oL ori^LOCriCk 
hneage, who had compLetdy IdenuEled with die Commune and held E?jck the 
VersulEfotl fQr nearly two mondis at NcuiUy with remarkBbLc coUfiLge 

But these heroic cases do not alter ihe- fact that many wofking-eUM Jii'clerrt 
defended Ihe bourgeolj pomons of (he dity with less zetiJ than they would have 
defended thetr own [juartiers. Most ol the banicades in western ond cerniral 
Pam gave way fairly rapidly to the sUpenlor fir^fKiwei and laolCS of the 
VerwUfdit In addiUon, Hwssmann's bread avenues enabled Thbers't men to 
I'xenite plnocr movements, unexpectedly taking barricade after barTicidc from 
the rear In facL the days when a hontat attack upon a barricade was ihe rulr 
had come to an end; henceforth the barricade would be merely a *ynib«bc 
^crudure mthcr than a military one 

Thiers knew, bowei-rr, that the RWL Eefocuus battlej still lay ihead. In ihc 
eastern half td the csiy. Those battles wiould havi been even mort ferooout if 
the Communards hid bear able to use ihe dghry-five cannons and |wq tIUU'en 
nwhtiM Itum ihai they collecwd on the haghts of McnUnaitre Bui unce 
Thien's aboeuve attempi to reoieve theiu in nud-kwch. Ehe gtim had been 
neglecied amd Wt to corrode—indeed, they wif* lU bm useless jfvsi when they 
wric most needed For the few diaiwne semkeafale, there wu hardly enough 
jmmunlDon. The same was true of the cannon:! in the arnlteiy park H ttifl 6col« 
Mihuire. The dtiorder m die Nanonat Guard, lo which all the generals 
appointed by the Commune had consistent^ fibjescted week after week, now 
left ihem with relauvely few usable cannons—the weapons par excellence that 
rhKrs wait osmg to dmiolish ihe OphaTs defenses. 

At nine o'clock on the morning of May ZX the Cc»rivmune—or rather, iweniy 
gf lit members-^ssernblMl agaiin at the Hotel de Vllfe, Apjwr Eronii rhetorU: and 
PyatT histrionics—he ple-dgcd, with terns in his eyes, to die on die hiwrlcides 
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ttHit disappejctd betore The fi^ihnng tamt too near and wai i«Ti m 
London, after the conflicL')—^he CommnjnRj CgojiuhJ hod little to eifrcr iis 
t«leaig:iiered 

On 23. Firci bro^re- out in majij iiiifiOrtint ijovernmmt building m [hf 
crm^ofthcdCf, Vii:ludinglheTvUna.dvFinuM«Mihii1}VH*t^l^H de 
V^lle, BiDfOng man^ orhers. VanoLuly caused by the mdlefy of dte Vefn^tJ^ 
by f^^a, the burnings cleaned ihc way for guns to arrest the (hnluu^ 
mwf menis of both sides. Later, Ttvierj waa only too- eigct to cJaiiim that the bres 
bud been Ebte work of pe&otniui^ or “woiKn mcendsnoH.'" an accitsanon that,, 
hkr lO many olhrrt g/enctared by the has ban fthown to be cnUtely 

spurious To tM -lure, lew,' Ommunards wcmld have wept lo see the SytTitwIs of 
French roy^ism. such ss ihe Tulieries and the LouTce. ^ up in Haitirs; but 
nciiher tbie Commune nnr Uk worken cried to syHetnatioally bum down Pam 
In all bkekbood. (be bom^vdmeni of iho otry by du Vet^adWts desmoytd mote: 
structures than the Cominunardi did. 

^ut what \i iudubiiably irtic If that the bloody Kprrssion ntmi condticiod by 
the VcFsatliau—the ptiJlge tbui Thiers bud urged upon UjOuitPhilippe In Id+fl— 
led to the EDCHt wantjon staughicr of inen. women, and evert diildien In the 
hitwiy of nmetamh-rtTHury eoUriiertTvolutJOn*. b^cry tmw the VeTMjfJflU K»k 
a barricade, tbiey would line up it± defenders againsi a wall and shoot ihetn, 
even those suspected merely of helping iheactukl f^ters. Anyone found with a 
weapon., or wearmg a poftion of a Nitfocui Cviard unifortiy—such as a kept, 
jacket, or cutnd&e btlt—indeed,. anysHW winh dirkened, lunds that !n;jrniibled 
powder bums—wis executed at once, as were ouCr^l capUves who had been 
cajoled into siumendenng with pnomlacs of demency. One ■woifking<lasj child 
be^ed an officer to temporanly release bum so that he could give biis watcbi to 
hiS rnothen when the cifEiocr consented, he l(A. then was shot on his Tetuitli The 
swi4j;ery perprtrtltd by the Vetsaifles troop* a dtcy advanced through >*“ 
boulevards and streets of the oipii^ beggars all dcscripUnn. 

The executions Iritteaacd the futy of thciAf^nTj md made itieir trsistanoe $0 
desperate that they somettmtes reialiaied in kind. Noi surprising, the sbt 
notable btosU^ taken by the {^Diniiiunc. tndudmg the arthhvshDfi ol Pam. 
viTft eaeojiffd in Ttpnsal. A htrious criywd, incensed by the wamon buttheiy by 
the Veruiltiis of the ComnmnBrds, nussacred fiftyone prrsDneis^mainly 
poltce and frriEsLs—dcspitc vigorous efforts by Vatlin to save them. 

Eiul. the advance of Thuetrs'* troop* wa* relentless. Like the june insurgents 
of 1ft4S, the ComiBuiiards at nearly every borncadc fought dcspctaiety tn 
their own iKighborhiXids. sparing hitle or no efforc lo i»IJl nearby insurger^ts 
in greater need of aid "The troops of VersaiUej could pnly be seriously 
cbieckcd," Edwards observes, "if there bad been a eoondmated line of 
bamcofks across Paris, ooverhigeach other arid preimtirig tnyg^ven poHikart 
from being ouLflanked and taken from behind,'’* No wch bnc wat formed. 
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The Imprisoned Wantiuil hid bog viged the PanBiati waiLuo^ ctiM to 
ovcntomr its nughboT^iaDd parochLahsm such momehEl snd rccoj^ite the 
Lfflportltice 0^ dc%TlopiO£ * coor'dltuied icrategy—"above all. n(vl to become 
shul up. each jn hl4 ^ all oprienij^s have never failed to do. to ihelT 

^eiE bsi."’^^ But in ihc scvenlecnth {iFrti»iifii(eFKrtE, whpi Malon OtlLod Ort 
adjKtnl MeFn™»r1ite for hdp. ibe ihac refused to leave Lhctf honK 

dLslnct. Despite die Commiinaiids' Icrodous rcsislaincc. their Oe^borhocMi 
tocu« allcoKed die Verwilbfl iq vaA<|UUh dwo baimadE by hamcadti. wuh 
tude fear of havmg W face lembrcemenis hom eriher dislncti before each 
barricade lelL 

Bellrviflc w»5 the last het^hboihood u hold out die Vfriotrljla. 

bol by Saturday, May 17, ibe entne distnet was invesled by ThlerSS Er00||}^ 
Ae the end oE the day the ^cTsoiiliiiFS broke mio iht P4re Lachaw cemeiery, 
vvhtTt the CdTiirnunardi were making their fast stand. Despite fierce harid- 
tp-hand fighting, the Coirununaids failed to hall the BdvarvctlfVg iroopi. On 
Sunday, they were hiLally compelltd to .surretider—and the last importacu 
erijtagemeni of the Commyne WW over. The fersaiJiats. almost as e matter oE 
COUTH. Lined the prisoners up against a cemelery wall—ihc mur det^dres. 
ii 11. came lO be callcd—and shot ihem. Thousands of corpsef. Including 
ihoec of men and women who had had to surncndcT because they Licked 
iimmunitlon, llUercd the graivcsilcs. DrajiiitiCally, ihe very laei hamcide fell 
on Sunday m Belleville-, on the Rue Ramponeau, where one man held flUl 
alone, as lonn; as he could, coolly defending his position agalnal hopeless 
oddi Afler a quarter of an hour, hr fued a parting ^ot in the dircciiPU cf ihe 
attacking VerwilJdij, then calmly stopped down from the bamradr and 
dtsippeired into ihe siieels. 

Charles Dclcsduze went to his death with all the nobiluy chit had marlted 
hia ]if( and chawcler On Thursday, May 75. dressed in an unassunUlig bliick 
hat.i^Ual. and ticnisers, with a red scarf around hli wuift. |he vencfiLble jaec^ 
leader walked with great dignity.' imvud, a hamcade ai whai isoow the ftacedc 
U kepuWique and mounied ii m full die VnuiDaii gUiU Hit wu thot 

down Two Communiiids who tried to rescue hH body wiere abo ktUed-Eutghie 
Vailm. on the laU day of the led a cotunii of hfly men under ■ hpge 

red lUft 3 bimcade at ihe-intaisKtum of ihe Rue de la Fpnuuie and the Rue 
du Faubouig du Temple, ^ur T1iiers''s rroops took the barrlcadr. this 
remaiitabk nttan wBndned throp^ the sirectrs dated by (he fury of (he 
fighting. When he was reoagtuzied and laken. his captors beat him with (heiT 
nfu buttJ, and, «i enraged crowd of bourgeok surrounded him and mereilcssly 
pelted him with stones. FmaiLy, with his face smashed and on^ eye out of 1(7- 
SOckrU he was placed before a iiiici]; squad. Ilcsptte hks butured condtdon, 
Vadlu maniged to raise, his head hi^ and dehanLly ahonli "Long live (be 
rntmnuner It took two volleys to finish him off, Well-dreMOd bourgeofi lidK* 
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pri>^iJe:d hl$ body sis it ]Biiy in (be sUcCL, unliL IL W3£ SnalLy carted; off with the 
resL of die dead. 

Wcimm had plaiyod a crudal ntJe in the Psiris CommuiM. Not only did ihej^ 
aid in buildSng the bamcadesj but they readliy took Up arms Bgainsl the 
Vmdilkis, for which a Isugc iiuDibeT paid with their lives, ciiherin battile or at the 
hands of the government's evecudonm. The toster ol wMnen Cofniminards is 
impresRive^ including EJesabeth Dmirrieff, who organized ihe W(Hnen'S UtdMi fur 
the Defense Faiis^ ^rs well as imcounled wnrldng-ciBss women whose names 
sre lost c& us Edrever. Perhaps ihe ravost tmtscandUig and iidhutit amons Lh™ 
was Louise Michd, who seems to have been everywhere during each of the 
Commune's maior crises: paitidpalir^E in the Octnber uprising after the 
suciender oJ Men; OTaflng at the clubs, where she was a lamiiiar and inspiring 
%ure; nHising the wotkers olMontmartre on. hlarch IB, wheit the eannqne were 
about 10 be taken away, and fighting, in various battles, wearing a kqh and 
carrying a weapon. After March IS, dunng the controversy over whether to 
pursue Thiers cut of ihc city, Miche] had even made her way to VersarUes itsdf, 
merely lO d-emonstnttc that the head, of state could be assassinated 

By ihe umc ihe fighting came to an end^ Michel had aclueved a degree of 
dislinctkm unequaled h)' any nther female Communaird. Since the aurhorliK^ 
had Singed her out as the leader of the myihk petroforses, who ostensihly set 
fire to the buitdingi, the troop* and police combed ?afls (0 (Ind her. She 
managed to elude them completely and take refuge in ihe receese* of the 
capital. Not until December 16, when the government took tiermoUicf boscage, 
did she volunranJy surr^tMki' hezseJf 10 the Si^th Council of War. Placed on 
trial, Michel dehandy shcojlcd back at her judges: 

Since It seems that every hean that b«ats Edr freedom ha* no right to 
any'thing but a lUlJe slug cf lead, I demand my share. If you let me live, I shall 
never MpM to ay for veivgeance.'^ 

louise Michel's coumge so Impressed the spBctatois at her trial that she was 
prudently senieneed «? «(3le tnMfact of dtiih. When it was suegesied ihat she 
lodge an appeal for clemency, she refused^ tUcJarlng that she ''would have 
prefetTed deaih.''^* 

BnineL Cfuscreu Budes, Fiankel, J.onguet, Ijtfraricals, Mwt, and Vaill^nt—alt 
sgjvivied, and several of them later became pmminenL f^juras in the Frcndi 
Sociabst Party. Ferri, Mof«M, Rlgsyili, kossel, and Q^nwttt Thcunss wiera shot by 
the VcTsailCais—although Rossel was executed after leaving his hideouU a refugee 
from, ihe Commune a* well a* the VendlQou. The many thousands who tvere 
ihot or killed in the bsrricRde Eightir^ and aftcrwjid reitiaHi #i anonymous 
their names forgotten iti ihe hnloiy of kvmartirty'i. ilgfit fcr social juadet 
Vei they dikd in huge numbers as hmoi^y as (hdr btUti^nowh leadtt^ 
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AJur The hamadc flfi^tdng wj? cnW^ (h« canu^^c wmtinurd withcojl mpile. 
The prisonen <!l the Vmdljtn: vere slruj^Lered h)' iht htinctned^ iH«n 
lh<W$kn4$, unthAUt *ny discniudimkin. Comiiundcn hke ihe Mxrquu de 
GialhflH simply stride vp Mhl down the rintu of the capthe^ and aatHmnfy 
^ckclcd indrhduita iot Iminrdtau aEculnn Tbt Pvu cOfnspondenl of the 
Unidofl Doify Newj; obierving (he tiurquis's befuvuie, wt9c«: 

U nt>L a good ihiti^ on thsJi day to he nodeeahLy taUer. dnHefK ckaner, 
older^ or Li;|^ker than one's ne^ghbaiirs. One indLvtdvil In p^f tlculaJ £tnick 
me as probahly owtoi; his speedy release [rOm till oF ihia world to his lmvinf 
a brolien rtsiK. .. Ofr a huhdi«d hang ihus choseTl. A filing pany wSd 
and the coLomn rcsorntd; its mMdi, Icai'ing them behind-^ 

\n June 1471 ihe 4ncuh jAtWord correjpoiidenL ttponed than two coun^ 
nunul were ihooling people al ihc rale of 500 a day. mduding mnnen and 
chiMren rhou-Mndl of captives. Tnaffched off TO Ult Suory encainprrKTil at 
VetsatHei. were shen iftdjscrtmtnsfljetyoe penshed from whaustkwi. Th* LoImu 
hometes were turned Into a ktihng gRMmd and (he corpses thrown into a 
shallow grave at the Place Saint Jac(|iies or ititO (he StlTiO. Iii sOtOe pfaces. MoOd 
ran 1n a stea4y tnclOc Into (be gun^rs. Sc ctuUiny^ pnd gnpleaque wiere the 
reports cotniTig ouE of PranoE that revulsion gave rtie td protests against the 
slaughter, even In convcnlionai new-jpapm Abroidi. Etnd id tiin'e (ht: 
|()n)e:m!(n$nt wa$ obliged Lo replace outright exccudont with transpcHiauon to 
New Calctkjnia, a f rctiLh colony where more ihan 3,000 Cemratmands Wtre 
forced 10 lute in huu under the eyw of hcui^ wudcnj In 41, 10,WO peupae 
w^cre Dondeiimcd and ecnfmed, euher widun frarue w m Piench posscssMins 
alnwd. Twenty ihoUSand moie, who suArHd Een^fy (btOugh Ak wliniee id 
1671-73 tn ad l»C fonns oF cmline«tenc were rdrucd wttihnui ever being 
formally charged. 

As For faiAliEies, the most commonly acoepud tidnuEe is that 25,000 
Communards were IkllLed, Althougb ^ Figure of 30.0OQ would not be 
unreasonable The Vcrsatllals Lost only 677 dead and 5,45-^ wounded- Most 
by tar of the Commtmjfds who perislied wkte executed by Thiers's troops, 
umalLy summarily, willioui even a pretense of courU^martlal For months alter 
the suppression of iht Commune, Paris suffered from A lal)W shflnjge due id 
the murdicr and imptrlxinmeni of its best artisans TFueri did complete hiS 
purge of Pans— with (JT rrwre brulali^ thairt even (he Trttur of th-t Cr«*i 
ItrwalutKfu in wfikcK during IT93-^, about 2,600 wnc Idled in Parts and 
about ITAXIO in the mt. of Framt- 
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PART vn 


PROLETARIAN 

SOCIALISMS 


CHAPTER 31 The Rise of Proletarian 
Socialisms 


In thf wal<e of (he Commurn:. FTcneh swUlljm would n^vcr be (tie same The 
Jacobiti ttiywc^uc, which hjct Lmgercd ajnang workers and r^dl^^ inteile^- 
IM^b f^r decides, dl»ppoajcd dlmoa-t coTitpteuly, and tlie 

androyatifin and anncItTKali^m ihac had tflTmcrly betti ihc pnsvmce o( ihc 
jacobins were absaibcd by Lhc more c-onvenLionai eepubUcah parBa$— 
nuiably the so-called Kadlcals—who commintled a CDnstdcrabk loUowfcnj 
amm-ij shopkeepers, ptofcimonali. wetl-icMio pejsacics. and cyfin woiiers. 
Proudhon's mdi^dduaJistii: "mulualism" wLih its tiosuhry lo assneiadotis. 
srrLkes. and tvvn trade utiwns, also lost its popular following to be replaced 
by syndicajism^n eupbcitty colUcnvwcic ^*^n of fedeta^ism tmieoired 
^ound uadt vmons and ib^ mosl swtepm^ ol w'orkuig'ciia& inltiiiives, the 
general >Lrike. This shaEt, at we havesteti, had been underway well m advance 
of lhc I'arjS Commune AjO.D.Ei Cole ohaerves. 

against the PioudhomstJ in (bt Fpench Trade Union nwvemenl were ranged 
[he "eoUecitvtsis," headed by Vsriln. and by 1ST1 the ctaheclivisis 

weft lhc domatMii gcnup m ihe Pans *ttt. « wtH as a( Lynns and 
Mirseillcs. Variin, tio dsubu, had ai boiiom a p'tw did mote m cffmmon 
with Prhudhnti than vCich MatiK, bill on the Isaur that was uppermost m the 
he and his gtoiip ^WS^d dsemselvcs on (he »me Side a? Maw because 
ihey favoured collective ownership of the mEuns ol production. 

Vadin. » we hwe seen, also adraiKcd * profyam ihai w» diatmclly 
communatisiii:^ with its. emph*us om oonftderauons ssf inunkr|Hihucf^ is well 
as rryndltaliint opening a new Vlsia frjfr hbcttsnarLi who had futmeriy been 
Focused on uidlvldualislit lorms of aedon &uc 
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Vjj'Liii iifid tu5 luocuitti vr^rc rtO meani “(SflUclj'nste" m the scnic of 
standm^ fof 5la(e owncrihL'p oE bnd and other meam of producdon. They 
wanted Ihc land and the Inslnjmccvli of kTgf-stris prodvetwn, 10 he wcied 
by ihe Local Cocnmuncji. ur wlien necessary, by federal aj;;endes sei up by the 
coTmnunet Fhey warned the actual opmtiorts pruduclion id be earned 
on as Ear as possijile by Cd<rpmuve soacnes Cfrumuni hocD ihc Trade 
Umims;... the Trade Unnns were thus oT fundunemal iiupoctmcx ui ihni 
vuwnof the iDew Mflciy; mderd they Kfldnl Jlthough iteAvery expltcu^y^io 
thtnlc oE the Commune of the funire restini; rather am the Eederaced 
iyadicdCs ftrade unkOinit of ihc localLty than on aoy politka] (oundaClons^' 

Tra^caLly, however, Varlin wa^ only thlny'-two when he was mindered by the 
V'erarilfais. Had he lived Eof artolher thirty yeJies, ihli imrncustly gjlled. man—in 
view or hm level a& msighi and hSs personal poptilanty wiih wottens^nufth I 
hu've had an mcalculable cffcci upon the tt^eiofy od European socialising 
possibly pushing ll towatid a- coniinunatmx deVidopinenl as well aa a 
sylKlkafiSI one. 


LESSOWS OF THE COMMUNE 

^igniikcandy., inost oJ ihc IntrrprcrauDns of die Commune—the "lessons" lhi1 
the rewolutiGcuiy UieoTtsU of ihc day derived JrOtn H—weie insUtutionaJ rathtt 
ihan mnomic. The BUm^UblS pomned lousiialurcsWfvtdencie'oE the need for 
a bi^^hly centiahzed, indeed dicuDonal, type at Ttpmt la niddcssly crush ihe 
boutjtieoisic, and they VftH still cnaiiiDted of tht idea of a CommtEK? i?E Pu^Ik 
S afriy. AnaiehLsts, Eor thtfr pan. emphasized the fetUtafiSt oneniadon of ihe 
Commune and crilicued its statist “defonrutions," as they saw them—Euunely, 
Ms system E>t repieseniation. as dtJlihgUkSbed from a mass democraicy—and m 
varying degrees, Bakunin and Kropotkin iamcnLed IIS Eailnrc to take motr 
sodaJisuc etonoiwc mesautrs. 

Bui the Q3iinmune‘'s utad^lusi suppoiters seemed to understand that FtnS 
had made a clearly eomimuhahsi levdution in ihe spring of 1371 Pespate u 
Uthire to place a strong entphasks an class diffeieti<es. hazy extcbralion of 
repvMicanum, amt its appeals to paJHiolism, ihe Commune; taken as a whole, 
wi ;5 as. close to a "iLberttutan munLapallLt phenomenon a.s Pans had come 
suit* the heyday of the Jectional demonaiy tn I7fl3. The Apfil ^0 program, aa 
we have Seen, a^terted the Tight of french uommuncs to fatiijidon 
aulonomously based on the "contract of assodalion" to "secure the urucy of 
Irancc'^ it afEirmed the "LnherenL nghis" od the Firls Qommunc to vole iLc own 
budgets and Uixes. and In oeate its own KlministriQve, judidal. axid poiiict 
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appafalus^ nflC flctlv wcmld elKdonj ftte, bu.L v-otcfs wciuJd also hanre '^[he 
pcrmanjcn.t rigtit of cotiUo] srid revacation'" Cl^ all short, the 

Ftinjuiar impjTtJty; In T*b!ch delegates ^lVeIT subject to reealL if th-e)' JjaiLed 10 
tbllow the wiihcE erf ihdr deetors. Citizens it> enjoy ihe rigbl of 

^'pertnanent intervcntl^fi Into Cohimunal affedrs by the free inarafejiiaPerti c>r 
their kdeas and the free de^eTlse of iheij iia.KiK$t£ “!■ 

Mant’s appraisaJ of the Commijne in Hie CtvlE IVaf in fTdnce, v.'hiie 
PtlderSlahcbbly supiwrdv^ of It against the impnecalHitLS nadewd upon H by the 
itibcrnadocial bouc^oisie, wai anomalous in hiS work as a whole, at least Ln 
terms of Us alLilnde toward slate poiiTi. These wiiPn^ which be prepared for 
ihe l-ondoti huieau of ihe luccjttational faud wbHh form most of the Ctvl! Wdf 
bookl. tend to downplay state power 

The Commune wji fwined of Lhe muciidpal oourKtlSors. chosen by 
Liniversat suffrage in die vanous wards of the tov^, responsible and 
re^cabfe at short teems. The ma^iity of its memheJe were naturally 
working men, &? acfenowjcdgMl TTpresentatives of (he working class. Tbe 
Commune was to be a working, noi a pwllameutaiy. body, eaiecuttvi and 
1 eg 1 $[airve at the same time, fnstead of continuing to be the agent of the 
CenuaJ Govemmen^^ the police was s.l once stripped of its political 
attributes, and turned into the icaponsible antt at all times revocable agent of 
(he Commune &o were the officials of all other branches of the 
Admirustratbon. From lhe members of the Commune downwards, the 
pubbe service had lo be done at iturftttien'j wiiges. The ve'-sted Interests and 
the representation allowances of the high dignitanes of State dliSfipeared 
along-with the high digiucanes themselves, Public functions ceased to be the 
private property of (he tools of the Central Ctwemment. Nt>i only municipal 
admitiiswatKin, but the whole initLativc hitherto ejtEiascd by the Sute was 
bid into the hands of the Commune,^ 

Want was careful not 10 cbint that Lhe Commune had abandoned all the 
furKtions of a state—quite to (he contrary, he itxJk tWK drf Us statist features-^ 
hut lhe Eibertarian ambience of his description is evident, (onuusrtng sharply 
with his normally ceniialtstic Siaiist views. So deprccalocy of the stale generally 
W'as this book, however, and so ebullient was ll about the Commune's 
atiarchisuc demiund. for communal bberties that James Guillaume; Bakunin's 
closest eerfbborator in the [ntcroatlouaJ^ Ironically otg^rdied it »S evidence uf a 
eapiiulauon lO anarchists in the IWMA Later Mandst Leaders even cited Mars's 
de-SCription of the Commune as the model par eneellence of a proleiajian 
dictatorship. 

Actually, whai Mane regarded as Important about the Commune wasnoe ihai 
It had climmated the stare as sueh but ihar it Ihad completely $ma$h^ Lhe 
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^wqpvtf slutc, with ill hu^ bureaiumy, mllkLUy and judK4i iMOlUCtorUv 
and Mi cumrwuwt amd Ic^Iruv^ iipparPlUi, repf^mj lo he bchnnd, »ldt f. 
mOt-E irr less MTrJkyi^EoB ibilt based on brood [Mpdar ■nv^W^num Whjt he 
hcfraldtd in the Comoiunc whs not any 3inii9iiujm but m ^ a new hoUsi 
dispcnsicton. oaie in which the working rtaw . and its 5up[>OT(eTi KC^UtTEd 
SwetpqtiB pdtUtal rights and Hutberrity^—or wtm he called "'^e rcsraluhotiuy 
ditlalonhip Qff [bepraleiidiV"'^ Whai makes Marx's praise of Lhc Commune m 
The Olvrf Wnr in Fi^ntr fenomaltHis is dial be ippars to hivue eniuHined ihls 
~<bca(onhip H inwiUDMUdJy cipwoultdle iwher ihan republican, for m 
ntadyaff his eairtief ¥viilingi on the state, die^wgrken:' stale" was U) be mifknl 
rtwre by lepublkin feaditfts than by qUMI'»n»tchl5dc. oommunalisitc, and 
cnnCcdersdbUc ons^ 

Another oonsequence of the OMnmunc's. defeat was that il opened the way fiid' 
the iniroductiDn ol Mannsm into E^rance, altbovj^ it did not take a. Em hoid 
among the worldn^ das for several g^ciatloni. And perhaps no 
uidMdual emtiibuJed more tD its dhsemination tn the niuittry than Jules 
Cueide. who cchied the newipa|jict tej DkhIS At IhsMine m 1870-71. Because 
his ciewsf^per h^ expeessed svppon for theCjomcnune-, Guesde w» obll(ged to 
lake rehi^ in Switzerland, after its defeat. There he indHally became an anarehl«, 
but he was soon won over to Mary's ideas of socialism and bcoioie- one ol its 
most rciJous prosclytizcrs. Indeed, although Man bad a coierk in France ihM 
dated back to the bcginPtnge erf the IntciTiaBOnal (mdutding two sonscThlaw, ‘Paul 
and Chufes Icmguetx h w» Guesde who ultimately pvr the Fiench 
labor nHweniiMia i stnm^ Manosi umHinL Surortig in J877, U SOOn io he 
rrtumrd to Fiance, be be^ pubbshinl a perutbcaL which padiiUlfy 

evolved GrotVk a pdliucHlly hybrid Jcumal influenced fay Blanquism. HWChdsni. 
and reEbnnisL sodaiism to i MandsL one. A/ttf vuiditg and F^gcb tti 
L^donin 1880, he returned to FraciM tUtarmiiKcl to burfd a centralized, unified 
Marylil pany modeled entirely on the Cemuin SDctalisi Work.(^s' Party, und 
wiihin five years he TmuMgei Id puill toBether the centrtGlStdi, even authomartan 
OivTVer Fnn^ (IrcrHti Workers' Party) Allhou^ a ccnlialiled pohucal 
party VOS ahm Id die nuskeiSy decentralksllC Ipent erf t^ FOtnch working dass^ 
*e Parti Otrrrier prospend, and the Gtiesdasrs became a m!^ force on the 
French Tevrrfuoon^ sodalhst landscape. 

Finally, the Commune was inslrulrttflMJ in brlligUtl about the end d£ the 
IWMA With the suppression of die Coromunc, ihe revolutionary elemenu in 
the Fiendi working dm were cither massacred, imprisoned, or sent mio exile, 
where they remained for most of the l8T0s ‘Their absence hoin the 
InbcmaiiDekal immensely wtaheitod the iedenlist influences wuhin iL and the 
balanoeof forces shlfud, markedly in Marx'S favor Be mMlc ^ mDsc of it^tn a 
manner dot was Ear from laudable—‘to nepd hia Bikuninisl opponent. 

Thks confronladon oexurred at the IntemaUDnal's last onlud oongrrss 
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whiih tflH the H;i£ue in StptPifthet 1872 BresJung with pieecdcnt, Mara 
personalty attended the Ha^e Congress and, with Ei>£etj's auf>por[. dodged 
up g|0«$ipy allegiiticins lhaC BjiVunjn hid Used ha.ud^cnt me^ods to g^n 
money. Nor did he dissociate himsdf Etionit unsavory niiviots that (he t!.iis5Utl 
had been a secret (sajist a^nt Mara was now able to use the very power that 
the l^sel Congress had gimted to the Gene»J Council-^Lrcraically, with 
Bakunin's ardent suppon—to decide what orjgankzanonj covid legtUmately 
belong to the InteTtulkitial. Singlc-iuindedly determined to have Bakunin 
eiqjdled, Mjra and |h« BilantitustS (m a «?™plewly untujly and short-lived 
alLiamce]! ontinanruvercd the anaidiisL patriarch and succeeded in expelling 
him from the Inteitutiutlat. togethei with his suppoiticrjEiines ijuiUauine. ^The 
majority that KLant mustered against Bakunin IjKiuded the voks of five 
delegates from specious oi^nizabons who lepresenlcd nnehing but them¬ 
selves.'] Thetre^twn in a deliberate attempt to kilt oET ibe International, which 
had been thnEatemng to drift toward Bakunin's anarchiam, Mara gained the 
Con^rss's assent to move the Genjcial Council to the United Stales, where 
e^wtwiily, as he had enpectcd. the IWMA faded into oblmon. 

Tf this nitaiure essentially ended die Intemanonai, Ll did noi pui sn end to 
the conflicting teudendes in sociaJism chat followed upon the failure of the 
Commute. To the contrary. Mars's jenown as the "'ft.ed TerrortM Docicn-" (as 
he was called in the British press) was now aiisuTed. Bakunin's supponers, in 
turn, tried to creade a more decentralized "Anhaucharilarian Intemadonal'" on 
the OOtUlneni. Shortly after the Hague Congress, the new tnlemalional 
convened at SL-lniier m SwitzerLand, composed nor only ot ananthuts and 
anarchist sympalhizers but moderate British trade unionists^ united primarily 
by iheir cnmlTy for ihe General Ccainci.1. Unlike the CouncU-dominated IWMA, 
the successor 5t.-lm.iej Incematjonal was intended to be a voluntary federahon 
of autonomous nalional Ecderalkns, cadi of which was hoc to follcrw the poLicyr 
n prefeirred. in pme, the British moderaws drifted away, leaving the awrthlMS 
almost entirely on their own. 

The last essenlLally atvarchist congress, held a year aftel' Bakunin's death In 
1 BT£. was marked by ihe ascendant^ of Kropotkin's anarebist ccmmutusin. in 
conLrasL to Proudhon and Bakunin, with their tolerance for nonexploUadve 
forms of private property, Knopodrln's tendency called fi>r rhe complete 
socializatian of ihc means oE production and adopted the old coEumundsl 
maxim "Froiii each according lo abiluy, to each aceordirig to need." tIk 
mdividuaLisde artisanal socialism of Proudhon and (he coUecdvistic artisa'usi] 
socialism of bskunin thus gave way among many anarthuci to bbertanan 
communism. 

What IS sLgntficani about this shill is dial Kropotkin's libertariau 
communism expressly or implicitly presupposed a technologically advarxed 
society, its underprantsg. was the convicEion ihai industry and sdenoc had 
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Mlfanced w/fboendjr la aQow ihc disiribuuon of goodi m bt bf FMxib 

^(hjct by [he JcnounE of wurlc IndirvuLiMli {pnmbuiicd to socHiy. Anxn^iip- 
communiata, a.^ t,hfy cjim » be caUed, no foitpr ihousht in urnis of Lhe 
pnvi.te oiVineT^lirp and associ^iltni ^nceryirlK} (aJihpugfi 

Kropcnldn himself was t SimTij^ propnnenE uF a hmmn sak Ul jiil ckinfs. 
from nuchirvn tn conunmudn)^ nlhct, Uwy held lhe ihai i;ht dtjmbunon 
of in a communistic society wctuld requme advaoiced tcdmofogics, al the 
vwy least, and did noi tipposr the eswbli-thnicnt of £aciiw«s jjid emsi 
production, with which Ptgudlion and to some extent Bakunin had heen 
uricoTulortablc. In short, Kropotkin's version of aTiarchism it possiihk for 
ajiaichlsls to adapt thunseJvt» to ih^ n(SL- working dass, the Indnsiruil 
piofeWtM, and even hoped to play a IcKlln^ role in ds activiacs. Tills 
adaptauHi wu all the motre necessary beCatIde capitalism was now transform’ 
ing not only European soqsty bye the very (W.U» of the European Utwr 
movemenE luiekf, 


THE NEW ECONOMY 

In IB70 Ftaner and C^ermany, we ti^vie seen, were both sdtl structured ai'C'und 
a prcdominuilly arUsan and peasant eoononiy. Like the Fnmdi artisaiis. the 
magoniy of Germui wnrkm were cahn: masieri who owned small workshops ot 
dsejourneymeri vdw learned itKir ctafu by goieig Ertm 

tm esGcntuJIy prondustrial eoonoiiiy. Ehsing lhe 1871^ however, new cnierpiises 
wijTc eKpandmg enormously In both ooufwnei FoUowtng tho Franoo-htisslan 
War, German indusiry leaped forward at a daz^Urtg pace; so that unthlTi orJy a 
matler of decide^ 'Gemuny was lhe industm] jpint of the Europein oondnEnl— 
loDowed by Ftetid; ifidusny u * la^aid »ium 

A Qompujlsofi of iheindusenil gyowih in both counmes is basu; (p assessing 
not tmly thiij respcctivi; ecOfieiTiKS bul ihew TOpective labor tnovemaits and 
social ideologies. In 1E70 Gernuny produced only slighdy more pig men f 1.2 
itiillion ions] than Fntncc (1 I mJlioin']. althdpgh ll wasstdl only about a fdlh of 
Erisain'B output (oeoi^y 6 imUioti). Eui by 1913, GetJivin pig iron ptoduown 
had vastly Oulstupped nol only French prpduclKin fJ6.7 tndhon lom 
compared with 31 rnlJ[um> bui British U0.2 liutlion) and wh eircceded Oti^ 
by American productian (nearly J1 nuUionl, Cermany also look the lead 
throughoul Europe in th* pToduction of the new dye* and chemical 
compounds (hat were becoming Indispensable to modem induKCruJ pdoduc- 
uoi); and soon led the oonlinent in production of di^s^oal gOAfs By 1913, 
German concerns produced appetuOiiurety thrccc|uianevs. at jJI ihc dyin 
in (he world, as wclU as new medicliials 


JiU PfiOLmRlAh'SOCIALISMS 


0^ h,Xig.e imporLanct in ihii economic wai ihe size of liic Gcjmam 

industriaL enterprise^ ^nd their de^e of capital eoncenlraJIkin. As pig iron Jind 
iied pTodutfOoti SMred, die niiltiber of emerprLws ihai produced diem became 
iimJler, while Lbosc few grew e™" larger In planL size and nuinher nf ’workers 
employed. Although the numbei- of blase furnaces declined njver nrae, hetiveen 
fd60 to 151^ iheir ouipiit rocketed froin 11,000 to 50,000 tons per (uTiiaoe —a 
nearly fivefold increase in productivtiy. SliJiUw -develcspiitienLi KCUtTed 
varying paces throughout itiost German induscrial enterprisca as a whole. The 
nunibtr of Cciman workers in fajctDcics employing 51 or more increased tom 
1.5 millton in 1592 to nearly 5 ifllllkm m 1907, while the number emplcyed m 
smaller enicrpiTSes tup to 50 personsl remained substantiaJly the same. 

Craft manutacluring, bj' the same lokcrs, declined precipHously. In 1875 itvc 
number of German i^'Otden bitwiioom weavers numbefcd 47,000, but by 1007 
bi. had declrned m an^ 19,000. contrast, in 190i3 Frcndr tiandloaons Still 
outnumbered Frcndr power looms b>- 50,000 K? 39.000.) Thus, although 
German artisans were sLiil a pttitnff m (be ywri immediately preceding the 
First World War, they were dwarfed in numbers and importance by industrial 
proletarians, who- tvere now becoming ptedominanl in the European working 
class as a whole. 

FTince-S ckueSopment was luore comple*. Small-scale French mandacturing 
cenackiusLy held an co us traditianal ground, and its ardsanal labor [once 
remained sizable, The lead that France retained in ({Ualuy luwiiy gpOcU and 
anmlc wcTk$ g^ve the country cultural hegemony over other industrial 
counETies, but it now Lagged behind in economic power Doubtless 
geographical faclors miliUHed agjlittst (h< evpansLon of Fftnch sieel pratfuccinn: 
although. France was very rich in iron ore. the tack of igood coal from whidr to 
produce coke and the ronsiderable dtsLances that Lay between LTOn and coal 
mines nWidc Ftetich Stcd production ksj profii;abl£ than German. France thus 
tended lo export her exocllcnt ants rather than smdt them and was obliged to 
«tm to Belgium and Gcnnany for a large part of her coal- Tbus> (v?n a$ ihe 
iilipeieenth century drew lo close, a Two-dered ecemomy still persisted in France 
vnth rdalively Little changu To some extent French peasants dtified from th? 
land Lo cities and industrial ccntciS, aS rural people did throughaut Western 
Furnpe. bui the number of food cuLdvaiors did nol decline significandy: from 
4B percent a\ the Frcnth population in 1966, ih^ fell IP pnly 41 percent m 
1911—that l510 say, a mere 7 percent dcebric in about half a century ol hectic 
change in most -of Western Europe The number of stnall lindholdLngj actually 
increased between 1692 and 190®, from 23,6 million to 31.5 millton acres, jnd 
uaditionaL rural constraints on the expansion of the domestic marker were still 
very much at work, albeit less tenadausLy tban in past years. 

But ihe French economy was gearing up to produce an appreCiabk number 
pr Industrial proleUrians. By ibe turn of the century, mechancration almosl 
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nrtntjJneiy rfpJfctd tvanj^flofli in U« TYunuJwimic of most fjbtics (jJlhouj^ 
the siLk ktulusuy «clll used a krge number of tumdlocmsK p'^^ng nse to lar]^ 
tcjtlHe laclonw In fJormftTiJy, lent cXSmpLfl, the pjoJujctkin of cottQn tiolh, 
(rom s^Lnnm^ Ip weaving was pcHormed oomplrceiy by HUchiive^^ ti were 
woolen tabrkS- Iti nuEls ifl THwnli parts FwKr. Ttie number ol sieam fnpn« 
more (tun iripkd bfcween 1^70 (md 1913, froiQ 27,000 10 91,004, The g^t 
sucl^and amumcnts-^plants in ihe center ol the cduntiy, iUith aj ibe U 
Cmisot woirtu, is -nielt U the ustulc pEanu m rhe west and the rich tfwTMnc 
mmes in Frendh Lonnine. involved very lan^C'SCaLc opentions^ AlthoUl^ 
France uniquely retained its tier of rdJin^ly smalL worfiihopj and a pauanal 
form oE caprUlUfti, tht eouhny rtfipwtfieless ranked sccmid cm the nmunnit xt 
an rndvitriaL pewer and lourth In the world in leems of econoiruc stwiglh. 

The lead on the cWSUClcnl m a|] Lh^se fitld* fell iff Gennany, whose pam 
s(e<E plants, mjchime shupS. and chcirucaE and clectikad cntfrprtMt by far 
ovejshodcvn'ed ihosc of France Jtnd England [n ihc yturs Icadmg up to the 
First WoHld War, Germany, uniited inio an Immense empire by the 
HtihetUtrllecn monarchs of Peussu, became the gfeatcsl tnduscml power m 
die world after the United Stales. Her inda'itnei were not tmfy highly 
concefiUated but Highly r^-lionaliitd, er^ulpped wlih the most advanced 
[ethnologies, fly che same token, the Gennan mduotnal pririeurm was 
proporOtinately larger, with respect to (he rest, of the population, than was the 
French, where icrduStnal wTorkfr* were still a minority. Thus, within the span 
of hult more dun a geticranon, a ivew economy hsid emerged, and wrih H a 
new worLunR class—an unskilled, prokeianai tbai hnougyit npifong bojt Its own 
labor power {err cap4ory 10 work) to the service of a itcw krrid of bourgeoisie— 
the owners of luge capiut-iiilEiiMre ticlonts. whose apeTaii0rrti were l^jed dd 
a narrowing, division ot Labor in which medfuniaaijon icptaced skilLt, In this 
mUttially inierdependent indusuial machine, ii bcoame impossible 14 IdeiW^ 
ihe spceihc caninimlian of the worker 14 the tnalong of a fiftltlwd product, in 
contriM. to the artisanal worker. Moreover, the industrial worhtr ha.d no 
independent means of obtaining an income apari ItdIA factory eamlngs, in 
contiut la the tradjbOrul who often owned his own mniulKip and 

nurketed his own prodwdS. 

The personal independence of the skilLfoi ajosan, rhe deep sense of sell' 
worth iful comes with ihe possession, of loots and handworked macbirirt. and 
[he pritlc and dignity of the sclf-sustflinStl craflStnatt all hut dlsappeRned Erwn 
ihe sensibilny of the unsJdtled modCFn mdumm! worker. Where the arbSMi was 
able to encounICT his ovsm kind in binned eifos hequcnred by men of his own 
trade, and wbert be poaiiesscd an extraordinary degret ^ literacy ihai made 
radical ideas scceslibie to him, ihe pnojciarlan commordy [t^uenufd a cavem 
wtiere akohof «» a souroe of sol^ rather ihaiv the occaftOn tor socbhdhiy 
Neglected by socwny, even viewed haug^mly by skllbed artisans *e iTidtisiriit 
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wi^tkcr wu wfvtfuHy Lmey^ucalicd. afLcn rwri rusdic—uivcnmlnrlabtE with 
indy.i^rljL Eiffw^ys aTui Ihrir tfiyrhins. 


THE CHANGE IN SOCIALISM 

lEids $btri, from an !Lr1jsa.[iaL lo an IndujkLrikl Economy give rise lo a 

^dual buL TiLajor shift m switalum itseU. (he socialism Kid meinc 

produccEs' AdOperaCives umpoud aE men who worLeed logelhn In smaEL 
shared en]Jt£iivisi isjoeuiiQns^ althvu^ few ituMicr cnfismcn u meant 
muiua] ud sodedcs iha( idknmvkdgnl (heir » pmau fKrnduccfs. 

r=cr the indwsinal proletAnin. by coturiM. wQiJksm came to mcin the 
E'ormaUon ^ ma^ orginuatiion. that gave lactory woikecs the tplJeedrve 
power (0 expropriatic a plant thS-l no singEc worker oould properly own. These 
dis-tinctifmi led [0 two different inceipreiaclons of the "socsal qucsllcn" or. in 
(he languid nf 1^8. (he niiure of a “demoersue md sooJ repohUt " The 
moce pro^essve exafesmen of ihc nmeteenth cetuuty had (a form 

nEtworhs of cooperatives. blSCd cm mdnndwRy or collEctivcly cw-ned shops, 
and n tnirhEL kmtted together by a maral agreEmenC Ld sell commcdtttes 
according Lo a ''jyst price" or the amount of labor itnc was necessary to 
producE them, hrtsyitubly such sjitaEE-scaEc ownEiship and sEured merni 
precepts woLiJef abalisti expEoitatian and greedy profit-taking. The 
conscious prolelaiian of iht ble iuneleenlh and early iwrmieilh cctiduy. cm 
(he erthet fund, (houghl in If rms of ihe compleif somlizadcm ol (he means of 
prodiKll^n. uncEnding land, and even of iboLlshing (Ih markel ^ 
distributing goods according, to needs rather than Labor. 

Il win pctnly m adaptation to che industtul worker, Engagrd in mass 
producuon by the Ehousands In single plants, lhal lEie new kinds uf socialism 
were formulated they *±w«itetl owuenhip of die nwans of pioducbon, 
whether by the suie or by |bc wookiiig dus organized in trade unions- A 
soaalist mtJVEnienl dial tned Ci> advance this pfogtam to workers necessarily 
bsd to create a mas$ orgrUiksabon, such as a iridc uniocu party, council, nr all of 
Ihe^e (0 one degree nr anatbei. Il would hive Eweti dilftcUlL albeit nm 
impossiblf, in address ihouStmds oE mduilHal wijf Iters, Let alone mohllue (hem 
in LooieLy organi^d EocM joclctks, cdubs, or mutual benefit scoeUcS of >he loud 
thaft ensled among aalisans Bin 14Kh maiss organuaiions undetl Id beconw 
breeding grounds ior butfiuo'ieaes, whose lunetuNiancs often had profes¬ 
sional miercrsis dial stood H i.’xfds wiih liimw ol ihc workers they wflre 
supposed lo servKC, amd slaltsmenlike lenders- who often icsemblcd In 
meiiiality and behavaor the very bourgeois pahuewna they were expected to 
oppoee. Thus it was cap(taJLiin Kse^ lhal was changing both ihe sale and the 
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visions on -whid] socialists erf all Idnds^rcvrjluuotWi^ anarchi«s sn^d MpiflJLS 

weJi moeteraxc socl^tlsu—b*Scd iheir sndaJ thcoiics and □r^anizin^ 
practices^ 

Whtihcr ttrtse chansts irtre an bnptOveKneTy nwer past coTuditicms or a 
dctciioTBlioTL their developmenL was mMorable as Lhc ntMt&ttnh otncuiy 
phased into the cuveniirth, Bui the shift from a ptedommaniiy artisEii economy 
tn an mdustml one $hauLd not be permitted tn obscure lhc Tael lhai modem 
Industry — the hoge plants and mills as wdl as the idjUflOl workshops that were 
soil needed—lyverwhelndngly employed unrr?lned snd often Gliteratc prolrtan 
ians, who were cn^^d in roudnized and unrolled labor. In fKt, the arusan 
persisted even within the factory as well as SCI the spectatized workshops 
ad^cent to It, He was usually o stiiled ntEtaJworker or fabric dcsi^cr, a 
cnadntEnanoc man or a schooled tcchriKian — ibai is, an flrtis(ftf-prid(Wrtfl», who 
shared an. mdependerst spirit and a high degree of hcerscy with (he craft masters 
and ^oumeyinien of die old ardsanal eoononiy. 

Commonly this ardsan-pnoletairian, who appears in the historical record as 
early s'? i&46 under the twitw of mihunlcifit in France, was a mc-Laiworlecr 
who operated complex machinery within the Factory; he could also be a 
printer, furniture maker, leather iworker, or similar sitUled crafiaman. 
According to Charles Tilly and Lynn N. Lees in their monograph "The 
People of June, suivcyinE those who were artested 4iid oonviaed for 

partkipatmg in the junc uprising, the artlsan-ptokiarian cohort cimsutLited 
the secohd-largest ttsde group, second only to constnictinn wotiters.* It was 
principally from these artisan-proletarians that worker millmnts were 
recruited, providms both the faClfit^ snd the naghhoihood with their 
auihenUc pmletenan vanguard. More often males than females Cwomen 
rarely permitted to acquire the skJls and schooling n«d«d to ongtigc in wdL- 
paying, complc* producttve issks), they were most susceptible to sodaJistk 
ideas and were Likely to he consulted by unskilled workers for guidance in 
demonstrations, SttikeSK and uprisings as well as to articulate their demands. 
They would come into iheir own as the most mihtant, indeed hJvoluPonary 
workers by the turn of the century, especially during the Russian and German 
Tevciluiioos between 1917 and 1923. 


PROLETARIAhJ SOCIALISM: SYNDICALISM 

The ideas of Karl Marj! were by no means the only tendency in socialism to 
provide guMar^ce for a mervemenr appropriate for ihe industrial proletariat 
While Martc'f ountrihutlon was indeed enonnous, other proletarian socialisms 
coexisted with U uniil the ^ucces^ oi (he Russian Bolsheviks m 1917 gave 
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iwsepiClH pt^tmineniM tu verMCh of Mjndst Ideas Over alE 6thcr 

mqvcmcnts far prolcLanan cmanopadan. 

In (iM[, MarvlILn aoculisiri n«v«r ^jtlnnl ? major In Cnui Bntain The 

En^liati pTi^lcumE was diawn to aiher scoaSiam^, specially to EUClAna oE J 
peaceful tiatistortAiilMin M iIk public ownership of property, ivi|^n( frpen the 
municipal u> tbt: parlianicmaty kwet, and tmtnnenJy smiituTed afound 
coopcntivea and usoculions Erid^ soailist mowirirnia brfciy bucd chttf 
hopu for i I 14 W aooeiy on kg^Dvt muiUv not on strikes and insumctHns 

OOniHK it France; proieianan sdoiJisn $iia RUl4Kd sltottg fedtfiJiH Kid 
anOpollttciJ IrndrAcars Ehal winr anbUiedcal to Guesde's emphaalr on 
cencnhnn and pamcipKinn in IrMtHa] drctiims, sJerndy {Eiving lUe; in ihc 
]fMWj ind LHOs, to a majcH nvowmeni—itvQEouonuy i]i>ndkiliKn—thu 
idvtncod the ^tnerd strike as the nuin weapon for basic socul ckin^. 

Oocmnally. syndicalists cipposed iheCipnaliM system and aU iu uliUUmePU 
of penver. pirticolarly ihe state, whidi they viewed as the ptitippsil lovrct of 
society'! ills. They strongly belbeved it had ic be completdty dLsmintied If 
hoiruntly were to be treed of evploiiation and oppression. EstheWing 
parllBTiventaiisTn as a corruptive stTa'ie,^^ for a nevplwrlonjry movement, (hey 
condemned poUlK!] attempts to partidpate in, let oLctie refarm, ihe sUte 
apparetus, as a way o[ hanoring its legjtlliUcy. Heticc they oppOJCd the 
establishment af poLiUtaJ paruesand Amly reftised (0 participate In eiocildn), 
Elilher, they called for the CoLlecUve acquisitiiCin af economic power by ibe 
proLcwimt, the autnghi expiopnaijon of the boticseotsic, and the matiaieinem 
of Industrial and aj^riculLuraJ CRteiprises thiaugh democratkaJly elccied 
woriterj' and fsemers' COmmlMecsv aH of whose delegates were especied to 
function acenrding to the itundiK UHperaJiJ—(hat u, subject to mutant A 
SOeullSUC society (hat was structured around syndicaiiat pnitcLpIn would be 
one that wm rnanaged by industrial, craft, and afrricuJtJural workert thrciitgh 
oonkderated: enterpmses otfaniaed: mio syndifcHS or trade unions. 

Syndlcabsl unions; kn turn, were to be origatuud rn npoparaikl strucnirct fa 
pTQUdhorus! sdsene) based resiMeuueV geography and tndiuiry Geo^ 
pfucatly. ihe syndkaics would link logjober workers.' deiegatm m a gjytft (Own, 
RfHOn. and eotimry m admiru^tratne confederail labor oourHSfs Induifinally. 
the lyndicMK would uniie dve delegaies from cnierphscs within (he Jam* («de 
Of induttry in a pyramid of industrial ironfedEia] covmcik. Thus the dtvrrte 
plants in a pv™ (cg^on, preferably a munlcipalny, eadi mafUSfd by IIS (Jwn 
duly elected tiClory coEnmitlee. would be linked by one labor council With all 
ihc other industrits and ai^%il(ural enlerprisn in that area. Simuluineoudy, 
each patucular fadOry-^say. a sleet plain—would be Imkcd to all (he Other 
stcrl plants In the country m a. cankderaL caundJ at delegates fram ihnr 
specific Industry. Ai the arpex of rhis parallel system at conEederKcd unicma. 
(here were to be two "ctuimbefs" ot delegates—one Cor the geagriphkal 
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EunfcdtratLon, [he ochfr for [he trade ccnJederTiLiQn. TogcCh^r they wquld 
(idnuciiMcr a syndicalist society. These bodtts ai the hi^ei Ipmelj af the 
ooofe^eutbon, syndicalists at^gued—^the munidpil. Te^lontl. ind hitloniJ 
etfuncils-~^\^[Hild diminish, in dedsion-making ».utlion[y du Urther fcmoved 
they wrre From ihe mutiidpal or letal «w™3ls. Endcedi. all ihc impomni policy 
dodUOnS afFccling Koecy would be nudr hy the laaones, Fanns, And tho^ 
chu Formed ihe KiOnarmdc hose of a givEn Atta and! indusUy. 

How MW this ctnUaleril. fyndtcalia: wdely, based on mde UMOfU. 10 be 
aiUiud^ Syndkaluts were ^esisadly agreed that onct ^ VAodon^ dus—null 
AS well JS indusUnt^-^Bis mohiliftd meo axi/edcial bhor unkHU In sufficient 
numbers they would dKlan arevohiEiotury-^eneT^ strike lldl would pwilyir 
(he oapttallSl System. The anny wetuld hiV? diffioulry anaeking ihe Hnlm 
hecsUJt syndkahst imnsponMlon workers would Mock the RuiveTntnt oF 
troops, Uk 9UlO would be unable to (unction m olher KSpeoiS boause lU 
adminutncion would be hrouj^L to a blit by ihe genecal stirike; and Tmally ihc 
boucifteoislje would be brought to us knees because it would cease to make 
pradt or even acquire the raw matemls needed lo keep lU emerprtses working 

CafMtalLsm and the state, in elFeCl, would be paraljraed and thcreFcrre 
compelled to tapitulaw to a untted, pujposciul and irvoluLlonory W 0 Tklti^g 
class few syndicalists were so naive as Lo believe cha[ this eapitulftljon would 
be brought about pciuceFully, almost eextainly, ihe state would Uy |A use tVciy 
moani m ibj disposal ro hraak die general strike, employing troops, wherever it 
could to forcdully cajole the worfcm hack 10 then Jsetprles, But dit workers, 
SimuliatieoyBly arming Lhcmstl^ies and ajspcahng to the soldKcs as "btOlhEtS," 
opuld hope to eventually wiia out by a combination DF suikes, propaganda, and 
where necessary, cjulright Ibtcc. M that polnn the new soticry weiuldl cmergr' In 
which the StratiFicd confed^tions—geographical and tiude--would idmdnts^ 
(Cr ill economic and puhbc aflaus within their grvirn muniCtpaiiUU^ regions, 
And nAuon$.^ 

This Kooum oF syndtcalisi theory is admiuedly highly !>chematK and e^tfi 
kiraliud Syndirahsl idc*s emcig^ed gradually Qvtt ihe nineteenth century, 
horn ihe 'Gtand Hobday' proposed by Bddsh woibcra tn IA^3. throu^ ihe 
muhlltkije o( Hlfu. propcoed by zctisanal socuIms. W (he lue o( genoil Kllkes 
Jgsnui m tfnpending SyrulkAlism was Iiidibcr pricckmm^ Ettg^lh ItOf 
French tn origin bui developed acoietraely over ihe span ol ncsHy A ceticury El 
emerged m 3 tranaCional period, when there were siill enough aiusanA—and 
certainly errough 4 ( (he arr^ssnal rradiuon—to crcaie a unLcm movrmtnc that 
was locillSt tn its orientalion, even expressly dccencrahstic. Ai the same Ume, 
indusmat wiorkers were becatmng sulhdendy numerous Co retlUtre A high 
degree of ooordtnaikon in ihcir aouona, outnunating if necessary In reg>Drial or 
even TiAtlOtial general siriikcs. 

As a ncauli. oF dels gradual devetopmenc, ihe specific ideas of syndtcallstn 
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were dtvmc by time liie doorine bectmt pfMfflliKfiL •mon^ FtKndl 
WTrikcn in the lile 1690s jnd cir^ l^OOs. Nor was it Kjqtpt^ Ln i. very clear- 
™ fo™ e«cn by Klf-ivowed syndicala^t wofl«rst Irt iiffne by iht Frendi 
working clwii B whde. Setne workers within the 5yn.dbciJLs4 fpkl wanted, chekr 
utticHis to be tonctnied endu^ively with onvendMUl brudind-buucr issues 
and ilmpJy ignored die goal od the general slrilie. CJlber wofliHI were anneted 
by the mavEmetii'i emp^basls OH bcalism.. leEecting die arlliKna' nistomaiy 
Oiienuiion lewird iheir own Dommurtides. Finally, itiil] Others adopiad die 
general strike nnore sS ui jdtcmjtivc In politicai meuurej than because o^ its 
Kvolutioiujy imptlnaiioiu. They were suQioiendy dlscndunud with the Thmf 
RepubilC if> bo aiieiuied hrmi poliiical unon m arty ^ormt Indeed^ at d^ time 
when syndidjum eiTwigcd, the Fmeh govemment ms wtaefaod by inCnrul 
joindidf. nwfMiohiH*nidkrioal amoks, an bMupwusf^typeooufi. 

and die ug}> Piejrfiu affair, a paam juditlai fruno^ tn wlndi du: bared 
gmcral staff oi the Frmdt army falsely aiDcuscd. a jcwidi oifbccr oJ perfonnh^ 
acts td espionage, Cor which he wm cointiciiHl and soil to Deed's Wind. 

In 10S^ ih* Tbdi^ RepubSk once agam legalized the tight oE woirkus io Corm 
trade unions, which quidldy gave rise la the CEtablishment ol I wide variety of 
(hem. Although the UrgesT uniomi were nmirollcd by the Church nnd ihe 
employers, two years latex, in 13B6, French wiorlteTS eslablishcd [he 
independent NullDnal Federatitin of Syndicates (NFS), or trade unJons. which 
w» tiuickly cflken over by ttie Guesdists, GnaUy prov1dHrt| Umteis with ^ 
tangible base In the French tabor movement. Not Stjrprlitngly. the NFS became 
closely assOdated With the Guesdisl Quvner. 

In addition to tr»de unioiu., the bte 1880^ and the ie9(H tlao »w a rewal 
of the du Oawd, or empLoyment ceiwrj^ when workerj aryl potential 

emptoyrrs met to negotiate wages and wotkmg condithma tor fobs, ^ubadized 
by die mtHuopuluMe, ih«sc itbot exchanges had boeii in exomce in nvany 
terwns tn Fnnce Ibr years, but aho' ifac kgahzanon of unions, (hey eKpantkd 
their hnlcbons enormoudy, beooinisrg ooUcrs whor iht new unions hdd 
meeungs orgofnlud edutstiema] courses and leqturei, eKabbshod libraries aiid 
dissemmated inEormaiion about jobs and soc^ ideas. They were usually under 
the ocmtnci] of the wuums unioris sn a ghwi uiidr^-such as haldng or 
tailoring—within n psjlicular dty. Finahy a Federation pf bourSca du Travail 
Was Set up in 1892, whldi became the leading syndkahstic dvil ol Gusde's 
National Federation of Syndicatrs 

The guiding spirit behind the newly expanded bMotSS was Femond 
PcUoutler, a [ubfrcular young imeliecnial who managed to break away fftmi 
his suingieni Cuhobc background and bring his nkfitf bo tbe service of 
worktrig-cUu cautn. Initially a mcinbcr of the Parti Qu'imr, PcUopocr broke 
with Its IniuncOoh against the gnura] strike as a lemlutUMWy tococ and m 
189T became an adherent erf Kropotkin's anardust enniintnttm. ‘More than any 
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un^lc- individual, this devciccd tnati pt^moied th£ as cducacmul nucki 
iw J llbcTlanan cammunisc society, indeed, firmly □pposn.g all Ulcmpls toliartv 
liiCTn into pcJtiioil mutics fen pajHammouy ends. The task of (he haurset, un hts 
ryes, wii to inform and educate workers, enamraj^e ihrm id Lake the initiaUvc 
in fewenin.^ sorat change, and unpatl W them the sloUs and lavcrwlc^ iJny 
would need 1C admimsiec a syruhcilisr sodety. Between IBSH and 
under hl£ dnectiDn, the Fediaalidn cf &our»s du TwwJ beone du largiM 
mdrpendeM workers" orB^tttWn at FranoeL Alihou^ti Peflouun w»j n^t an 
mwrrecUotwy. ihe Ftdcraium became ihc raUyine ocnler fbr imbunia who 
(avwird rcvdhiOonxiy ntdiisErfaj xlnn over ihc paifnmeniaiy WMefQr of 
Cunde tSOdalbts Afcet PrikmUerdsed m 1901 31 [he 0 ^ ikin^foMr. Ke was 
IP be Tcvecetl by the Freiach working dass^ whedt Urasured his memory fdr 
generations Ed come. 

Thfoughout the ISSOsv between the syndjcaJjstic Federatkm of BouiMS du 
Travul and the M3(no3Ji-socisLisek National] ficderaDdtt df SyndlCftKs, iht 
quiltlofi df stralrgy—of direct ccOtiomtC 3 CUon thiMigh ihe genf3T*| «itke 
versus SUtet parliamenwlsm—was dehaml Lncensively. The Mirxlsts, In fact, 
were no Ins c^tlcal nf the syndicailists than the Syndicatiata were of ihe 
Murxuu. In a sharp attack on Spanish BakuninisuK FngcLs hitd mocked 
syndicalism as eotnpfetely UTuealisbc, because, as be wrote, the workers would 
quickly UK up their stnke funds before the captullsu would surrender iheif 
eontfiol of the economy. Engels, like Mjrx after him, totally Igrwred the 
IniUTrecdcmaiy role that the smke was meani to play Guesde, for his pari, 
vehemendy opposed the strike as a slep toward Insurrecnon, which he Idt wtt 
no longer feasible in Wostem sooeties m view of ihe sophLspcptlom of 
umaments and militafy rarrirs 

TJnthcr Engels nor Guesde. bowrvcT, weft able W lay these differences (O 
rest At the 1692 Congress of the Nsuonal Federation of Syndicilcs at hlusCille, 
1 batter conflict erupted between the propontnU of ihe general tvtkx ind 
SUppmmofpariiairHmlarisiti, jjid over ihe furious objecuom of dw <JuiadBis. 
the Confjms pattied a resohrnon bvormg the general strike Smcf 10QO. ihe 
siniggle (or support of die general strike wifhm the Pam Ouvner had been kd 
by Jean Allcnunr. a wuikcT'CtMninunajd who kid been deported to New 
C ak^nla after being (akm prisoner on. a bamcpdk Along wirh hut supp^fiers. 
the Ailemanists, he ftgured very sdgnlikantly m the subsequent syndtcalut 
tadKalu-atlon of the French trade nnion movement Although the AllenvmtStS 
aocepied many basic theoretical concepts of the Marrdsis, they were virtual 
tmmchkSU til their outlook and consistent revolulionanKs^ They fcughi theif 
way lo the leadership csf ihe ?arn Ouvner againsr the Guesdlsls and the so- 
called ■'P0Mibilist5,''led by ihc former snarchbt’Wnonar Paul Brouiw. who was 
mpwfig SKadily toward a reformist posLuon—adviot^ung local municipal 
conirol wuhin die Erwmcwcirk of the nationstate- 
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Ai 3[ a in. Nanifa in 1^4, the GLiesd,i$($ withdrew ennreLy 

from ihr NaUDnsi Pederatitin of SyTidiute; and tried to form a Labt^r 
oi]g3niranon of UieJf own. The icntunenti tif die worfcers iti dK NPS, however^ 
iniLainied mainly with dir ayndHaJists. in ld$5. the and the Fedecadoin exF 
Eout^es dn Travnj liwegtd TO etabllsh an ennreJy new eHrgihlzadofi, iht 
Cnntederadcin du Travait (GjT) cr NatLonal CDniederadon of Labor, ii 

was a compLeu vlctcrry for syndicaiisin over parUamenLaiiam. As a rcvolndcnary 
S^yndlcahjl fetUi^utMi, the CGT eschewed all reliantx on ptaiLia'meniary 
meaayres to advance ihc interests of the working class and adopted the 
EcncTnl strike ai ITS cardlnsl weapon for die uansfoTwadoTi of society. 

Bofore the esiablishmeni cif a nniiied French Sociatiai E’my m 1W5 unde? 
the leadership of Jean Jaures, the sacdalLsl pardes in France nnmbered Ihte: 
Guesdlsts, AllenwniiSLS fwlio had spin from iheir synditallsnc comtades), 
Brouari.^u^ Blanquiats, and independenis. Their tiisioi)', laden with intemecfne 
warfare, is too landed to nnscjambtc in a few sentences, htil in 16^6 they were 
at least able to s^gree that in (lecttons^ while they couLd oppose one anoiher on 
the first bollOL whichever soraalist candidsie sttivived woidd .gam their united 
votes, on die second. 

These divisions and the growing p^rlnmentacy oriehiaiiOA of Lhe sociailists 
had hide inlbence on the newly formed Gonf^^don Mauonat duTnvaiil. For 
ncaiiy two decades after its fafmation, die CGT remained a revolutionary 
syndlcidisL unioti, Tepe^todly jidvocatittg ihe straieigy of the general suike ii« 
altemaove to paihamentaTy sadalisni. Serious French anarchLsts—^ihuse who 
were noL cnamDrcd of IciTDriam—gained Union positiona in its growing 
appawttts imd sided enormous^f to us miHtaricy, Imbutrig the CGT with s 
spirit of direci acdon and even sahatage. But the CGT was very loosely 
organized and marked hy considerahLc Local autonomy, its individual syndicats 
pulling the Kmfedersao'ri in many dlEferent dstiecttotti. Its militant, indMd 
rcvoluduiwy appearance ko ihe contrary notwithstanding the confederahon 
remained a baLtlcground between refonutsLs and levofudonaiics, as well aS 
those who preached a compromise between the iwo win^ and sdll: others who 
adveRtunsdeaUy demanded small slrikcs as a kind of rcvolulionary gymnastics 
for the working class. 

During Its predominantly syndicalist period, the CGT conducUnl naaity 
major suies that knvolvicd hundreds ol thoUSarids oF wyikerj- As Peter ^rieams 
observes: 

Despite ImpOiLant nuctuauhiit, all Indiees of stnke aenvity showed growLpg 
intensity duning most of the |pte-World ll s?eriod- The Srai airempi at a 
nadon-wide suike occuned m 1906: the first cfTcctrre induotry-Jidc scrilre 
began with die mtnets' rising of 1902. I>uringthe twodccTdet before World 
War I, aimcKSt every conceivable meihod of stiikiug was tried, often for the 
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fiisl liciUc. None oE LtUi mvDlyed mort Jiao a rntnojily ij[ ihc ^TJtking class, 
boil II was a nJiwniy. During ihe wholr pcnud trom 1S99 

IMU, sihkes b}/ mdustfial ajid injnsfKfli woric<n mvoKtd a louiL of 
parqapanu Many workers stnuk srvcnl (Uniail times, of 
course; bul k be assunncd that al kadi a nuSion mMilfaclumg wwkets 
went on single h kast pttcc * 

Indeed, ai !« peak itiembcrsTup in 1^12, die CCiT dalmed to have 600,000 
members, aLOioai^ only 430,000 paid dues to the drganlzaUan. During the 
same years, well uver flEty percent of at! Fnench unMniad WotkeB beionged to 
the OGT. makstag 1i Lhe Lajrgesi lahcw organLzauon in the 

Em by no means jhflLild this statistic be interpreted is evidence of stiong 
s}T»dkalist senUttittil imong llic Fitiitb indtiitria] proleuriil CGT militancy 
was undtruably wmwiive to iKt g^flwinrg indusnial wofldvroc,»is evidenced 
by the lu]gc number of suilus thal swept over die coutiuy in 1912; but K l$ 
h^tdy un^ly ihai most Cfjt monbm were comnuiuid lo jynduidbsin as a 
social docjjme and i rettoEuuonary genml sotVc. In bO. despite the fiery 
aniary syndicaltH leaders and the Tesoluticins nf llvcir cungncsscs, the CGT 
never Iried to stage a PevoLutiocury general aniae. Ntif, fcM iJiail rtiaiwr^ thd its 
phetoeic :about direct HCtlon and ni^nJls far sabotage ever amount to much more 
ihan a nuisance for the l^rench haurgeoLsie Al Jie lURl of the centUtyH PPench 
workers v-ere more prudent in dealing their cmployerj than their artisanal 
forefalhcM had bfcn,, indeed, many did not. accept syndkallsm tw else (hey gave 
It a nodding acknowledgmenL Of ihe strikes oondltfted by the CGT between 
ie99 and 1913, b)' fir the gncaleit ntimljei, irewcvlwng the moH workers, 
(Xcurred early an, m |4(a0, when French aitisins itill lomud a very Iwge 
pcrceni^gf of the working class. 

The ncHest the CGT militants ever came no earujbcung a levulumm or a 
minaong a revolutionary general svike was in i SlCt when the nilway wolhers 
on die Parls-Nord tyjtem went on Strike in OeWher. A JtnUe committee 
(hereupon called for a general strike, hoping iha.l the Pula-Nord action wonld 
spread to the western division of the railroad ^y^tcm and finally to all Indnsiries 
in the counity- But the Jirike in the weaiem divisiori was qubekty crushed by 
Ftime Minister Anstlde Briand, himself a former anarcbltl and fetvent advocate 
ol the general Hnke who hsid since become a socsaJtJl pirllamcniarian, and 
what was even marc demonalmi^, the workers m ihc eisiem and SoUlhem 
iwttiMd dnvwnf HtHply refused to join thtir fednw wotken m die west in a 
strike, even mllun die radway sysxem. The union's defeat wu thus crnnpkw 
and bumdunng. 

Fiiu%, a^i iht war approached, the CGT leadrvthjp, trKludmg ha bmeau- 
CT?tLC mfraotFuCturCk dnftcd more and more ioward ihc eonventionaE tiwde 
unionism of the Brltuh variety. During and idler the war ihe CGT turned into a 
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convtnaoni] tKe^J-uid-buiKi Mwien. mmily address*^ cconcHiuc ii«« 
wichin the of ihe capitaltfi caHiomy. Iis ^imdiisl: Jind syitdk Ji5t 

aunpanetiii r^ry ^tid beolnr tnuEinalkcd mllun ihe wortanig 
I^Gowiin^ the Rjutsun Revohatkifl, the French Corntnunists took control of the 
unsiiHi, ovedcwdtng It wtih labor borcaucrals and a Lr^enship thii winly 
accomttiodated itself lo changing CcurutiuniSii jxJkiej while mamtiinuig a 
Kteady, quasd indepetideni hold of the muon's reins. 5yndu;aLl4nn^ which Had 
shown so much piomisi m the Ikjii d*«dr of Lhc CwerHicth century, receded 
almost everywhere m the postwar petiod—exieept m Spain, where it becajite the 
ideology of (he cnyncry^shugc Ubor movcmcnl well into ihe avd war of 19->6- 
39. 

Allhough the French proLctartat dud carry oou gettet^f strikei later in the 
(Wmlltih tTnlury. even as talc as 1995, it did not lirdc them to rcvolutiotiaty 
demands on any senngis scale Pwricades appeared from Lime to time, but 
mcTcly as symbols of protest, not as lampans of insurrcctLon F-bulHehl and 
sggtessive as the French workers rentamed, they have never again Tetumed to 
icvolunocLary action. 


PROLETARIAN SOCIALISM: MARXISM 

Karl Marx did not live long enough lo see the profound UftpSiCt hlS ideas had 
upon the world. Nor did hr witness the schematizahOin of hi.s vlea.s1n(oa quasF 
religious dogma m the yeat& following the BolshtnTlt sctzuie of power —hi 
drbasement that would oertarnly have appalled him. Af;eT spending abcnil half 
his Ida In e.Kl!e. moslly in Landon, deeply involved m organizaaonaL as well oa 
scholarty acuinties, he dwd m l@e>, jnd ihc staggering body of then- 
unpublished manuscripts, notes, aitd correspondence that he left behind, as 
well as the worts he published during his tifetime, attest to a single-minded and 
remarkable commument: to formulate a thoraughgoing eriltcal artalysis oF 
social devi^kipmetil, parUcularl}' of capitalLsm, and to advance a politics that 
would peovtde worlters wiih the gtudanee needed (o replace bourgeois society 
With socialism. 

The value of hi^ end&vor cpnntH be measured siiiiply by the sficer viofunie of 
bus work. Ploudhon pubtished as much, if tich more, tn a shottn lifespan. But in 
ctmirait to Pioudhon^ who often iesped into print wUh ?ny pMsing (de? th* 
occurred to hiro, Marx usually published his views only after long and careful 
reflemon. His iheoiencal w-as. uriierenof;. .and he dtsdamed (he patendy 
inoMVipleievohenhsoy.and poorty Eonridaled kteas (4 bis ladioal ctirttenipor:^^ 

Fro^ adislance of a century OJnd a half. Marx ts dilhcuh to read today portly 
hecaure the theovetiol standards and liteiwy chw^cterislic of his era— 
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inClLicnccd as it was the bgh intrlJccCuaJ level and hopes nlT ihe 
Enlishtcnmeiat—sutfcTHi a stjcjidr altridon in the ysars foilowtug, hij UfittitK. 
Vet the rich Lnughla Ln hu writings are an iintne^ilUnlble treasure that, for ail 
their Jaiilngj, thitiking people can ignore only h the •tost of thtu cuStuiaJ and 
intdlectiiaL de^'dopmeciL 

Mzrx seems lo have lei htlrudf two ptltwpsJ USlil: the htsU to urnnasb ihe 
haddrO nontre pi cjep^ouai™ and ihe Ir^eetniy ol die capiLaltst 

dcvelopnKnl; the scccmd. to csubl^ ihc UKOKWal basis Ebr a ctmHWiily 
rcvr^utiotuiy practice. Before his wnnn^ gainn] bnlluenoe, opnohsm had 
sUCCf.SSJ^lly fashioned an inuge ol itself as the natural cconninic framcweirh for 
a free, jinridkal]]^ egaltlarlan. atid basically |USt UXlety. Despite the vast ond 
■Obvious dilTeKnCftS in wejlth beiween berargenis pncl ptoletanan, capLialist 
ideology hod considEriblc sucocss in presenting LLi raonomic order ets based on 
a bxed conception of "huinan nHuie" jUlJiP thjn on historically tjondicirvneci 
dasS inie-rem^ Sodeiy was ur>ders.UHsd to be guided by 1 "narurai'' desire for 
personal by which every pusmDnkKis and hftrdworhii^ individiiaj OOUld 
hope to aEEm nulriial Itcunty. indqxndcncts and.ft’in wraith, iritspcfiive of 
the socMil stMW into which (awsJly) he was bom ^FE^ts apologisss^ m 
<Ef<ci. redded capitalist SOCtety not so much as a Syitmn of -soaal relations liS 
an agglomeration of COir^cUtLvr indivldiwls, each autoUennousty capable of 
making his for less comnwcily, her) fortune through free enterprise. 

Adam Smith, perhaps the mcist morabsUc of the classical economiSIS, had 
added (o this idnologj/ ihe noticn of an ‘'tn^Taible hfcfid'' of ocunpetiuon, in 
which |he self-mceiesi of (OCh individual allegedly redounded to the general 
good. CapitaJism was thus cxlolled as (he rMional lulTiUmcnL of thousands of 
years of huln^n cfevelofttncnE—a Bcu^ hoc society ui (he sense of Srulty pvmg 
Full expresston to individual selC^ntertsL iHlf-inlctcsL itself acx^ulied a 
bencbccnt and -socially constructive lorm, since ihx mammuanon ot an 
individual's imeresu was saUl tt> utdmately advance ibe matenal conditicms of 
life for alL promoting Invaluable technological advances that glcimauly 
bcncEilnl hutnamcy, and fostering peace and muiual undcrstandiing ihiougb 
the worldwide jpowth of tommeroc. 

Mac3[ shattere-d ibis imigt, not on^ by decrying (he itijUiSliOtS and miclues 
of capsuibsin but by sy$(etnatlcaUy dcmonslnUng (Is mbenrnl armaonahty 
l^ofoundly inftuenced by Kegd's htuoncal devdoplrien^ "f 
thinking, ht dematisiraiod lhai eopacalism was ncalher naturally capresstvT of 
a basic hutruin desire for gatn nor free of inherent and potentially fatal 
ccMKJradLcnons. Far from being a classless aggloiTKrauon of sdf-intcrested 
ItidlvidMalSi Mant argued, capiLaliit sotleiy w»S lOiTi by bitter cotiFliccs between 
the prolctBTvat. and (he industna] bourgeoisie. These (wo fundamenUtl ckliies 
had irreoDTuHable mlercsdi^ and iheer conflict would result either in ihe 
ovenhrow of ibe eapLiallK social oedcr by die industrial workers, opening the 
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wiy (O' SOCUlifTn, or—as Mars and Engds pul it in T?ic Communtst Manl^tiT— 
in the Mcnmcin rvLn c?i hoth eJasaes and,, by Inference, the bicakdown of 
c:|vt]i 2 cd Bocial life. 

Hen^, far frum being a unlt^lMly natural: aodety (hat marked the 
culniinaiiDn of hisEtxry, caphaiiam wa,s hiamiically transitgry, 3 . pha$e. (indeed, 
(he dosing phased in husnunliy'slong attempt to rise from anitnallty m (he full 
realimwR (4 its pnwera and cenadMiStWiS in i iHlionaJ society—one 

in which properly would be ODrtimunalJy owned and (he production and 
dlsirtbuiifm of good* would be guided entirely by the satisfactiem cd human 
needs. 

Had Mans argued for communism in merely clhkaJ terms, he would have 
been no more or Jess important [ban many Other SoCisJist and currnmmist 
thinkers of his day. lut his argument was instead far more histofto^L arid, 
economic on as he conceived of it, ''sdendfk.'' than those of his soctahst 
contemporaries. Not only did his wrliu^ denude captallsm of aU its heni^ 
hut mythiL pretensions, showing how it had emerged OUl of (he breakdown of 
feudalism and how the wealth and property that bei^me socially dominant 
wer* acciimulstedby ihcfl and vtoLencc. He [urtha: showed that capitalism wa.^ 
fair more chan merely a system lo reward (he capjtaltsT with profit fer tiis 
erLir«pre.rieunal abiliues. Itathcr. he said, il was based on the hidden 
CTtploiiarion of the working dais. Whai appeared on the surface lo be a fidr 
Uansaction—the eiechange of wages for labor power—aenja]^ conceakd the 
espYopriatijon oi "surplus" labor, or labor over and beyond that which workers 
actually retjuired w wdsfy thelf own ipe«Ls. deWhtig It Unknowingly to the 
bourgeoisie. It was precisely this objcciive analysis laf capttah^ Citploliattcin— 3ti 
opposed to morai dentmeiatiionsormiustkror unfairness, inUiiitivc enddsmsof 
capitalism, or various nemotw aboui IntetrCSt a$ the source of profit, often made 
by his soc^ist and Proudhonisi contemporanes—that Man: regarded AS the 
SdcntlRe compofietit of his anslysis. 

In unmasking capitalism as; a system of exploitauon-^hose nesJ operation 
wem coFKcalcd by myths oF personal autonomy, or by the admmistrative 
conijibutbna nf capiialisis rg rhe pnxew of producdon—M*T?i [tied W shtm 
that, (he success of individud entrepreneurs in a necessarily cgmpedtivr 
markeiplace inevKdb^ led 1 j 0 (he ellmitijidon of rival capitjjbsis and, b}' 
absorption as well as growth, to the concentration of capital m fewer and fewer 
hands Thar '"atiardldc" competition for an ever greiUrr shatt of (he mwkuc ngr 
only gave hse lo pcrigdic economie dislocaugns, or crises; it was tdtimatcly 
destined Lo produce a general, indeed chronic ciisis in the entire sysieiii, tri 
which the gyeat mass of praleiarianized people would be pitted against ever 
fewer capUalisr magnaie^. In Cupimf, m a ringing passage that culminates his 
chapter on ihe "Klsioife^ Tendency of Capitfllist Accumulation," Mart 
declared that m the course of capitalist comperlnon.. 
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On.« Oiptcaliii ajwityt kiUs rruny. Hjnd in hind umih this crntriidsaLion, or 
ihds cxpno^riatron of nun^ capdt^fttj lew. develops Qn an ever exienttin^ 
icate, ihe ayofvnuivt Ebtm of ihc Ub^-procro, iht ccnisdow (rdinkal 
jppbcaum of sodKie. (he metliodtaf culuvanon of dw SOif. lhe mmioniidr 
Cion of [he in^cmmeinu of bbcnir bito iemnunentf of peoductifm onlyusiihtF 
in commoTL, che ewtwmksittj of ill PiKSn* of pmduciKR hy [heir use Ehe 
means of production of combmed, sodiHsed Lahoitr, the ent^Rglement of aU 
peoples m the net of (he world'iMrl<a, and (hll^ the InterrunLotial tharacter 
of (hr oiplLatisUi: r^girne. Along with die constantly diminishing nuinbeT of 
the ma£nate» of captLaJ, who usurp and nuonopolLsr all advaotaj^s of ihls 
pnocesi of rransformjlicm, geciws the mss* of miiery^ oppression, ilavery^ 
do^adadem. cxpJcdtallon: but with (his loo grows ihc revolt of the wofldng- 
o1k$, a (iass aiwiyi inaeasing in oumberSi. and dasaphned, uruted. 
orpmused by ttw very tivKhunun of the i*races* of eapitabsi producoou 
irself. The nwnopoly of capUal bruHiKS a fetter on (he- nvodc of pfoduclKHi. 
which has sprung lip and Dounshrd along wi(K Hid undet (t Cmtialisaoon 
of the means of prodiKlkon and sgciaJbadon of [ibour u lajt rcadi a point 
where they becoiOe incompadble with (heir rapliULiat LotcgumeiiL This 
integumeni is hursi siundet The knell of cspimJui pnvaie ptniperty jountfs. 
The rxpraprialota are ExpropTuted.^ 

History Im yet to render a verdia on all the piognose* ihH Warn advanced Ln 
this passage. Dili wha( la arresdng is ihai a book ptiblkjihcd in ISfiT., when 
Eutisanai producilon and peasant 3^gncu]0J.lT fOli dcmtnailcd ihe buTOpean 
economy, auiuincd sud) an e^ttr^rdumy inaghr mio the tra^ecaaTy of 
capitalism, even Ua InniJornuUofi hom a idilnely loraducd. («m mto a ^o4h 1 
ecutwtny 

More than any cooumporary work of revolubonaiy socuILsin, Marx's 
prognoses were OVerwhclmlngLy premised on (hc induauial rslpilalisl econonry; 
the Mticralizanon and mechanization ol industry; the imposslbUliy oF managing 
production except along sodaLized bnes; and the ibollElon of private properly 
in all major s^pherea of produebon Most ooivEcmporary scKlali^E a.rid 
Praudhonist theonsls, by eontrasL, gained iheir suppqil from anisans anrd. 
grerunded iheir ideas WKhin the framework, of ao arUKantl ccOnooiy. Ibicy were 
unprepared (jd demind such a sweeping Eransfermausn of $<Kl£ty., Least of aU 
the complete aboll-IIOti oE pnvaic property. As we have MCn, nearly all scxulled 
"utopun"* sodilisu, even Owen—ihe mast lahof'OrUtiXed—as well as 
Proudhon—esscnually toujihl ibe equitable dtscibution of property Vny 
Eew were prepared to exchrde all capualistK forms of pmuie property 
erwnerstup from a soc^LIh $OCbeiy. Indeed, ai one wne Of another, iiiany 
socialists and Proudhontsu e$^$en(kally voiced the ispiraootu of [he imslt-scaie 
producer in a premdusvilil world, even by appealing for MllaboraJiion hetween 
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ardsdns and indu^cno] cdptLaii±i£. Marx, however, addressed hunsELE net. co 
arUKins Calthouj^ he oflcn rcEerred Lo them as "proLctaiian^''} but tc the 
industrial wprLumg dass. NoL surprising, the large proletanan pardes rvf the 
late nineteenth century, lilre Ciueide's Paid, Ouvricr, ^o•^Inld tus views tnore 
relevant than those oi any niher theorist of the time. 

Had Marx conrmed his worlt to the endque of capitalism and the sources of 
class struBglc in miidem sotaeny, his wwk would snll have been tdimpotshabk 
value But contrary to the myth that he was only a (heoiisl, Marx was deeply 
involved thTouE.tiodL hds life wth the workers' tnoveincnis of his day, and he 
aL$o advanced a eoncrele practice, or politics. Thts censurutes whai he 
considered to be his second major oonlributiDn to socialism. Unfortunalely, his 
politics was filicd with So many arnbggtiLLies that after his death it created, a 
iiLured le^cy ior his followers. Indeed, dacifym^ whaji Marx had meant became 
j source of oonJlict among individuals who shared the name Marxist. As a 
iTBulc, vanows letidencits wnttnn ''scteriuflc sociiilLjTn" wei?e pined, sg^lnst ene 
another, often with gims etfecLS on the workeTs' movement as a whole. 

With the onibreak of the First World War, verbal disputes over Marxist 
politics escalated into m^or sptils In the movement. Within the Mandst fo'ldi an 
immense hterarur? emerged rhat denoimced noi only other $nci^>$r Kojencie^ 
but also other Marxists, eventually leading not only to divisiions but ultimately 
lo armed slrujg^es between self-professed Marxian rTK™e[nen.ls. In the wxkc of 
the Biiiljberrik llevoluiiion oJ 1^17, MtLTXLjts tnflitied ttpresstve actions agprruji 
those who claimed to provide more authentic versions of Marx's ideas, not to 
speak of conflLcts with non-Marxisi schools of socialism. 

The source of the conflict w^at^ not MaTii'’s political wriungs alone. kiarntLsi 
movements were by no means Insulated from the bourgeois society they 
OppLised—indeed, like the bnner anarchist Anstide bnatid, they easily became 
miegrated into- it and eventually worked to couniervail the rsvnlunonary milieu 
from which they had originally emerged. Their dccldcdiy parliHincntary 
oTtenwiwn made them pariictiLatly vulriertble to cooptahon by boutgeols 
society, especially in the years following the defeat of the Paris Commune. 

Moreover, oOnirsdictory as It may Mem, Marx himseir Strongly favored the 
funher devclopmeni of capitalbsm in the nineieenrh century, an ouilook that 
excused or fostered in his follo'WTrs n tendency low^rd xcoommodition (0 the 
capitaJisL system. Throughout hrs life, Marx tisd advanced a theory of htstorical 
development lhat assigned to capitalisTiv the nj3c of advancing wchnobgy, 
hopefully lo a point where u would ha possible to free humsnicy from the 
demanding “sodalty neacssaTy'" work needed for subsistence The achl^vemern 
of scimtLsm—or mcsre property. I 15 most advaiKed s^ge. communism— 
retpiined thal the means of producbCJn he dctn^loped to a point where humaoi 
beings could be freed from malcrtal StarcHy and toll to manage society and 
cultivate iheir inlellectual and smishc scnsibiliUcj. Thus the development of 
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uplLalism, pjiTCicuLarly il£ TrvoLutionjiiT' role in ^divajnqng Ubor-SAvinn 
WChnul^gy, w»j jc<n by mwl Maixisu, 3.% f hisEoncal and Kanomic 
pm«(iitsiljC fiar ihc einci^nDC' ^ socutisfR- 

Ounng (he teveblrecU oi 15^9-49^ Marx fdl ihffc woftttrs obtletd lo 
TnitLer cridcal support for the ereation of» bour|i;ai5 irpubllC^ free of aLL fmdjl 
eEiturnbjances and. obstsdo 10 Ftm uade ai^d njuidrihciod They were fiven 
CVpccied subordinate dieu' own tnovemcnls Ln the mieml of advancing 
tapiulisi devdopment m rrUuvdy kmdevdofwd eounliV^ Only m the 
’^Address ol [he CcnCrTl ConmiUrt K> the CocnmuFUSi Lei^e, did Marx and 
L'niffis uLL for ihe esrabListimcnt of a ¥mTkera' par^' that aimed to rsUiMl^K (til 
own “revoluuoniiry worVcf^' govcttitnemrs, wheihet lu the form oE munk-ipM 
COinmlliee:^ and tnvnii:apai counuls or in the Eorm of workers' dubs and 
workers' ooinniittecEk”'^ Thtt [uny. Man wid Engels rwu' believed, should 
remain independent of all pertnanem alhanEea widi the boufu^emsie and well- 
off peosanis. 

But this document. whKh betamc pivotal in decades oE disputes amanp; 
Warasts, ffhi IWelf a stfOFCe Ctf amblguiiy. ft Lfiiled o£I tn pTograitmutH; 
demands lO e^aUte bwi^gooiHlciwipTia^ proposals for iruwf equilablc iMitt, 
the naoonahzation of ralfuoys and JkcItirtOS, and sUK delHa 1^0 hiriher 
Ttiention W4.S made oE "revotuuotwjy workers' govemmervLs" oi workers' 
mun.Kipal commUteei and municipal countals." Indeed, the ■workers were 
abjuTcd Eroin propoBltiR "any dirccGy comnujnisTK TFieaiurei.'"ll Thus, except 
for (heiT ivnnngi on the Pans Conumme. Mirx and Enj^els Klvanced the 
dr-nund for a hi^Ey ccntraliled —indeed, JnEifcdetaikst-^peimUiC as ihe 
polilical goal of a workeB' psrry 

writings Wi the ■Gornmyruf, as we have seen, were a further source of 
juihiguLty. It^si. the}' may be regarded as a shorc-E'N’ed flLnauon wi|h 
lederalisin. And in a feller W PomeU Nieuwenhvus (hat he wroK ihortly brlorc 
hit death, Marx dtirmssed the Commune as a needless and w-aaichd uniruopal 
uprising, "of nnc dty in e:5«*rp(jiDnat dtcuttiaianceSv'" that could tiave been 
avoided—.and sitioulcl have been—had the Cnminutuirdi shown beittr 
judgmcni. in thrir dealings iwllh the Naliorid Assembly.’^ 

To oompluaic nuum hmher ? cardinal ihfint in Man's praise few ihe 
Communt was ihe need lo eomplctEfy smash the bovrgtiiiia i^ihamenury 
stale. Ebii hi later citpciSfled amblJUiJus vt*ws about even that goal and 
suggested tnsleud diai in certain capLlalist Countnes ihe workit^ class could 
takr powTET ihrouftb tbe emsung capiiaListiiC electoral jnachincry—Tcmn'dng the 
scry need tor Insutrectkxn In 5eplcmbet 1872, Mant noted that there art 
dillcteni roads by wtuch the woikmg class could achieve “puIttKal supitmacy ” 

We know chat tbc msucuuons, cuiioms and Lradanona in the different 
c<?Uocrits have lo be taken into arcounu and we do not deny the ejostence o£ 
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CMitHncS Uv Ammca. £p:£^Jiiu), .. HoHjimL thr vwkEfs nu^ 

tKcir aims by ptatiful imafni Thin btin^ \mc wc mi3H fJso eipdnijc 
Uiu kn most CXiuntrics on Eb« ContLncnlilli forc^whlkh must be Lhe levitrcf 
CKur revolution; it is tarex whicii will have lo be reajrMd In/jf (I [l>t»e in oidicr 
to csublljb ibe rufc cf tlw wnrlteriJ^ 

This becfliiu; ewn none distuibtnf* whEn laur rn Eif^ 

added Fraiwc to Mara'j list, 5n ^ slifOtLljf bffprf hb death in IS#5, En^Ls 
wrnic a ne^ IhLtioductian to TV Class 5Cni|]gCes In FTanc£ —Mfiint'i work oti the 
RcVtil-Uunn—dtat seenwd [O deprecate the tndiUary feudaUity af smeel 
Bglumg by armed woekers traiJMd irmia, OdierS were e«(l more eager 

to vitiale nmirectHm: tnwr Engek's prcuau. Karl Kautdty, dtt «djiar of lhe 
German Social Democratic theoreoca] oigBj], Die NVue Zeit, watered down ihe 
introdnecloci, leaving, the impressioii: that mwnSftlonBiry noeasUTes vperc 
eompktely otUoEete^-and, by Inference, that parlmnentaiy means were the 
preferred foael to ^'revolkidonafy" social change In a remarkably pedtsnlan 
mtupreuilOiTt of syndKalbl docinon, Eltgeb. U wc have seen. al^O contended 
ihai the genend Alike was. destined to lall aa a means fot (han^^ society 
bccayst lhe workers would run eui of strike Funds. 

There ate su/fident pauagca in ihetr rollKied works W justify a poruayBl of 
Marx and Engels as either evijlutinnary or revolnUotiBry in dietr vtews abv?ui the 
transFbrtnaUOn of capitalLsm Into Sodalism. Nof can we led with eeiladnty what 
kmds of Imaiudons they EiulFy dwttghl i«<OUld Kpbcc the iHahamcntBy 
system if i workers' party look power: the equivalent oF a woetcers' House oF 
RepvescnLaUves or Chamber of Deputies? MunbClpaJ commltleea and coundti? 
Workers’ dubs (the injdtutwns of choice in P^rbian revotuPonsJ and 
committees? What tan be said with certainty U that Mjant lavored a strongly 
ceniralkiod workers' stale. aS duittigiiiished hom ConJederadonS^ to admiiiisur 
econDirui: and socut hCe—and. as hds behavloi m the Iniemauonal showed, a 
highly cenEnllSOd party appmUus lo lead lhe soniatisl movement- 

Thc Mant-Iingels wrlUngS provided ample lusuftcilimi for Che GueSdist 
^gUment thnl the sole way for the workers to gain suce power was by 
parli^rnentary methods rather than by a general Strijiix or jnsuireCtbon, as they 
also did for Rosa Lusemburg and V.i. Lenin’s comnuuwrrt » an armed 
proletarian Uprising. It is not surprismg dul. as EaTopein MarxisL pames 
were esiablrihcd, they bteame pitmmly pstrlumentaiy machines iaz decung 
candidates [Q public oJifice in the bourgeois Aatr^leadmg to bitter disputes 
with the remjitiing minority of Marsun Mvolutionarles whO'. with gyowtng 
anguish, fell ihn their most cherished tdeids wen being benayed by 
reformtsis. 
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cHAPTEn 33 TKe Sodal Democratic 
Interregnum 


Dupiu th£ Dgnsideiabie pubbc rspiumiQin Karl Marv ^ "red 

tcrrcirist d-Dct-Dr" wbio ^idcd die IntEnmicmal during the Fari^ Cammune^ 
ht; most impoiunt wridn^s and theories hod only Limited Lnilucnce dunti^j; 
hts lifetime. By the time ai hU tn in London, CupittiL been 
iiatisLaled into on^ two laiii^agcs—Rttssian and French—and Uandsm as a 
credo was Lr.geL/ Utiknuv,rtv eitcepl atnOng smaJL groups of radical 
intdJectuals. VirtuaLLy ignored m EngJjndK ll wm popylaTiwd (0 i limStcd 
extent in Fnanoc due to the cEFarts nf the indeJacigablr Guesde. For the rest of 
The continent, MArKt»m was too exotLe to g;iiLn i«ride accepiatice. lialtiuis, 
Spaniards, and Russians were more scrongLy induenced by anarchism, as 
were a sizable number of French syndkaJisti, who, around the turn of the 
century', formed the most uilluani and impressive working-class Tnovement in 
Europe. 

Apart from Guesde's small] Farti Ouvrier, {ounded m ISfil, no Marxist party 
came into Btistence while Mare was ali-ve In 18T5, Wilhelm liebknecht and 
August BebcL, Marx's prinrdfial spoLcesmen in Germany, had muted the old 
man's more r^idlcal ideas in. order to cruLc a UnLlkd Germiiti vociatiSl pBttty at 
Gotha—bur to Marx's hiry^ rhe new parry's program was so reformisi rhat he 
and Engels scrtcoisly thought of dcnouiidiig ti and had to be pcrsa;iEided to llmll 
themselves to criucialjig it IntramvraUy. Indeed, Marx’s CittLjue oj die Gotliu 
Frogrom was not published until a decade aitcr his death atad only AL Engelses 
msucenoe. Thus not even Gernian woikera. m whose politKal aciiviacs Mane 
took a strong inteiest, formed a Marxist parry during his lifetime. Ycl Wlthm % 
decade of his dealh, his woihs were widely iftirslated and earefuUy studied, and 
in many pHrts of the Western world they had come to be vte*^ tevertntlally as 
an indispensable guide to crealing a socialist society. In iSmc, sckaal demoeratk. 
pardes that expressly adhered to Marxism were fornied, or were m the piotiess 
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erf fonriftrfwn. In ItUtny European UMmtiiiei, fliHWAg ■Ckrinainj^, RvHia, 
tc^gium, ihe Ncdierbodt, DcntmrK afwS 5w«cieii. 


THE SECOND 1NTEKNA7TONAL 

Ax ihcK 3 jtnjtig; ^nmun to Imt ditn lOjobo in 

HUMhtt Ihltnubonil^ with c«Jenncc», con^geessex. iiut i MocUrUJ tfr 
{WfdinaK ihdr mkntabinatTcluhllkt AiduH^oitEnunorta^ bbOf 
of (Ki« ki^ or anq^Vr Iwt beoi anicx^ [h< dcmK ^ iIk Rrsi Iitltnuttonil 

m IA72—nubily la DocrnlmaEe * jOUU $ini£g):c for ihe c^Eltintf day—a 
MancWrorimicd Stcotid InKnunonal did noi come kmo b«ln£ unui 1.S89. In 
that year two congccascs were -caUed in hkrtJ on itije cenunuy cE hstUU: Pay. 
both of whkh were intent on oeumg » new TniemationiL One cOnfrtU. 
overwhHiniRgly Frenefx, met at a haU in the Rue Lancry, under the auspKO of a 
sodailtit kndenqy known as the PosabiLisU, lASptKd by Paul Brousse. BtoUJXC, 
a fonmer anapchisl whose CEiliUMiasdc etnhrace of "propag^da by the detd" 
had nuide him a leaktu supporter of tcrrorisin, beoaine Ln the 18?(h a mUd' 
manneted, even ceBpedabfc advocite of mutuapaJ socialism, based on reformi 
and the purHiii of what was "possible''—beiKe the natnc that was given to hds 
movement 

The Dlhcf congress convened wUhLn waJkrag-distanjic of the flrel, at ■ htIL m 
the Rue ■pfiurUe. Although m ponldpants were fewer in ■number, ihey were far 
more InlernailiDnal in coonposiliDit: ihcy Dicluded men and wninen who were lo 
beeonu the major figures in IniemarkinB] Marxism, such as WUhelm 
Ltcbkneoht Au^St Bebel. Eduard Bernstein (who had not yet booome a 
ke%1iiDnls1j, Cui Ljcgicn (the head of the Gonun Free Urdom). and Oare 
Zttkm, from Gemuny, Eleanor Matre^velinf^ Jules (juesde. Paul Ijfargiie. 
Charles Ijpnguet, and Edouard VaiDanl. fton France; WtUiasn MotriiH fmn 
Bmiin; Oeorge l^rMuncrr, the ''fMber^ of Russian Uanssm; and Viciotr Mlet. 
wfrove formative roUm AusnimsociflldeniDmcy was oompanibleto Eehd'sin 
Gemuny ft was from this Eatboing that dbe sacaUed Second IntenuElfmaJL 
gycalty tnHuerKtd by the Mamsm of these delegates. i«M formed^ with 
brandus^—oOnsstnig mainly of pohbcai p*rws—m ad major couniries where 
workers" pardo were leg^. 

What partly induced the Second inumaoional in constitute itself as i 
tormd orgattiaat^tm wh an appesi from the Amertesn Labor tnuvement W 
endor« n new proletarian "bolldaiy,’' w be crniuncmaraled on May I, ISflfl', 
with the obfKt of ganung (hr cighl-hdur worltmg day. The Amentsm had 
caUad upon workers all over the world Lo slmuLtanenLisly go on luike on 
behalf of the demand-^ond Ln the process to denumstralx prolcLaalin 
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Strength, imerrutlQ'nii] solitlaiily. amd militancy. (As we shall see, however^ the 
Dajt'' rcsolutiDTi that dir ddcistcss paasrd ivas tiot exactly' the Dnt that ib 
America had advDcaied^ Ihereafier ihe acnnuaL {ongcesaes ihai 

the IntematicHial held passed lesoludocns not only For an eJ^t-hDur wcn'ldti^ 
day and iht 1nt]piweinen.t of living eondukrts ftir the proletariat, bui atao iai far 
more radical demands, sudi as (he nlbaiituticin nf dtlzcns' militias for regialar 
armies. Ii also made commutmcTi'Es v> hghi Cgr vivIversaJ and en^ge Im 

partbmentaiy activity, jesoLiitiims that were markedly disliniCt 'hiHii ihc 
demands of aiurdiisis and syndicitllsu Finally, at Lis i^utlch Congteu of 
ld9'3i, ihe EniematiionaL CqimalLy sdopted Mandstn as ils dnctiine at dioace, kn 
ihc presence cd a bcacming Engds,. who thus lived to sec bis name, toother with 
Mara's, enshrined as co-ftHindets of ihc latest serialise, mdvemeni in hlsicrty, 
indeed one that, in the decades foliciwing his. own deajdi two ymrs later, would 
achieve an inEuenoe oomparablc Eo tha^ nF a wndd rd^ginn. 

Ii says soroethm^ abwst the pollctcaL nwod of the dine, hewever, that the 
oongyess in the Rue PetreLle was also very ecumenicaL The Intemalkinal's 
feundin^ members irtchided nnl cmly moM at the world's leading Miraisls but 
also Petn- Leivrov. a kanling Russian Popullsi; DotneU Nteuwenliuls:. ‘wLm was 
soon to beecmie the most outsianding anarchist in the NethEflands^ and Gustav 
Landauer, one of Germany's most CEiEbrabed libcrtariaoi sodallsLs. To the 
chagrin of the German social democrats, the congress also had a complement of 
highly demonstrative indivldviali^tk anarchists Hven dier die Iniemational 
ofhdally adopted Maiadsm in 1B93, anarchists—prindpalLy the sizable number 
of Freridt syndicalists with an tticprcssiy ariarchlaa oncntaiiort—doggedly 
coTumueid to reappear at Iniemanonal congT-esses. Only in m a stormy 
moEting of the exmgyess in London, where the two opposing camps bom die 
old First InteiTiatlonal resurlikett wne all attarchlsuexpeEed, whereupon they 
abandoned any attempr to Te-enter the International and turned variously bo 
terrorism and lo syudLcalism as their stratqgKS of choice. 


BACKGROUND TO COMPROMISE 

As early as the founding meeting in the Rue P^trelle, the Germans began bo 
Eslahlish organizatianal and proEramraatiC hegemony over ihe new Inrema- 
tionai. Indeed, the sweep of Mandsm over the world actually had its beginnings 
in Germany, wheje ils popularity clearly Stemmed from ihe fidluje of the 
German ruling elasse^ lo arrive at a modus vivendi wilh ihc industrial 
proletariat, WhS:'iever power ^nd appropriateness Marx''s ideas iilay luve hs4 
on their own for mobiliririig ihe iruJu^irtal worlring class, they were given ih 
ehorinoUs impeiUS by ^smar^'s manic fear of sodalism and his tAlempt to 
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suppress ii. As liE (Ufncd craU the spncsd at sodjklist udtu had no beiUr hicnd 
ihln iht '"Itqti CtuActUoT^'* utUtLtnanj efforts lo cfFjce thcLr mAuciice 

owT a jp«n of twri™ you —fr-Qin IflTS to IBSC—’iJlimiljeLj^ did liiore to 
invi^ontc the revotudonery tone oE s4Cl4l democn;^ lhan Its own tnnsi 
eloquent ttglUEori and org^keri^ 

lionically, one* the fa^cy syBlem took hold m cenuaJ Europe, Granany 
might well have folLowed J. SOtiaJ vafKiiOTy comparable to that of bdtam, whose 
nohiliiy entl boUffeOlsiE hod shrewdly cOO]^ the irvdusLnat [^rpletamt. 
eventuaUy absorbing h into the tmvergtns cupilaihst sodpJ order, [n prindp^e 
ihere wu no reuon why ihds ccnild not a\so happen In Cenniny Tht German 
woriun were twa punkuLariy mdliueil, l« abne rewriutionary hke the Fretvd:i; 
nor did they svthr ubiwdyas dul Bndsh wocko^ duiinf the tnitnlxm to am 
■mtvRml economy Id the decadej iMIowing the supprcaAon tt the Pam 
Coimnunc, when ibe Cennan tndusriul lewdutiiH] fully under way, Europe 
enjoyed a Cemstderabh dc^ec of sociif peSK*. In taciv the piSdivi^ of the 
German wwher* can be crimed to the tevuluticinary yw5 of l&4e-+9, when 
German craftsmen—the wwldirg dass of that day^^lowed [henuelvesv for the 
molt pan, to be Led by nuddjedass liberals m their assault upon the dnpoilc 
irumarchies and duchies of ceritral Europe. In contradL to their Erenidi brethren, 
theGmnaEUt produced no major indepeDdent worlati^'Class TllOVecricnilof thelt 
own, S4ll] leu an Uprisins compaTUble W die June insuTTeoUuni m Parts. ThuSv 
German workers Temalned fairly tame well into the latter half of the nineteenth 
ccntLuy: indeed, suidi wtuhirvg-clBss otr^noadonj that they formed wtrt 
inamly educational and wcUarf associaoems, many of thtm influenced by 
Catholic and Ptotesunt clerics. 

The umuA^ of sociihsts hkx Mose^t Hess, WUhdm WetUmg, wrd Kwf Gr^m 
had far aioet tnfhtence amwfli German exiles and journeymen ahraad chan 
they did at homt, phym^ only ■ miiior ndc among crafuIMM m the German 
upnsai^S of aitd 1&I4. fULcal amsanal Dtpaumons wch as the 

Vfrieudening (lutcrallyt "fraienuzaiun'^ did surface durlnj die revolution, 
particularly m Berlin and Leipzig, but mo4[ German wocltcn (o^lowod m the 
tow at che llbcfaJS'—notably, acadanucs. professionals, and bureaucrats who 
bad been recruited Erooi the existing padtinvenis of vortous German 
sovereif^tUs Lc fonn a shon-ltved pan-German uahonid Icj^slature: Mcetinj 
m Frankrurt, thu Assembly, obsessed withlcgailanta a4id ooMUtuuonal nlctiks^ 
inclfectiully sqiuandCTOd Its oppo'rtuniiy to create a modeni unlEled nalicn out 
of the innumerable cjuasL-Jeudal stales. ducluiEs^ fo±e ciuesv and buhoprtes of ibe 
German-ipcildng wpeld oucslde of Austna. In the end, the Avcmlily tried to 
bestow ihc role of all'Certitan ccnsUtuilonal monarch on Frederick WiUkairt IV 
of Prussia, who swah bokshod iht offer aside, alter which ihe Assembly 
disappeared m the flood of rwetkm that IblLciwtd Lhe revoluwnt of dw penod. 

The l*duK of the TTWpluiiiotw tn die mtwus Gesmarnpealtng 
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(MrliculRrly in Pn±s5ia snd Anstrieu Icfl cipcn ih« ^nb'lem or fnfmLtig f 
imucd Crfraj-in n^lSCin, UnirioaiUOKi, wtitn il did OCCUJ, was ultimately bronze 
about nal Enotm below, by libei^s and EaaalLsts. but from abervv, by the 
Pmsfiftn moEUftity, under the stem guidance of Otto von Bismarclt and bu 
cohort of semtfeuda] reactionary Tnilbtarists, the Junlcer landowners bom east of 
the Elbe River Indeed, for more than a quarter of a centiuy, from \ flb2 ro 1S90, 
HistnaTtlt preiaded over German 1n t tAreer (hat was tUtlc less than 

(.yclotijc. Hamng been elevated to the poaation, of Prussian prime PimiSier in 
he soon rurtved his well-qalned hTsaslan armies on AuBtria im ISfid, 
victoriousJy removing Vienna from the race for German he^mony and In the 
^me year absorbed Hanerver, Schleswig and Holstem into the Prussian 
crieanon known js the North Gemuci Confederaticra. These annereationi were 
followed, between 18GS and 1S71, by the absorption of major southern 
German sovereignties such as ^otiy, Bavaria, Baden, and Wiirttemburg and, 
after the Franeo-Pnissran War, Aisate and Lotiaine. In less than two decades, 
Bismarck had created a powerful Ctennan bmpirt, OT Rath, tindfir (he PTussaan 
emperor for Kaiser! WilheJm [, while he himself berame iij first chancellor in 
1871 That II was bisitutrck and the mililatistic and aulhoritajian Prussian 
Junltcjs who cstabltshcd and ruled the Reich—niher than the liberal 
democrais. who were hapless spectators to the militajistic unificacion—was 
tragic noi only foe Germany but for Europe as a whole. 

Tn the same year that BismaTclt embarked on hli mtecr. a dclennined 
wurkcre’ movement Rnally began (o emerge in Garmany^ soqn to bc led by a 
brilliant young Jcwlih lawyetj PerdJtiaitid Lassalle. LassaUc; invited to address a 
German artisans' orgatiiration in Berlin on April 12, lfl(5'2, delivered a 
peTorjdon, later published as (he ‘■'WoHkers' Program," (hatwaspardy rooted m 
Marx's ideas and that dKW Its LnspIfaElOfi born (he CoJimuinist ManifrstJ. Not 
only heiid. Lassalle read Mant'^s available wriungs, he bad known MarK fairly well 
from the lJ0<Os onward. Laler, as the young lawyer began to gain considetahle 
prestige among the German workers, he visited VlatS In Lotidon, and the two 
reteri mAimahicd an ongoing coirespondenoe. To all appearances^ in fact, 
Lassalk seemed 10 regsud Marx as Ms fheorelitCiJ mentor and tried to Bnd 
German publishers for his work. 

Morcoveri Laisalle's career as a laborlcadcr was truly mcleoric. Tn the mere 
(wo years that passed between his emeigftiM as a wtrrkers* leade? add hH dtaih 
m a duel >^r 1 love affair in lSb4, his arlivities gained him a legendary status 
in the history of social d.tmocmcy. During rhat ihort Titne span he toured 
Germany, stirring up the latent sentiment for a working-class party that would 
function independendy of the liberals In paiiiamenury potiEUs. Idolized by 
thousands of worker;., hij rervcoi, ofieri theatrical orawty, his arganizaiiona] 
talenis (which he ejcctcited ()UiK hlgh-handedlyh his caanlfesto directly 
msptred thousands of Ge(ma.fi wi.]r!li:eFS to ctcaie their own organteaUons and. 
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urbder tlii l^JcUncc. to pthjcr at an ajd hex: worker^' In Fncikhjn m 

10*3. whent [}iey J^teei to estatoluti the. Oenen] Geiman Worker* 
AmocuUopi (All^cncine Deutsciic Arbatervmfin, or AI>AV1. Thut. wilhm i 
attjjlf yur, fmmd hjnisclJ al lin htid ciJ [he lanicit—ind For a bi^ 

llntr, ihc onLy^-^^ffoclnng-cJus pony in Gcimuiy, as t KtvLi, whuih hc kf( ■ 
profpUTKJ itnprlitl upon the Genrun vorkert' mrflvtmfni for dreade* liier hU 
(lealh. 

&M ha dOK penonal lacs la Man noOwUluiindin^ LusiUe wu nn m [xx 
a Kinou. IndMd, be and M*™ embodicfi two dudncL wm a(H|WH<n| 
letidenoci m iht Gcnnan wofidnf^-ciasa mCMmienu Whm him wh a 
revolboonary and B soca&sl. Lassdk bttsiQ% a rdjarmra, pvlumcntartan, 
and owpcraovtdc rhCK duSennce^ in politkal onmUOdn roDMid m 
proEound ddferenus in phdkraopliy and sodd] thtory. Wlicf c MAnT* Urp body 
oi eMClonuc wriinig^ TSfere noihlnf lE not iodaJ, La&saHe'a spanc oqonumU; 
iheonei were rooied far more in pscudo-biolofiail fact^-^npecully lit 
Mdchui't iheoneanf popubtion. Laasdillt more or bcheved diat popuUuon 
numbers dlreeciy InClvenotd the avaiUbiljiy of the means of substslence. und he 
aj^need with fiJordo's so-called '‘iron law of wages." aceordiei^ la whKh 
v/orVerr' wages ItuctuBted around the barest subRisKncs level Eteecunry to 
StiNUdn life. Lf population increased more rapidly than Food lUpply, an 
overabundance oE workers available For exploLLaclon Would enfue H/Tid 
would decline. This wt^gc decline would [hen reduce (He numbefr of iVKllAblc 
workers. 'C&Usmg. t renewed, demand for labor that would inoTBSt wages onCx 
again. AlihaugH these oscillations would recur LodeflnLiely, worlKTI* WtijjEt 
would nttliiin as low as possible, altered only by changes in the availsblUty of 
labor. To Mane, this "iron law of wages" wasendieJy spedous: he Mldbuted (he 
decline in worklngdass Kving sUndaids prirruttlly to capujilm compeuuon and 
the dtMtalut impecativr lo inttrait pnoBii The "iron law" served only to 
UHioeal (he real role of capdLalist sociil retahons subsuming them VO pseudo- 
baolofKal bclon. 

The niairt somoe ol conSa:iing tendencies (hat would perttU. hi Cemm 
tocial demomey for decades, however, was the profound po ltiw f dtlkctsce* 
ih» tKtued between ihc two imcn. Accmding. lo Lassatlc ihc only way ihil 
worll^ could avDHl ibe impact of (he "iron law of wage*'' waj to gain COiratif 
of (he luu foe thetrtsefwies and esiabtish a govemirtent that would (ostn 
productn" cooperaSives under woihcrs' control Such a jtai* would provide 
capital and credit is a nerwork oF produicefs' and ccmsuiners' coopcrilrVea. 
which hopefully would eventually repticx the capmllSI eoonotny 

In faitmcss. tt should be noecd that Lassallc contrasted his atatciuhstducd 
OOOpcrilivei la valuniacy pnvace acDempcs eg esubtish them. Voluntary 
endeavura, he bebeved. were upo bimred eg praduce more than laoLiled 
enlcrptHsos, w1|h little elfecLupon caplLallsiu as e whale. He even regarded (nde 




M4 PEOLETAklAH 


utilon$ Aj too limited in sedpt (d ptdvitlr j. basis fdf rccncflling sadety dang 
coapEJ^tive Ling^ By contrast, Marx held (hai imlions wtirc imponanL fdt 
atuitlin^ bcUer v^nrlung cdnciilkms SiTid ns Itvinf sdiools for insdlling dass 
CDtisdoUjiTtess In ihe proLecanai. As for Laasalle'Si emphasis on Stnlic-SUibstdlScd 
producers' CDoperutivcs. Marx ssvw it ns n naive nrdsBdstn redoltnl ai Louis 
Blanc's sddaJ wor](sti4p«- 

did Marx lag^ee with LassaLle's expectatiem that ihe workm^ dass 
CDtild tise the state on Lis ewn bctulf. As we have seen, Marx viewed the state 
» a historical phenomenon rooKct in dass ruk and, hts own siaiisi soctaJism 
nDtwithstaiidin,^, he ^.ftierally rgccted the nation that the bourgeois ftate 
appaiuLus irould be an ihsiruinent Ear any class but the hourg.eDLsie. LassaJlc, 
hy eoTnrasi, conicnded that the state could be used by worlMts to enhance 
their interests and even transform sadety along eooperativist Ernes. This 
belief stemmed fhom his revercniial, even qUasi^nySti^ view of the state, 
largely rooted in the tradition of Cennan philoso^tc^l idealtsrri,, a 
natkinal expression of the Ociman VoBt and hence 3,s a ncutrat force that 
could serve the Inietresi of the people as well as thetr rulers, tn the rontext of 
conflicting class interests, Laswlk's accepiatice of the state served to foster 
rrEbrmisl tendendes within the German Labor movement, while his tendency 
10 think in terms of a German I'olhi^eisr was essmlially reactionaiy Ln its 
LropticatLons. 

Moreover, Lassalle shared Bismardt's view that German national unificadon 
should be guided t^y Ekuasdit Marx, who camesdy bdeeved tn the need for 
German national unifkation, deeply dtstiusKd the Iron ChsncelJof 's attempts 
to Eichieve nalkmal Eiegemony, cspedally with the backing of Ehussian 
militarists. Indeed, Las&alJe so detested Libends. who represented the 
inierests of capitalism, that he came peiiiously close lo matong common cau$e 
with the Prussian Junkers who. for their own reasonsv adfected to be 
andhourgeciSH the result that LassaJle's behavior wj^ often, highly 
unprincipled and included private negotiations wirh Bismarck againsi German 
bbenals. 

How would die workers create a state thai would Cdsier worker-conteoiLed 
cooperatives^ Lassallc's strategy, as we Eiave seen, was mainly doctoral and 
reformist, Laudl»ns ciofitended that worker should establish their own 
party and ti^L above all lor universal adult male suffrage, in order he able to 
elect theiT own candidsies to the leglslaiive botiks of the existing state- This 
essentially reformist parliamentaiy strategy contiasixd diamatkailly with 
Marx's rcvoluiiohjiy vUw that the workers had 10 take power, if necesMiTyby 
insurrcctkin, smash the O'ld state machinery, and replace it with a new 
worker-controLLed slate apparatus. According to Marx, such a workers' state 
wuutd exist only long enough to suE>duc bourgeois opposition. nationaliEe 
property, and plan production to meet humaoi needs, after which it would 
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fade jway WJnl df Jiiy other funclkin [d peefonn. To UK (hr faiiHHis. 
jphonsiti of the timt the administfahem of meci would b< repLiCtdl hy the 
adjninuuatkon of ihlngj. Apori from the e}i!ccpUOin(t rnide teftirdin^ the 
Unlwd Siawj, inglaTid. and perhaps Holland, there is no rewon to believe 
that he gave pp on these slf^ttglc goa3s, the many 3Jhhl|Ullies In his writings 
ntHwithsLaTidini^. 

Ui«lle'i ADAV dId not long retwm the only or even the prin^dpal worJeas' 
party in Germany. On May 17, a hundted and ten delcgfiiej from 
Wdt^tere' edueiuoiuk assodaiions m fony-fivc dlics ihrouj^out Genruny 
oonvened at Frankfurt to lorm the Unkm oF GettUan Wdtkrts" LcagtHs 
Overhand Dmtidicr Arhaterverein, ot VDAV) with a view tcwurd tOordHunnj 
iheifedoru along pdiucjj Unet By ooncrasi lo the Lis&aUcari AIW, whkh was 
hif^y ceotnluod and numged, ^ nLuiy tudlkeft COHiflaiUirti, akmg 
di^lortal ImeS, the Veifaand ms more of i (ederaPOn duft X 'puiyb aJIowing 
Hi eonsoiueni to etyoy oonjidefahlle local autonomy En (ad VUAV 

groups were not iKOfHanly sQoaiiist and, if they So wtshed Wtft htx. to 
themselves poLlUptlly with progressive bout^geoti panm 

Enitully. the Verband’s goals wete dlituse. But the sociatiili wlihtn the TOAV 
steadily radlcfluted Hi goalie congteSKl dial Edllowcd its 

founding Cl8b7 and IflftS). it tighienjed its stmctujie, hesan to furtetJon as a 
polidoa! party, and vety signiflcandy^ joined the First International, which 
meant that ihc Verband was expected lo demand SOOal ownership of (Jk 
means ol producUOn. As Lis Icadet. the V^i^and dteted a young wood-tumcr 
(rom fjcipiig, the Lw^iy'Scven-year-t^d August Ekbcl, wliO Woidd go on to 
become the most dyruiruc and inQuential Eigurt tn Gorman todalijm after 
lassallc died. 

In lactv B<hti had been won nvee m Majxran by Wilhelm Lkcbkncdit, and 
between them the iwv men wen to do for German MOaluin what Guesde did 
10 ftMier Marnsin m Fianoe Following in Man s footsteps, die Vobind, in 
conirasi lo the ADAV, re)ecud state add in airy form li wtU H the fottnJUSOfi of 
Ciwperatlvm Inattad ihe orgsennation called (or the formation of trade unioiK. 
which placed It Maturely In the emerging tendency of prOletarlarv sodalLsbl, 
tather than utiuiul socialism. In at Elsewch, die Vpiboctd merged, wlih 
the Saxan People's htnyb originally a populist paaty cOmpooed pTEdniiunandy 
of wiorhers, to form am expliddy workim' socialist pony, the Social Democrauc 
Workers^ Party (SoilaLdemokratlSChe Arbeiterpand, or &DAP). 

Owing lo hcbcl'i and EJehknechi's ccmvittiotis, the was undoubtedly 
the Eirst wpeking-dasi organieatlj^n in Germairy to be led by avowed Marxisls, 
alihtmgh in progftmi spU lescmbled the TeliUvety e=cim«rdai] mamlfeswi ihai 
Man had wruien lor the First InlernaticmiJ radier ihim the expressly 
mvolultonary vlewi he had been ad^'anemg in iht pamphlets and books 
published undes hlaown unpnmatur. Sul if the SfMF wu not formalfy Mannst, 
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il vas ihr Itm (kmiHn ptr^. ihc old Co«ununis4 L«g\M, with uludi 
M»rii and Enjcli liad a diiw Majofloton afid 4311 which ihty iwrciiKi ^ Tii)i|or 
inOuEnce. 

Tht rdallOIMhip brtwiecri iht SDAP atld thf ADAV W 4 j anythJftg feon (WdiaJ. 
So hiccer wv the livalTy between the twa worVen' parties md w acrimanious 
(he retabonv between (betr kjdtfi (hat snf pwqwi of coUaboiwon seciDcd 
WHnplrtdy fenredMtd Tt wat tiot only lU mw radioi poUvons—its svtuif 
intemanfinilLsm ajid ils blEtet KostiKty to tht rtu-ssdFn gOVemhient—that 
distuiRuishcd the SPAP Prom the refpmjlsiic ADAV. In IflTO, foT CMtnpl(, fedHtl 
hia jteat Ln the Rdchsta^ of the North German. Confederaiion, Liicbknahl 
abstained hotn ^ting for war atdtLs Ki support the pTana^^nrUiaii War ^His 
reason Ebt abufum^ ihll ht refuwd (O ahec the (iT)|KrTJhsiii of Lwh 
Napoleon ai welt as Buinijck. whkh earned him two yean of imprisonincnl 
for high (reaton.) Indeed, ctitf (he ireaCj? lentil were annoumecd, he adamanily 
opposed the arinenatbti of Alsatie-Lorraine. Bjr cantrast, (he ADAV acDom- 
Tnodaang^y went alon^ with Bismarck and give the war its Cult support—an ael 
that ttu SDAP regard^ as i bcttayal of prdeumtt ItKemationahiilV 

The Fans CowHnUnc, howtvei, gnntTVed *e Iran OiatKellor. who now 
began (o denounce and harass all sodalisi organizatijons in Germany. Both 
so^Lst parties were conCtionied by a slate (tut meitn (o suppress (hem if it 
could, and L( wti only by ovCKOnnng (twtr tuiLer nvaliy and joining forces ihw 
ibey could hope to mount an effective reststince to the increa}3R|ily rqsressave 
imperul regime. Between Miy 12 and 27, tBTS, kn (be ThUrmgjUn town of 
GolluL, ihc ATJAV tor LasEalkiins.» (Key wert gfncfafty kttcrwftj and die SOAP 
{Bchd atvd Licbiknecb('s Biseitschers.) finilty convened (o form a nnKod Soaal 
Democratic f’arty of Germany^ Initially under ihe name of SoCiiltSl Workers' 
Party ^Soilalistiche Arbeiictparco Deuijchhnds. or WD> Attended by 130 
delegiies, (hie Gotha Gemgytu rcpfescnaid 2?.(XK) members, of whom sixty 
prtcenl were t-»s5illeans and (he remadndiCT EuenacheiS 

What ptobabty made pensiWe the estabbihment of die MPD whs the 
enonnous ideological conceislons that (he Ejsenhthets Cled by Lrehkneoht in 
the negoliauons) hwde lo the Ussalleans, For Ihe Eisettscheii, (he program ol 
the new party—known as (He Gotha Program—marked a defmiti retreat lor the 
BisenachcrS M Gary F. Stcenjon Etfts k' 

Judged by iEt program, iht new pjirty was t. viciary for the AOAV. and this 
was cerixlnly the eviJuatlon of Marx and Irngets, who wtre ^umg In 
England, In fsttt, Ehe two "old Oties,“ as (hsy were called 1 n party drdes, had 
tried TO (oresiaJI (he program by sending severe otdtistiM of the draft to 
Bebci, l.tebhncchi, Bnehe. uid cHheis in the SliAF with wHoan ihey had 
stmte miluciKe. Ever Jealous of (hdr old ncmed^ laHane:, and of whai (hey 
considered iheir special relationship with the (^Jenruti wtnkfri' movement. 
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WjTT md Et^s dAiwunEBd the flew pro^grtm as oonixiBeii, Btaw^odaitaic. 
and too A CDnoeaslon br llu unity' chu they consldcced neceuoy. 

Althwgjl Man's oidctfifl Is now mete Eamoui_Et^ls too sent dtafljed 

ooEnniEfitajy m Bebd and Lkl>knejiL Attaddng Uie njotion [rf “one 
irUKtloniify nus,'" dlE iron Ihv of Wages (with its LiflpIkJl anH-Uhk 
unionismy, ihc ctmeept cf A &w Peoples's stjia, and mEmy 0lli£r aspects ol the 
pro^nm, Ehgds ptedicted that utUty bh this luSll wetjJd not. iasl 1 ysuJ 

Aciufllty, It w*i hardly jealov^y ihu IndiKed Man and Engets to wject (he 
new ptogtaiiL The Gotha PlDgrain, wbkh Mant trenchantly crluqued in 4 
lengthy kuet 1o a few of his laadling suppOEUtS, -tontHMd tlM>or bmiuJations 
that were sa rebomdst,. as we have seen, dial he asnd Engck serious^ coaisidcrTd 
pvWfcly dissociating ihentselvej from the dotuincnL Aside ftotn relaiively 
tnknor enwSv Mux round statements that were opaque at best and intDictabte 
al worsL Hie prograni cwnmUted the Iftemtwre of the new party to "slrrvc” [ot 
their “emancipation ... wlthkn. the framovodk of the presmt-dUy nadoflal 
state"'—a denund that Mars regaided as totally inconsistenL with the 
worldwide unity gf the working cl»H- He (P^l hnwfi added dut the pEogram's 
emphasis on the "piescntday^ houtgeois slate as the arena of woikingoUss 
“emancipation" expJiddy adtnowkd^ the le^tlAdCy of ihe CKbtiitg slate as a 
decisive realm of struggle and implicilly njecied the need for revolution. 
AddlliDtiAlly. the pnogiam conladned a reCerencx to a "free slate," as diou^ the 
state were ever anything but an InsmimMit of dass rule (even by the working 
dass}, whose ulcimale abolibon would nEcessarily bllow from the aholtUon of 
da$j jodecy. Fitully, lo dte its most oompromisirig Eeatutes, the progiani 
described the "aoludon (st ibe sowl quMllOP’' « “ihe estabbfhltMnE of 
ptod'uccis' CDopaatiycs with state aid under the daaiu>crsiH: eontioL of the 
worfdng people." a oomplctely Lassallean. indeed a EdanC'esquc assertion of an 
anisajial sodalisnu which allowed that Ihe jtaie could he a source of 
COOpeM.tIve networks under "democratic" control. 

Marx's critique of the program was wltheriivE: but ntort importint, the few 
pages thal oonsritutE the brilliant Cridi^ue aj the Gotha Progrom form a 
landmark doeumeciE in ibe theOretkal underpinnings of Matxian commun- 
ism.^ UleIc did Marx know, ironically^ that some of die mosi objeetionable 
formulaticinstn (he Gothi Program had been wrilten by LiebkncchL to plicase 
die Laesalleans, but (he Eisenachers generally slougli^d. off Marx's erltidsm 
■with die predicuon ihat they would not seriously alfea ihe workings and 
policiesi of the new party. 

Engek'A prediction that the unified pany 'would not last die year proved 
wroi^, Liebkneditaind Bcbel assured the "erid ones^ dui time would uldmately 
bftng. the new party over to a Mandst point of view, panicularly m view of the 
more democratic organdnlion that the SAPD had by comparison with the 
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AI>AV, Whcthjcr Mane's fiewE DCKulxi tuivc pficvailEcl avfr Js hand [0 

juelg^' In Oie SAPD fand In the iMer SP'D, ai iht pnirty BikiUycflinc tD be known 
in 1^1), the LassaUean aipprciacb idkcted m the Gotba Prngmnl pentiittd— 
ceruiriy in the party's behiMijt if tioC iu prngiam, albeit nml only because n£ 
LassaLlc's le^ny. 

In the year foLlowing the founding congress, EMlanc's ear^ si]|ipoTier» in die 
SAPD nc^er dedS^vcLy fonlronied the relortnisl oudoch that doniiiiiBled the 
progyam. pardy because the andsodalist law {iE 1^76^ ■tilUAKd by Siainarck. 
ttiEwlc pevTly unity aliJi costs a vilaJ neocssily. In effect, fco* the soaaL democfat^ 
the annsodalist law was a mued blessing: although It exposed (hem to Dvrr a 
decade of leprcssion, il also kept ihcm from ctm&ondng the iMCnt WTlillct llu.l 
$lninKfed within their pAlrty Fioni the day of its founding. 


REFORM OR REVOLUTION 

The poHtica] edifice of the new Reich was designed to prevent an md^endent 
working class or any scrioiids democratic mcwmern fpom gJlnhlg substantiai 
power in Germany. But the last quarter of the nineteenth century In EttrcpOWM 
a panicubrLy bitlmy era of general sociail and pofidcal reEbnn, and ndther the 
German Kaiser nor Bismarnd: wamwd the Rekch to be vtewed as a tsarist-style 
tyranny or an archak despotism. Hence, with the esubbshment of the empire 
in lS-71 1 the Pni^sUul'mn EtiWmtncnt gave the newly united German Reidi the 
superficial trappings, of a eonsiituiional tnoftHChy. 

For the Reich as a whole, ELsmarck established a lower legislative house, the 
Reichstags based tm universal idull mate SuE&t^. In thooiy, this pan^lcmian 
body, vrilh deputies fram 397 electoral districts^ wm supposed m represent the 
will of all male dtiicns, regardless uf property or status—although subject, to 
be sure, to the pacemaE oversight of iht monarch. In pmctice, however, the 
Relcbsiag was virtually powerless, a bg leaf for auuscracy, sj, Ihe SOdsl 
dEmocrats called It. Except for miHtary and foreign policy questions, which fell 
entirety within the purview of the chancellor and the motWfCh, the ReKtung 
was hiee 14 debuCc nil poliEkaJ issues. But it cculd not pass laws on its own 
inidadve, and the maun atnhomy It had wm coflRlMtl to accepting or rejecting 
the national budget—which, of course, was drawn up entirely by the chancellor 
md his ministers. Even in this capacity, moreover, ihe Rdchstag'swtsbta eJOUld 
simply be Ignored by the Kadser. who retained the authority to bundle all 
militBjy expenditures ai his own disdCElon. 

Tbe real power in the empire wa.S shared among the Bundesrac (Federal 
Coundl), an upper house composed entirely of nUitlsiers from the foarnerly 
independent German states; the dwicetlor, who was aprpcdnted by the 
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^nd 'tfts nni'W'crBbk £xicLu$ifvtLy la hucn rsihicr Lhan any !le^li[L've hc>dy, the 
ubiquliwafr Mid ihmmighJy dmncsticalDd b^)l^e^wxacy; the. Prussian inny, ih: 
slron^sf and ihe mem socially cnP^!iK:ti«d cnditaiy miK:lvn< in Europe; and ibr 
KatStf himsc]! wbo. when he so chose, ooiJd eKcrcLK compleLc personiJ powet 
over iht g,oviemTiKnL With suth n stroaurt and s<>callc4 CCtliUtUDOn, the 
rmpife tCnJd hardly be Rusult'en for even iJk most lunued oJ csmsulTmonal 
iwmithies. lu nrnstitutitHi, Caj bvm nnanaon^ horn ihe pMfptc. wrs Hi tirt a 
dbspcnsabcm of (he mpiuiehy. Usm^ ihc authority of (he j^iuu ItundevaL ttw 
Kiu«t cnnjJd duhaod the Rckhstae a hit imH. ippome of remove the 
chancclUn, aM (dunwely dvute sdutever polky he chose bO malc4, tmhidtng 
dcCUiOFiS On •mai and peace, whether (he approved at lul 

The extSiciKc of the Bundtsm preserved ihe arj?;uafcLe ima^c of the 
hisinarcklin empm as a fcdeiatiion cf statjcs. CMh with m own le^^Uuve diA 
The federatioti was not endrety mythical—these old saates did retain some 
powers cf (heir own, resun^ pardy on law and partly on tradlLlon. Soidfie SUEn^, 
parUcuLirly In southern Germany, had a lolauvely EOleranc pctlLdcai ainvosphere 
Md (l«4Monall>- allowed sodalMW W gam sears, in die slate leglstrlUire. In the 
Rctchltag^ (he now-united SAPD be^;^ to lat£c numbers of voiei m niEbOrul 
elKtlons, Incjeasinj from 352.000 In 1074 to 4Q3,O0D in lfl77. while Its 
ReichSESl]^ deputies tnaeasod ham nine to twelve. MoTwver. loul tOdallsL 
tiewspupers proLiferated widi unnerving ilpldtiy, ifram tweniy-tkree m 1876 W 
forty'tinc only a year later. Shonly sfter the lonnadon of the 5APD in 1(37 S, the 
Ussalleahs and Bisens-chers eomhined their two newspapers Ifi ESlabllsh 
Vorwdrts (Forward), which became the party's offtml national org^n 

in t&7S the Iran Chancellor Fihdly succeeded in maldrij; the iLlegil. 
1:vcr kSTfu! of a da^s war m Germany, Bistnarch was erge^ (0 nip (hc grotttiiig 
puty in the bud; indeed, as he put i( in his own wcjtiJs, "the. Soda) Democrats 
prodnaal mere (hui forc^ counpics, a dangpr for war Jot monanthy and 
Siatr, jmd ■ they should be viewed by the govtmmtnc m ttimj of a iwiliary 
and power problem, not a legal prO'bUfm'”^ But before he could oulliw ihc 
wul denwctans. Bismandi needed m odcusc, and in 167B he lovnd icich a 
pietcxi when two utisucccssful alEcmpts were nude to assassinace the Kauer, 
each wuhm a monlh of iheoEher- JUdimigJi ihcassusuu were oM SKUtifU. Ofl 
Ociohcr ll, IS7BL having generated a fwlOUS “l*d scare " lisuuieh induced 
the impcml Rekhstag to pwo (he annsociaJisr law, or “Law i^inlt (he Pubhdy 
Oangcrous Endeavors of Boesa] Dcmocnicy,'' wfuch empowered IoqiI police 
auihoruKS In Getmati SUKS EO dmnive all □rganizaticins, mecElngs. penodidix 
public aclivjitcx and fcslive events thaE were even sJLghdy dmed with juclallJE 
oolors taverns that were suspccjied of bcinE bequenled by 40Ci*IUE worketl 
could be and were closed down. The propeny and assets of suppressed 
orgsnuatlnns and penqdJcsb were freely ccmEscabed, and ordinary parliclpiuKs 
in any of the proscribed amtvlclea wete aub^cr to hnes of 500 murks or ihree 
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months' im|>nsanmenL Lfaidcts ar mitiatcMscif ilws^ a^tlvltHs, Ih lum, i^Ouldbt 
Jail^ Tor as long as a y?;ir. oUtging ttlafiy oF ihrm. including ocdtnxry 
Lo (aikc Qijtu to SwaLKrland, England^ and the United 5me4. 

Tht same prohibidons against overtly political sociaJist OT]ganL£anciifis w«re 
cxEended 10 all other worldng-ctass aLsodadorts thai could be regarded as 
sympathcdc to the sodalisls, indiBding die Free Unions^ which were g^ttetally 
sochdlsuc. ^ven nonpO'lttlcaL assodaiions were prohihiiied, such as cultural, 
catisihenic^ and Literary ^ups. The prohibition was so patently diJOimLnaiiOty 
against the working dassrs that it inTurialed many wodicFS wtm were neither 
memtMrs ai the fiAPD noi etrau necessarily sympaihetK (0 it. Oddly, however, 
the andsocialist kws^ harsh as they were for their day, did noi deprive [h« SAPD 
of Its voice within the chambers of the Eteiebstag. Socialists could nm lor cFbce. 
provided they presented themselves to the electorate ^ Indmduil 4 :^ndLdatcs 
rather than as rcprescntiitives of the banned parly, and the party itself, Cot a 
time, was able to hinenon ps p votfrgetdng mtichlhe by reajnSdtuting many of 
its tiaEiDnal, regional^ and munidpal committees as mere electoral t>TgUtl±a^ 
dons The party's national V'^^rand or Executive Committee continued to exist. 
Cor example, ty Cltling Itself the electoral commission of the flamLrut^g area. 
Many party ar]gankzanans of lesser importsiKe followed suit—4t lea£l until 
bismarck BnalLy bounded them out of the public arena and drove them 
underground. 

Thus, while (heMPD was Forbidden to h^ve hc^dqUHiers, hold meetings, or 
own an official pness, its candidates and spokespersons could w^ge icidividu^l 
etecioral campsigTiS and neich a wide pitbiic ihtough printing establishments 
that seemed lo be privately owned but that were jcnspfly owned Ot COntJnCillcd 
by party members and party sympathizers, ^ignifioandy, electoral compatgns 
became 0 -ne of the main—if not the leading—means by which the party could 
matmain any kind of public extstence, however surrepdriOUSly, which ^cady 
pUihod it tow.3Td pariLamenlarism. despite the fact that its Tevolutionary 
ihetofic was lieighien^d In cone and Forui by the ovetlly repressive behavior of 
the bourgeois state. 

Although the atrtlsocialisl liiws were appbed with varying degrees of intensity 
over the twelve years of their existence, che persecution suffered by social 
detnciciaLs was nevertheless vety real and costly. Tbe government tried and/or 
impnsonad all ihe par^'j Itadeirs i[ COUld find—ttiOK than l,3<Xl ptoplt wew 
arrested in aU. some of whom served lengthy sententes. By inid-lB79. it had 
dosed down 414 penodioals for their known or suspected socialist sympathies, 
obliging the party press to move to FwitzerLand. and in us eCTorts to build an 
undergr-outtid network within Germany, the parry faced continual losses in 
leadeTS and rcsouroes. Even more edeedve were the govemiticnfs assaults 
upon the Free Unions^ which necessarily had to function more, openly than the 
party In order cc reach nonsod^iisc as well as sodaltst workers., a task that made 
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thtm 'i^cry vylncrabJe lo g^vemnucnt repncssicri. with a ncsyLuilfl, c«n 
prcvlptiOLtl. dn?t> In ihett numbers. 

Yet rvcTi as Bisniaidi. was nymj lo Mlir[wte iht SAPD, he w** aU« 
alietnptmi^ betwttji J961 End 16ft4, lo buy ott the worklns cLaiA by 
aubtl&hmj slale-ruTi socuJ insurance prc^aiiis. envenng hcalih. 4^3 h^e, 
and KOdltrl[s^ mary LassaUeuis bi ifie party's Retchslag delegalQ 

were andmed 10 vote in of ihej<e brll^ presumably m ordef 10 help Um lot 
ol (be WKwIcas and gim ihcir wcHcs, the Ich viUiin the p*ny saw ihese 

an uitmpt by etic Chanodlor » Iw the wodtcis' sympalhiel »*iy trom 
soeuluoi and taward ihc Itekh. Aftm intmul dis|xilc^ the ^tac tnajoniy ol 
$0CUl deiTKicraJtk; depucits,» a matter oE pnnd^. fiouUy did vote agunst the 
Chineeilor'a Tcdonns and relused to ents mu> compliaty with a 
indeed reutumaiy state iHal wxs Irfing 10 cmeh an avwvedty antieaptulbiU 
worker*' party. 

tn Ume^ of course, the antisodatisl law proved lo be a bocnierang. It* 
obMOUa etas* bias only served 10 tnciease soaalLst inDuence aman^ a broad 
spectniTn ot worker*, many of whom knew very Liulc about soeuLlsm, and to 
Lenient the 5 AFD'e ues with nonpafty Labor Organu^noifU, which were or^en 
equally unmJomied about socialist ideas but in limc bccEme very Lnflucntul In 
party alTalrs. Thu* iti the Retchsla^ eLedkms of 1884, alter nut years of 
Mpnesslon. (he sodHltsts won more than hall a niiltion votes, and in J8TO, 
shortly bclort the anilsCfClaLUt law wss permitted lo lapse, their elcctnrii tally 
soared Lo # Stutxnmg 14 nuLlicm, larger ihsii any other ReldiSU^ P^l^ty 
percent nf the electorate. Bismarck, in c[Tec^^by Itymg m suppre^ the socIsluU, 
created a growing and aogry coustitufney for them among iJie general voting 
pubhe as well as m laxitca] origaiikationS. which an Ptne would flood ihc par^ 
and moblliM constituencies foi catidJdates who were hardly Dommliled to ihc 
sociallH principles that m leaders avowed. 

hnilLy. in 1890, Bisnurck wm obllgjed m resigp his posiUem—not least 
b«au« Ol lempertimcnial dtlerences with the new, headurong yotmg KaiWJ, 
V^Hhelm ll, who was eager lo rid himsdf oT the airogui and patronuutg 
Chanodlor. Kor was ihr new Kaiser to anugonue a Urge number ol his 
suljt^ts who wmvoung tor,if ncKjoiaiiig a party and atiUHti nnovcinetM that 
the gOvemmenE had banned. Aocordirtgly, nt die same year (hil Btsmaj'dt left 
odkoe-. Wilhelm Ei/ted the ban and ncstcited the party's legal SWul In the ]>311g 
run,, the anusociahst Law. far from wcaketung social democracy, gwe It an aura 
o( heroK glatnour. and a iradmon of having suSeied peraecutkni ilut nude ll 
an ol^I Crf rtvermce to its rnrnibm and taoended us mduetice enormously 
not only in Germany hut also aJbroiid 

Moreover, even as the party auracied many ordinary Germaindr^nuddlr ctfS* 
u well Bd, proletarian—who were more sympathetic to Us plight and 10 1u call 
for reforms than rn lu ^ore soml ideas, ihe andsociahsl laiv. by rcvetllng the 
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class njEJurc oE iJh Cenmn slalc^ also incncaicd ttie InHuEncc of chf mare 
rn'(4ucicrnairy l^cknCKS m i3ie pam. ihe ManutS Ry 1890 many 

(^muiTi locuJ dcmocnUc wrlcers not only t^^irded thic siaio as an 
undisgiuisrd nKiny bui had WHttd Htiilhcr lo the kfl because of condmul 
^ovemmenc oE ihrir trade unions Thi^ ijic ^ntLsoualisi law ^^ivcd 

1o the part)' a tYvollJliDRaiy vmccr that, unlutown 1o its more radiital 
leaders mi wntltfr irulitanis. corvteakd ihc prescncf of nwny iiwmbcrs atid 
clecioril suppoTtcfs who wert bstsdcally riJoimtsL tn lK;lr ideas and bchavloT, 
This (ensiem tciwcen TeFpnntst hehaiwkir and radical van«ri which had Htisted 
In the party since the adoption of the C^ntha Pro^am. was ihe source of the 
seCminjdy inexplKilbk ambigUitLes and contrad.icLOry hehayior of the party up 
to The fKutbtfrtk of the First World Wjr. 

En the meantime, a4. Lts 1891 Congr^s^ In Trfurt, in Thunn^ia, die parry 
chaM£cd its lumC fof iho laM turne, to the Socui DiriHOmK of Gemuny 
CSoziakkinofeniiKlK Panel Dcutsehlands. ot SPDX aj well as its pio^atti The 
passages in (he Gotha FYojpam to wludi Man and Enj^ls had so sttor^^ 
objected were discarded, and an enliiefy nc^' docunienl^ pithy and endridy 
contmiiied to VUrx'j ideas, ivas adopifd. Fwmed by Kail Kauisky, with whom 
Engels tiad persnnilly collaborated in preparing Marit't pusthumiiiis Theories aj 
,^iirfrii« VtfJnc, it frteiy borrowed Hs Emalysis and phtaieology from The 
OwMKriiittcst and Capital, ohett 'with llLiJe mesdihcadOiTi of MaraV 

slwceping prose siyk. 

The opening plssagcs of the Erhirt Program vUEually repeal, in die same 
ringing tangiuge, Mant'J lines on captcjllst accumulaBOfl iitt Chapter 32:> that 
dose wrth die demand. The exproprtaiors ate (xproptiilcd-~ 

Ei'ef greater grilles |he number of paoletaruns. ew INWt eiKinaoyj iht 
array of surplui worliers, ever sharper ihe Oppovtlon between exploims 
and exploited, bitteter the class wsir between bourgeoisie and 
proLeianai, 'whH:h devttics modem socitiy Into (wo hosiUe camps and b 
die rommaoi charadetiStk: of all industrial counirleii * 

The Language is itndent and coihbajnve. There. Is no mention of Lassaltesji 
Imperatives or state support^ still Ins any notion that the state ran smid above 
society as a neutnl arbiter of social dLEfereni^s. En lU historical demands, die 
ptogram is swcepmgly WftjluUonHy 

Only the transformationi. vJ cppiflalislk private ownnshtp of the nieanj, pf 
production—ihc loi], mines, raw Ruicnals, tooli, machmos, and means of 
(ranspon—into kkuI ownership and the transrotmiiion of productiDU od 
goods Eor sale Into sorutisue producoon managed for and ihrougfi soaery, 
can btipg li about that die (p'sai Industty and the steadily growing 
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pncNducUvi; capacJiy cvf Mdal labor shill Bor ihe huherco r^loiltd classca b« 
iJiang£id iram a sdutcc of iriisery and oppression lo a aouTre ai die tugtieai 
'welfare and oE all-aTtvuiid harmonious perEecaton.^ 

this rvJbcal ICme was miinladnHl m tK« party's projpunmalir iiieracvre and 
kfi (Hisy |i(ciQncain4«fnenu by ^albac aom(u4u1 (^mvoeally') up lo 

has dead] m I'WO and by Bcbel who, m ibc him of ihe omhiry. became ibc real 
Ecider of die pony'! or{(3ni2atioTi. Kmfulcy, as ihe pany's prHKliiaJ iheoreiiaain 
(and editor of ns niain ckeoredca] lountaf. Dir Nnie 2£\t. or New Tunc}, played 
the role of die guartilati erf Manast onItOtlO)t>' up to the FitsL Would War. jyt 
three of these m^n, la b« wre, irepeaBdlyvscLllaied m their pollTicjl views and, 
as we will $ee, engineered reformt^t comproanises wuh the eadsEmg soda! order. 
Nonedidess, for several decades they ad^airoed * iiUmng Maraian riieiOTK, o( a 
htid that did trot vaty greailji [rwn ihe apeeeh that &rbel gave btEore the 
Rrtchsi^ shortly after the fidl of the Paris Cominunr 

You shovld be bimly cormnired thar ihr whole European pfolnafiat md 
everyane else who has soU within him a fetltn^ for freedom and 
independence kooki to Psjls. And diongh Parts Ls suppressed at the 
moment, [ would like 10 remind you that the battle In Paris is merely i -small 
skirmish of ontpogts, that ihe decisive eventa are still lo come, and ihai 
within fl few decade* iJle bailie -cry of ihe Pans, proletariat—"War on the 
palaces, peace for the hyrs. down with misery and idleness"—will be the 
batde cry of the whole European prolrtarut.* 

Hus land erf rhetoric hid persasted throuj^tHiE the "Outlaw period,' and even 
Eduard Bemstetn, who later appealed for a retomwt ortertcanon wiihir the 
initiaLLy echoed Bchd'* words, opposite any rendency within the SFD td 
accommodate itsdf lt> the status quo. 

but the party's enormemg 4UC«Mas ar the pofLs, even dunng the period of its 
ille^bty, suggHted that on underlying coErgemtUfM stdl cnsiled among large 
sectors of the p*riy and Ctpcdally the trade union UKmbfrship. Bebd's words 
had been appropriaiely herpk; lor the ld7Ds and the "oullaw period " fhiL once 
the party became » fully le^ organization with an utitncnx toQpK'uig {often 
pooi^ educated in soculiil lde»]l ai>d poasessetj of ronstdefable nulerul 
holdi^, as befit a major parliamentaFv organttanork the beha^rior of the party 
became less canfrontatlorijL and more Uberal. [haring the LBWs in southern 
Germany, -where Bumarck's reprossive meagUftS had been lei* aevere. social 
dcmocralic deputies to the state IcjpsbatuTes were already makinE opponciiniistic 
compromises -naih iheir lihe-ml coJte^gues and Irylng m tone down tire 
revofulionary rhetoru el the tuuonat party leaders 

Among the social demotTaile Rochstag depunei, too. an eapfidt ngfit wtng 
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heg^Ti W ap]}Mr, w}itcb was Willmg w accede 10 tismarclcmn polfcws wdlcn Lhcy 
sccmcJ ta bendbt ics woikinij-da^s dectar^tc, even durin;^ conditiom od 
lUegilily—as wc have seen, when Bisnfwrck was maldnE his social insurance 
rciormsi. I| surbeed even nvore markedLy, dunn^ the mld-l^BOa, over ihe 
question of government subsidies for (he ship-butlding industry. VVhcrc the 
Lc/| op))OSed rhe snhsidies as an aneinpr rn fiiTdier i^eirimn impeelaJtjin by 
extending shipping routes to mloniaL countnes^ espEdaJty AErica, the new ri^t- 
witi£ social democraiie deputies viewed, them as a douree of jobs for Gcnnai] 
workers, arguing for ihedr support uirlun the parlianunbary caucus. By the 
IS^Os, the patty beconung excessively Successful, by promoting cosmclk 
reforms- cnureLy wnttun ihe framewoTk of dte ^ich—reforms [hat properly 
should have been the concerns mainly of hhcrals and progressives It is fair to 
say chat by champiismng the mawrliil well-belne of tes wotkittg-tLass voters 
without challenging the soda] order, the Sodail Dentocrauc Party in fjermany 
W 3 if becoming more deniocraljc than socialist and more reformist than 
nevoluudHAry. 

This nghtward ^if|—including an accempc by moderate snda] democratli; 
deputies to muzzk the radical rhetoric of o-nc of the patty's newspapers, the 
Stiridldcmaferst-—can be CKpetCed to emerge in any ostensibly revolutionary 
movement wtio^ demands for reform oompde with those of liberals on 
specific issues. With the SPD. this overlapping od interests was unavoidable, 
given the party’s huge and often sociatly TiiiKed eonstilucncy, GuL the party 
could also have chosen to UM leformm issues 10 heighten die imponanoe of tics 
Tevclutkinary soeialist vision. As ezdy as iGGG, in their "Address of the Central 
Committee to the CcdiUnUtiist League," Maoic and Engels hsd suggested that a 
revolusionary wcrldng-dlasE parry like the League should advance reformist 
demands by continually escalating them into revolutijonary oncsL Accordingly, 
they wnott tJitst if the boutrgecjls demoettu wanted the siaie m regulate aspecii 
of the economy, the League should demand iis outri^t nanonalLzanion; if -the 
bourgeois democrats called upon (he stale to purchase railroads, the League 
should damatid that the state ootdiscne tlte railnjads cjunight. The Leapie. they 
argued, "must drive the proposals of the democrats, who in any ease will not 
atl In ? molutkmjiybut reformist numnerk to the exUietnc aJid tfahSfonift ihtm 
into direct arraeks upon private property."*^ 

This policy of escalating rdonnisL demands into incrcasin^y revolutioiwy 
on£.s was completely lo$t on the new officialdand ihai the SFD was spawning in 
the Reichstag and the state legisLatures. A pragmatic pohlicail Icadeeshrp, 
expressly dLsdnnful oF theory and piincipUs,. it preferred to consider the merits 
CiF reforms in their own right, often precisely aS the government prcsenled 
them. Instesid of diallcnging their authenticity or revealing thear limiiatkriw—let 
alone expanding diem into more tadical demands—-more and mem social 
democraCic diepudes tended to vote yea or nay with htde critical perspective. 
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EvKtiiuAll^, Ibt C0TimdKIM(iiS bcINVttT) ihr pucy's iKcuoniciJ uJhcniKC to 
M^nclsm ind its growing -opportunistic prs^atlsni omc out In ilu m i 
iheoreticjil del»l*» which ingicd fwwwly Enam >b«H 1090 W IWHk between 
Eduard Bemstm's EcnaiKilsiii and the upltoilders of die Ertuti Prvjt^'t 
iwvIfuponifinL Bemtun bad been an enhodoa Mamti woi ih« oHii' leWs, 
and up is bit death in he buisied tbat tic remamed one md had newf 
cfuJlchfed the ixnc sodaL in»gti(s of Mm. During ibe twelve yeati nf the 
annsDiuHlltl Law he had spent In tondon, cxdcd by a prison sctilence^ he had 
hved Eklnuiit revercnlifllby In Engela's shadow. At ihc same time he had quietly 
been tmblbiiig ihc graduahst dDcuitiei of the Bniuh Fabians, a small nuntber of 
pninuneni Inidlecmals had Kfccud molguon as impraebtad. iFMleed as 
undesirable, betsux oapitalLsm seemed h) iflfwn tnuncasujabk pfinpeets Eor 
eefonn and uEclmately a peaoelul road, to sdciahsin. 

Yet it would be naive to aaauTne that Fabian doclrlnes aLonc turned Bernstein 
from a Mandan rniolutlonury into n sodal demdemk leftfnnuL. The last 
qmitcr of Lhe nliKteenth ceniuTy as a whole waa a tlmt of considerable sooai 
impiwcinent. Far hom fulfilling Mam's predictions In llul the capjEalist 

cCdtiAmy would diive llw WAiHking ciaSa U deuuutknr and product fpowttig 
«^iTioTniccTBa*wijrlcitrsinth« 19^ wsibly eojicytd a relatisely high degree 
economic prosperity. The period, if ajiydlLng, Was marked by considetable 
soaal stability and a strong bdkf ln the oerialmy of vniinpedcd progress 
Working wiLhiin the pdstLnf stale structufE, it seemed mighl be a Ear better 
strategy Cor atudning a socialist sodety than waging a co^ly. prccJiiHU. end 
bloody armed nwoli li wu pmxsdy ihu evoluuoiiify smieQ' ihii Benuietn 
began to advance m a Eetw to the SPQ in October IfiSS: instead of trying lo 
make a revolution to -attain a socialist, society, Soebihsts should work lo makr 
InorenunijJ gains that would Lead to a slow and peaceful iransfilon lo 
sodHlism. 

Bcmttctn. to be sure, wai nut the Itrii Gennttn sodaJ democrac to diilLenge 
Marxes revo^utiOfUty doctnoa. As early Jis IBS'l. m opfHOukm to lhe idopUcn of 
the Erfuit Phrgram, fjcotg vOn Volfau of Munich, had vneed the bchcf ihx 
sooaltnn could be acained through a jfow oeganx evotutton of tooeiy, and bke 
many Bafverlan and other south German members {who had never lurrcuiieicd 
th» view), he ui;ged the puny to adup rtfoimviJE me&sures dm were tabooed by 
□rtbudnx Hie aijgunenLS had fallen on deaf ears, e^eoiUy In Prussia, 

which harbored the most Idl'wing thcotisu -and. workm Lu the pwiy. Owing 
prunanly to hfS dt$nnguiil^ poadon in the pany and bis luoie sppfusicued 
enuque of Harnsm. bavutem had luanagcd CO turn his SevotoiWt doctl1nes(ao 
they were called) mto a vocal ind growing tendency, which, in bet, often gave b 
theorcacBl patina to peaokco that differed bule from those oE diE pngtnaiiacs in 
the party and the unions and the Itsading. trade; unionisis. 

Wffiat t| very ilgnlfleant about EemSldfi'a hevtslonism. nwireei¥et. Is ihai it 
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OpCfted up a lan^-wndlnt cl^tHte ova Fietonn versus revol^iliOfl FtOt only in 
Gem^in socbJ dmuxTxy tiUI ilnang soculisf porlta ibnniL ^ tfac piny’s bi£ 
j;unv Akcfi » KmiuI^ md Bcbci, uid «^cailly u* bntluDE UiKxrisu nidi u 
Rm LuHcmbui^g, denounced fiemstem, arid some Even Uiiod to 4ftve ^bm out 
[ht ptny luelf Bebd de«r]y recogndztdl iJim Berruicin's views, vrhicti d*«k Qesc 
expressed at the StuHg^ Con^ss of the ^FD bn IdSB, were by tio morLS the 
jbccTitlon of a sin^e mut they ipokc to a wido^ tegmetu a(f the padty than his 
oppeneus" leaders wwe willing to acknowledge. Accordingly^ wlih Bebel'i aid, 
Bcmitcin remaned m ibe party uid even became « Rcichs^ deputy, nnvallng 
that wen ocmmitg not osily m Bcbel's mind bw m ihw of UWu^ 

thcorms who soil pubkidy professed lo oppose Bcmilcin's views. Alchou^ the 
ReviUMibjbs always leniaL'ned t mlnDiily al the pany COiiEcesEcs up Ul ihe 
ouJlbresli of the First World War, they had a mutch larger following than the 
vrvles they gained at 5P13 ctKOBiesafs would Hem tn bndicaLe, and they even 
nutuged to attain a veiy ilmporunt sundlng in world socUltm 

Thij iilem; fbUouing included an cmponsfli sector within the party—die 
tnde union IcKfership, who wde sodolisis bi nunc only: In ISQQ, wldi ihe 
foundling cf the Second ImcmUional, the union leadership had bcoi irduruied 
by the ^1 br a worldwide general $mhe on Uiy 1 . In order » avoid ■ work 
amppigc, they demanded thil (he German party be itlvcn the leeway to call Its 
May Day meetings during in evening or on a wectsend, tathcr than Strike on 
May 1. S^Bcantly, Bcbd and his supponers in ihe party acceded lo their 
wtsheiv thereby reducing ihe symbohc agrufimnee of the day from an 
exprmum of social piousi u a tame cdcbraiory feHTeali. indecci tn later 
yean h was union dekgius in eongreua of the l^econd Iniemadonal who 
lumcd the (jcnnan smOal demonatk delegation inln i conservatiTe force lhal 
gcncnlly opfiosed mihum responses to m^or problems cotihomtng the 
working class, Uicltlditlig radical annwar KJofklLlons. Repeatedly, ihe union 
leadership played a major tolc In coUusdon with party tnoderales inhridLlll^ the 
social democraik: youth movetneni, which suppened the radicals in the pany 
on dcQsocratic issues and against nulLiansro. 

OtheiwiK, die muon Ic^dctl^ lor (be mosl part, rtnw»d aloof boffi 
debaua on Revutooism—not btcause they opposed Bemsiem but beciuar of 
their IndiffcmniDC (o iheofetlcil issues. The intrapaiiy debates hetweeli (he 
Revliwnisis and the orthodox Marxists genefslly prodded the trade unInns 
with Intellectual jush^catJon for their cautiDUs behAVlof. if and when they 
needed theoretlcil stippott; peforrndsi pany candidates, in turn, drew tip<m 
(hex debates to gain ideokigljtaJ lushfication for their polides in Gennany'a 
iiVlOUd legislaitMe bodies. Sy degrees, despite (Ke m^oriiy votes that (he 
Otlhodoa: Maniis(s ^med Itgansi hetnstcin at psoy eoi^reswL U bocame 
rddeni that a dironic (lulaise afflaoed tiuopcan socaabsm-^ooc that wu lo 
turn into an illness. Eatnl to SOdal detnocra^H In IP-H. 
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THE GROWING ACCOMMODATION 

The mosi serious pofcent chc ixfnierfauvt shift—one tkat chaJtnigefI tht 
capadty cf soda] democracy ta act as a rcvvlutlcitUty m^emenL—did not 
oewr ID [he realm of themy. Flather. H wai the resuh of a stonny and innovative 
levDlLidan^ of a brid; ihar Europe had not seen since the days nf the Pads 
Conuntme. 

In 1^?, afier the mr'j nusbejnclen war ^{saiitsi Japan cndEd in defeat foT 
Russia, the Russian worldng dass rnse in an uprising (hat sent LtemPfS aruUDd 
(he wodd. AiLhough the RusSiWi workers enga^ m cemsiderabie street 
fi^dng In ihe cities, particularty in St PetEfsburg and Moscow,, their priCnKiy 
weapon m destabiJiziiig Europe's mnsl haled auiocricywasiht general; SPdLi^— 
OT "mass strike,as h was nailed by the Gettnans In widdinf this 
tpiintessenually syndicalist weapon, the workers demonslTBltcd foa* aU to see 
(hal they could completely pBJiJyic the tPUniry's rnsjor industrial centers— 
and create a revoluponsry situation unequaled by any upEUJ]ge fur more than a 
generatioii. 

No soDEicT did news of the 1^5 RjcvoluUOrt Cflme W litght, than a fuTMUs 
detote opened within the Germain .^odaL Democratic Party about the mciits 
and demerits of gpTtera] slriltcs—particularly ihrrec wagtd not irterely for 
econoente but above aJ3 for political cods—lndeedH«a means Eor overthrowing 
taptallsm. The most radical pTOponeTHS of the ^mass strike” were ndativcly 
^oung soesai democrats in the party and the Sccood Lnicmalicinal—Rosa 
LoBcraborg, Karl Licbknecht C'^'ilbebii's son), and Clan Zednru among 
Others— as well as disutvguished etdei^ such as Pram Mehring and, raone 
equivY>cal]y, Karl Kautsky. 

The Russian Revolutian of 1M5 broOght the SPD—indeed, che endre 
fiecond IntetTiadoiTal—face to iace with iis revolntiomry conscience and 
traditicins. The ‘'mass strike” dispute now TeptiOed the RevtsIWfllim dehaie—or 
more precisely, gave it concrete meaning. Like RevisiooEsm, the EcvDlulion 
challenged the very image uf the Sodal Dcmoccatic Party RS a rei'Oluuonaiy 
force, ty focusing attenban on the increasing apathy oF ihe German woriong 
class toward revolution. The issue of the "mass scrike" was not simply a 
thfioretkal quesdoo among a lew intdleclually (tlindtsd kfdSi Leaders Rather, it 
forced memhem oF th^ Vrilons and their leaders to reconsider the role that 
unions as such would pLay in overthrowing capitaJisln, BJunt^ put how would 
the unions respond if the p^rty called a general stnke to achieve polidcal ends 
rather than metely economic goals^ 

Mane, as we tuave scm. had always rc^iardcd unions as mere schtioU For 
educatiog workers to socialtst, especaaRy Marxian politics. He mvartably gave 
priority to workunf^class pollocaJ paioes as the more sophisticated and able 
cnganizatkins ot the Labor movemme Before the 1905 RcvolutiDin, Mamlat 
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Lhconsli m Grrmuiy cvuld support (hts vtrw v'tLhout Tcat of 

coTHnwJittHjn, ^hwfby Eacaising the pry's- aHenUoft on denoriJ conusu and 
parluiTKncuy acrobatics. SlrihES Cor econonuLonds Kadi bcrn left to (he unbons 
to decide upon KTid (Inarioe, att evophasls titai allowed buftiuenu m the 
Unions to occupy tbrmsclvcs with pragmatic problems of day-to-day 
oc;^ixauon and Labor rtktions wtiilc they disdaiidully lei (he ihootlus dud 
with eadi Other ov(t fine points of MjTskan theory 

But In 19Q! the ptoUem ai ihc general strike, by raising an issue that bore 
dhccily on the role of trade unions Ln [evoktionary acuon, eould not be 
Ignored. U minded die very leccsses of the umon buHiV^Bcy by lequiring 
that the role of umons Irn a mvlutioiiaiy situation be dehiud. As Steenson 
observe*. "FYobably no other tssoe iw thr htstoiy of the Gteman worihogeJitts 
mmieinerif prior lO |bc oulbrtak of mdd snr in 1914 hvl such i brecaching 
im^Kl on miemai lelMlonshps (rn die ^PDJ as did the RUOf^vdie debau ^ 
PrediftiWy, the umon keadeis caiegoricaLly oppo»d the right of 
the SPD to pOminiC ihrm to any mass action that confronted ihe soda] order, 
let alone the mass fLrike. So louchy was the union leadership on. this issue ihu 
a Free Trade UcHon Congress at Cofogpe in Ma.j' 1505 noi only denuunoed thf 
use -of [he general strike but bla.lanlly forbade lhe union press and locals even 
to discuss it. 

For ihdr pan. ihe pany mdicals saiw the mass stnke not only a 
revolutlrinary weapon m Its own right but as a way to revise a combaitive, 
TEVolutlonaty spirit Ln an mcrcastugiy sedate and parllimenlaty party. In 
response to the trade union*, they published a dcEcnse of the general ainke 
written by the EXitch socialist Hermette Eriland-HolfL with a pntice by KsH 
Kaulslry, As well 9* their own litcraluie, including Rasd buiKitiburg's 190b 
pamphkl TV IlfnK £tnV. Bebel. lot hks pscL Stnddhi^ the UIUWU and iV 
TMlicai* opposed the generd sankt as more than a ptuely pra^nalk: and 
TefoTnusOc UCUc, but be allowed for its use under lestncled OKUfftManct *—^ 
formula that untdird netchee camp in the party 

InasRiuch as ihe general strike had been, a w-eapon of choice unemg 
bakuninlsl aturc-hittt. who had resolved to use the mdiuTE 11 * revotunocuiy 
weapon ai ihdr Geneva Congies* of 1 &73, and m France was ihe revoLutionury 
strategy par excellence advocated by the syndicalist GGT. local SFI> branchca 
rhroughoui Germany began to invite atutchists to their meetings, pnmarily to 
cducalc them Ori the subject En fact, the idea of the lAisa smlu was lar more 
appealing to the rank-and-fik membera ihin ft -w?* » the tm»n. lewjcia. Thus 
even after the Russun Revolution of 1905 went tiown Iji drfett, the nodon oi 
maas- Strikes- lived on vlgorouaty at SFI> meeungs and eonretence* "The (Ubate 
ihus launched ww long and atriWOnknw," SteensOri wiKludc^ "and despite 
the brrt dTcifU of the pony and madc^nion leader* the Imuc would continue 
to CPOM probkrm right up "o 
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The crude meuurej. used by 5FD and union Icadcta CD dampen mr\.y ndjcuL, 
kl llDhC crvnkiilimBfy 5cnliinciil& innOUg Him CbLbwers u Hide ihlHl ^ 
ippilllnj In 1904 , CO nmenLixe any support for che InUS emke. Bcbd^ whew 
KvoliiUMury Mdor was dwirkdling. as raptdly a$ he ma aging, and Cart Uglen, 
iKc KcUil dernneraeje of rhe Pm Unions, oonsp^d bdiind the IwJu 

of Lheu TCspccdw memberships bo dnw up a Hoei ^yeeaw on dvE Bnuiokl 
ropontibility tor stiilecs. Strike chat were catkd foe potitKal rcawns were lo be 
the ftnaratal responjahibiy of ibe party alone, whife tsikei (or ccononuc g£4dt 
tirtnu) be funded by the unioiif Inasmuch ao gciwal iMidia weie eapcttcd ^ 
be pobdoJ in tUUffts ihey otwimisly tu wilbn dK purricir of (he SPO, Mtd IP 
idd Insull |o the agreement stipulaied lhai p^DOki general HTlbes were 

CO be firmly discouraged by Che p«r;>^e Cenud ConBuoiee. 

En fact, under the guue of dividing up responsibility for gnim] unkel, the 
Untotis by Chds igrccinenl Effectively annulled die ibilUy of the P^fiy CO wage 
general atnkB of any duration longer dun a week or so. Possessed of only a 
[^uirler of the duespaying numbershdp of the uUiOha, the SPD had far fewer 
Hntncul ncsourees, and sinn the party wad pTOdoded bom calling upon the 
well-funded unions lor assisunoe, even a largescale pobdciJ strike of any 
length. Hill le» a general strike, was now beyond its lilUlfiCLlI meine. The 
■girtenieni thus pve ihe union leaders, ntod! of whom were bureaucratic 
modemCfS with pnhliail views faff eo cho right of the party leaders, (he mcinl 10 
ewreUe Inordinate financial leverage on the pirt/s airlke accividef. Under- 
standibly, ihc 5PD radicals were concemed that ctie union leadership would 
now be mare pKme la rtegoliur with wnplpyers than to engage kn Siniltc actlcjfta 
ol any kind, not 10 apeak qf a general strike even for oconomic endf. 

At alatmLng as this agmmcnl w«s 10 ihe Tadicab^ a similar agyccmcnl. alao 
worked Cml by Bebel, wem even finxher m according powo (o ihe trade UCUOiis 
at ihe expense of (he party. For years (he union loadenhip had rHOnted tC) 
MOOndary role lo the l»ny leadership m maicers conemung the pd,idH of the 
social detTVPCratic movemeni as awiiofc. Wlh the aid of mdig pany pngitutiitu 
Hich a Inrtedndi Ibnt, Bcbel now n^oOHed m apetmeni wilh (he (mfoti 
leaden (hat wvuld paniy w the pony’s Enocutne ComiOtetee Uid ihe 

unkins' General Cobiruswi m iff rmm-r s of poffey—a vwal ib di Ca OOfl of 
ihepohcical 1 ead(T 5 hipmtiatfiUdomihar weiesuippascdtci bmetUm RKrdy » 
(he "Khoeria" Ibr social dleraocracy. 

Iniroduoed Do the SPD's Pdaruihehn Confess of IWfi, ihe tesolufUma 
approving these igreemenu produced a fiuor in ihe pony's Lef^ lod by 
LiwembiM^ and Ksmtsky, who apptoprtacely regarded ihem as outright 
beirtyala of baste Mandst prindpilcs. In response, Bebet engaged In verbal 
acrobitlci thal outdid hds mosi subLune feats of lo^cat liUntpuLuJOn, 
Simulijneously damning and praising all parties to the diapUlc, the old Rim 
eventually rcEegat^d ifac general smike for use as a strictly defetUHVt weapon. 
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d«pii(e iis pflfcndy TTwolutiomat^ talt iti Russia. And the fsti ihai he managecl 
to win the owni'tueLming majority of the dek^tes lo his positioti (322 to 
ncvesJed how far the SPD as unel] as its most ImportauJt livinft founder had 
mOiVed U> the nghi^ ulearLy placing narrow orgatiizstional cousid^raQous above 
once-saerosaiicl prindpfes. Like it or tioU the German Social Democratic Party 
had ceased to be a yewluci&riery ur^enijatiou and in £aci w*s pemw-aied by 
rebnnl$tv even eonservadve seutitnents. 

The Mannheim Ctmgrcss was a decisive event It proyided, official 
confirmation that ihe union leadership was now duoninant m. pany affairs. As 
Peter Gay ohserres: 

The labcir leaders had good cause fgr oelehratian [ai Mannheun]:; their greai 
victory gswe them Car more than equality: in effect, it meauL the surrender of 
the pany w the tnuons. It prepared iht. way fot the ascendancy of pany 
bureaucrats who were not “theorists" arid who “aiuLd get afonj" with the 
union leadets.... In short, it set the staq;e for the ^ure of the parly in 19H 
and for its breakup durtn^ the waj.'^ 

Meedfess lo say. the new a^ements marked a de facts rupture with what 
rematned of Marsdsm wnJiln the tjarty. The General CoKimlssion of the ftee 
Unions, expressing its sadsfaetion at the vanejul^ing Tevoluuniiaiy pobtLcs 
within the psny, commented: 

Ie is to be hoped that the f^quent ruedons dunng the P^rty and the trade 
tmions between 1903 and 1903 will haive a lastittg good efket in that the 
complete co-apCratJon, which new ejusLs, wJl never again be endangered 
thwjrjis and writers who aiiach a gfeaKJf valm. m mere wtrolutionary slogans 
than to pr^ticaL work iiisLde the labor movement^ ^ 

Moreover, the party's preo^p^don with parltameniansm was taking it ever 
farther aiw^y from anything; Mam had envisioned. Instead of working to 
overthrow the bourgsois Staw, (he &PI>h wtih US InteuM focus o-n elections, had 
virtually become an enghie for getting votes and uicreasing its Reidist^ 
nepiesenwuon within dw bourgeois state, Educalion along socialist tines was 
giviiig way to mabilizaiDon along prag^dc lines, with the result that ihr party 
devysred ever tnorr of its attHidon Lo unmedLaCe, everyday reforms at the 
expense of fundamental change. The more aaifuJ the SPD became in chese 
ttalms, itve more its membership and electorate increased a'nd, with the growth 
of new praigmatic and opportunisne adherents, the more Ll came to tescmbk ^ 
burcaucrauc machtne for acpulnng power under capitalism rsklher than a 
revolutionary organization to etimmate il 
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THE "MASS PARTTf 

By ] 9 H, the Gcnnin SodsL DEfnocratjc F^rty hMl xroamd t □ullio'ci nuembm. 
uid Hi jHuts were msiu^ed by nnOtt (ban 4^000 paid EimrtiiHiirtci arwi 
i IflOC ordinary sjdAiled emp^oywi- 3t supported innumeribl* ptriodKiI*— 
iocaJ. regHHiiiL and luriofuJ—many of wer e dailies, cebers weeUm. uiU 

Mhtft ntOnihbesH wilh a onUccUwC tiroiianoo of a millicm and i half mdErL 
The ptcamra of 4 scoal denwaat are fUjSStiwd by du; loidanide of 
dillnenl hobfalEs ind ewiliDiii v> w|wh die pony's powduaJs ifjpealBi 
cydiau could reid ihe ArisaorS^An^ fthc WotkcT'CydiJii dK orpn of 
the Worker-Cyclist FcdjciaiitHi in OfEctibodi; choni grwps could read die 
Drunchc AF^ftr-^dn^riniH^ tTbe Gerukan Workcr-Singrrs' NewiX die 
organ of ihe German WorkeF-Singjos' Union. There were penodieabj and 
organlzapofli for ^umasts,. tempetanCC advocau$, even stenographen and 
intiktepeFs. Al! of these papers w*re pubkdied in the ihousancij of copiei. 
some CKnedIng ICOJlKK). Sodal dcmcicjatic ^odoues^ dubiv assnclatlocii, nnd 
group; abounded eveiywhcre to mecl ewecy perscmal need^ taste, oi pracltvlly. 
The official mtubEkiti oH! the party's buTnar imga^nc. the Wahre/dfciib. soared 
tn Marty 400 , 000 . So frequsndy was it passed froiti hand lo hand that its total 
readership Is esbrnated to have h«ci about 1.5 raillian devated rtaderi. 
SljnLflcandy, the [wn/i iheoredca] jourriaL Lhc Ebunded by Kuital^, 

did not exceed 11,000 readers, although U was ihe nwi intellectuaJiy 
saphlsUcatcd Mainctst peiiodicBJ iti the world. The offidal snciit dcmociallC 
newspaper, the Vorwrirti, had a peak onculatinn of 165,000—a high AgUK Iw 
the organ of a naticml Soda! DcmDcrBtiic Party, TO be sure, but trivial by 
COtnpirtslin With WjIift Jakob, which addressed the tastes of the ordinary SPD 
meriibct in turdi of lighter fart 

Joining the 6Pl> meant EntETtng an aOiencompauing subculrurt, with 
KtlVItlo to Booounl for iihnost all of one's spare dmc. A member COUld lUcnd 
htt Of her monihJy local party meethig: a unicHf) eMetin& lecnifCK. local and 
dirtOct confoeiKcs^ xud the IMettti^ U vsnous cultural arid |»o(euueidi] 
aaeocuuoru dcnKcd » KvnUary acnames femn healib » tpofU- There were 
fcwvala IP erijoy, cictiunsinlkins hi ‘HfaedY IP march —espeeully Mey [>iy 
prndest which were safely held cm weekends, even d May 1 fell 00 t 
weekday—and proresi meeiings and e9«uiEal raltiea to airend- Social 
democratic youths could go on hikes and en ramp mencs, ind hold their OWti 
conference, meeting;, and rallies. 

All of this made sodal dcmocraey i verluhle way of lift for the Otdlniry 
worker. Il (oMered a coraiiiitinent (o ihe patiy that was not easily swayed by 
dUildeni bdeas nor easily troubled by breaches of political Uttegnty. One'j 
Friends and even one's (amity members were aften sodal democrfU., and OfiC'l 
polldcnL rival) were ihe Catholu adhereius of (he Conlo- Party—which hisd Itl 
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(jwn urray of popuJar flssociaUons The Iwo groups couLd be- distinguishfd from 
each DLher by (tietr Lnsigniai. modti of diess^ and even modes of nqjrcEsaon as 
VieH as by their politicaJ opinions. 

Ota (he eve of ibe First World War, [he German Sodnl Democratic Pamy 
potledl 34 percent of the votes for the Reichsl^ and gained 110 oui ol the 39^ 
StaUw thus mahihg h lat^^t joarty In Gemiany About 220' p«rty members 
sat in. Slate Legislatures, more than 2,800 m taty parliajnents, and aomc 9.000 in 
ruraJ tovin and vJLage councils. Although soda) democratiic deputies at all 
teveis of gitvemmcni made themselves accessible 10 thelf ootistiCucnts— 
espcnaJly durini; cLECtLons, 'when party nirEinbejs m^t. be induced lo 
cimpsjgn In their behalf—mnnbefs of the Reidistag fVjleriFn (or caucus} in 
particular had ttecome mare and mare removed irom any hved ooniaol with tht 
membership. ConsummateLy inoderatr in oudook, these deputies detested the 
"■wild” nadicals whose cheoirtes wete jired sn the patty press and whose 
con iron tali ana3 nadons discredited ihem wilh Germany's "betier classes'^ In 
time, some deputies even took issue with moderates'wUKin (he parry leadership 
Uself who, in their eyes, were not tjuiie moderate enootgh. 

Indeed, far loo many SPD Keichstag deputUs (over twenty percent) were not 
□idy party members bul leaders, of die mcreasLngLy conservative trade unions. 
Their long clinnb through the iradouulcin apparatus to positions of slate power 
and their deadening pragmaosm made them disdUmful of theories, principles, 
and, above aiU, seemingly impractical inieJIectuaJs, Placing a strong emphasis on 
reiflipolirill, (hey despised die idealism that had cemented the party during its 
"outlaw period," and ihey disdained — some time ^wlih a bad consaence — pAtly 
Ggurcs wbo sull embodied the radical beliefs of (heir younger days. At ihe same 
time, like jivOst patvenus, nutty of ihcm harbored a covert adnuratian for the 
very nobility, the wealthy bourgeois^, and even the mpiuty. which their 
program committed (hem to oppose. 

The Retchsiag FrufeiEon, m iwm, becjoiw an independcni power lh its own 
right, bterally siandlng apart friam ihe party and party members and demanding 
politic:#! ilU10rioni>' from (he party's institutions. They seemed to regard 
themselves as representanves not of ihe regular SPO vo(4'rs aEone bui of their 
consdlucnts, including transitory supporters and the less pobticized and 
radicaliMd ones. With ihe paswge of time, the results of (his devolutkJti of 
parly icadership and parliamentary deputation alike toward accommodalion 
with ihe eKisnngsyswm were to pivsvt; njirious, bcuh losowl tUmoctucy and to 
Germany. 

I>esplifi Lis enotwious SM and following, the Getwan Social Democratic 
Fiiriy was by uo means itmorphous. Contrary to oonvcntfonBl myth, H a 
highly centralized parry whose congresses enforced strict disdpline when 
necessary and had full authority ro expel dissidents who they fell diverged 
sharply from ihcpany^s docuine. This dtscipbne was espcrully enforced within 
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ihe RclctisLa^ where on any £ivicn iiSUf [h£ vtrt Cbll^cd to 

vcKie In Jpvior (jf ttw poliicy sdopwtl by the caucuB's mBioirHy. whciher [hc>' 
pwjonilly agreed with ii or not—and no mJEWf how laucoui ind Kveci bttter 
ihe ckb«ie wllllln ihe cayteus tud been. In cerLaiu rcBpecli this oetitnillitlfi 
iUHitlUTir SCI A pTHxdeni for Lenin's views of how a ^ofaalHj p^ny ihffuld bc 
MJVatmd ift [he face of opponcilB and in riinca af rrisK. Although the ptniy 
cyllure nurtured bread pwqparian by mexabors in kli KWty HKUl KtMAitSr^ 
ihc ccntrjhsRi and ihe diso^e of the party stiuenue served (« reunci 
rncmiben' Invobrcmcni m m^nog impomiit dedsions^ u witness, die 
Icadcilhtp's baek-ioofn concessions Eo die unum HKI ihc RWnnnu powtf 
acemed by the party buncMOMy- 

Ti)cen as a w>m4e. the lustocy of the Gcrmaji Social DemoerdUC F^ty and tu 
ununs from ct> 141^ is a gjray swy of moral etmompoucum «md 
Hupcfldous CCOnomU: girewih, and oE the primary of quanbly—in the farm <»f 
members, Reichstag deputies^ and fmandij re&OUt'OtS (more than 20 mlllLon 
markl, nn cnorraous sum iti thore <by^ were ded up rn party bij 4 ln«» 
invninKnes)—over quality, in die form of talent, tevoluclonary resolutecKBSv 
and thiorelical inBl^c By 191^, ihr party WAS largely a coniervetlve 
OTganuatlon, despite its radkaJ rhetorle llS r^cnon of the general svllce, as 
well u lu pragmaHC agreements widi die govemmenl on ddbldtit leguldtlool, 
ivliKih eomprornLud tiu party's principles, foreafudowed iie ooLfapse with the 
eOhUng of the First World War. 

Nonethdess, It is possible, indeed euscomary, to speak ol a disceoYtablc LoEl, 
Right, and Cenicr in the German Social DcmooraElC Party during the yean 
before the First World War, David W. Morgan, in. his fasdruUng aocounu 
describes (hese three basic: divisions. The Left, hy rcmamtng 'Within ihc purty 
Initad ol loffirucig a new one, inadvertently peipeniated the iduston that the 
&PD Was in some way the tnherhor of die Marxian legacy. It was led primitnly 
by Rosa Luremburg, Karl Licbknecfat, and CUiA Z^edon, AS vi^ed as the agin| 
and feeble Ftane Mchiing and i ywoger generanim led by die lltdr40KrWn 
Paul Levi WUhelm Piei;k, and other hitmehmiidem of the German CommutiUt 
Party “* These Icfosts oonsistcnlly tqipuMd (he Revisionmsi' aueni^ |p ease 
social demoents into ptrtidotis ol power or even lo use die mUNII ittU W 
create a socldlst society. To bc Siure,. [hey ihemsabves did not reject 
partiaraemariim as iUih, lather, they regarded clccuon campaign* as 
educoaonal endeavors and Reichstag depuDes ptimanly as public edvcators. 
net u mere kglslatot* hfor did the tefdsis,, unlike the RevlsanlsU^, accept any 
agreaments with bourgeois parties in the RcichJUg. They adamamjy adhered K> 
the pony's traditional precept of refusing to occupy rntmstertal jpetiuoni In (ha 
gDvcinmenl. Again, following a traditional party precept, the Lefl OppOltd any 
vole in luppon of die govemmem's budgets, as an Indication oE lU 
noncooperarlon with the bouigeols sraie. In 1914 it would ftmily oppose (he 
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war as impermiii, taHmg, ffif smcmauonal ptoJei^tian soUdamly jRairtsL aD. the 
oonticnding govemmenfs and the uldmaite ovenhiow ai ihe system- 

As Jor the poJLtinil tempetiture trf The partly membership—the ordinary rank- 
and-llle msitihers—by far the majoriry coidd be found in iJnehroad Center, ^eiy 
oflm Dontent'wfLh the soenL insuraiKC and other bcnefils in the existing sodety 
that the pjfcy defended on their hehalt. Mtjst of the party exccuiive, editors, and 
leadjng bureaucrats were aJso pan of the Center., as were Pnednch Ebert, iht 
mcjsL cedortess, sOprethrly bureaPcralfc embodiment of the party's pragmatic 
malaise, and Carl Legfen, the chteftam. of ihe Free Unlrms, who In fan belonged 
tD its right wing. 

The rftost Important leaders of ihc SPD'i Cerner, ironlcaLly, were some of the 
very men who presented themselves rhetoncal^ as guardian? -of Mfitrtdst 
orlhodoay, namely Bcbet up Eo his dealh in lilO, Hugo Haase who replaoed 
btm as pany chairman, and Kwl Katitsky Whsk the Center, in theory, accepted 
the basic parry precepts upheld by che Left, m pTacOcs h dealt with ihctn 3$ 
nsdve and ideaJkstic encumbrances. Like a cemgregatiDn reciting the Decalogue, 
the Center mouthed the party's basic precepls all the more to ignore them in 
daily bft As the SPD aged into growing ossp^ctahlJiiyi It thus reinforced an ugliy 
reiBcation of language: cs'en the most stolid of its bureaucrats and many of its 
members could rhetorically bail the smiggle against war, Irivoke proletariam 
solidaricj', and pay lip serviise to efaj* conflict—only w follow an opportunistic 
direction in the face of a ensis, with Imvercd banners and sullied placards. 

There is little doubt that this Center, givtnf^ due allowance to all its 
gradations, never aocepted Insurrecdon as a means to achieve a SOCiaLiH socicly. 
Even in the lB9[h, WJheIra Licbknecht fhc died in 1900 at the age of seventy^ 
four) bad mouthed phrases about the noed to use force in dislodging 
capitalism, only to waver and make COtnphSmlSfJ with refOttnlsLs to preserve 
party stability. Xautsk)', ostensibly a basriem of Marxisr ruThodoey, abborred 
viciEence and dvil war; his own ideas of a revolutionaiy strategy did not go 
beyond the need uj gain an electoral majority m the 'ReifihsiSig and conhotil the 
g<ivetTinieuc with his highly ccntmlistlc version of sodslism. Bcbcl, a>s we haive 
seen, was the airchstect of ihe most stgulfkaut comproltilSe that the patty made 
with its Marxian hcrii^gc. His popularity as a leader of the Cenrer, however, 
rcniiifMd tindlmlnlshed E^rhaps most accurate is the comment that Cjcor^e 
Ledebour, a le[[-cantii.si Renebsrag deputy, once made 10 the yotmg Leon 
Tioisky; the SPD. he declared, consists of “twenty per cent, radicals, thirty pet 
cent ChpportunisTS— and ihe resi follow Bebel," hooODUg radical rhetoric in the 
breach.*^ 

fteformism sank such deep roors mio che 5PD that when a successful 
lakeowr of Germany by au aimed prcileiatui aciually became fcastble, the party 
oompLecely failed die revoluuonaiy workers In ns: nioiic basic commitmenrs. The 
parry leadership shewed Liseh co he; ai besi, itberaf democratic m orientadoai. 
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seeking CO ctumgf! m empire hnlo 3 . tepubtic by rndkinR a nucnbcr pf foci«l 
reforms, and ai worst, overtly ODUiiJimrvDLulioit^iy, ^ prop (of reacuOD 
draped fcn i red [Is®, mouihu^^ empty radica] VErbdiec to cotifusc Llj 

foJ lowers 

The ]>irty't ideolo^icsl rr^lwing, nOiaWy fitJusiem's RmslomHj, nec41c» 
to uy, nude no aLiempt to espouse rcvobriiofuiy prmoples k 

cxpteldy viewed oapitalmo is a lnie-li?iied« $ooa 1 order tl^ nol 
be ovtnhrffHti, by tevduuon md sou^i lo jeutson Mitmm ihueica o( 
fCrowifif etortomlc uiunisenlion ft^cnirwlifi®) and impending cIlHO w*r So 
nummus Wfie ihe imirs CKi a£un» Revisimijsl propCisais il party iitd 
InuTtutional congirr^ioeA due ihe foUcwiers of hemfletn soncomes seemed to 
exist merely u a foil lor the Left and ttw Center m altaek. Btii dnpltc dtelr 
numerous -defeau^ Revistonlsis shared more comntoR ground with the puny 
membership than the party's Msidaji iheiOiK allou'ed most observers of the 
SPD to perceive. 

More dlamrbtng—and dan^rous—than the Itcvuitonisu Lbeiiuelvej were 
qutn^L, run-nf-mJl reEonnists such as the. trade UTognists and the members 
from the Smithem German States, who sat in the state Icgjslaturcs.. made shady 
deals wtih bDurgeols parties, and voted for lejtpsEainve reEorms m vintiaJ 
dlsTejjprd ot party precepts and Marxian cheocy. Itideed, more accurHely iban 
the Left and the Center, this Bight reDccted by its behavior the growing drift 
'wjehin the party s^way from appeals for social Tcvoluiion and toward appectls (br 
demoerpUe cefprm. 

The ecmsistcntly poor sttowtrig of the extreme Left can be partly eXplUhed 
by the enormous eopnorruc and sodal benefits the German wpriung dwi had 
gamed by the turn of the oenlUty. Bssmajck had shrowdly courted the 
prolcunu with the most adinnoed sotial legislation in the world, and the SPD, 
by virtue ol the additional ncEonns U gained, provided the dernsan worldng 
dm vrtih a i-Bled intetest in the pneservatian of apilalism ApprOHmatefy 
eleven tniJIbon Gmtkyn wodeers acquired retiiement benebu md medlcaf 
tiuunncc; and cight»ri milliiTn vseK tnivred agamsi acddents^bcMhu (hat 
were vutUlUy unknown to workers elsewhere in Europe. Almost every deuJ df 
WQifcplKt Ufeu horn tnaxunum hours Id ibc munbet ol Uirtncs m a shop, were 
rcguhucd by gmTmiiieolaJ legnlaKirL Bebd, who bad a canny ibthty U 
understand the CerrTun prolctaiial and scemin^y read its mmd, tqdly luwd 
it he wjached a parade of PHtSSian Guards in 1892, "Look at those frilotVSt 
eighty per cent of them are Beriintis and SociaJ Demoa'aci but if there waj 
Double they would shoot, me down at a ward of commajid bom ■bovt"'^ In 
my 44 long as no major HniSis oompellod the German Social ftcmocraUe 
Party 10 fmalLy cast ofi Lis radical rhetoric and show ludf hilly » a reformifC 
party, ncirty all its te^ng members could smugly pay Iribule lo Mandin Ideflj 
■nd radanl pairty precq^ts. Althou^ the SFO's annual eongrema had become 
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iiin utigtiiTie baLllcj^round fdt drbMCj ova cvctything from Rcvisiomsm to ihe 
r<ik oi [h* general surilat, [hie pany mamjed la matnoHn t fiK^tk of Idtolofiitiil 
umCy up to 1913, when Bcbd derd after years ofbalanjcmg the Le/l and Right 
Without my msjoi- dsfecdons. 

liis death marltcd the end of an era and the overt collapse of the SFC's 
fflvoluiionary faosdt OnJy a yta? later, [n Aiugua 1914, Uk long^teaded 
challenge Citnc, when (ha Kaiser demanded that the Reidistag vote 
credits Lo support the army in. the Fim Wodd Wbu. How would the SFD 
(UpPlies vote? Would they rermin. true to their Marxkn intecTiailomllsm and 
tej.etl the war as unpcdBltsti^ C!>r would ibry succumb to nalionalism and vole to 
Support The war effwtl The parry was loo heavily invested tn lu presses^ oEBces, 
and properties, and too cciriTnlued. to refontung and iherefey preserving the 
very sejciety h ivas sworn to undo, to respond to the crisis of 19J1 in a 
revolutionary maciner. li» pariiaenentaiy Fiuhtiofi, despite bltier disagreements 
by a minority of deputies, voted as a hlroc in favor of credits to finance the war. 

The Prtiy SUtptiSltig aspect of thli «d[ 6 ^as the incredulity expressed by 
many radicaLs both wlUiln and without the ponywheri they heard of the SPD's 
vote in the Rckhstagin Au^si Jdl4. Its capitutation could have been foreseen 
years esdler, especially itlter it ^ivc itt no the trade uniObs ai Mannheim, and its 
own tepnd behavior ai the 1907 Stuttgart CongetM oi tht Intemaiwiwl, where a 
sizable part of the SFD delegation hesibated to take an adamant stand against 
the Reich in the event of a war. The astonishinent of the sodalisL Left is perhaps 
undergtaodaWe only because the German Social Democratic Pimy was 
internanonalLy regarded as rhe fbnndadon, indeed ihe model party, of a 
Manrisl [n[CTTtattonal-“indeed, ''the panly of Mara”—whose congresses 
hTOugbt rogerher the mcigi advanced revolutwnariM of the perlttd 


THE SPD AND THE SECOND INTERNATLONAL 

The German 5iodal DcinDcrHlk Party enjoyed enormous eminence among the 
dele^rcs to the Vownd Iruernatlonal and ihaped the organisation, wructural^ 
and politically. In ins own image. As a tesult, the IntemadonaL becajnc heir to 
many of the same consttvaiive letidmcies that beleaguered the German pany. 

The iiiBi indication that the SPD's influence on the International would mark a 
drift to ihenght appeared a^ewly as the founding congj^ess on the Rue Pimllein 
18B9. The issue, as we have seen, was May Day. the ptoletarian "holiday" 
miended to aitprea imentat^tial woeklngolaas soltdarliy and mituancy. The 
redbunts at the congress wanled to pat* a rejolutlon supporting Ml partk^arion 
in the protests, calling on woriwrs.' organisations lo |om in strikes, and 
demonstrations on Mpy ]. By contraat, the Germans, as we have seen, wm 
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adamanity oppctwi V9 JOy vi^irlc 3 (o;>tdge dm miglit bt lugj^tive at i ^nen] 
sinkc, even if only far j soi^e day. Msy Day. aocntidmg to the SPC, w» tci be i 
"bolkldfy'' or aL moet t -v^nknid or evetung dLEfibiy oF 'WDrklnj<lu» 

ALOurdkngly. when the Rue PiveltE. coofi^eas i tiuoLuilon S'Up^mting 

May Day, the SPD deli[;f;^tics Bdded s t>der that left tt In ihe dascreUon ot the 
mdUviduB] natlntuL |)U[|ej lo deiennliH what hind ot sj^ecUk action would take 
place. The SPD'* ■neitm: ridci was adopted^ aJihou^ It produoed canddenabLc 
resentment amonij the tnntT ntUttant organizations in the new InierrnaljOha]. 
That the {jerman pniltion could have been adopted at all denujrfMiawd how 
shaJty^ as early M ldS9. were the tfvolunonajy commLImEnta oJ the proEessed 
rcvoIntioniTy movements of Europe—cien in the ittauer of • symbolic oUc^lay 
u'nrk MOppaj^r The nHentment of die miliunts lesudaonl dunn^ the 
Intenulion^'f Coflfreu at Zundt m when V^eu* AiUet^ diaUcngjbng 
the SPtJ's ouUouj. behavior, exrriied a loIr tn favor of deiDonfmilms on May 
1, LTKspeeqyt o( whether It was a woiRday. The (jcrmin dctcf^bOn furious^' 
apposed Adler's resoluooTi. Shortly ailenvtird^ in CernUfty luel/^ the S?D 
turned the Adler rtsoLution into a dead kteor ai its annual parry congress ar 
Cologne, where it openly rejected, the use of the ;jeneral strike except for very 
restricted goals. As It turned out. the inability oF ihe Socond Intctnalional to 
commit Itself to parucipatiem in an intemaiional day of prolclanan salidaiity 
augured the conservative drth that was soon to come 

Once the IntcmaPonal adapted Mandsm 3± Ll^ oFflCiaL ideology iti ld^3 and 
cspellcd l3ie atufehists hn IS!?*, its rtwcungj became highly slylLzcd, wtlh well- 
ordcred speeches, c^mmineos, aind resotutiDcis, and of eotizae, the prescribed 
and highly deeciralivc red barmcis oF sodaliitn- F(i™ increasingly dowiniied 
^ub^tanee, and loyalties were often baied as much on the dcle^les' Feelings of 
jwe for ^urticulv aociallsi leaders as on the coitlent ol their orations After 
lilOO an InlenuUoiul Socialist hurciii] in Btui$4a funewud aa a ckanng- 
house Cor reports and tlaia on ihe labor movemeril, chimed by EtnJe 
Vandervelde. the stormy petrel of the Bdgkan Workers' Fany. It w-a* ai etoie to 
a penmaintni ooordlitsting berdy as the Second Ertiemanoni] would ever errate 
im Its nearly three (kcades of active cdstcncx.. and lIS powers Were rntnimal, 
KVen meager, leaving all the associated parttes to EoUow thclf owri whims and 
desires, wilh litlk or no mgard tor one another's behavior 

In all, the Second Inlematian^ hdd nine congKWet between IS8^ and 
1912. 1is roioluiloni at these congresses, to be sure, established ccTtain 
iiandards of revolutionary po'litical behavior’-an emphasii on Kv^olutlon over 
reform, the rejeeuon in principle of entry into boairgemi governments, 
oppaadon to a European war and 10 hithtansin generally, and even support 
Cor die getter*] untiing oF ihe people. But like ihe resolutions of the ShD. these 
scindardi defined revotutionury Manrian socialtsm only on p*pef *nd were 
ofien hoAored (h the breach. 
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Not oni^' did the IntEmialkiaai bccsjnt a repEica of the Gemati 
Democraclc Fatty ih ii£ rhetorlcjl cciKrutfiiururm lo Kvobikiii and Lnicmaiiot^ 
alLstn, but to a great cictent it loo was bedeviled by Itievljkinlst [«nden4ei, 
espttially over the issUt tpF thi gtntrsj Slrihe When the strike issue canvc up, 
ihe International essenbaUy threw it back into the laps oE itie indtvIduaL parde$, 
which fatally rccntmd 1t frotA the arena of w^jddwidie pTolcLarisn aetkin. but the 
general jtnke lasrue refused cu disappor fram the Intemattcin^'s agenda, any 
tnuFC than It could elude the ageitda oF the Gcm tHi i party^ cspedally after the 
1905 RevnlLidon in Ruasn As ia Gci^jny, Rosa l.UJWmburg and her comrades 
ccndnuallypusheth in the Inlematiaiul, forthc TighriiD use ihe general strike a$ 
a revolutLotiary Weapon ralber than os a means to pin iLmited ends such as the 
eight-hour dny as swEbage. Her elFbets were trulrtly withijui a^«lJ—but the isue 
hovered oi'cr the InterTLadoiral like a especially as a WDitdwide war 

approached 

In faci, the aU-important question uf how the InKcnadona] tvould respond to 
a world war produrxd a majen division between Left and Right 3 l several 
congresses. The Left should^ in fact, have produoed Em open split, but it Failed to 
do so because ni a tnisfriaced eommirment lo ihe Fetlih of OtpnttEllionsJ 
"unity." At the Stuttgart Congress, following the passage of a tepid 
anriwar lesohinotii inXTOduwd by Bebel, Ricisa EjUSnAburg and the principal 
Russian dtlegates ai the Congress, Vladimtr Ilyich Lemn JulLvs MwtOv, 
introduced a more militant amendment, which the delegates dunfuEly adopted. 
The ItiteTnilLiEMial thus dedsmed" 

IF a war threatens to break out, ii is a duty of the working cla^ tn the 
countries aflecHd to make cvpry eEFort to prevent the war by all means 
which seem lo them appropriate. ... Should H war rtone the (essbrejk Out, It 
is their duly to ... make use oF the economic and political crisis creaied by 
the war ^[|r up ihe deepest subtil oF the people and predpitale the Fall oF 
capLlatist domlnatian. 

This resolution was of crucial imporrance. It went beyond purely defenstve 
iirtion to prevent or oppose a war. such as a refusal to vote For war credits and 
eng^igetn demonstPtlons, Indeed, HeMtnuatlyciilletl upon srjdjl democrats to 
use the cmnQicL and its socially destabifmng edecis to promote an oaitright 
proletirSjui friSUrieCtioft aganst capitalism llSetF. Fut even ihJs leftlji reiolunon 
was dLlute]d, as G.D.H. Cole points oul 

Nothing was sadd about die general strike, or aboUl insuirccnon—die 
Germans saw lo that; bur thanks to the Russian addition the pr^JcrlptiOA For 
acrlou went a long way beyond ihe mere p<ar]iamentsiry pfoce$t$ whLdi iJone 
had been explicUly set forth in Rebel's draft TFie general wa;$ ncit rtiled 
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out-^iHwaf passed ever in siicncc, the same can. be said D^ insumedon, 

which CSTi indstd be r^Birdcd as implicit in die fiilJl tiesolunon.'* 

HihCt. ofi iht wsT isaic, die Imematioml comjniiicd Ltscll 1* fl(MhlP.g—.Jtrtd as 
time was no show, h de nnlhing when broke cut, to its lasting 

disgrace. 

No less haurHin^ than die general shiltc issue was lllC iatliJr? nt the 
Entematijonal to djecistvely TCjKt the entry oF social democrats into bourgeois 
C^bhieLs. a crisis that was predpiilailed by Aleicaiidje MLIIeTAnd. a sod^tst 
member oJ (he French Chamber oFDeptuHs, who agreed w heeomc a minLster 
in Rent Waldeck-Rcusscau's govemment in 1&9Q. Although MiUerand wi^ 
cvcnmslly CKpelled FhCim die Fretich Sodallsl Patty, the Iniemaiwnal at its Fi/th 
Congress in Paris in 1900 passed a rescluboni (pr^iared by Kautsky^ against 
^enidsm," as it was caUed—but very notkxabLy, WiihoUL condemning It 
entirely. The resolutioiL shepherded duiotigh the Congress byJean jauris (who 
later becEunr the indubitable Leader of the Preneb Socialists}, was symptomatic 
of the mabtlicy of the Left Kvoluuortarlet lo shake off the influence of 
governmental opponutnsts wiihin the IntemanonaL The erpievocat resolution 
satisfied neither die Eight nor the Ledl al die Congress: while the Left was 
appalled by any panHtpation in the hciUT|geois state, French and south Germain 
refoimiSIS were piqued that any restrictiDn at all was placed on their fteedom lo 
form governing coalLlions with bourgeois parties. 

To be IVirCt the InTCrnatlonal repeatedly md nnialistlcalLy condetntted 
Bernstein's Eevtsionistn and thereby dedaaed its noininai adherence Co 
rrvplutioTuiry sodaLism. But as in the case of the German SFD, SUCh. routine 
declarations carried less and less weight in practice. In nearly every Euiapcan 
sodal democratic party, revnluticinajica of the word were miJdr^g parliuncRLaty 
and political compromises that amOUnied CO a {fc/utwacwpiatice of BamiCein^s 
approach- MiLlerand's enny into the French government was foLlowed biy that 
of Aristide Btiaiid, who bccaimc irutiistjeT of education in dittl by John 
Bums^ thf Bnpsh fabor teiader, who simply abandoned socialism altogether and 
entered the Liberal minisoy (ironkalty, Tcsigjiing ham it because of his 
Opposition lo die war in IS?L4). These wiefe only the more notable aivd e*^iciit 
dcEcrtions to “Millcramdism,'' as die disease was called Bernstein's Eleviskmism 
rcilected practices ihal were already adopted in nearly all ihe parties od the 
International well in advance of the outbreak of war in 1914-. Indeed, many of 
the partlis affUiaied with ihe Second IntertwUonal cvemually provided Europe. 
dUtitig and after ibe war years, with promirtEnt bourgeois statesmen, some of 
whom became outright patrloue chauvifii$ts. 

As the ftnu, decade of ihe new century drew Lo its dose, the International wk 
iaced with [he grimmesl practical test of all. The likelihood of war challenged it 
to take an ioiiwsn-position less tepid than the one it had adopted at Stuttgaot, Al 
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kH Coptiinllitgcn Congress in 1910, Hurdle, (h« brilisti socLilisl, (ngcthcT 
with (lie Fnneh sodiLisis ajid ddt^tcf ai the Briiish Laboivr Farcy, intno^uced 
an aiciECHlnicnt lo the acilhvar re^otvnon that recommended Uie use of a genera] 
strike in case of ivar. Alchou^ Hardie tried no limit the appllcabhliiy of the 
general strike to iivorkers cn^ged only m indUJUles and only in bdligerent 
CtTUnEries rather than the mtemationa] working dass as a whole, hi;. re&O^udon 
foundered on the objections of the right-wing tEndencies wilhin the 
IntemBiiona], whith regarded (he general sinke « wo provoodwe, Nor did 
the re$o1vtitm proposed by Kardie (who was moie of a padiisL than a 
rcTOlutionist) satisfy thr Ledl, which suppsTted Ore genernl strike bu.1 also 
thought the resolution should s«te^ as Lmtembuig and Lenin's did^ ihji a war 
would almost certaimiy weaken capitaitsm and provide the opportmidty for a 
prtdeurian insumciion. ^ler much stormy debate, all meniion of * generat 
strike was eventually written oui of the antiwar resolution, and the 
Intcrctalional went nn with business as usual. 

Eti the end, the Copenhagen Congre^i did whu ii alE too often did: ti left the 
question of annwai activities to ihe discredDn of its individual member parties- 
This repeated avoidance of the most pressing issue Eadng the woHd 
prolewriat—by shifting its lesponslblllty for opposing war to its Mtantueni 
organizations—dearly revealed the International's refusal to deal with a war 
crists that CDneemcd all of Europe: indeed, it abdicated its duty to art in the 
Interests of the proleiatiai as a whole, crsssly subvertlibg the very intem^tlon' 
atism on which its existence was predicated. In this respect, the Second 
EntematiionaL had cominitted suLcdde Long before Europe's armies were sent mlo 
a horri^dntg fotu-'year bloodbath 1n ^ugttst 1914. emergency congress held 
at Basel in November 1912 to take up the war issue ^in producxd nothing 
more than rununadO’ns about the importHitcE of prcvenling a then-n^gir^ 
Balksn conflia fmm turning Into > ooniJnental war. Apart (hom pious plautudes 
about intematicinal working-dass solidarity, the International stiQI had no 
strategy in place should a ^neral European war cnipl 

The spirit of mtemadonahsm^ however, was not entirely d ead, in European 
social democracy. Shortly before the Dulbrcak of (he war. Idon. JouhaUiC, the 
chief of the French syndnalist CGT. applied w Carl l-«gf«u, the chief of the 
social demcoatk German Free Unions, to join him in ciUing for a general 
strike ag^sl lire oncoming conflict. So deeply w-as German social democracy 
afflicted with the pathoLogits of natioinalism and expediency lhal LeglCn 
responded onty with an icy silence. Indeed, Legien's Slkiice m the face of 
Jouhauif's plea, was bruially eloquent; so comipr was the Gennan party that H 
indirectly promoted the outbreak of war by iTeetrig the Katstr's hands lo send 
his armies plun^,g into Bcljpum. 

In August IP'H the intemationahst effusions of European joelal democrar^ 
became dialf m the wind, ss social demcHrats in most wuntnies voted in their 
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kg1$b{LiTt:$ Of t^ejolvied in their pames- juppcrin the war effort of their respective 
countries. Shaped liTgely by the German, sotial dem^icraiiiSK the -SeDond 
InKiTiauotal IgtlOminHoisly indeed^ many of ils IcadlErs. wiih a 

rudeness bom od chjtrvtninm, reiluscd even to speiJi, (0 tbear ersrwhiilfi toikagues 
Lyi bdtigereht countiiES, who hod suddenly been transformed by the war iroTn 
eoimades IiTuo enemies. "Western Handsm," « HS Si^detnlc acolytes were ui caJ] 
It some seventy years btcr, proved completely bankrupt in (he Jekc oF the first 
great enjig oF the twentieth century When th< SPD decided to vote for war 
crcdils in August 19H, tmlfonned Germ^ sodaJists, with the blcssiitg of their 
party, marched off to slaughter their helgian and Frertch comiades in the 
trenches oF the Wesiem Front. Even many leading atnardiists, mm of the stature 
of Peter Kropotkin, supported the Aflied cause, to the conspematlori of their 
anhstaugr comtades- The International disappeared wilhoujt a whdanpef. leaving 
Lis carehiUy forged pjodaniatLans of class solidarity to the Iceth of mke. 

The fiMCy-thrcc-year period bcn^'Mn the crushing of the Paris Commune of 
1371 and the outhreak of (he Fnsr Vi'orld W'ar proved to be a tragic 
inteiTcgnum in the history of rcvoiiationary inc>v?menti. Yet despite the basic 
conservaiism oF the Second InHmatlotial, the sptnt of revolt did nor disappear 
completely. It resuifacEd with furious intensity in Russia, where cdpiudism had 
only be^n to intrude, etidm^ the patalysts ilMi had been prodiioed by 
European social democracy for nearly three decodes. 
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E^ttomte I^iuJapmenjtr^ ConfUiett^ Euiape, 175t7-1870 {London; C^orge Allen 
fir Unwin, 147^) is to be recommended, as arc J. L. Hanunond and Badura 
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Kuiunond't s«nK«<4iM bw »an tmirmiUy iAbniutiFc md TV 

Ruf af Madeni ImjiQiiy (Ncv Ymic Hanpn- &: Row, 149^9, on^FuilY 
In WJ5) ind Lhcu TV Ta*wi Uliwrcr (Nc* Ycric Anobiaf BcnJu, 
EmuMnUy rt^dlKlf ind lutful t axiedivt Cut uxxomu: (h^t overeng>tufk£e 
ihc extent ai ihc Industitil R^votuliotii irt ihr ninelcnitli century, focusing 
nuUAd cn the perustencf of p(T«£ipi:iabsi ipanm tnd teud»] >nd 

anstocndic nutitutitHis during ihc century prior to the Fust World Wxr, ts, Amo 
J Mayer's TV eV OW (Ktw Y«lc: 1901 >. 

M^ny' cd^iita] doaimeii'cs that I hs^ dtedi went dmn hoiri docun^ni 
□oUccIwns. of Whidi die mosl notaljlc arc AcwJiitHtn ,fn7m J7£l9 to well 
scletied and edited by Rapnond PtHigaDe Qftw Yortt Haepe 6r Row, 1962ii 
Saeubut TTioi^t A Documenbny HtsCoiy, cdiled by Al’ben. Pried and Rqnald 
Sondm (bfew York: Doubleday, and the Documents of Hevolutioii 

senes^ published by Thames and, Hudson in Great Britain and Cornel] 
UnivcFEily Press in the United States, 

Nothityg in, En^liih n^uds G.D.K. Cole's superb sbr-yolume A HetiiAry 
S^idJhr iTioufia (London: MaemULan; New York. Si, Mardn's Prus^ 19!3- 
a truly outstanding treatment of socialistic thinkers. Max Boer's two- 
volume work of The Cenerd Htitory e/Sodciilsin und Sbdof .SfnH^ro (New YotJc 
Russell &F RussdL. 1957) is a highly readable cotiUibudon to the hJjtory of 
sotialLsm and rcvohitiomry uprising hom carbest times in the West to the 
earty [Wendeth celtlUry. As a one-volume histocy of rarimis sodalisras^ Harry W. 
LaidUr'j Hlstiiy of Sdeloiiim (New York: Thoffiias Y CrowdL, 196&) li a very 
readable, hig.tdy aocuiate, and a generally ouislanding addevcmenl. One of the 
most cLcganl and InsL^tfuJ studies of sodaltstn and anarchistn is Geotge 
Lichtheim's TV Orfgim q/ jdclolUm (New Vork; Predertck A PTSW^ei-K 1969); 
although it is essentially an inteiprelation of Cole's sLx^olume work. 
Liththelin’s pewpettlve is ptovocitlve WolEgacrg Abendroth'S A ^horT Hhinry 
oj tJie Europemi Warhti^ Ctos (New York and London: Monthly Review Pyeu^ 
1972) Is a synopuc overview of the woikets’ movemein from IfldB to the 
Second World War, while James H. Bdlington'j Pliv dn die Mmdf {New 

York: Basic Books, 1980) is a rather hantic and scsltercd compilation cE 
imporuint dau wdl ;is gossip about revnlutionirtcs and revolutionary 
movements, from whith the reader will learn such esoterica as the origins of the 
‘'Mirsdilaisc'' and the "LtitemationaJE'" as weU as key movemcnls such as the 
Society of the Seasons. Although some of its facts ire aiguibie, ll ie edU a mine 
of Etlforiruitlon as wed is rapid-fire accounts of evcnls and ideas. Although 
Alexandfr Cray's The Sddditjl rraditioK. iJmts to Ittiin (New York Hirpc fir 
Row J 0^) if infomi^irve, iTw aulhoT so puemly Iwlrs his wh^ lhai hf 
10 ahrtiaic ihe mder and Tender his acootrol inxcessiblc to all bwi Mtright 
armuidahlU- 

So siuch dm the span of LouisAiiEusIc Blanqiifs. lifc CtrV ihe ninetieenlh 
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century thai tiis bdogrsphka—alai^ still loo few In numlHr—on be dtttl 
nndtT hendLii^ uf "^'enersl Hk most devoted and tidoirnicd 

bioRraphex was Maurice iJoirmiaxigct, wbosc several on Blanr^uL are 

available In French. 1 have found most useful for my purposes his Augiok 
flionqiHi: Des Origlntj d fa n^wJution df F'rrmittis -camEat! ft putYiiira 
priiDTij (E^aris and Le Haye. hlouton^ 1969). The cailLest Eii^isli4angiiage 
biography of BEanqui. seems to be Heil Stc'Yari's tlatl^Ul tl^jcidon.; Victor 
GolUrrez. 1939]^ ^ tll.gjhly drameitxed aceaunc wilh a number of doubtful 
^aciA, but an entmaining Mandst inteiprelation ed the grcftL tcvDlutlonaiy. 
Less Eend^niiOUS and mott artcuiate is Samuel Bernstein's Augusts flluBijiLl 
And (he Artq/Ittsttinetiiort (LemdotL Lawrence ^ Wishart, 1971). Finally, Max 
Nonnad gave a highly rcadahtc atKiount of Blantjuf^ life 1n Apodifs o/ 
RewJuCion {New York: Collter Books. 1961). A very good exposition of 
Blantfufs sodal ideas is Alan B. ispitzer's The fievoluCHnwry Tfieories Ltruij 
Aiigusu BJan^uL (New York: AMS Press, 1970)^ which also provides a iLmUed 
amount of biographleaL material. 

Biographies of other inajot [hinkers and revolunonaiy IfadetS of [he 
nineneenrh ceniuiy arf Invaluahle ai^C^nts of ntnereenih-cemury S4>wl 
cOnditipns and sodalisL ideas^ To this day, I sdli rej^ird Franz Mehring's Kuri 
Marx: Tlte StJty dj Hts Lf^, crarisliBCl by Hdwaid RizgeFatd (New York: Covfd, 
Fiiede, 1935),. as the best accoum of Marx's life and ihoughL It ts based, in part, 
on personal interyiews with some of Mane's closest DollaboralaTS. and apoitioii 
of the took Was wfUien by Rosa Luxemburg. Drvul McCieElan'i K«r] Manf.- ffls 
Lift Jitid Tboi^l (New Yorlt: Harper Si Rew, 1973) is irioTe up to date but Lacks 
the vividness and waxmth that Mehring brought to his own endeavor. 

Hiitorits of ansTcbism Hit rather plerntful, but the mfrM MCfoi and 
romprebensive is Peter Marshall's DemmtdLng Lke Jntpassthle.' A Hi^ry 
Andrchism {London: liatpeiGDlLius. 1992). G.D.H. Cole has wiiMcn CKtensivcly 
and s^TLipatherkaJly on ntneieenth-oeurury anarchism in Marxism and 
Aiwrchism. JS3D-f5W. the second valuine of his Nistoty 5oculist Thtruglrt 
{London: Micmiltfln; New York Si Mattin's Press, 1961), The Ofriglinal edition 
of George Woodcock's Ananditsm.’ A Hl$ta^ a/ Ltbertanan end Movennents 

(New York: World PubJishing Co., I96l) treated amarchism as a ^OSl that 
offered social democrars useful nouons and llule more. Its revision (Harmond^ 
worth.' Penguin Ekwks, 19ff6) was much needed. Daniel Gucrift'i AndKidiism 
{Neur York and Ljondon: Monthly Review, 1970) is a remarkably inlioim^dve 
summary of anarchist tu^ry attd 1de,a:S. Oul of pnm ^ thts wrlung, ii is soon to 
he t^published by AK. Press of 5 bji Ftandsoo and Edinburgh. 

A comprehensrve English-language biography of MiMiadI Bakunin has ycl 10 
he written. Although ^ Carr's Mlchoer (New York: Alfred A Kitopf, 

J93B) has been often cited as the "amhorliadve'* account of Bakunm's life, it is 
so hostile and even uuemperaie that it deserves the neglect It Is currendy 
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TCCtiving. Mere usdiiL ai^d sympathetic biografphieE mtJiide Bri^ Merrls^s 
BdftuBlB. TTw PHlirtsopkj (j/FVadd^m {Monct&I and New Votrit; Black Rese Bonks, 
and Bidiard B. Saltman's the and FaliitiniJ TBiyti^ht <]/ ^(Uhd«t 
fldfcunSn (Lotidisn and Wetpon; Cwnwood, 1^33. The best selection, of 
Bakunin's writings Ls MirliorJ BaJiunin; Srketed WnCin^ transtued by Steven 
CciK and Olive SlcvehS and rJilcd and inlioduccd by Arthur Letmln^ (Mew 
York; Grewe Press, \ TO). Lehning was tht editor of the Bakunin Archives at the 
IntEmatiunal Insdtule for SodaL History in Amsterdain. The most eompreheinr 
slvc collection oC Bakunin's writings in Bni^ish is G. B. NfanmodTs the Foliiical 
PliiLMopiiy of fiafcuniu (Mew Voifc Free Press, 1953), a tour de force of CateEul 
selection of cxccipts from Bakunin's writings, urbanized by subjeci matter. 
Bctionifl on An<trel^H ediwd and tratidaiied by Sam Dtj3BciEF(Ncw York Al&edA. 
Knopf, 11^72), contains many of Bakunin's most Important wrlnci;^ bUE [he 
editon a oommiLLed artatchosyndicalL'sl, icndcd to ovcrempliasizc this aspect of 
Bakunin's ibinkirtg. 

PLcrrrJoscph Proudhon's Life and ideas have received reverential rreatioeni 
froiti Ills admirers, especially tctwaid Mpms's Fiem-Joseph PrmidJion: His 
keMafuEumiijy Lift, Jyfutii, dUid WopJtj (London-John Multay, 19'79) and George 
Woodcock's Pravdivsn (New York; Black Rose Books*. 1907). The bew seleCElOll 
ol hiS writings in Engbsh Lianslation Ls SeJerted Wnfjpgs of F.-J. Fmudhujn, 
nanslated by F-lnabeih Praser and edited by Scewarl Edwards {New York 
Doubleday, 1969). -Dnly a few of Prondhon's books are available in English; the 
JfbOSt important ones arc Whnf is iYoperty? (Mew York Howard Feni^ 196d), 
Cencraf Idee cf RcvoUuian tn th( Ninetttttdt Ctniory, translated by John Beverly 
Robinson (London: Pluto Press* 1909)1—in my view, Proudhon's most 
OOheWhE expression of his ideas—and The Prindpie of Federudiwi, translated 
and Lnuoduced by Richard Vemotl (ToronEO; UniverssCy of Toronto Press, 
1979). Robert Graham's introduction tg General yea JfevgJufUn genetuLly 
givts a fair Sutntiiaiy of Ptoudbon's Ideas. 


PART V; ARTISANAL SOCIALISM 

The best single account of the Idieolo^ca] iransiuon from Jacohinlsm to 
socialism is G.b H. Cole's Soddiit fhoitgltEr T?ic iWrmnim J 7d?-JB50, the first 
volume uf his HesCory of Soclaflst Tluu^ The squalt» and hardship that the 
IcidustrlaE Revolution inflicted on the British working rliw; is superbly 
presented in Fredenct Engels's the CwidJCi^n of the Worltln^ Qoss tn Eftg^irtd, 
in Karl Macx and Fredenck Engels, CoDcLied Wor]i$, vol. 4: Mofx and Ei^is 
(Mew Vot-k; Enietnatlonal Pubhihei's* 1975), pp. 195-396. This very 
importam book, orlg^nafiy published in 1B43, ta ably revialied by Sieven 
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MaTta^S In Eflgfb, at\£ (he Woritin^ CIbk CNew York; Viruage Bwki, 

19743 . Tli* Agf dj fif^sfiiEwti, I7B9'i'JS45 {Locidnn 

WexitnklJ ^ Nunlsoo, 1961) pnrkdci 4 vtry viJudible centsAiadve jKqut 
0< the rise of capiUltfln JiTld dK ip^rtang c£iis« ifl ^nmn; and Fr«nct> H wcEl 19 
HgTiihc^nE mlrunl diam^es in both oouiLlrirf. Hobsbv^'s ^briien: Woryi 9 ^' 
liibor (New York F^lhcott. Iflflli) 'A ««fii5 M lh« changiriK ttwiowHc and 
tcdal condiliDni lhai lasuDcii anJunal sodaltim in Britain and Ftoilex. E. F, 
Thompson's TV fV CkM (New York VHnuge Iteolts, 

1963) is a mrsterpKoe. Qne ol dv nusi mponuble studka ol the Luddites ts 
Malcolm 1- Thomasv Hie LuddtEn.' MiK)Une-Bre(t^ir|g (n Jtegmy En^Jjniil (New 
York: SchadtErr Books, 1972). A dTsmatiic aocouTii oJ the Luddite movement 
appears in the Bist tialF of Kirkpatrick Saio^S iiebcls the J^ilure (New 

York Addison Wesley, hot iht »C«nd h*W dciertoratw into 

[echnophobta md appeals kir dcmdustiialiEiUon. Docodiy Thompson's IV 
Cfwii4ije. Paputftr Potiitwa (it tV InitttPKtJ ftewldCwTi (New York Pamheem, 
1984) is a tnasterfol overview ot ihe subject, and her coJtecLlon of SOidics OCl 
Qianism. cxxdlted with James Epstein. The Clurrtin fjipeririuz: Studies In 
WtNrhp^^CktSi AadioaJisni tuid Culoirr JSiO-60 (London- Mactmllaji. 19S2} Ua 
feast of hteramre on alraoei evefyaspea of dhafUsm. Aatyhyoty aceormt wtU 
be fouiiid In Otdrtist edited by Ada Bn^ (New York and LoOdOn: 

MacrndkiL, 19S9) 

For economic developmcnl and worldng-class movemcrils m Frarnoe^ 
Willum H Sewell, Jr^ Werr^ and Rewfuticni to France.' TV ianfftagp lAber 
>um the Olfif fUpmt (0 JS#S (Cunbtl^ Ombridee Unmetstly PrtSJ\ 1980) 
and Bcmand H. Moss, The Ori^nj of the Frcndh LoVr Mevemeni, J43d-J9J4.- TV 
5odaii$t»i of Sklifcd WorVn (Berkeley. University of Cdifomia Press, 1976) ire 
both of Lmmenie Mal-ue. They ate Eililed with invaluiJble Information and 
challenging tnalyses, alihoug)! each gpcs tOO far in readtfig cooiemporaiy 
noiiofis of eollecibisni tnto the largHjr atmand world of the nincleemh 
century. 

liKccLlenE essays on the formation of the French -working dass appear In 
WorftLng-Clflss FpnsndiiOiJts.' NLnfieni(h-CeHtufy PflNertai tn Western £«rope tnwJ die 
Unued 5iaU3^ edited by In Katenetson and Arisode S. Zolbcrg (Prinoeton; 
PnnceuKi Univrrviy Press, 196)6]l Tom Kemp'S Feonpaue fVw at fremh 
Iftslory (London. Dennis Dobson, 1971) u a fine survey of the unique 
deveJtjpment of the Freficb ejconomy in ihe stnicglc period between the Great 
Revolution atid the rise of Lquis Nspolcon. A valuable arcounl of the 
mleracbcHi berwH-n French l^lofy OtAurs and proleurians is Peter N. Steami, 
FdiV u Aoihdniy TV UoiAe (i»T eV fiidasn-vtl Latvr fWre Ik froKie, 
IBStT-fti (Chicago and London: Unjvnatty of lUinou 1978^). Jobn 

Flametiata'f The neivlHtwnaiy Mpvenbmr in Frorief (Londk?n; Longmima, Cmn, 
IP^f) li a brief butinsighduJ study of three great cevoLutiOna (JB3{>, IfrfB, and 
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*e oC 1871>, with gtMd Kwunts of ihe <vfititE tiiai led up w ihcm. 

But perhaps the masi remjrkJtblc eciitipajison French and 8irtlil^ artism'!, 
and (hetr respective ccrurMS oS deveEapment, Is n G'tfyn flk ‘Willums's superbly 
WTttMn /irtuifiu and .^dns<luEiX[cs (Ltindem: Edward A Amni^d, 1966). 
ttudf's Ihe Crimd in HtiSOrf A SHi^ isf f>tlflEd>siHa In Tronee 

En^and |TJlfl-IS45 {New Tfurii and LaruJon: Mfi WBey and Sms. 1964) is a 
classbc accDunl of insuTrectlCrnnry crcnnls. 

A gfi6d Et^^mh-lan^usge ficeotim flf the Bahegf cemspitsfy is Cuavid 
riujiTtS^n's The Batei^ Pitri.' The MoJtlnj iff ^ Rtp^Kun i.e^d (Lcxcid^n: 
Ke^ l^lui, 19^7), whUc Bsibeurj tnvn voice CM be heard in Tihe £hf6tse nf 
Grutchtd Bai™^ edited aM iroistaied by John Anlhrmy Scou (New Yuik 
Schocknr itooks^ 1973). ^^decUtnts from the wnnn^ oJ early French sodaHsis 
appear m Fried and Swiden'sSpcidlljt Thoi^j, and Fesnli E. MmukI'* e*«Uejii 
essays on Saint-Stmcin and Fonrier have been collected in The Prophets of l^7t$ 
(New Yorh: Harper & I96S). Cabet and hIS Icarian iCioyTitHnE are 

eitpSored in great dkwdi by Christopher H Jobruon in UtopEon CtwntnaiSBi fit 
FFUfttednndnn and. Ithaca. Coined UrinviilJiyFEC^ 1974). LptitsV Erie's uj^ai 
□n artuanil socialiart irc expounded in hts )8fi3L HtHoacaf ftewlmiiiRi 
(.Lemdon Chapnnati & Halt, ]£38>. 

The iwo most outstandlnj; Eiccnunts in Engjbsh of ihe Fnnch RevotnuDci of 
1830 ant PiimeLa PLlbram's The 1830 Iteroturlos in f^nor fNcw Yorlc 5t 
Maaln'i Press, I?!?!) snd Psiviki H. Pinkney's The French flpn?fnfi«i JfiM) 
{PrirKeton, NJ.r Fiincnon Universily Press, 1972). These works ntzy he 
supplemented by ihe ktrraluaMecfiUecdonofuudtcs. iFritiKe.edKediaisd 
■nooduced by John M. Memtnui (New York and London: Fiwkin Watts, 
1975h The ewo mi^cir insuireciions that exploded in the sdllwweiving center of 
Lyon, tn Iflil and 1634, ane well detailed tn Robert fktucha'i The Lyim 
[/prliLni- of SocloJ and PajiticoJ (jinflux In tfte Early Ju^ Monarchy 

{Cambfldftt, MA: Hatvsifd Uiuverircy Plcss, 1974}. Btrueha’s b one csf ihe best 
accounts pf arrisaneJ socialism or assodanontsm m the bteiaiuTt llKfrcaiand 
tragic injurrecooruty history ol the Lyvn wnVtng dass is compleied by Mary 
Lynn Siewaiid-Mcl>(?uga1)'f The ArttsifH; fitpuhfk: JiewliLfioh, RweHoB, ami 
ResiiCanCe to Lyon^ (Kingston and Montreal: Me^lll-Queen's 

Untwertlty Press, I9g4>. 


PART VI THE BARRICADES OF PARIS 

A nuior KOUhcc. fexT the first deuide of the July Monarchy is Loubi Blanc's two- 
votoinc Thf ffutwy Ten y»iT; at IS40 {London: Chapman H KalL 
1845}, whidr deals with all aspects oT Frcndi life imde]' LouJvFhiLrppc, 
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including many imponAnt evenly no wlikh BUnx wai « wUncss. Some cA cht 
re^L$iTi( nov«l» ol iJie pn^ provide eHccUcm cDAKmpomy of 

Pvisua wodoE^^^lui c^xoiUy Ei^gcnc Sue’s IV tf ftuis (New 

Yvit- H^pocfttu Boohl. iLd), wtd Vkus Huga'l Mb^ryMo, amliibk m 
many editiani Tlic so^ caiubEums of workkrig-dAS Puts duni^ thij. petind 
ace cxplond in conildcrJi^k detail m Lnuds doses and 

Dan^FLitii CTuai In Parli Dunr^f fJie PlKst Hoff p/ ihe Nlneteentfi 
Iraislaled by Frank JeilKwk (Pninjaan: PtincpUjU UnlvHSirty Press, 19&1 )l 

Tht IllcratuTc on 1348 Rn'oEu.UOn in France ti MlWldenWe, but «f 
immense impprurioe IK the KintYi^cfnccs and hL^lonc^ atoOunts set dnwn by 
pEutkipamts and eyewlineiues Writing under ihe pseudonym Daniel SKrti, the 
Cotintcas d'AgOUlfi Bnc WistonT de Bn nrwhitam de !$4i pfovldcs a wcalili erf 
dcscriptkm and dnmaUc ckuii by a pencepwe and Htute observer. Ihi&^vrBk. 
(HigtniJIy pubbsbed in three vntmnei b«w«n IflSO and IW3 (Pans; C^usrasie 
Sandie:} i™l subsmtKndy rcfiubbshetl by oiher Frtrtdi Houses has bem m 
imraliiabtc sourec for nearly all later hldiones of the Rei«oluiiafi Mt PulS; 
Unventibly^ it h« n« been traMiaceet into En^tdt. dk Toequerifle, 

mother eyewitness to (tvc Revedudon, narrates the evnita Ln T?ie Rcco[lections ^ 
Aiexii -ir TiJrepifvlJfc, transJated by ^ejiander Tewerra de MatCo! (New Voffc 
MactnlLlan, 1S9^), providing nch personal chBracteTieatloins as wdL as 
msdghtiuL analyses ihit reach maTT)>' of the same eoncLuuotts as Manr, but from 
ihc other swle of the barricades. Alphonse dt Lanisitlnt'f HtsUny of the Frow* 
RevpEiitiipin jrf JS4fi (Londofi; Bell & Daldy^ 3S71) is moK • self-JOnjinj Tnemok 
in which all events seem to cctilcr amund himsetr uid bit CTErntes. Although hlA 
wmeiirrtts Bacnjally unretidblE. as itvested by crois-refmtKes vriih othor 
sounzes, it vividly conveys |hc heated inBOtspheie of ihe tune and FEOounts ibt 
desperate aUempt by ihe Tioviaoiial (lOirmlncnt to kotp ibr *v i fxi S CW at 
power By COncnilL Louis VlancS Hulyneol RmidJitw (LondoiL 

Chapman & Hill. an mdisperLsablE account by s leading participutt, 

appears to be marked by considetabie honejcy^ as well U by hostility W radkals 
such as BlanquL 

Valuable dotumentary rnatcriaJ ooi the 1646 devolution is cotlerted in IffW 
In France, edited by Roger l^c as part of the DocunKnti In Revoluhon series 
(llhsi^- Cornell UnrverlHy Press, 15751 md fVwi^tels PkvotuHOn^^Knti J789 Bo 
1506. A superb eollecU041 of mono^aphie papers is Roger lyicE''s Rrw>JuciOfi md 
RwiiOfl. and tJtf SetBnd FVmcJi ftrpiiMt (London: Ofoom Helm, 1575>. 
which indudes studies on arwan unrest, the diib tummient, and the crushing 
oJ the democ-UKi. w ChailrsTdly i«d Lynn H Uts’j [ascmaong leseanh 
into the oceufwwru and btdci;Touiid of the iun« insun^gcftis 

One of ihc most thoughtful overviews of the 1648 Aevoiuticm is in Ptkscjla 
Eobenson's Rewdulumi of E84^: A SoctoJ HuCory (New Yoch: Harper -61 Efow, 
1552)—the seedem on the Prench evenis man^^s to aty Riore m 100 pages 




and, pnMd# i beilct inlerpriftalicin, of the French ewnis thsn filJteif boolii o[ a 
much iaj]gfT£t 2 £. GeoT]g£s Dnyeau's. Iht Mrtfci-Ttj^ oja fievcJutMfi, translated 
by Anne Carter i[New York: Randoni Hdusc, 1967), dram^tiolly preseills the 
Revolutlnm tnsdin the standpoint of three SOCJaliy dliTerent meralKrs erf French 
Sodeiy. FinaJty, Anwld '^Vhi&iige's Mm in Crisis; The fci^utloni of J&fS {New 
York; Cha.iiei Scribnei^S Sons, fleshes out the Revoludcuri with 

bio^phkaj chacadciizatLons that aj£ nch In poLluca) mestnlng, 

The StieCDiliKd jwxotirtts of aSpecls erf the L&^ EUvolurkin by wcetil 
scholars are Jascinacing m their poHncaJ and iOtMl; LnipJicallscitis. Feur H. 
Ajiuinn's Rewtrfcitnwi nnd Moss: DenMcraty; The Paris Cluii Mtwftheni tn 
(PnneaON, NJ.; Prieweion UntvcrSiLy Press, 1^75) is-unmatched .as a srudy trf 
the popular worldng-dais democracy thu waj tftaLfd through the dubs, 
how the worktig and lcH¥er middSc classes sustained remarkable 
networks o£ Tnaw grgantwuons Thai ScLcd as a poweriul impetus to the 
kevolution. DonsJd Cope hIcKay's The NuCiundi iVurtt^o^. A ^Eiidy in iPic 
FrenrJi Revtdtiiim. 0 / fS^ (Cambridge, MA.: IHarvaid UuEVETsity Press, 196^) is 
au excclJcnl study trf the awkshtyps and ihetr employees in that strategic year. 
Mark Traugott's Armies 0 / rJie Fcor: &te 7 mindnts fttnic^poJitTn 

ut [lte Pdrtjkpl fHilineiclKm oj /aae fifflS (Princeton, N.Jc Princeton Uruverjicy 
Press, less) focuses in dean) on the June InsuTreciiMi, -with particular emphasis 
on die methods (hat the pritiloged classes used to recruh from -wUhin the 
working class Itself the Mobile Cuards and, to an CKieut, the National 
Worlcdiops, CQunicrTevoluttonacy fofces that would be deployed against the 
June ItiSuirectioin 

John M. Mernman'j fht A^y a/ tfce JieptiijfLc; The fiepresidm □/ the ki 
Revafuritinfljy Francr, (New Haven and [j^mdotv: Yale Uni-vcrstly 

Press, 197P) iSikes up the crushing of the rfemoc-sca both within and outside ijf 
Palis in the aftemiath of the June hsutreciion, while Ted W. Maigadanc's 
French Prflsrtntl in Rewit; The Jnsumfctioii 0 / 135] (Princeton, N.J.; Princeton 
Universily Press, 1979) eitarnincs In detail the rural uprising that followed 
Houaparle's coup in the aftermath trf 1343. David H. Pinkney's ^oCOUnl trf 
Haussmann's leboilJirig -of Paris during the Second Empire is emtsta-nding; 
alon^ with providing srausucal matanjl, NdpOfeion ]f|l W the Kehuiiiiiiij oj Paris 
(Prlncieton, NJ.: PrinccLon. Universjty Ehess., 195B) vividly dcpicii imptnunt 
feanues of Pansisin city life during ihe liftl half of the century. 

No Understanding erf the 1843 period is -possible mtho-gi ccin.suiilng 
Jrfara'sunec^ualed TTie GaJS Sfrugglrt in l^nce, iS45 ft? 1050 and The F^g^Keewch 
fruindiinr {■/ J. 0 HU Pfnuifvrte, bath af which are available In the M^rx-Engels 
ilrfected Works (Moscow: PiogFesi Publlsheri, 1969> and in the multivioiumed 
CDtleetfti Werks (New York: I h lematicmaJ Puhbshcrs, 1978 and 1979), volumes 
10 and 1 ] respecdvely. Tlie best crilicid ejcpIomPtm of Mara’s own ideas and 
acuviiies duntig the Cerm-sn Fcvolulion erf 1848-49 is F, H. Noyes, 
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4td J!c<FQEi4limi; 1V))rhtr^kJld£[ AaKuadrif in thr C#erTiM>^ ^fwoCwiAn 
(?/ ]S^S-]S^& NJ_ hrlnDetMi Unl-VerillJ Preis, IMS), whfch ihows 

bcw Mux fubonilnaicd liw woi^t«n' tnovrinuii in lo ihm dt litr 

liberal boui^^nutc me boeric alia pr^ndu an mdupoiiablc badeg^wHtd nn 
tht ^hift Want and Eitgek raadr m tlicir 'ftddftta- cA llw Central CamMlOw In 
Lhe Commumlxl League," 'Whk-b is available in the Eifst vcLuitie nl the dmc' 
itoluine ieJectejf Wprfo aod volutrie 10 dF lb? Otlktled W^dpfci. Osar J, Haitltnen 
bat alfo ivnitcn a highly Teadible aecount ol lbr badcgsi^uTid lo and activiiiea cl 
Marx and tngcll m (be Gemun Rtudkinon m TV AoJ ‘4&I1, (Mew Yofk 
Charles SoibneYe Sons^ 

Engllsh'liiTiBujgE aEcoimu df (he Imetnaudiul Wdrldn^men's Asdoaatujin 
{(he First IncemtlionsJ) are rnart Llituted (hin ihosein Frencli and GEnmn,bui 
several ixf them give a j^ood picture of lu FoflhAljan. CdngreSMi. and KttVMla 
The eoa np i d iemtve ts G M. SteldolTs liaHay ef At Rm THtcnuanal, 
tramlaKed from the Russian by Eden and Cedar ^1 Cbondon: Marttn 
Lsnvretvce, 192^5. Unfonunaiely, Stddhl? permuted bss Martin btas to Interfere 
u1|h hi$ prcsent^tl^^ which seldom strays fitim the Communist, albcii ppe- 
Suidiibl "hue" on the Fubjeel A Bnc ncmpiiruixn history M Hetuyk K«lz"t TV 
CmcMiri^acuft ^ A Hiiitry tf At Rm rpitenuncwl (New Y«k 

Cetenwood Press, 1992}. which is conose and highly bilbnnalivic. 

The first pan erf TTie fievnliiiHmeuy fmematiprittlj, edUsd 

Mtiorad M. Drrachkgviiich (Fala Alto, CA.: 5tanEbrd University Pks&, IMh), Is 
ikcldi)' 50 iar as the InlcrTtatiionxl as a whdle II conciemEd, but il docs ccntird 
ihe beM acccunL albn vmgur in cheelc. tt the smrduit IWMA. twvly Mw 
Mamad's ‘^e Anarchisl Tnebdon." The meet debnitive BakunBusi hisiory of 
(he Firll Intemhliunal H Available only In Frehcti, drcs|:ilie (he laci il haS hun 
puhLished in the Unlied Sutes; james GuitbuTne's tlntentorictwl. f>(hdiivienl 3 0 
imrvnitrs ['!ftSf*IS7S) (New York; B. FranUln, 1969) is a huge fotir-vdlutne 
vmik ihai IS Ubond n hadt style and lonn Clicdii mvu be przn lo ]i«u 
Mehrinj^ a (jcrnun MarxK. for neanmg Kikucun viery baily and Maix mlhcr 
ditially, in his bngntphy of Marx. 

The literaiupc—social, hislcrlal, and pollucal—on die Pam Commune of 
1&T1 is mAMiVt. A godd place to staK. for the nonspcdallM reader, is AJwitr 
Home's TV Rifi ^ Auu.' TV iV Omouine tf I9T1 (Hew Yoilc Sl 

Matikrb Pku, 1W5}, a ttvely, dramalic accOunl of the cvehU Indiiig up 14 (he 
Cdminunc and (he Commune LtielE. Ro^ L Wlibams's The Rmch RcuidHEtoFi 
of ]fl7ff-Ja7J (New Yorli: W.W. Nottthi, l9W)i is atioihff iummaty hisioiy. For 
those who wish mote delad. the most aulhortlatlvc accounl of (he GoimnUlU Id 
English is kewm Edwards's TV Para Gnumuiw IS71 (New York Quidnnglr 
So^ 19T]> e4waids's mmety and pitscmaiion are upsujpassed, and hid 
fine book deservta the eloseat roding by srudetiUs of rtvoluciMiMy (tuyvemenis^ 
We are also (wiucwte (hat H Wdi Edwards who edited IFV Cowmundrds oj Pans, 
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J97J in iJjc Donjuients of Efvolution s£th^ (IthiCii, N.Y.: Cumdl UnLvmity 
Press-; Londoti; Thahies afid Hudson, 1^73). Fratili JeLliClek^S The Pftns 
Conrmvnr of 1871 ^LLnidon: Victor GaUanci, an old siandby, is ^ided 

a MarKjsC vliCwtTomt. but is v^iluable as a supplement (0 Bdwaida's more 
authoritative work 

LiSSagsjay's if tJie ComniinK of \87\^ translated from the Ptench by 

Eleajiar Mars AvcLin^ (New Yoit and London- Monlhly Eteview Press, 1 is 
Ui ejocdlenl acctHint nritten by a supporter of a-nd paTUCtpanl in the 
Commune Ort^nally publLshod hi 187b, it is as much tnonoix as hISIMV 
and provides invaluable lived insights into the eventSi In llvt later decades of the 
hlnetcenlh cetitury, the Left consklcred it the ofbdal history of Conttnutic^ 
Ussag^ray, U should be nOEOdp vuis tteilhcT a Mannst nor an ansarchist. but a 
mJitant social revolutionary. Unfortunaiely, the UDtislaticKn is tn'crly 

Ittetal, s^rf FiOlti,^ much of the flavor of the ori^inaL but it also contains matetlid 
by LissBtgaiay that does not appear in the French orlglUJl, which was pubUshed 
most tecently as -ffiitoiir de to CbTHmioie de IS7J [Paris. Francois Maspero, 
1970)l 

Eugene Schulkiud's Ihe PUrts Commii« 0/ JS7f: The View die L^C [New 
Tork: Ciwe PieSs, 1^)74) contairns a wealth of cont-empgrtiiy documeuis and 
articles on the Cpnimune and atufysOS by all m^or socialist and auarchtst 
ihiokcTSi from Bakutun and Kfopotktn [0 Mart and Ecigds The htaixist 
viewpoint is prescnlcd in Kart Mara's The Cint War Jn Frante, In volume 2 of 
the Marc-Engel* SeJedod W/ortrs and in volume 22 of the CoJbclai W-i>rki AU the 
ex-tant Mara-EngcLs Letters and works on the COhitnutie were corapded in the 
lormei: Soviet U nion and published under the ittle hfutv md on the Pdris 
Ornimiote [Moscow: Progress Publishers, 1^71). An invaluable comparadve 
study of the partiidpants and goals of (he June l-B+B uprising and. ihc 
Commune IS Ri^r V. Gould's Jnsurgent idemdes: Ck^, CcHttitilinlty, dnd FWteji 
in PUris^om 1 S^S D jJie C(?»1«iUne {ChiCttgo md London; Uruversity of Chicago 
Press, 1^5}. Gould persuasively argues that the June insurrection was mote 
class-ortented than the Ccunmune; using constdcrable archival materia] to nuke 
his pennL 

Among the specialized studies on the Commul^M^ Edith Thomas's Fbr 
WinHCFi fjuCTiiUarles, iranslj-ted from the French by James and Starr Addnson 
[Tendon: Martin Seeker & Warburg, 19^7), addresses the often neglected role 
that women played m the Commune. Thoraeks has jIso written a sym-pathedc 
btogmphy of the amanchist loid^ Mkhel, nansLated hy PtnelopO 'Wlliims 
(MontreaL' Black Tiose books, 1990), which provides a libertarian perspectEve 
on the events of 1971 and an account of (he life of an extraotdlnaty woman of 
unforgeUablc tieroism. The Commune is diKUSSed, W -some degree, Itt 
biographies of all revoluDonary acdvlsts xnd ihmVetS' -who were m-vnlved with 
left-wing polidcE in IBTl. 
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PART \TT: PROLETARIAN SOCIALISM 

On |Ii5 enn'iEmcc of ibt mdustcul prolcl^n^, UiC T*^wld do wdl {q 

cxaoimc tht huiolUlJ jocwhu of iht Induilriil RiVdfuiJHni cicd ibouit In 
nUilnn, Covnoujivii and Class Eificrrifnfr ui Mln«K£fWJK>Ai^jry Eemipf, 
ediced by John M Chlevk'' York and hondon: Hotmes £r Meier, 

1979), is a (LoUeciiori of useful cssayi ofl pioJetarljniswori in hrilaln and 
Ffjfice, Charles TUly, LowLit Tdty. and Rkt^rd Tilly, Tht ReteNKmi Centuwy, 
laJO-lOJO COmhlflidjt, MA: lIsr^aTd, University Presj, 1975) I 3 also lo he 
rccDimnEnidjcd. A richLy llluioacod and v^duable ^coounc of the praletarianiza- 
tson iu well iciail lUTatlDfL of Enioptaoi for marc ihun t te'nlucy before ihe 
First World War 11 W O. Henderson's TJie JnditstritiHcaJlon 0 /Europe i7^0- 
i9H CLondDn Thames and Mudson. ]9(59>. Also oJ mieresl is Rkfiard! J. 
Evans's PngjfMrunf dHtf SscLslism. Pnoiral and' fhe Worliilr^ OtHi dt 

Cermony bejonr ifi^ first Wodd War (New Yotlt St Mattiii's, 1990). Sdijg 
Tktoryof the fjlwr Aftmtinnr (New YorL l^^&JbstiD 

i premKaELve exptorjMtui ol the modem Eabor movement tn Bnuin,, Cemuiny, 
RussLa, and the United States 

French s^mdiesLliicti, tspccially ir* ideological roots, hs exammsd in 
eonstderablc delatl by Jeremy Jennings in ^yridiLalijin In fmnee.' A of 
Idem (New York St, Mattifi's, i99D), whik US [lajeciory as a Labor movcitueni Li 
die subject of Peter Stcartis's Heviifiiliotidiy ^yndiuilijin arid EreiuJH l.,AlKir (Ne:w 
Brunswick NJ.: Kutj^ers Umversity freas, 1971). Bolli G &F3. Cole and Harry 
IjM^er provide txtfiltni Eummaries of sytiditiltsm Id iheit respeclivc hSstorles 
of socialism. Tht bm antitini of onarchosyndicaLiUTl ts Rudotf flockcr's 
Awikt^SyndiidUm TV»«y and JAartkr (Indirrr, Indu Modem 
nd-Ti Oihtr summann of ananJioNytidrtiJBm vnfl bt fovnd in liBiorics of 
aRarehisTn aied above 

The Ficiesfl .single history of the bccotid InietnuMnil is G D.tl Cole's Tlir 
Sfcoed inJemotuniiif which makes up volunne 3>, pan L of A ffisS!?iy 

5<>ti(j!i5( KTieitijlij, JimES Jell's T)ie irciTiwi friPfintlElilndi (leB!?-l9l4J (New 
York Harper ir Row, 196b) is yfiett unclear and tangled In its pMsenration buL 
I.S sLill a useful summary. Annthei brief accDunl ol ihe tnCEmalional is Gethort 
Niemeycr's "T'he &KOnd JnieenauLinal. ISEld. 19H."' Ifl Urachkoviteb’S 
kesYiludnitiii^ Jnrcnnatltinab. 

The htsLoiy of the fkeond Inicmanonal is so integrally ucd to the cmoigenoe 
and devdopment of German 5 och 1 Democncy exodJenl wcouius of it 
^pear m mOU seiiOiu tfaseussioits of tbe Gemun socufui mcFmnaiL (jcnctul 
hoslDncs of Germany, in turn, at iitdispeRfihfe to m urujersunding of her 
socialtsE movements, W well rs die rtttnal prohkmi of nationsJiinj and 
mtlitansjn. Geoffrey BsHTaclough's The O^ni of Mtfdem CemKrny (New Yotk 
and Lci[»d«ti. W. W, Noftdn, 1934) pirovides an CKcellenl overview of hiow these 
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proMtmi Donk fann bom mcdievai] ta modern tlntCs. Anhur ReKItbcrg.'! 
inipemJ 'Ctmdhiy.' rke BddA df Repubbc 197J -1-91$ Bwon. 

1464) u IrtdispniisabJc for an undfislariclmg d GeTRUn UniikitlDA UUd ju 
COCUtqtKirKf^ The t4]e ^ the junken m. Cbc ccrnsolidatim ind mthcHlSMlon of 
nlTirtenii^tjqntuTjr Gennany is. oqilcried in tdwwd Crankshtir'! cXCdknc 
bla^pby, Bipndrrk (Kaanncindsworth: Penguin BoQkl> 1483). KiCho1*l 
Sufgardl't The Cemun IiImJ tf MibidiitiTi. ftaiicdF ond^ Soctahsi; CfUk? i966- 
1^14 (Cimbndlgc: Gnnbriiigc Unimsly Tns&. 1984) kt f ICUUU oC 

Gentun mihunun ind iht CriUdmns vc4chL by Kkil Kiutiky. Kvi LubtowdiL 
and other leading ^gures in the SPD. 

A conette OviffiJ] histoiy of ihc Gcman labor movonait hom lit beg)ruun^ 
»ihe poH'Wenid War II penctd W m GreSnng's TV tV Getmin 

IjlitOr Mmrmenl A ikxndg.ed by Maiy Saran and IranjlacMlI by E4ith 

Koerntr (Dever, N K.. Publishers^ 1483). ScrerBl valuable hdsLirlci df chc 

GermiTi SdclhJ Democratic Party are available in Engiflh. The mOH 
oomprehcntlvr is Gucnlhrr RtHli's The 5ddul DenuKraEi in Imjvrt^i Gcnnany 
A Study In Wopklng-OuM PidfalitMt (Wd Watimol InJ^TJuriora (tobtptn, M.J: 
BedmirtsLci Pntss, 1963) Gary P. Sieetistm'i Ow Man.i ^^ct One FenNyl'V 
Gennan SotldF [ietnturaty. Jfl63-J5I4 fPittsburgh: UnnufTslty oS Plttjbiitij})i 
PttH. 1901) is a srrasghjd’orwaml and vMd atjSoiini df the SPD tip » the 
□tiLbrtak of the Fii^ World War. Cad E. Sdbor^lte's German Sr)(E4ll 
\905-\^\7, TV oj iV OredCSchtsn(Ciimbridg&hlA.arsd LarsdorL 

Harvard University Pr>es«^ is doervedly a dissk. tracing ihc drSCtnt cf 
the prewar 6PD hum a scrnungLyrcvDluEioriary party m a crauly cppoftunndc 
CCte. Fner Cuy'^ TV Ptlirnimd d/ Dmocratic 5«iari57n. Eduard EmtseeLR's 
ChaFJenjtf to Man (New Yoaic Cobmhia University Press, 1952) l4 an «fOeikm 
aeieouni Cif Bemstein and Revisiornsra. 

WilUam A, Pel; has eottipiilcd and cdiled a very interesting anthology ql 
writings by aind ahoui Kad Lichkneeln's lathtT, WfJVbil LleMnrtiu and 
Gcnadn Social Dciwcracy, tiaztsLaled by Erkh Kahn (WenporU CN., and 
London: Greenwood Press^ 1994) which cua li^l On ihe^PD ntd the na)Or 
diJpUtes that jutne wu bin ihr S’D prior lo 1900. when the dtlR LKhkneeht 
dud These arid laiCTdi4pVl» an lil»adniirab!y explored byJ.P Nml Hi hu 
twD'Vajuntr biography. Rota Luxembutg (New York and London Oidoprd 
Univonicy Fresi, 196d). The besl ovenil anlfaultigy o( LuxenilniTg'f WDffcs Ul 
English, reJIectii^ the Left oppostdon wiihin the 5FD and ihe Se^nd 
IncenutMhi^, U MMy^AJlCe W|i,ters's collection. Sna LtocembaFg SpCOkf (New 
York: Paihtlnder Piess^ 1970), which comains a stinting e$say by TroUJ^, 
"Hands DiT Rosa Luaeieibiurg!"' Helmut. Trptnow's ICaH Lklihrie^t; A PirilEloa] 
SiOgrup^iy (Hamden. Of.: AixhWJ, 1904) is a short Hccoimi of (he yoong 
Geumn revolutionaty whose life was entwined with Luortmburg't dwing the 
war years No bihlloBtaphy on Gentian social detnucracy wtpuLd he 
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satisFiicEofy wichouE Mahc'a "Criflqpe af th* Gaiha Prafranimt” and ncljiid 
maieriaLs from lus pen, In Kul Manf apd FredcrtClt lng<l$v CoWtcttA U/^rhj^ 
Vol 24 (Ne^ ¥&rt(: 1nlenii|l(ina!l PuhiksheW, 
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an June ]046 tnpirtEixiaD I5l, 156 
LuiicinbDuiii CoEiuDLunn hkI 
107-0 

Mirch lfi4B j«imA ind L2S 
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Dbiupu[£, Uhih (Dipolcan'i 
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indvsnriBl pralrCarial in IS 
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49, 50, 34, 60 
Clurtixiii IB-2D 
ChnTlsis ITT 

de OiBlEaulirtasid,. J^*n5C4tSm6 +9, 59 
OmlicT'. Lwh 31 

dddhfanr 

in bitifh. moimfictiptn^ 16, 19 
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Pab Cjmiubuik hhI 118 
lynlksdisnt ml 2fi4-5.2f7b 
OmfedeiPtHfi Gtntnl du Tmn9 
tCCn 2M-70, 310 
gcncnl sulkc and £98 
Conrad, Joscpli 67 


CoukUmt, View 107. E 35 

of equal* 7-6^2135.63 
coTHTriniartilm d. 36 
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coudmcleiiul monafiditsiii 
1930 rcvOlulMn tM 59, 79 
Febfiiary 1840 rcvoluddn md 81-7 
CenniD ntldi and 388-9 
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D«sraMih», Orndk 35.111 
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Droits de IVntrnie, Lei 237 
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